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WHO HAS THE MISSING PIECE TO THE PUZZLE?
Carter Litchfield, ARA #880

iu 4 CENT PER POUND

2454543 "
»

TAX Ve CENT PER POUND.
Cror mav e 1908

2T

“Over the past few years, I have ac- process butter taxpaids i my collec-
cumulated a good many Series of 1916 tion and duplicates. I recently began
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studying these stamps to see if I
could somehow correlate the control
numbers with sheet position. If the
pattern for serial number coding
could be established, then the sheet
position of a single stamp could eas-
ily be determined from its control
number.

Much to my surprise, I found that
I had sixteen Series of 1916—10 Ib.
process butter taxpaids which all had
serial numbers between 2454541 and
2454560. All sixteen stamps were can-
celled “JUL 81 1944” and “ALA-
BAMA”. Closer study of the straight
edges, rouletting, guidelines and
control numbers showed that all the
stamps came from the same sheet. I
immediately reassembled the sixteen
stamps into the original sheet form
which is shown in the photo. The en-
tire sheet, except for the center block
of four, had been sitting in my ecol-
lection!
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The reassembled sheet can not tell
us many details about the printing of
the Series of 1916 process butter tax-
paids. These stamps were printed in
sheets of 20 (4 stamps wide and 5
stamps high). A horizontal guide line
appears between the second and third
rows. A vertical guide line appears
between the second and third col-
umns at the center of the sheet. The
last two numerals of the control
numbers appear in the following or-
der:

41 46 51 56
42 47 52 57
43 48 53 58
44 49 b4 59
45 50 55 60

For consecutive numbering of the
stamps during printing, each control
number must have been advanced by
20 (the number of stamps per sheet)
after each sheet was printed. Thus
the last two numerals of the stamp
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in the upper left corner would al-
ways be -41, -61, -81, 01, or -21. The
last two numerals of the stamp in
the upper right corner would always
be -56, -76, -96, -16, or -36. Study of
many stamps from the 1916 issue
shows that this relationship holds
true. Therefore, the last numeral of
the control number never changed
from sheet to sheet. We also know
that all external edges of the sheet
were straight edges.

This combination of control number
and straight edge can now be used
to identify the exact sheet position
of a single stamp. For example, sup-
pose one has a 10 lb. stamp with the
control number 621927 and with rou-
letting on all four sides. Only two po-
sitions have control numbers ending
in 7, and one of these is rouletted on
all four sides, while the other has a
straight edge on the right side. It is
obvious, therefore, that a stamp with
control number 621927 came from the
same sheet position as 47 in the
sbove diagram.

It is interesting to speculate about
the history of this particular sheet
of 10 lb. Series of 1916 process but-
ter taxpaids. I am guessing that the
entire sheet was originally acquired
intact by some collector. When the
sheet was split up, the centerline block
was probably sold as the most desir-
able piece. The remainder was split
into 2 blocks of four and 4 pairs
which eventually ended up in my col-
lection. Does any collector reading
this article have the missing piece to
the puzzle, the centerline block of
four? If so, I certainly hope he will
write me g0 that we can learn the
true history of this sheet and per-

haps reassemble the entire sheet for
a full “family portrait.”

PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
HERE

EIIHIIE——

NEW YORK

THE BEST MARKET

for United States Revenues
is the H. R. Harmer Auctions

COLLECTING? Request the
deluxe, liberally illustrated,
accurately described auction
catalogues. They are free, to-
gether with a leaflet “How to
Buy at Auction.”

SELLING? Ask for the book-
let “Modern Methods of Phil-
atelic Selling” explaining the
many advantages of utilising
Harmers.

H. R. Harmer, Inc.
International Philatelic Auctioneers
6 West 48th Street
New York, N. Y. 10036
(212) PL 7-4460

REVENUE MART

Buy, sell and exchange.

5¢c per word, minimum 20 words. Name and address will

count for 6 words. Send all copy and remittance to Advertising Manager,
1668 Sycamore St., Des Plaines, 11l. 60018

FOREIGN Revenues on approval at low
prices. Large stock of many countries.
‘W. J. Pieterse, 13 Franconia Dr., Nash-
ua, N. H. 03060 194
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FREE $2 Gift with latest (1960) state
revenue catalog at $5. 1967 U. S. list
25c. Approvals. Hubbard’s, 17 W. San
Fernando, San Jose, Calif. 95113. 196
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MORE ON OPIUM STAMPS
John C. Ruback, ARA #292

February’s article concerned Smok-
ing Opium stamps. I have two other
opium tax items, and one final good
question.

Several years ago I obtained a copy
of an ‘“Order Form for Opium, etc.”
Recently I obtained a few more, so
that some deductions can be made.
There have been at least three edi-
tions of these order forms. The one
illustrated is about 6%x9 inches with
both original and duplicate in black
ink on white USIR watermarked pa-
per. Others I have are about 83%x10%
inches with the original copy printed
in black and the duplicate in red.
From the dates it would appear that
the small size was the first one issued
for use under the Harrison Narcotic
Act of 1914 and that the larger ones
came later, with the most complicat-
ed of the large ones being the most
recent. (That figures!) )
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It is interesting to look at the
watermark in the paper of these or-
der forms, it is very clearly seen when
held up to the light. On two forms
the watermark is correctly placed,
to be read from the face of the docu-
ment; on one copy it is reversed, cor-
rectly readable from the reverse side;
on one copy it is both sidewise and
reversed! The Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, obviously, wasn’t very
particular about the way they fed
the paper through their printing
presses.

There is also a Special Tax Stamp
that is still in use. And lest anyone
try to say this is not a stamp, it
loudly proclaims what it is, in three
different places. This stamp is print-
ed on a white commercial bond paper,
all my copies are on “Chieftan Bond.”
The size of the stamp is about 31 x
8% inches. Each year it is printed
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with a different color of ink. I have
blue, brown (two shades) and green
(two shades).

You will notice that this stamp lists
the class of tax on the second line)
as “4 and 5”. This means that the
owner of the business (whose name
we have thought it best to block ou?)
was a ‘“physician, dentist, veterinary
surgeon or other practicioner” (class
IV) and a “manufacturer of or deal,
er in exempt preparations (including
dispensing physician)” (class V).
(Quotations are from Section 151.41,
Title 26 (1954), Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, as quoted in United States
Treasury Department Regulation #5.)

One final matter, as late as 1930
stamps for “Prepared Smoking Opi-
um” were still listed in the “Catalogue
of Stamps Available” from the Treas-
ury Department, Office of the Com-

missioner of Internal Revenue. The
same three denominations (4, 8 and
16 oz.) as listed in the “Springfield”
catalogue (and listed in my last art-
icle) were available.

So now to the questions: Were
these stamps the same stamps as the
1891 issue? Why were they still a-
vailable in 1930? According to Treas-
ury Department, Bureau of Narcoties
Regulations Number 8, as of 1914 the
tax on smoking opium was $300 a
pound. The tax is so high and all of
the complications of business are such
(among other things, a bond of “not
less than $100,000”) that the Bureau
of Narcotics says no one has ever
qualified to engage in the manufac-
ture of this narcotic.

Finally, I am sure there are many
questions that I am too ignorant to
ask. What are these?

THE AIRPORT TAX STAMPS OF GERMANY
W. J. Pieterse, ARA #1022

Fluggastgebihr
DMS5.- %2;

o
Gebuhrenordnung for die Flughéfen O
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland !

vom 1. April 1966

Q0
P

o

In Europe most airports are gov-
ernment owned and in most countries
passengers have to pay an airport
tax for using the facilities of the air-
port. In most countries this tax was
collected by a government official at
the airport who marked the payment
with a rubber stamp on the boarding
card. Until recently only Spain was
using revenue stamps for this pur-
pose and this was a large size stamp
of 60 pesetas ($1.00).

On April 1, 1966, Germany intro-
duced special airport tax stamps of
DM. 5.00 ($1.25). All passengers
travelling abroad have to pay this
tax and the stamps are put on the
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front cover of the airplane ticket and
cancelled with a rubber stamp. Each
airport has its own stamps and the
name of the airport is shown in the
international code for this airport
(DUS for Dusseldorf). The stamps
are printed in red with yellow under-
print on white paper. I have the
following stamps in my collection:

CGN (Cologne)

DUS (Dusseldorf)

FRA (Frankfurt)

Undoubtedly stamps of all other
airports in Germany exist, but have
not been seen. These would be BER
(Berlin), BRE (Bremen), HAM (Ham-
burg), HAJ (Hannover), STR (Stutt-
gart), and NUE (Nurnberg).
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary-Treasurer: Bruce Miller

521 Alster Avenue
Arecadia, California 91006

New Members

1110 Snure, Howard F., Jr.
1111 Ginensky, Richard I.

Resigned

982 Cox, Mrs. Betty Jane
474 Lee, William G.

319 Markell, Dr. C. M.
1073 Martin, Howard L.
1016 Powers, Roger T.

Deceased

278 Daniels, F. W.
7683 Howard, Charles E.

Dropped for Non-payment of Dues

1086 Ashman, Robert E.
956 Bellinghausen, Charles J.
144 Bissell, Harvey S.
684 Braceland, J. Frank, Jr.
563 Byckoff, Michael M.
928 Caldwell, Nelson E.
1036 Clark, Richard N.
997 Fuerst, Robert E.
961 Goldsmith, Christopher C.
765 Haggerty, Cecelia R.
1 Hubbard, E. S. A.
963 Koch, Gerald P.
84 Martin, Gilmore E.
817 Martin, Robert S.
379 Mozian, Herant
761 Nicklin, John W.
1002 Schafer, Paul L.
1047 Scheele, Carl H.
1056 Schlegel, Alfred R.
1051 Silene, Harold B.
1064 Sjoberg, David J.
1077 Tobias, Edwin R.
398 Vanderbilt, C. M.
1082 Weeks, Spencer M.
941 Wilson, Edward A.

Application Received

Address Changes

Bulkley, Jonathan D., 130 Geary St.,
San Francisco, Calif.

Einstein, Joseph S., 10100 Peach Park-
way, Skokie, Ill. 60076.
Giokaris, D. James, 139569 East Mar
Vista, Whittier, Calif. 90602.
Howard, Mrs. Margaret A., 2128 Mon-
roe, Apt. 5, Santa Clara, Calif.
95050.

Mag, J. Marvin, 8721 Norwood Dr.,
Leawood, Kans. 66206.

Maus, Albert F., 1030 El Monte, Apt.
102, Mountain View, Calif.
McNeil, Michael B., 611 East 46th St.,

Kansas City, Mo. 64110.
SPA Journal Editor, 11718 Chapel
Rd., Clifton, Va. 22024.

Previous membership total 409
New members 2
Resigned 5
Deceased 2
Dropped for non-payment of dues 25
Current membership total 379

PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
HERE

U. 8.

REVENUE
WANT LISTS FILLED

Sideline Material,
Tax Paids and Foreign Revenues

200
JOHN S. BOBO
1668 Sycamore St.

Lauria, Frank P., 426 Mount Pleasant Des Plaines, I1l. 60018

Ave., Mamaroneck, N. Y. 10543,
by B. Miller. Collects USIR, Statz

and Private Die. 00000000000000000000000000
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CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS — 1967

Following is a list of A. R. A. Con-
tributing Members for the current
year. Since membership dues are by
far the largest source of the A. R. A.’s
income, the importance of these con-
tributions cannot be over emphasized.
If your name is not on this list, why
not put it there next time around?

255 William C. Aichele
756 Norman J. Barton
247 Howard B. Beaumont
1102 John J. Benson
808 Oliver R. Bloom
3 John S. Bobo
7566 Jonathan D. Bulkley
1034 Eli N. Crupain
6569 Harry G. Davis
718 John M. Dean
665 Joseph S. Einstein
78 Herman Eisele
815 J. Richard Fay
487 Dr. Samuel B. Frank
293 Harry Furniss, Jr.
448 Anthony Giacomelli
1104 Ward R. Helman
5 <Charles H. Hermann
28 M. S. Hilton
904 Miller H. Hurt
99 A. O. Imbler
976 Elmo A. James
1012 Frank H. Karlson
443 Arthur Kimmell
492 Adolph Koeppel
110 Dr. Serge A. Korff
1042 Santosh Kumar
Carter Litchfield
Errol H. Locke
32 Colin R. Makepeace
Joseph L. Markey
Bernard H. Matthies
Bruce Miller
Jack E. Molesworth
Arthur J. Mongan
Frank Q. Newton, Jr.
John L. Parker
Willem Jan Pieterse
Jacques Posell
Paul J. Puchalski
C. A. Reed
Dr. Richard F. Riley
E. Gordon Robbins
501 Nereus H. Roy
806 Frederick Sang
85 Theodore Sheldon
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8 Dr. Hugh P. Shellabear
145 Robert H. Shellhamer
290 I. Irving Silverman
399 Sherwood Springer
Fred E. Starr

21 David C. Strock

554 George Tarallo

597 Dr. Albert E. Thill
25 Henry Tolman II

494 Clinton B. Vanderbilt
Norbert F. Wacker
Honer E. Webb
Woodrow W. Westholm
Donald G. White
Maurice P. Whitney
Fred D. Williamson
Louis W. Yagle

197
478
154
652

415

STATE TAX NOTES
Chas. H. Hermann, ARA #5

Georgia

City of Rome. The familiar design
showing the ‘“March of De Soto’” has
come along in two new varieties.

50c carmine and black with the pic-
ture dropped to clear “BEER TAX”

50c carmine and black, the four cor-
rer “50°s” are smaller and most type
reset in light face type. Roul. 13%
vertical in carmine.

Cobb County. Signature of Ernest
W. Barrett and Kennesaw Mt. in
green, all type in red.

60c green and red, roul. 9% vert.

60c blue green and red, roul. 6%
vertically.

T72¢ green and red on green, roul.
6% vertically.

Rockdale County. Seal in center and
signature at bottom. Serial number
in black on all.

$1.08 blue, roul. 6% vert. in black,
signature of John W. MecCollum.

72¢ carmine, Raiph Richardson sig-
nature, roul. 93 vert. in black.

72¢ carmine, Bobby Brisinline sig-
nature, roul. 9% vert. in black.
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Kansas

Kansas has a new egg stamp die
cut, 133 x 82% mm. The frame line
is an outline map of Kansas. “Kansas
/ Grade A” at upper right with state
seal to left. 15 doz. blue.

Tennessee

A display case seed tax stamp is
used in addition to the seed stamps
used on seed purchases.

1962-63. Die cut. 102x32 mm. Serial
number, seal and date in green.

$1.00 black and green.

Tennessee has added a 7c blue to
the long set of tobacco stamps. It’s
in the solid numeral type of 1933.

Texas

Texas went for deep blue on the
1966 Mature Citrus fruit inspection
stamp.

1%c roul. 6% horiz.
Page 86

Virginia

The Bear-Deer Damage stamp is in
the usual bear going over the hill
design.

$1.00 black on green with serial
number, “GILES” and 1966-67 in red.
Slot perf. 6.

West Virginia

A half barrel stamp with 50x30 mm
panels at each end and space between
similar to the Kentucky beer stamps.

1% barrel yellow with Half Barrel,
serial number, signature and content
in blue. Die cut.

Wisconsin

The new oleomargarine tax stamp
of Wisconsin no longer shows the
rate, but has 1 lb. in oval in center
of map outline design.

1 lb. green, pressure type stamp.
The American Revenuer
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