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REVENUES OF LITHUANIA 
WIN AWARDS 

Twenty-four pages of "Revenues of 
Lithuania,'' exhibited by Joseph Gu
donis, ARA #'545, were first in the 
Revenues group in the 18th Annual 
Frankford Arsenal Stamp Show. The 
same exhibit also received an A. P. S. 
Silver Medal as "3rd Best of the 
Show." 

A 5-page exhibit of "Revenues of 
Memel under Lithuanian Occupation/' 
also by Mr. Gudonis, won a "2nd Best 
of the Show" trophy in the 4th An
nual Clothesline Exhibit of Chapter 2 
of the Germany Philatelic Society. 

LIBRARY ADDITION 

Through the courtesy of John S. 
Bobo, ARA #3, the A. R. A. Li
brary has received a copy of "Nor
wegian Railway and Steamship Par
cel Stamps" by Frederick A. Brofos. 
This 52-page booklet was recently 
published by the Scandinavian C-01-
lectors Club. 

The material covered is not strictly 
speaking in the revenue field, but it 
is close to it and may well fall in 
the interests of some of our members. 

June 1985 

REVENUES AT WESTPEX 

At the 6th WESTPEX, a stamp ex
hibit sponsored by the Association for 
Western Philatelic E:x;hibitions, Inc., a11 
the Jack Tar Hotel in San Francisco 
on April 28-24-25, 1965, there were 
three exhibitions of Ii!Venue stamps, 
all by members of thf.s Association. 
First place was awarded to Robert M. 
Leard for his five frames of the First 
Ie&ue, Selected Pages, while the sec
ond place medal went to W. C. Aichele 
who entered five frames of U. S. 
Stamped Paper. The third medal went 
to Abe Hochman who entered five 
frames of his outstanding collection 
of Trial Colors and Proofs of the 
Private Proprietaries. The revenue ex
hibits were placed in a very favorable 
location, near the entrance, and our 
well known dealer-member, L. J. Hor
ovitz of Sunnyvale, California, acted 
as a judge for this section, assisted 
by Earl Oakley, Basil Pearce and Wil
liam Wylie, publisher of the Western 
Stamp Collector. Quite a number of 
·Revenuers were in attendance in ad
dition to the exhibitors, including OUJ! 

Secretary-Treasurer, Frank Newton, 
one of our Eastern Directors, George 
Turner, and our first President, Ei- -
bert Hubbard, ARA #1. 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
A subject that comes up for discussion from time to time is whether or 

not this As,sociation should, or should not, have a Sale Department. When 
this 1question was put to your Directors r€cently, there. was a considerable di
versity of opinion. It is a good means by which collectors may dispose of dup
licates, and by which others may obtain items wanted for their collections. 
However these desirable results are not obtainable without a lot of effort, 
and some risk to the Association. It is probable that we would require a 
major part of some member's time to operate a Sales Department, the Sales 
Manager to be compensated in some manner based on the stamps sold. It 
would be necessary to have some sort of insurance to protect members enter
ing stamps, for protection against substitution or loss, and against theft. 
At present we know of no one willing to undertake the chores of a Sales Man
ager, but would like very much to hear from members who may be interested, 
or to have your opinions on how the operation might be conducted. 

Our most recent Roster was published by our immediate past Secretary
Treasurer, John Norton, at a minimum of cost to the Association, due to our 
limited finances at the time. It has been decided by the Directors to issw.e 
Directories in January of even numbered years, hence our next Directory is 
planned for January 19616. This will be a printed booklet, containing a list
ing of members and their specialties., an Index to The American Revenuer and 
other features. Suggestions from members as to content will be most wel-
come. -Robert M. Leard 
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THE le EXPRESS SHORT TRANSFER VARIETY 
Robert M. Leard, ARA #777 

For a considerable period of time 
revenue collectors who have special
ized in our First Issue have been a
ware of what appears to be a short 
transfer of the le Express stamp, 
Scott's Rl. The opinion has been ex
pressed by some experts that it is 
not a true plate variety, but rather 
is a result of poor inking. The pur
pose of this arti~le is to present the 
evidence that it is a short transfer, 
a plate variety worthy of catalog list
ing. 

Figure 1 is a reproduction of a 
photograph of three individual cop
ies of the variety. As will be noted, 
the design is incomplete at the bot
tom, with the line below the word 
EXPRESS in the center, the lines be
low the ovals containing the numerals 
of value, and the foliated ornaments 
all being incomplete. As all three 

copies appear identical it would seem 
highly unlikely that the variety would, 
be due to under inking or too heavy 
a wipe. Ink varieties are just not this 
constant. 

Such a variety could conceivably b~ 
caused by the wear of the entries at 
the edge of a plate which takes place 
after long and hard usage. That this 
circumstance is not the cause of the 
variety is clearly shown in Figure 2, 
made from a photograph of a hori
zontal strip of three on an original 
document having five copies of the le 
Express stamp attached to pay the 
correct rate for an Affidavit. It will 
be noted that the variety comes in 
the middle of the strip of three, be
tween two normal stamps. Hence it 
is obvious that the position can not 
be in either the right or left marginal 
columns of entries on the plate. Fur-

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

June 1965 Pase 69 



ther, the stamp to the left of the var
iety shows the top line of the stamp 
below, so the strip can not come from 
the bottom row of entries. As the 
missing lines are at the bottom of 
the design, and the areas where they 
occur is surrounded by other entries, 
it does not seem plausible that it 
might be caused by plate wear. 

In The Bureau Specialist for May 
1964, in an article dealing with the 
JJlates used for the First Issue, George 
T. Turner points out on page 172. that 
two plates were used to print this 
. stamp. One plate carries both the 
numbers lD and lE, and is a multiple 
relief plate. The other bears the num
ber 1, and was made with a single re
lief. Personal communication from, 
Mr. 'Ilurner on distinguishing stamps 
from these two plates, leads the writ
er to the conclusion that the short 
transfer variety is on the No. 1 plate. 
As this plate was also used to 
print imperforate and part perforate 
stamps, there is a distinct possibility 
that the short transfer may also be 
found on these stamps, but the writer 
has never seen a copy. Further infor
mation relative to the location of the 
variety on the plate, and the presence 
of imperforate and part perforate 
short transfers is earnestly sought. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Secretary-Treas. Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 

6730 N. Temple City Blvd. 
Arcadia, Calif. 91007 

New Members 
1-02!6 McNeil, Michael B. 
1027 Marsh, William J. 
1-028 Crise, E. A. 
Reinstatement 
779 Philatelic Club of Los Angeles, 

Inc. 
Dropped for non-payment of dues 
222 Blume, Malcom J. 

Applications Received 
Hodgdon, Frank W., III, 3637 Cody 

Rd., Sherman Oaks, Calif .. , by 
Sherwood 1Springer. Gen. U. S. 
Rev., Match & Medicines, Nar
cotics. 

Mangold, Robert H., 12'632 S. Maple 
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Ave., Blue Island, Ill. 60406, by 
F. Newton. All Scott listed U. 
S. Rev., Match & Medicines. 

Michel, William F., 1001'8 N. LaCrosse, 
Skokie, Ill. 60077, by F. Newton 
U. S. Rev. on documents -
proper use. 

Kumar, Santosh, 8/10 "G" Block, Con
naught Circus, New Delhi 1, In
dia, by R. Leard. Dealer and 
India, Indian States, Canada, 
U. S., Nepal, Pakistan, Bhutan. 

Millar, Wendell, 220 Loomis Ave., Syr
acuse, N. Y. 13207, by W. Hal
ey. Gen. Rev., Specializes in U . 
S. and B. N. A. since 191-0. 

Membership Summary 
PreviollS membership total 380 
New members 8 
Reinstatement 1 
Dropped for non-payment of dues 1 
Current membership total 883 

As mentioned in the March issue, 
the records closed at the end of April. 
It has been gratifying to have so 
many continue their memberships this 
year. There appears to be an upward 
membership trend which you can help 
by telling your revenue collector 
friends about us. A short note is all 
that is needed to bring a sample 
copy of The American Revenuer, a 
letter about the ARA and an applica
tion. Your secretary has been trying 
to provide rapid reply to all letters. 

While we do not publish in July 
or August, the Secretary's office is 
still operating and as someone said 
''The mail must go through." 

It is particularly pleasing to see 
an increase in articles being sent in 
for The American Revenuer. We are 
making an earnest effort to provide 
you the kind of publication you want 
and give you value received. 

I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who have written and 
offered suggestions and encourage
ment. 

FOREIGN REVENUES 
Ask for approvals. 

Bryant-Pollard Co. 
Proctorsville, Vt. 

tf 

The American Revenuer 



PRICES REALIZED IN SIEGEL'S 267th SALE, OCTOBER 6-7, 1964 

(Continued from May issue) 

Lot No. Description Price Realized 
868 $500. Wines, Series of 1941 (RE166). Perf. Initials, Very Fine --- 10.00 
800 $600 Wines, Series of 1941 (RE167). Usual minor faults, Very 

Fine appearance --------------------------------------------- 23.00 
87() $1000 Wines, Series of 1941 (RE169). Very fine for these ------ 36.00 
871 $3000 Wines, Series of 1941 (REl71). Oentered, usual minor faults 23.00 
873 2c Ultramarine Roulette 12% (RF2d). Small creases, VF appear. 12.00 
875* 2c Deep Blue, Perforated (RF4). Minor wrinkle, Fine. Not listed 

unused ------------------------------------------------------ 15.00 
876 2c Deep Blue, Perforated (RF4). A. P. C. Co. Jan rn, 1003 cane, VF 13.00 
877 2c Deep Blue, Perforated (RF4). Light AD 1902 Cancel, Fine ---- 10.00 
878 Act of 191'7 Diagonal Purple Provisional Opt. of Indianapolis I. R. 

Office on 2c Blue (RF'5 var.). "Cancelled Feb. ·6, 19H~ T. T. Co." 
cancel, faint bend, otherwise Very Fine, unlisted in Scott -------- 80.00 

879 Act of 1'9l'j' Reading Down in Purple, Racine, Wis. I. R. Office Pro
visional Opt. on 2e Blue (RF5 var.) Inverted "L. P. H. 12-13-18" 
cancel, faint crease, Fine appearance, unlisted in Scott -------- 40.00 

880* Act of 191'7 Reading up in Purple, Racine, Wis. I. R. Office Provis-
ional Opt. on 2c Blue (RF\5 var.). Creases, V. F. appearance, unlisted 
in Scott -------------------------------------------------- 77.50 

•881 Act of 1917 Reading Down in Purple, Racine, Wis. I. R. Office Provi
sional Opt. on 2c Blue (RF6) var.). Inverted "L. P. H. 12-13-18" 
cancel, faint crease, Fine appearance, unlisted in Scott --------- 40.00 

882 7c H Provisional Surcharge in Violet of Harris & Co. on 2'c Blue 
(RF5 var.). Feb. 24, 1919 cancel in violet str. line, tiny tear, V. F. 
appearance, unlisted in Scott --------------------------------- 60.00 

888* Act of Oct. ·3, 1'917 in Purple Str. Line covering 3 stamps, Provision- . 
al Opt. of Los Angeles I. R. Office en 2c Blue (RF5 var.). Fine __ 00.00 

884* Act of Oct. 3, 1917 in Purple Str. Line covering 3 stamps, Provis-
ional Opt. of Los Angeles I. R. Office on 2c Blue (RF5 var.). Top 
Plate No. Block of 6 with Overprint Applied Twice, A Wonderful 
Showpiece, Very Fine -------------------------------------- 300.00 

886 "17" on 2c Blue, Split Overprint (RF16 var.). "7" at I., "1" at r., 
191'5 cancel, Reading Down, faint bend, otherwise Very Fine ____ 32.00 

'888 7c on 2c Blue, Inverted Overprint (RF7a). Faint trace of bend, 
V. F. -------------------------------------------------------- 76.00 

898 7c on 2c Double Carmine Surcharge (RFlOb). Faint trace of bend, 
otherwise Very Fine ----------------------------------------- 87.50 

·894 7c on 2'c Double Carmine Surcharge, Inverted (RFlOc). Light er., 
Very Fine appearance ---------------------------------------- 32.00 

896 Large Class A, Imperforate (RFU). Huge margins "S. S. Adams 
& co. 1920" cancel, small faults, Very Fine appearance, Rare cane. 17.00 

(to be continued) 

UNITED STATES REVENUES 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION 

Occasionally we run a sale WITHOUT 
them, but most DO include them. 

May we send you our next catalog? 
176 

HERMAN HERST, JR. 
Shrub Oak, N. Y. 10588 

June 1969 

SPRINGFIELD LIST of United States 
tax-paids, hydrometers, lock seals, etc., 
mimeo reprint 45 pages and index. Or
iginally published by Bartlett & Nor
ton, 1'912. Price $2.00 postpaid. Rec
ommended. 1'76 

David C. Strock 
4109 25th Avenue S. W. 

Seattle, Wash. 98106 
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SMITHSONIAN TO BEGIN SERIES OF NATIONAL HISTORICAL EVENTi 
EXHIBITS 

Opener Is 200th Anniversary of Virginia Resolves Against Stamp Act 

Secretary S. Dillon Ripley has an
nounced that the Smithsonian instit
ution will initiate a series of special 
exhibitions commemorating significant 
national historical events which led 
to American Independence. 

The first, which will open May 2·9 
in the Museum of History and Tech
r;ology, will memorialize the bicen
tennial of the Virginia Resolves -
.spirited by Patrick Henry's famous 
"Treason" oration against the Stamp 
Act. 

Two very rare British revenue 
stamps, including one newspaper 
stamp, designed for use in America 
under the Stamp Act, will be among 
the many historic objects .selected for 
the exhibit. Also included will be 
broadsides, pamphlets, printed engrav
ings, and political cartoons opposing 
the Stamp Act. 

According to Wilcomb E. Washburn, 
Smithsonian's curator of political his
tory, a rare "Wilkes and Liberty" 
punchbowl of Chinese export-ware, 
commemorating the fight of .English
man John Wilkes for Parliamentary 
reform, will be featured in the exhi
bition. 

The Stamp Act provided that spe
ciial stamps, costing from a half a 
penny to ten pounds, be affixed to 
colonial commercial and legal docu
ments, newspapers, pamphlets, alman
acs, liquor licenses, playing cards, and 
dice. 

When the British Parliament voted 
passage of the Stamp Act, the reac-

tion in the American colonies was im
mediate. The first response occurred 
in the Virginia House of Burgesses, 
which, fired by the oratory of Patrick 
Henry, passed the Virginia Resolve!! 
on May 30, 1765. Henry had drafted 
and introduced the Resolves on May 
W, and defended them in his fiery 
speech one day later. 

Following Virginia's lead, other col-

~ 
THE BEST MARKET 

for 
United States Revenues 

is the H. R. Harmer Auctions 
COLLECTING? Request the de· 

luxe, liberally illustrated, ac
curately described auction cat
alogues. They are free, to
gether with a leaflet "How to 
Buy at Auction." 

SELLING? Aak for the bookloet 
"Modern Methods of Philatelic 
Selling" explaining the many 
advantages of utilising Harm· 
er'a. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
The World'• Foremost Stamp 

Auctioneers 
6 West 48th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10036 
PLaza 7·4460 

tt 

TO ALL MY FELLOW ARA MEMBERS 

Here's an investment opportunity of the year! I am SELLING OUT mf' 
entire stock of PHILIPPINE revenues, documentaries, postal savings, custom<J 
service and cigarette stamps-USED entires and hundreds of MINT sheets 
of the U. S. Administration and Jap. Occupation Issues. 

Easily valued at $25,000.00 current prices, will consider any reasonable 
offer. If interested, send for the complete inventory. Buyer gains control 
of the largest Philippine Revenue stock anywhere. 
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Severino N. Luna - ARA 991 
919 Morayta, Manila, Philippines 

The American Revenuer 



onial delegations met to oppose the 
obnoxious act. In October 17165, dele
gates from nine of the colonies met 
in New York in the Stamp Act Con
gress, while patriots calling them
selve!I "Sons of Liberty" organized 
vociferous, and sometimes violent, op
position to the Stamp Act. 

American colonists argued that the 
colonies had the right to tax them
.selves, and that passage of the Stamp 
Act by Parliament amounted to "tax
ation without representation," and vi
olated their natural, and constitutio!l
al, rights. 

Although the Stamp Act was re
pealed on March 1'8, 1766, its passage 
marked the beginning of the end of 
British colonial rule in America. 

The special exhibition, located on 

June 196'5 

c 
the second floor of the Museum e>f 
History and Technology, can be ' ie'.ved 
daily throughout the summer from 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m. 

WANTED 
U. S. POSSESSIONS REVENUES, 

TAX PAIDS AND REVENlIB 
STAMPED PAPER 

Spanish and Danish issues as well as 
during and since U. S. administration, 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, U. S. Virgin 
Islands, Mexko U. S. A. Vera Cruz, 
Hawaii, Alaska, free of tax cigarett<i 
labels. Literature on entire world's 
revenues. 

ROBERT SHELLHAMER 
ARA 145 

182 

2364 Crestview Rd., Pittsburgh 16, Pa. 

pq.aa 



E. T. RUSSELL 
By Bruce Miller, ARA #372 

Eliakim T. Russell was the succes
sor of William Brooks, who began t..o 
manufacture matches at North Ash
burnham, Mass. at the early date of 
1887. Brooks built up a thriving bus
iness, but became involved in expen
sive litigation over patent infringe
ments (probably of the Phillips pat
ent, owned by Ezekial Byam), and 
sold out to Russell sometime prior to 
1866. 

Local history states that Russell 
operated the factory only through 
that year, which may account for the 
fact that although Russell's private 
die was approved in December, 1865, 
no stamps were issued from it until 
Febroary, 1867. According to the 
·BRB: "Mr. Russell evidently sold out 
to one M. B. Lane, as all orders and 
correspondence were in the latter 
name during the latter part of the 
life of the stamp." Considering the 
above facts, I am inclined to believe 
that ALL the Russell stamps were 
used by Lane. 

Martin B. Lane was a resident of 
Ashburnham, and was presumably the 
"M. B. Lane" referred to as Russell's 
successor. However, he is not men
tioned in connection with the match 
business, whereas, one Milton Lane of 
the same town is named as a manu
facturer of match stock or splints. 
The two Lanes were quite probably 
relatives, and my own surmise would 
b<> that they both had an interest in 
the Ashburnham factory. Martin B'. 
Lane may have supplied the capital 
and/or handled the rusiness end, while 
Milton Lane supervised the actual 
production. 

In any case, the isSIUe of the Rus
sell stamps continued through Janu
ary, 1872. Byam, Carlton & Co. of 
Boston are known to have operated 
a branch factory at Ashburnham, and 
it is quite possible that they bought 
out the Russell/Lane business at that 
time. 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 
The following members have dem

onstrated their interest in the Amer-
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ican Revenue Association by becom
ing Contributing Members for the 
current year. Their added support 
makes possible more for all the mem
bers. 

The 156 contributing members listed 
comprise just about 15% of the total 
membership. Why don't you join them 
next· year. 

Martin A. August 912, Harold T. 
Baldwin 967, Norman J. Barton ~55, 
Howard B. Beaumont 247, Harvey S. 
Bissell 144, Oliver R. Bloom 808, John 
S. Bobo 3, Jonathan B. Buckley 7156, 
Harry G. Davis 6'59, John M. Dean 
7118, Joseph S. Einstein 005, Herman 
Eisele 78, Gerald R. Engstrom 706, 
Peter L. Erck 964. 

Domenico Facci 892, J. Richard Fay 
1815, Samuel B. Frank 487, Harry 
Furniss, Jr. 293, Christopher C. Gold
smith 961, John F. Gruss 393, Miller 
H. Hurt 004, A. 0. Imbler 99, Gerald 
P. Koch 963, Adolph Koeppel 492, 
Robert M. Leard m, Errol H. Locke 
002, Colin MacR. Makepeace 32, B. 
H. Matthies 115. 

Jack E. Molesworth 363, Arthur J. 
Mongan '859, Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
856, John W. Nicklin 7£1, John L. 
Parker 295, C. A. Reed 33·9, E. Gordon 
Robbins 866, Richard E. Robinson 458, 
Nereus Hubert Roy 501, Frederick 
Sang 8-06, C. W. Schedler 834, Theo
dore Sheldon 8-0, Dr. H. P. Sheilabear 
8, Robert H. Sheilhamer 145. 

I. Irving Silverman 290, J. N. Sis
s0ns 700, Sherwood Springer 399, Fred 
E. Starr 841, David C. Strock 21, 
George Taraile 554, Dr. Albert E. 
Thill ,597, Henry Tolman 25, Clinton 
B. Vanderbilt 494, Honer E. Webb 
197, Donald G. White 154, Maurice P. 
Whitney 6'52, Fred D. Wi.Iliamson 657, 
l..ouis Yagle 415. 

REVENUE MART 
U. S. Revenues listed and unlisted. A!
o modern world revenues with empha
ls on quality, Including U. S. posses
Ions revenues. Some hydrometers an.l 
ocks seals also available. Want Ilsi.~ 

or Scott listed Items given careful at
entlon. Most consular and forell!'n ser. 

:Vice fee stamps available. John S. :Robn. 
668 Sycamore Street, Des Plaines. ill. 
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