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Usage of First Issue Revenue Titles 
Robert M. Leard, ARA 777 

There is little wonder that present 
day collectors sometimes become con­
fused with the tax schedules whk 1 

necessitated our First Revenue Issue. 
With the large number of titles and 
values for the various documents un­
der the original Act of July 1, 1862, 
even the users of that time became 
confused, and it was necessary to make 
modifications almost at once. Mr. 
Howard Beaumont, ARA 247, has re­
cently brought to the writer"s atten­
tion an interesting schedule, shown 
in the accompanying fig-Jrc, that give.> 
contemporary data on some of these 
which may be of value to present day 
students. 

One occaSlionally encounters the 
11tatement by collectors that it was 
required that stamps of the proper 
title be used on corresponding docu­
ments up to April 30, 1864. However, 
this is in error, the correct d'ate being 
December 25, 1862. This bit of erron­
eous information probably stems from 
the statement in the venerable Bos­
ton Revenue Book (p. 25 in the orig­
inal edition, or p. 28 in the Gossip re­
print) that "Subsequent to April 30, 
18614, after which date all titles. or 
specific ·designations were abolished, 

and . . . " This later incorrect date 
was perpetuated by early editions of 
the Scott's Specialized in the intro­
ductory to the - revenue section, but 
was changed to the correct December 
25, 18·62, date about twenty years ago. 
The April 30, 18614, date, in all prob­
ability, refers to the date on which 
Butler & Carpenter ceased to keep 
separate records of the various titles 
printed, not to the requirements for 
their use. Christopher West (Elliott 
Perry) in the booklet "Th~· Revenue 
Stamps of the United States," pub­
lished by Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co. in 
1918, from articles in Mekeel's, gives 
the correct December 25, 1862, date 
on page 10. 

Under the original Act of July 1, 
1862, it was required that the stamps 
be used on and after October 1, 1862, 
and that the title (or kind) of stamp 
match the type of document on which 
the stamp was used: i.e., Bank Check 
on checks. Bond on honds, Cerificate 
on certificates, etc. Due to both - the 
fact that a great variety of stamp~ 
had to be kept in stock, and that de­
liveries were slow, it quickly became 
obvioul!: that the plan of collecting 

(continued on page 76) 
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THE 2c BANK CHECK DOUBLE TRANSFER 
Robert M. Leard, ARA 777 

Figure 2 
Perhaps the best known, and cer­

tainly one of the most strildng, double 
transfers on the U. S. First Issue is 

Plla9 '1% 

on the 2c Bank Check, Scott's num­
bers R5 and R6. It has been well 
known to collectors for many years, 
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and is mentioned in the Boston Rev­
enue Book ( 1899). An illustration of 
the catalogued variety, Figure 1, 
shows' the doubling to be a displace­
ment of about 0.1 mm. downward and 
about 0:5 mm. to the left. This variety 
is clear and unmistakable to the naked 
eye, and, as it is not too difficult to 
locate, makes a fine example of a 
double transfer for any collection, rev­
enue or otherwise. 

Not nearly as well known is the fact 
that this double transfer comes in a 
uecond, or reworked, state. Apparently 
the printer noted the doubling in this 
entry on the plate, and the position 
was burnished out and re-entered. 
However, the repair was not com­
pletely successful, and some of the 
original double transfer remained. Fig­
ure 2 is a retouched photograph of the 
second, or late, state of the double 
transfer. It will be noted that there 
is still some doubling at the lower 
edge of the B of BANK and the K of 
CHECK, the lower curved border line, 
the left edge of the lower central or­
nament, and in the lower right corner 
balls. 

The time at which this repair effort 
was made can be fixed approximately 
from the variations on which it is 
:'."ound. The 2c Bank Check was first 
printed September 17, 1862, in the yel­
low (or orange) color. Copies of the 
first state in this color are much less 
common than those in blue, as the col­
:lr was ordered to be changed to blue 
after a very short time, on October 
10, 1862. Most copies of the first state 
in yellow are found cancelled in 1862 
or early in 186'3. A short time later. 
November 7, 1862, permission wa~ 
granted to issue "unfinished" stamps, 
i.e. the imperforated and part perfor­
ated, and the first state is found in 
these conditions as wen. This shortage 
of perforating facilities lasted for 
some time, probably until Jan'..lary or 
February of 1863. Printing in blue 
continued until August, 1864, when the 
color was changed back to orange (yel­
low). As we find .both blue and orange 
perforated stamps, but no imperfor­
ated or part perforated blue stamps 
in the second state, it is probable that 
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the repair was made between Febru­
ary, 1,863, and August, 1864. This 
plate continued in use after the later 
date as one may find orange stamps 
more frequently in the second state 
Uran in the first state. 

The plate on whi'ch the double 
transfer is found, and its position on 
the plate, has not been determined as 
far as the writer is aware. Ge-Orge T. 
Turner, in The Bureau Specialist for 
May, 19;64, states that there is some 
evidence that there· may have been as 
many as five or more plates for the 
2c Bank Check. However, it would 
ieem from the above evidence that the 
double transfer was· on the first plate 
made. This first plate seems to have 
been made with a multiple relief (pro­
bably four) transfer roll, and the 
doubling was caused by poor keying of 
the subsequent entry with that prev­
iously laid down. Some of the later 
plates appear to have :been laid down 
with a single relief as they show a 
guide dot for each position, while the 
plate containing the double has a guide. 
dot only every f-0urth horiZ<>ntal row. 
The single relief plate or plates were 
extensively re-entered, as evidenced by 
the many small double transfers. found, 
particularly in the lower portions of 
orange stamps. One clue as to the lo­
cation is a horizontal strip of five, 
imperforate, with the left stamp show­
~ng the variety. As the plate was pro­
bably 14x15 subjects, the variety can­
not be in the last four verti'cal rows 
on the right, i.e. rows 11, 12, 13, and 
14. Charles McClellan, ARA 638, is at­
tempting to work out the plating of 
this stamp and no doubt would be 
grateful for any data members may 
be able to furnish. The writer wish.;~ 
to thank Mr. McClellan, Mr. Turner, 
and Mr. Howard B. Beaumont, for 
their assistance and encouragement in 
the preparation of this note. 

UNITED STATES REVENUES 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION 

Occasionally we 'run a sale WITHOUT 
them, but most DO include them. 

May we send you our next catal<>g? 
HERMAN HERST, JR. 
Shrub Oak, N. Y. 10588 

176 
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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
This journal, The American Revienuer, is the one single item that serves 

to hold the members of our Association together. It is the common bond, in­
tended to disseminate information on Revenue Stamps to those interested in 
ithe serious study of this fascinating branch of philately. It is what you, ti.'te 
members, make it, as we depend on our membership to supply the major por­
tion of the articles printed. 

Writing for The American Revenuer can be a source of much pl1iasure, 
knowledge and satisfaction to authors, and will aid both the writer, and t}lose 
collectors not so well informed, in gaining greater knowledge of the hobby W" 
share. All of us have profited from articles in the Revenuer and each one of 
us has &amething he can contribute. Even small bits of info:rrmation are worthy 
of note as the publication of one piece of incomplete data will suggest a lime 
to another in the mind of some reader, and we will be able to solve some of the 
intriguing riddles ,that abound in the revenue field. An article on your pet sub­
ject will put you in touch with other collectors with similar interests, and pet­
haps lead to new and unexpected sources of material or informaition. 

From a ·survey of the recent ros'ber, so kindly prepared by our latest pas~ 
Secretary-Treasurer John Norton, it is' obvious thait most members are inter­
ested in U. S. I. R., but there are many who collect Match and Medicine, Tax 
Paids, and State Tax Stamps. Wines, Beers, Playing Cards, and Tobaccos have 
their adhereIJlts. 'Many of our members collect World Revenues. New infor­
mation in all revenue fields is constantly being developed by our members, so 
won't y<>u all contribute this information to all by preparing articles for publi· 
cation in our Journal? 

DUES ARE OVERDUE 
Attention of the members is called 

to the fact that dues were due on the 
first of October and are now past due. 
On December 31 they will become de­
linquent. Don't let your name appear 
<>n the Jis,t of dropped members which 
will appear soon thereafter. 

GIOKARIS-WESTERN REP. 
In the recent election, as announced 

in the 'September issue, there was a 
tie in the balloting for Western rep­
resentative. Miller Hurt has requeste·i 
that his name be withdrawn in favor 
of D. James Giokaris. Mr. Giokaris is· 
therefore reelected Western represen -
tative for another four year term. 

Mr. Hurt wishes to thank the me:n­
bers who voted for him and is surz 
that they will all support the officen 
1n their effort to build a better ARA. 

NEW U.S. REVENUE STAMP 
Word was received from Mr. Howard 

B. Beaumont, ARA #247, just after 
the last issue went to press that the 
government has issued a new revenue 
stamp. It is the same as Scott's # 

Pa&e" 

-Robert M. Leard 

R733 except that the wording "Es­
tablished 1862" is omitted. 

U. S. FIRST PROVISIONAL ISSUE 
Homer C. Landis, ARA #77 

The next stamp to be overprinted 
was Scott's # R1·54. The same postage 
stamp was used and again overprint­
ed with the red letters "I. R." but this 
time in Roman capitals 9 mm ;n 
height and heavier in proportion. 

This stamp is listed in the catalog 
with the overprint on the back in&teaa 
of the face. This could happen when 
a part of the pane was folded over in 
the printing press. When a portion of 
a pane is folded over in the press dur­
ing the overprinting, naturally there 
are some stamps under the fold whica 
rio not receive any overprint. Thii 
causes another listed variety, the pair, 
nne without overprint. These varieties 
are believed to be quite rare. 

'!'here are some interesting unlisted 
varieties of this stamp. There are 
four stamps in each pane of 100 which 
have a much smaller period after the 
"I." This is always found on the 41st, 
46th, 91st a_nd 96th stamps in the pane. 
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It will be noted that should a pane 
of 100 stamps be divided vertically 
and horizontally into four blocks of 
25 stamps the variety would be the 
lower left stamp in each block. It is 
always hi this. same position and un­
questionably was placed the_re inten-

-tionally, probably .as a secret mark 
to spot counterfeits. -

Another variety is a comma instead 
of a period after the "I." on the '79th 
stamp. This does not occur in all panes 
and could be an imperfect or ibroken 
IJeriod. 

63,300,000 stamps were overprinted, 
all in June 1898. This overprint is 
found inverted. The following plate 
numbers are found with the norrn,al 
C'verprint. 

__ 439, TBRL 534, TBRL 542, TBRL 
440, TBRL 535, TBRL 543, TBRL 
493, TBRL 536, TBRL 544, TBR!.. 

-494, TBRL 537, TBRL 545, TBRL 
495, TBRL 538, TBRL 546, TBRL 
49·6, TBRL 539, TBRL 547, TBRL 
526, TBL 540, TBRL 548, TBRL 
527, BRL 541, TBRL 549, TBiRL 
52'8, BRL _ 

The scarce plate numbers are 439, 
440, 493, 494, 496 and - 526. The fo'­
lowing plate numbers are found with 
inverted overprints.. -
4915, BL 536, BL 544, BL 
534, BL 542, TBRL 545,. BL 
ms, BL 543, BL 

To be continued 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Secretary-Treas.: Frank Q. Newton Jr. 

-- 6730 N. Temple City Blvd. 
Arcadia, Calif. 

New Members 
99'5 Haire, Thomas B. 
996 Kedrierski, Jerry B. 
99·7 Fuerst, Robert E. 
998 Baldridge, Charles -J. 
999 Cohen, Albert P. 

1noo .Ames, Robert E. 
1001 Edwards, Ben A., Jr. 
1002 Schafer, Paul L. 
J 003 Rhoades, Daniel L. 
Applications Received 
Beach, Jack F., 121 Sunridge St., Playa 

Del Rey, Calif., by E. S. A. 
Hubbard. U. S. I. R. only, no 
states. 

"'ovember 1964 

Domzall, C. S., 22'31 San Pablo, Berk.l­
ley, Calif. 94702, by J. S. Bo!Jo. 
Dealer. - -

Sakowicz, Greg S., 1610 Talcott -RJ., 
Park Ridge, Ill. by J. A. Norton. 
U. S. I. R. -

Heuer, Harry W., 205 East Nassau 
St., Islip Terrace, N. Y., by .T. 
S. Bobo. Mexico. 

Karlson, Frank H., Liberty, N. Y., 
1'2754, by Abe Hochman. U. S. 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 19th Century 
postage as revenue. - - --

De Veer, G. W. A., Wa:aladorperweg 80 
The Hague (Netherlands); by 
E. J. Enschede. Netherlands & 
Colonies. 

Knight, Michael J., Topsail Conception 
Bay, Newfoundland, Canada, by 

J. A. Norton. Brazil and Quee:1 
Victoria Newfoundland isi>ues 
before 1900 used, stamped paid. 

Resignations 
969 Collyer, Lt. Wm. 
91·6 Cabot, Geo., Jr. 

Address Changes and Corrections 
Fuerst, Robert E., 201 Princeton Dr., 

Lake Worth, Fla. -
Mongan, Arthur J., Box 128, Gibbs­

town, N. J. 
Korff, Dr. Serge A., 1088 Park Ave., 

New York, N. Y. 1002:8 -
Clark, Mrs. Eva T., 6423 Mt. View St., 

Joshua Tree, Calif., 92·252. -
Erck, Peter L., P. O. Box 368, Central 

Valley, N. Y. 109'17. 
Frigstad, Roger K., Walston & Co., 

111 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
4, Ill. 

Nielsen, C. M., 2147 East 6200 South, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84121. 

Fay, J. Richard, Pine Hill Rd., East 
Norwalk, Conn. 

Hilton, M. S., P. 0. Box 73, Elkhorn, 
Wisc. 

Thiel, John M., 13503 Chef Menteur 
Hwy., Apt. 112, New Orleans, 
La. 

Smith, Fred S., 2:502 Pine Cove Road, 
Prescott, Ariz. 86301. -

Dean, John M., P. 0. Bo~: 132, Cald-
well, N. J. 07006. 

Previous membership total 369 
New members 9 
Resigned 2 
Current membership total 376 
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data from the usage of the different 
titles was completely unworkable. 
People simply could not use the prop­
er stamps and did not, as one finds 
many early documents with incorrect 
usage. To legalize this situation, the 
Act of July, 1862, was amended De­
eember 25, 1862, to perinit the use 
of any kind of stamp on any docu­
ment, except for Proprietaries and 
Playing Cards (Schedule C). 

This Amendment of December 25, 
1862, consisted of only five sections. 
The first permitted the various Asses­
ors, Collectors, and their assistants 
and deputies, to administer oaths re­
quired under the Act, and the second 
provided that the Assistant Treasur­
ers, or Collectors, at San Francisco 
California, and Portland, Oregon, would 
be furnished stamps without advanced 
payment. 

Section 3 is the one pertinent to 
the use of proper titles and is quoted 
in full as follows: "And be it further 
enacted, That no instrument docu­
ment, writing, or paper of ~ny de­
scription, required by law to be 
&tamped, shall be deemed or held in­
valid and of no effect for the want 
of a particular kind or description of 
stamp designated for and denoting the 
duty charged on any such instrument, 
document, writing, or paper, provided 
a legal stamp, or stamps, dem:iting a 
duty of equal amount, shall have been 
duly affixed and used thereon: Pro­
\•ided, That the provisions of this sec­
tion shall not apply to any stamp ap­
propriated to denote the duty charged 
on proprietary articles." 

Section 4 exempts official instru­
ments and documents issued or used 
by officers of the Government while 
Section 5 provided that no do~ument 
sirned or issued before March 1, 1863. 
without stamps, shall be held invalid 
for that reason and provided that the 
documents, before being used in court 
must be stamped, and the stamps can­
celled with the date on which thev 
are used, together with the initial~ 
of the user. 

The schedule shown gives the rates 
for promis,s.ory notes under an amend-
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ment of March 3, 1863, which changed 
the original rates of July 1, 1862, and, 
as may be seen in the schedule re­
quired a 4c ar.d 6c value. Thi; ex­
plains why the 4c Inland Exchange 
and 6c Inland Exchange were not is­
sued until May 12, 1863, and also in­
dicates that Sc, 9c, 12c, 16c, 18'c, and 
24c stamps could have been issued. 
This schedule of March 3, 1863 was 
very complex and was simplified by 
the Amendment of June 30, 1864. 

The entry on the schedule showing 
the sale of le Proprietary stamps al­
so demonstrates clearly the manner 
in which the commission (frequently 
incorrectly referred to as a discount) 
was applied, and given in stamps. Reg­
ulations as to the use of Proprietary 
and Playing Cards stamps were even 
more complex. It is left to some bet­
ter informed member to furnish the 
complete story on thls subject. 

CANADIAN REVENUES 
Right now I pnibably have one of 

the finest stocks of Canadian and 
Newfoundland Revenues in existanee. 
If not in quantity-at least m var­
iety, and quality. Many rarities are 
available. 

Can supply a good many Plate 
Proofs of these as well. 

Want lists invited. UH either 
Holmes' or Sissons' nos. 

17() 
ED RICHARDSON 

303 Pin Oak Drive, LaMarque, Texa! 
172 

ONTARIO LAW STAMPS 
37 varieties including the scarce three 
$5 stamps, total catalogue value $80 
for only $5.00. Approvals on request. 

FRED JARRE'IT 
Box 302, Adelaide Street Postoffiee 

Toronto, Ont., Canada 

U. S. and State Revenue 
APPROV ALB at Reasonable Pricet 

U. S. Want Lists solicited. 
Largest state stock in wo'rld. 
Free stamps to new approval 

applicants. 
HUBBARD, Box 1124 

Smmyvale, Calif., 94088 
170 
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STAMP DUTIES 
FOH l'ltO~ll::'~UltY :\'(fl'J·::-', ETt'. 

On 

.\ )I 0 1· S. T. 
l>.1u:1111l, 

urnt•t 11\'t•r S11t ,_,·pr Xot o'""r Sot M1'f '°'it•·,···r (J\1' 

:~I ·1a~ !I, 1:a .1a~·:i ~l;j \h;ii. t llillJJth:-; lj llil•ILlh"' 1: m .. 1,: !,~ 

Not over $200 1 2 3 4 6 10 

.. .. 400 2 4 6 8 12 20 

.. ., 600 3 6 9 12 18 30 

.. .. 800 4 8 12 16 24 40 

,. 
" 1000 6 10 15 20 30 50 

INTERNAL REVDUE STAllPS, 
Of every variety, constantly for sale in &111111 to suit, and delivered WITuovr 
DELA\·, or sent hy return mail or expreu,..tiom &he 

ST AMP OFFICE, POST OFFICE, 
MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE, BOSTON 

Payment may be made ID any OUl'rent Funds. 

Tlw Gon•rnment Commission allowed on large purchases, viz: 2 per cl'nt. on :;:.i1l. 
or more; :l per cent. on $100, or rnm•e; 4 per cent. on $500, or morP. 

Address ,JOHN G. PALFREY, Posn1Asnn; Bo:;ton. 

Q}.os.to111 ~G-(_cft!. _. tsb / 

SCHEDULE OF REVENUE STillPS 

«1<tLcJ"ed ty1!k~vlt£~~--~~ ~-.~l~~~- -
'.'t:uupi-; of nny khut, <'Xt'f'pt Proprictnrr, may be Ufo;('tl lnditH•rlminnfl•tr, on nny i111"1tr111111·nt rt·qnirin;..: 

. -:-2 // ._,'(;.If c 

~o 

H:mw :nnouut. 

k'l101H -1 
nation . 

/ 
/ 
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REVENUE MART 
Buy, 11ell and exchange. 5c per word, minimum 20 words. Name and addl'ellll will 

count for 5 words. Send all copy and remittance to Advertising Manager, 
166,8 Sycamore St., Des Plaines, Ill. 60018 

WANTED: Stamped Paper- Revenues 
used as postage-Postage used as Rev­
enue--Literature. Write description an:i 
price of material before sending. For 
sale: Medicine Ad photos; Photo-Tab!a 
ot Stamp Duties March 3, 1863. J. n. 
Laurenz, ARA 667, 2,825 Reppuhn, ~a~­
:naw, Michigan. 170 

SCOTT listed 1st, 2nd, 3rd and later 
too, includ,ing dated Doci~. Non-Scott. 
U. S. tax-paids, modern foreign reve­
nues, hydrometers, lock seals, bee~ 

stamps, cigarette, cigars, snuff, and oth­
er stuff. John S. Bobo, 1668 Sycamore 
St., Des, Plaines, Illinois, 60018. tr 

.JOHN S. BOBO of Des Plaines, Illlnol>< 
has almost everything in revenues'. Scott 
Msted, non-Scott listed tax-paids and 
Foreign. Inquiries invited, 11668 Syca­
more St. 6001,8. Tf 

WANTED 
Foreign Revenues 

U. S. Marginal and Unlisted Items 
Locals, including reproductions 
Tax Paids - Official Seals 

In collections or in quantity 

For cash or auction 

JOHN W. NICKLIN 
171 

110 West 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 
10036 

WANTED 
U. S. POSSESSIONS REVENUES, 

TAX PAIDS AND REVENYE 
STAMPED PAPER 

Spanish and Danish issues as well as 
during and since U. S. administration. 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, U. S. Virgin 
Islands, Mexico U. S. A. Vera Cru7, 
Hawaii, Alaska, free of tax cigarette 
labels. Literature on entire world's 
revenues. 17fJ 

ROBERT SHELLHAMER 
ARA 145 

2364 Crestview Rd., Pittsburgh 16, Pa. 

l"age ··. '7,8 

FOR SALE. Interesting Civil War doc · 
uments with revenue stamps attached-· 
soldiers discharges, bounty claims, slav • 
document, affidavits, etc. Also insur.­
ance pollcies, deeds, checkl'l, etc., with 
f'tamps. Early U. S. legal document!' 
1798 to 1810, with embossed revenu·~ 

stamps of the period. Liberal discount.s 
to members. Frank L. Cox, 853 ·wash­
lngton Street, Gloucester, Mass. 169 

YOU OWE yourself the latest (1960) u. 
S. State Revenue catalog-$,5.00. Free: 
$2 approval credit. "El" Hubbard, J. 7 
W. San Fernando, San Jose, Calif. 9'5111 

172 

FOREIGN REVENUES 
Ask for approvals. 

Bryant-Pollard Co. 
Proctorsville, Vt. 

THE BEST MARKET 
for 

United States Revenues 
is the H. R. Harmer Auctions 
COLLECTING? Request the de· 

luxe, liberally illustrated, ac· 
curately described auction cat· 
alogues. They are free, to­
gether with a leaflet "How to 
Buy at Auction.'' 

SELLING? Ask for the bookhit 
"Modern Methods of Philatelic 
Selling" explaining the many 
advantages of utilising Harm· 
er's. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
The World's Foremost Stamp 

Auctioneers 
6 West 48th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10036 
PLaza 7 -4460 
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