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Suggestions For Mounting and Exhibiting Fiscals
By Prof. Phil Atlee

It is probably a safe assumption
that most members of the ARA have
advanced far beyond the stage of
consulting thosc numerous “Dick and
Jane” texts on “How to Collect
Stamps.” However, mounting and ex-
hibiting fiscal material does present
some problems not usually touched
on in such general works, and it is
hoped that some comments on the
subject might not he amiss. What fol-
lows is intended to apply not only
to revenues per sc, but to other “back
of-the-book”  material, e.g., tele-
graphs, locals, stationery, and all
the potpourri of stamps, pseudo-
stamps, labels, stickers, decals, ete.,
etc., now lumped under the all- m-
clusive heading of “Cinderecllas.” Em-
phasis has been given to mounting
for cxhibition, because there is no
question that this type of material,
properly displayed, can and does win
show awards, affording not only pride
and satisfaction to the owner, but
worthwhile publicity for the off-trail
fields of philately.

The first rule in mounting is:
“Mount!” An item not worth the time
and effort to mount is ccrtainly not
worth collecting in the first place. A
“collection” reposing in  shoeboxes
and envelopes is of no interest and
Jittle value to the owner or anyone

clse. Except for the Scott National
pages and Sherwood Springer’s Na-
tional-style pages for Match and Med-
icine and telegraphs, fiscal collectors
are out of luck in respcct to printed
pages, and must of neccssity rely on
blank albums. The best all-around
album is, without doubt, the plain,
old-fashioned 3-ring binder. Such bin-
ders, sturdily made, covered in dur-
able vinyl and cquipped with page-
lifters, are inexpensive, readily avail-
able, and, unless overcrowded, allow
the pages to lic FLAT, and permit
the removal of pages WITHOUT dis-
turbing those remaining. Hinged-
post, spring-back, and various patent
“hingeless” albums ordinarily ~ offer
none of these advantages, and possess
the disadvantages of high cost and
the use of special pages which may
prove not only expensive but diffi-
cult to obtain.

An almost limitless variety of pag-
es is available for 3-ring binders,
ranging from the cheapest dime store
filler to custom-made creations of
the finest quality. The oversize 11 x
11%” pages used in the Scott line
and those of some imported albums
afford no more mounting space (al-
lowing for the border) than the
standard 8% x 11” size, and have
the added liability of fitting only 9
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per frame when exhibited, whereas
the 8%x11” will go 12 per frame.
With frame fees now upwards of $5
at major shows, this is no minor ca-
vil.,

A question often faced by the fis-
calist is: What about those items
which just won’t fit on an 8%x11”
page — those long, skinny taxpaids,
large license stamps, entire docu-
ments, etc.? Here we encounter that
peculiarly prejudiced exhibition rule:
“No oversize pages will be accepted,”
or words to that effect; oversize, in
this context, meaning anything larg-
cr than the Scott National size. Dis-
regarding this, large items can be
mounted, if foldable, on a double-size
fold-out page, a la Playboy. Long
stamps may fit diagonally on an 8%
x 11”7 page, but if not, must simply
be mounted on whatever size page
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they WILL fit. Pen and ink sketch
pads, containing smooth pages of
heavy stock are just the thing, and
come in a variety of sizes which
should accomodate any stamp or doc-
ument. Unfortunately, under the a-
bove rule, material so mounted can-
not be exhibited. This is patent non-
rense, and exhibitors should be per-
mitted to use sheets of any size up
to the full dimensions of the show
frame. Some very striking, origina!
and artistic arrangements would in-
evitably result, and we might see an
end to those army-ant ranks of id-
entical pages marching monotonously
down the exhibition hall. But perhaps
the argument would be that a stamp
show and an art show are two dif-
ferent things.

A propos of this, another irration-
al prejudice of exhibition judges is
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that against black or colored pages.
Without involving the NAACP or
ACLU, it must be pointed out that
black pages are extremely effective
for the display of large piecces, par-
ticularly those having extensive areas
of blank light space, such as docu-
ments, license stamps, and entires of
all kinds. Such items tend to “bleed”
visually when mounted on white or
light-colored pages. However, the use
of black pages or mattes for stamps
of ordinary size tends to be distract-
ing, and should be avoided. The use
of pages in “decorator” colors might
well be explored for specific effects.
Some series of fiscals (such as wines,
playing cards, many taxpaids, docu-
mentaries, ete.) consist of dozens or
hundreds of stamps of the same col-
or, and pages in subdued complemen-
tary tints would set these off to bet-
ter advantage than plain white or
neutral buff. But, as stated above,
judges seem to take a dim view of
this sort of thing.

Another anathema when de judge
come is the use of pochettes or ace-
tate cnclesures. In plain truth, these

serve no good purpose except for
pieces which simply must not be
hinged, and little fiscal material falls
into this category. For protection
ugainst rubbing, glassine or acctate
interleaving will do the job at far
less cost and labor.

The write-up is of paramount im-
portance in any successful display of
fiscals. Stamps in more familiar cat-
egories may require little explanatory
text, but off-beat material MUST be
written-up in such a way that its
nature and purpose are clearly un-
cerstandable. Any collector will know
that postage stamps are stuck on let-
ters to prepay postage, and a special
delivery stamp will get you out of
bed at seven in the morning, but how
many are aware of the purpose and
manner of use of lock seals, beer
stamps, match stamps or consular
service fee stamps? EXCESSIVE
text, however, is self-defeating — no
one will take the time to read it,
least of all the judges. The old rule
for news story leads—Who, What,
When and Where—should be applied,
with the addition of Why and How.
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_A ‘write-up which answers these basic
questions clearly and succinctly will
do the job. )

As to typewritten versus hand-
printed write-ups, there is little
doubt that the new-fangled writing
machine is here to stay, and is much
to be preferred for uniformity, neat-
ness and legibility. However, it has
been said that favor cap-
tions “writ by hand,” apparently on
the theory that this entails more ef-
fort and reflects greater interest in
and devotion to the cause of phila-
tely. Carried to extremes, this notion
results in .pages gorgeously lettered
and illuminated by a professional
hand, true works of art which are,
unhappily, defaced by having had a
bunch of stamps stuck onto them.
When using black pages, the text
meay be typed or printed on self-ad-
hesive labels. However, there seems
little justification for stick-on cap-
tions when using light-colored sheets,
as ‘the result is an untidy “scrap-
book” effect. - .

In conclusion it must be said that
stamp collecting is supposed to be
a pastime for the -pleasure of the
individual, and no one has the slight-
est business telling anyone else how
or what to. collect. The foregoing sug-
gestions and criticisms are aimed
chiefly at "helping “interested collect-
ors - b0 -exhibit successfully, -and to
point out some of the biases which
may’ influence the judging of their
presentations. I have every respect
for the ‘collector who mounts his
stamps on his' bedroom ceiling, and
displays them exclusively to lady phi-
latelists! )

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Eurekal . '

The American Revenue Association’s
library is completely in order and, as
of this date, all requests at hand have
been filled. If anyone sent a request
either to me or to the former librar-
ian and has not received the item,
send a new letter, please, and I will
uibmh you of the best service pos-

As you will notice from the mast-
head, I have had a change of address,
and even this is temporary. I expect
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to relocate in the very near future—
still do all in my power to
requests for library mater-
are filled promptly. A library is
useless if it isn't used.

thing in revenues of any part of the
world will be accepted. Surprisingly
enough, we don’t even have copies of
some of the monographs and printed
articles by several of our own long-
time members (yours truly included—
will he remedied!) Anything
‘December. 1st will be list-
in the complete library listing to
published in the 1970 Yearbook
which is due out in February or March
1970. So———send them in. We have

BACK ISSUES:: We have a very
good supply of most back issues of

. The -American Revenuer. These are

available at 25c each to ARA mem-
Better complede your file now.
There is.no. other gold mine. of. infor-
mation available so inexpensively.
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member Peter Feltus (ARA 1061)
which is running in the bi-monthly
Egyptian Topics. Due next month is
a reprint of an article by Pat Herst
(ARA 285) from his house organ,
Herst’s Outbursts. Incidentally, the
latter is free if you will send Pat a
stamped, self-addressed envelope.
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Engraver’s Marks on the Barham Pile Cure

U. S. Private Proprietary Stamp

By Richard F. Riley (ARA 506)

PART 1
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full sheets of any of the match and medicine stamps are rather uncommon,
though Henry Holcombe noted that three and possibly more complete sheets
of this stamp were known in 1938 (Weekly Philatelic Gossip, July 9, 1938).
It is at least a philatelic conversation picce since it was printed on paper
watermarked lozenges, which sets it aside from all other U. S. private pro-
prietaries, and further shows a portrait of a bull, not unlike a mirror image
of that on RS252, a design fcature which usually elicits some ribald comment
from nonphilatelic minded friends.

The sheet measures 13x16%” including selvage, the greater dimension
being horizontally. The stamps are long strip stamps and accordingly the
sheet was laid out two stamps across and 11 down to give 28 stamps per
sheet, that is, left and right panes of 14 cach. The plate number of the sheet
at hand is No. 79 and almost certainly is the only plate from which the
stamps were printed. The Boston Revenuc Book notes that only 2500 stamps
were printed. It seems more likely, however, the number should be 2800, i.e.
100 sheets not 89 and a fraction. Considering the catalogue value of the
stamp, it constitutes an interesting example of price versus scarcity and de-
mand. As Holcombe notes, probably few were ever used, the majority reach-
ing the philatelic market, thus accounting for its relative lack of rarity.

Howard Beaumont’s article in the October 1968 Revenuer on plating U.
S. Revenue stamps prompted me to take a closer look at my prize to see if
there were individual characteristics which distinguish each of the Barham
stamps. It turned out that there are, and these arc the subject of the rest
of this article. The following description is at best a cheap “plating” effort,
the sheet being intact. It is presented rather because few match and medicine
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Fig. 2. Left pancl layvout iines and 1 arking: dots thown chematically for left

(L), middle (M) and right (R) panels of stamps 1, 3, 13, 15, 25 and 27. On
this and Fig. 2, the circle indicates the position of the M panel medallion.
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stamps will ever be plated because of the scarcity of multiple pieces (probably
including the Barham remainders. Multiple pieces including complete sheets
never become other than smaller.

The method of layout is rather interesting from the engraving stand-
point, and a description of the plate markings will permit a reconstruction
from singles. Finally a number of minor varicties have been characterized
which may be of interest to the match and medicine aficionado.

The sheet was laid out with two 1.8x18.3 cm. entries horizontally by 14
entries down. Spacing between the stamps is 0.3 em. The engraving and
printing was done by the National Bank Note Co. and the sheet bears their
insignia: ENGRAVED & PRINTED BY THE / NATIONAIL BANK-NOTE
CO. NEW YORK in six circumscribed 2 line legends reading up or down.
These are located opposite stamps 7 and 9, 19 and 21 (reading up, left pane)-
8 and 10, 20 and 22 (reading down, right panc) and above and below the right
and left panes, extending on each side of the midline between the two panes.
The first four legends are within the perforations and are seen on the existing
stamps lacking selvage; the latter two as well as the plate number above
position 2 are in the sclvage beyond the perforations, and may not be present
on a particular copy of stamp 1, 2, 27, or 28. The engraver’s insignia oppo-
site stamps 7 and 9, 19 and 22, 8 and 10, and 20 and 22 extends somewhat
beyond these positions and tips of the insignia should be detected on adjacent
positions as small colored semicircles unless these stamps are found extreme-
ly poorly centered. The N. B. N. Co. insignia could be used to partially
characterize stamps in specific positions.

Each stamp is comprised of three panecls of which the reader will find a
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Fig. 3. Right panel layout lines and marking dots shown schematically for
left (L), middle (M) and right (R) panels of stamps 2, 4, 14, 16, 26 and 28.
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detailed description in the Boston Revenue Book. Suffice to say the left
panel (L) is 8.7 cm. long separated by a 0.15 cm. space from a 9.9 cm. long
central panel (M) again separated by a 0.156 cm. space from a 4.4 cm. long
right panel (R). Each panel on each stamp was obviously entered by trans-
fer from a separate die as shown below. The National Bank Note Company
were obviously proud of their effort and under both left and right panels of
each stamp in the sheet and inside of the space left for perforation they in-
scribed: NATIONAL BANK NOTE CO. N. Y. in italics leaning to the left.

Prior to transfer from the three dies, the unhardened plate evidently was
lightly inscribed as indicated diagrammatically in Figures 2 and 8. There
are at least vestiges of 28 horizontal lines extending across the plave between
marking dots to right and left on VI and V16 apd these lines are labelled H1,
2, 3, etc. on the figure. - These lines are very fine and the dots are somewhat
smaller in diameter than the width of the lines in the ornamental scalloped
borders of the panels.’ Also the plate was inscribed with 168 wvertical lines
(V1, V2, V3, etc.) originating from a dot at the botbom on H28, except for
V7 and V10, and ending on H1, terminating there without a dot. In addition,
the plate was quartered for the purposes of the engraver as indicated by ex-
tra dots between H8 and H9 on V1 and V16, and extra dots on H1 and prob-
ably on H28 between V8 and V9. These dots may not appear on single
copies depending on the fall of perforation pins. The dot on H28 between
V8 and V9 is in question, probably having been removed by perforation of the
sheet at hand. In any event the dots on V1 and V16 clearly distinguish all
stamps as being in either the right or left pane and the dots along H28
uniquely characterize stamps No. 27 and 28, especially the dots originating
V4 and V18 which can be seen below the L of PILE in the outermost border
line. . ’

" The horizontal and vertical layout lines warrant some further comment.
The horizontal markings are least interesting and are covered first. H1 is
clearly visible above the length of the design of stamps 1 and 2 and uniquely
characterizes these positions, since all other lines at the top of the entries,
i.e. H3, Hb, H7, etc., through H27, show as no more than traces at best. Also
there is little evidence of H4, H20, H22, H24, H26 and H28. HS6 is quite vis-
ible below 6L and the left part of 5M and this is also true of H8, H12, H14,
H16, and H18. H10 is seen readily below 9L and 9R but is quite obscured
by the design of 9M which was entered grossly below (% mm.) the right and
left panels and provides an unique characteristic to this position. The vari-
able alignment of the three parts of the stamp, seen by comparison with those
in other positions, clearly shows that each -atamp was entered on the plate by
the use of three separate dies, one for each of the panels and explains the need
for so many vertical guide lines. In general the horizontal lines are weaker
on the right pane of stamps than on those on the left pane.

(Part II will appear next month)

A NEW PUBLICATION

Word from El Hubbard (ARA 1)
tells of a new publication by this in-
defatigable writer: CONFIDENTIAL
AMERICANA PHILATELIC SIDE-
LINES. CAPS is to be a monthly
“inside report” on U. S. sideline
stamps and collateral material, pri-
marily on revenue stamps and non-
Scott items of the U. S. and its pol-
itical subdivisions. There will also be
up-to-date price estimations of many
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such items, especially of those not
priced in the catalogues, or in cases
where stamp prices quoted are sadly
outdated. The publisher says that hel
“also ‘' reserves the right to include
other humorous, philosophical, highly
important, or entirely worthless data
as a bonus whenever he so chooses.”
This should be worth the dollar bill
and stamped reply business envelope
that is asked. Write to El Hubbard
3739 Benton St., Santa Clara, CA

25061.
The American Revenuer



Latin Ametrica

Telegraph stamps for specialists

The following Waterlow stamps are available
in unissued colours

Chile 1900 composite sheet 5¢ (6) and 10c (3) blue __ $30.00
Costa Rica 1892 5¢ olive __________________________ *$4.00
Ecuador 1900 10c¢, 20¢, 40c, 3 miniature sheets of nine $37.50
Guatemala 1920 25¢ vermilion, miniature sheet of nine__ $7.50
Venezuela 1925 25¢ deep lilac . ______________________ *$3.00

1947 50c deep rose imperf. *$2.50, perf. __ *$3.00

1947 die proofs 1 bol. green $15, 2 bol. violet $20.00

*blocks of four pro rata

Full details of these stamps are available in our illustrated lists—sent on
receipt of 25¢ postage—please state country required

Postage, Revenue & Air Issues are also included

218

ROBSON LOWE (BERMUDA) LTD.
P. O. Box 88, Harrington Sound, BERMUDA
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LOUIE'S LITTLE LINES . .

Occasional Notes From Your |
Assistant Editor . . .

" 'Well, gang, summer’s over and it's
time to roll up our sleeves, blow two
months’ worth of dust off the albums,
and ‘get back to hinges and tongs .
' Dealer member Herman “Pat"
Herst (ARA 265), a long-time boost-
er of ARA, held a “Revenues Only”
n &t_the Hotel Americana here
in Now York on June 4th which, ac-
cording to Pat’s list of prices real-
ized, * . . may have been a bit of a
gamble, but it did not work out that
way . . The realizations were most
uﬁnfwbory . ._” Unfortunately I
was unable to abtend in person, but
I did get the one lot for which I
mailed in a bid at considerably less
than I had anticipated. If you're not
@R Pat's mailing list (sorry ’bout
that), see his ad in this iuue and
drop him a line.
. Pat . also publishes a quamtetly
house organ — “Herst’s Outbursts,”
and in_ the Summer, issue he has. an
article on Revenues in which he de-
votes @ paragraph - to- ther ARA
(thanks, Pat). The only cost for the
“Outbursts” is a half dozen self-ad-
dresged stamped legal size envelopes,
gnd they're always interesting read-
mg. Pat may still have some copies
of this issue left, so writa him if
you'd like to have one.

The New York -Chaptes of - ARA
will be participating in LIPEX (Long
Island Philatelic Exhibition) in early
October in Garden City, N. Y. As
of the deadline for this issue the full
details are mot available, so.if you
plan. to be in New York next month
drop me a line and I’ll send you the
information personally. Chapter Pres-
ident Ron Friedlander (ARA 1052)
suggested LIPEX because the larger
shows (ASDA and INTERPEX)
would have been too great a burden
on the Chapter’s treasury. By taking

part in this show -we-intend. to buiMd -

up ARA membership as well as re-
newing- some old- friendships. -

The New York Chapter meets on
the first Thursday of each month at
the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St.,
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New York City, and is cpen to all
ARA members. If you'd like to visit
us' just -drop by at 8 p.m., all meet-
ings are informal as well as inform-
ative.

Correction Department—ln my art-
icle on opmm stampe in the April
issue the size of the Customs issues
is given as 18%x1 inches, the actual
measurement should be 13%x1% in-
ches. Further information I have re-
ceived leads me to believe that there
may be only three Customs opiumr
stamps, all with two vessels in the
center. These stamps would be the
6 taels black, 5 taels black DUTY
PAID, and the red stamp without
value. If this latest information is
acourate, all three stamps would be
of the same issue and cinca 1879.
These observations are based on a
photocopy of one of these stamps,
shown to me by Sol Altman (ARA
1182), which was cancelled in the
mid-1880’s.

A gentle hint — we need articles
for the Revenuer, so please try to
come - up with some.

Lou Alfano (ARA 1142)
Asgistant Editor

WANTED
REVENUES OF MOROCCO,
ALGERIA and TUNISIA

LT. COL. BILL BRYAN
P. O. Box 246, Lapwai Idaho 88540
217

U. S. REVENUES

Maultiples Cancellations
. 18t Issue on original documents
Unusual lot “RN” Series

Singles

All on approval to ARA members

Personal Service — attractive prices
218

FRED E. STARR
14576 Horseshoe Dr.
Saratoga, Calif. 95070



U. S. Political Subdivisions Revenue Stamps
A Synopsis, by El:crt S. A. Hubbzrd, ARA 1

FINANCIAL ASPECT

Whether you personally are inter-
ested in these stamps or not, you are
practically throwing money away, un-
less you are accumulating all of these
stamps that you can obtain from or-
iginal sources. The stamps that you
don’t accumulate today are lost for-
ever to those interested in them
now, and those who will become in-
terested in them later.

It is easily possible that one State-
issued revenue stamp which you find
on a beer case, document, hunting li-
cense or liquor bottle may be the
only one of its kind to
philatelic hands!

survive in
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A current or recent State revenuo
stamp of this degrece of rarity wou'd
be worth from $5 to %25, depending
on how popular the State and stamp
group are, and on the likelihood of
more of them coming on the market.
There are few, if any, current or re-
cent United States postage stamps
that are worth even as much as $5,
except for the printing and perfora-
tion errors.

WHO COLLECTS?

Collecting  State revenue stamps
has always been very popular among
a sort of “inner circle” of men such
as Vanderhoof, Cabot, Applegate,

MALT
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Joyce, Bartlett, Hermann, and your
author. In spite of the fact that phil-
atelic writers and collectors have a-
gain and again called attention to
these stamps as an area where a
great deal of interesting collecting
can be done, there have never been
as many collectors as the field so
richly deserves. Those collectors, who,
over the years, have harkened to
these words of wisdom have not only
made a name for themselves in the
stamp world, but have also had a
great deal of pleasure in doing so.

Quite a few hobbyists collect State
revenue stamps haphazardly for the
sheer fun of it. A few collect those in
certain fields, such as the hunting
license stamps or tobacco products
stamps. Some enjoy putting together
o “type” collection consisting of one
of each stamp design or category is-
sued. The number of really avid col-
lectors is steadily growing, primarily
bccause of the activities of the Am-
erican Revenue Association and the
State Revenue Society. Some few col-
lectors have even formed collections
totaling over 5,000 varieties!

The collectors of State revenues are
a small part of the stamp collecting
fraternity of the United States, but
they make up in enthusiasm for what
they lack in numbers, ani there is a
steady influx of new eollectors enter-
ing this field with marked enthusi-
asm.

The finest such collections in ex-
istence today are owned by Dr. Albert
Thill (ARA 1106), Charles H. Her-

mann (ARA 5), Lee Combs, Sr. (ARA
558), Elbert S. A. Hubbard (ARA 1)
Dave Strock (ARA 21), and Morton
D. Joyce (a former ARA member).
Some of these collections are unbe-
lievably extensive and contain many
marvelously rare items.

- Ns)a'ru é.&kbLmA '
E XC I S E
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One fine collection of decal stamps
was donated to the Smithsonian In-
stitute some years ago by Lee Combs,
Sr. A fine collection (especially of
Arkansas) is now being transferred
to the same agency by Dr. Francis
Scully. Phillip Ward donated some
single-State collections to several

non-profit groups during his life-
time.
| — i
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COLLECT WHAT YOU CAN!

Every stamp collector should col-
lect or accumulate the stamps of his
HOME State. When you, yourself,
learn more about these fascinating
and unusual stamps you will find
them to be some of the most fascin-
ating stamps ever issued! This field
is becoming more popular and is due
for a decided upswing as more col-

lectors become aware of its potential-
ities.

In 1955 the national “State Reve-
nue Society” was formed as a “work-
shop” for collectors of State revenue
stamps. The SRS issues a bimonthly
mimeographed paper for its members.
Dues are $2.00 per year. The Secre-
tarial office is at 1109 25th Avenue
S. W., Seattle, Washington 98106.

Acknowledgements: The author
gives special thanks for assistance in
preparing this article to: John Man-
ion, Charles H. Hermann, E. L. Van-
derford, and the Rev. John C. Ruback.

DATED REVENUES &
WINE STAMPS

Offered at Bargain Prices

Want to Buy, Sell or Trade the Fish-
ing and Hunting Stamps of the differ-
ent United States. Can furnish nearly
all of the intangible tax stamps of
Indiana.

221

A. SODERLING

19 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60602

REVENUE MART

Buy, sell and exchange.
count for 5 words.

5¢c per word, minimum 30 words. Name and address will
Send all copy and remittance to Advertising Manager,

1668 Sycamore St., Des Plaines, Ill. 60018

U. 8. and States approvals fair to
bargain prices. Send me “States” ap-
provals at your prices. Hubbard’s Cup-
board. 17 W. San Fernande, San
CA 95113.

Jose,

218

FISHING & Hunt'ling. will buy, sell or

Exchange: also dateds, Wines and in-
tangibles of Indiana. A. Soderling, 19
N. Clark St.. Chicago, TIll. 60602, 220
U. S. FEDERAIL Duck Stamp Errors,
varieties, proofs and essays wanted.

Send description and asking price. R,
Featherstone, 25 Tilton Place, Middle-
town, N. J. 07748. 218

WANTED — Tax Paids with head of
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Abraham Lincoln, particularly snuff
stamps  with stars also tin foils. lLec
Adams, 144 Wynnwood Drive, Peoria,
IMinois 61614, 220
FFOREIGN  revenues, many  thousands
in stock. Ask for approvals. W. J. Pie-
terse, 13 Franconia Dr., Nashua, N. 1.
03060. 218
WANTED: Revenues  from  Lebanon,
ISyria, Curacao, Indonesia, Suriname,
Danziz and Upper Silesin. W. J. Pie-
terse, 13 Franconia Dr.. Nashua, N. .
03060 218
FISHING, Hunting, Dated Revenue,
Wines and Indiana  intangibles, Will
buy, sell or exchange. Art Soderling, 19
N. Clark St., Chicago, 1. 60602, 220

The American Revenuer



THE QUESTIONING FISCALIST
#6

I'igure 1

ﬁgure 2

Herewith an answer of sorts to
some questions I raised back in May
about Narcotic stamps.

Terry Hines (ARA 1160)—bless his
heart—took the bit in his teeth and
wrote to the Internal Revenue Scrv-
ice. And I gather that when they did-
n’t give him a satisfactory reply
within a reasonable length of time,
Terry phoned them! They seemed un-
willing to part with the information,
so Terry quoted Public Law 89-487
(Freedom of Information law) which
forbids the withholding of all but cer-
tain types of information — mainly
secret defense information. Thus, it
might be appropriate to quote the
law the next time a federal burocrat
turns down your request for infor-
mation.

Anyway—back to the “Fourth Is-
sue” Narcotic stamps. The Internal
Revenue Service says this stamp (fig-
ure 1) comes only in lc value and is
now issued only in ungummed im-
perforate sheets of 80 stamps. They
did not use the term ‘engraved”
when talking with Terry; rather they
termed them offset. But there is no
doubt but that the specimen in my
collection is engraved. Also, they
made no mention of a coil stamp
(Figure 2), and no less an authoritv
than Dr. Charles Roser (ARA 445)
said this was issued in coils of 25,000
stamps. So—did the IRS “spokesman”
make a couple of errors—or what?

To quote from Terry’s letter for
the rest of the information:

October 1969

“The story behind the issuance of
this new stamp is quite intere:.ting,
it seems that from time to time, ‘he
IRS receives requests from the var-
icus drug houses for narcotics stamps
that will fi’ thc¢ packages that th»
house may have rocently developed.
These requests, by the way, probahly
crecount for the large number of size
and perforation varicties of the older
strip type narcotic stamps. Anyway,
in early 1966. Wy:th Laboratories
requested a new size stamp  which
vould be useable on their new type
of packages. The new type stamps
were the result. There wa: no spe-
cific first day and the stamp came
into use sometime in 1967, as you re-
ported.

“The IRS could not tell me the pur-
pose of the electric eye marks on
the type with the value entered by
the rubber blanket method. However,
it would scem logical that this might
have been for the purpose of lining
up the rubber blanket for the printing
of the value.

“The IRS also told me that no oth-
er special stamps ‘have becn made
up, in spite of many requests for
them. While originally prepared for
Wyeth, the new stamp may be used
by any other drug house.”

So—some questions answered, and
some left unanswered. '

Referring back to my questions in
May, the earliest date of use seems
t0 be May 1, 1966. Thijs is not a new
“series” but only one value. The rub-
ber blanket system has been droppe:
in favor of the totally engraved

stamp, the ecarliest date of which
seems to be 29 August 1967. The
stamps in sheet form come imper-

forate and ungummed in sheets of
80.

But these questions seem to be un-
answered:

1. What about the reported coils of
25,0007 Why were they issued this
way and why were they discontinued ?

2. What about this report by the
[RS that the present stainips are “ofr-
cet” printed? If newer ones are off-
set, when was the change made from
engraving and why? And who has
any specimens?

3. I think we still need a better ex-
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planation -of - the eléctric eyeé msrks.
Is it possible that the engraved/off-
set stamps have these marks on the
sheets and that they are trimmed off
before use? (Not very likely; this
would be a real pain for Wyeth’s
packaging facjlities.)

Do we have another sleuth with
Terry’s abilities?

' SECRETARY'S REPORT

Bruce Miller, Secretary-Treasurer
521 Alster Ave., Arcadia, Cal. 91006

Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
1149 Rita M. Anderson

Applications Received

GILLEN, John A., Jr., 133 C€Chem.
Eng. Bdg., Umveruty Park, Pa.
16802, by John C. Rubaek. Al
US revenues.

KINGSLEY, Dr.. Thomas C., 939
Greenwood, Ann Arbor, Michigan
48104, by ‘Herman Herst, Jr.
Revenues produced by Butler &
Carpenter.

ROBSON LOWE LTD., 50 Pall Mall,

. .Londem S.W. 1, England, by Jotin

. S. Bobo. Dealer.

MERIDETH, Dr. Howard W. 3912

-~ Anderson Ave. S. E., Albuquer-
que, N.. M. 87108, by Seeretary.

. All revenues,

SHOTT, Chester O., 1250 Willow St.,
Lebanon, Pa. 17042, by John C.
Ruback. Mostly M&M early date

' pen cancels, all others.

STOUT, Lamar, P. O. Box 3156,
Jackson, Miss. 39207, by Herman

... Herst, Jr. U. S. Federal issues,
eap. 1st, 2nd, Srd.

Application for Reinstatement

479 DOTE, Anthony J., 112 Glad-
stone Road, Lansdowne, Penna.
19060, by Secretary. 1st, 2nd,
8rd, 4th issue USIR, ducks mint
and used.

Address Changes

Wilds Baeot, Jr., P. O. Box 1366,
Gretna, La. 70063.

John M. Dean, P. O. Box 585, Shamo-
kin, Pa. 17872.

PFego 123

John W. Nieklin, 147 West 42nd St.,
Rm. 622, New York, N. Y. 10036.

The Rev. Elwood S. Poore, 3631 Mea-
dowbrook Drive, Ft. Worth, Tex
76108.

John C. Ruback, P. 0. Box 311, Law-
ton, Okia. 78501.

Theodore Sheldon, One First Nation-
al Plaza, Chicago, IIl. 60670.

Previous membership total _ 415

Dropped NPD ______________ 1
Current membership total __ 414

Individual notices for 1970 dues
were sent out early in September,
and your prompt remittance will be
appreciated. Each statement was
checked agninst the Secretary’s ros-
ter, and notices were sent only to
members actualy owing full or par-
tial dtres (members with dues paid
in avdance, exchange members and
others exempt from dues will NOT
receive statements.)

A new Yearbook is now in the
works, and members are urged to
check their listings on the current
roster and inform the Secretary of
any changes desired prior to Decem-
ber 81, 1969. Updating of collecting
specialties is especially important—
many of these as indicated in the
roster go back to the “Year One,” and
since specialties will be given in full
in the forthcoming roster, instead of
by number code, the elimination of
deadwood is very important.

If time and space permit, the 1970
Yearbook will also include a geo-
graphical roster by state and major
metropolitan areas.

N!w EXCITING!!
1969
SISSONS CANADIAN
REVENUE CATALOG

Hundreds of Price Changes

New Groups such as
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRMAILS
PERF. INITIALS — ETC.

Mustrated Throughout.

A STAMP BONUS—CAT. OVER §7
BOTH YOURS FOR ONLY $3.00

218
L. A. DAVENPORT
230 Lonsmeunt Dr., Toronto 349, Can.

The Americils’ Reveauer



CALIFORNIA COUNTY
DOCUMENT STAMPS

These stamps were in use FOR ON-
LY SIX MONTHS—about the short-
ost period of use for any stamps is-
sued by the U. S. or its political
subdivisions. Most counties used very
few of the stamps and destroyed the
remainders, so this stamp group is
destined to become the RAREST OF
ALL PHILATELIC AMERICANA
AND CALIPORNIANA! .

Q. 8

REVENUE
WANT LISTS FILLED

Sideline Material,
Tax Paids and Foreign Revenues.

221
JOHN 8. BOBO
1668 Sycamore St.
Des Plaines, Ill. 60018

THE BEST MARKET

for United States Revenues
is the H. R. Harmer Auctiomns

muutoly described auction
catalogues. They are free, to- -
gether with a leaflet “How to
Buy at Auction.”

SELLING? Ask for the book-
let “Modern Methods of Phil-
atelic Selling” explaining the
many advantages of utilising
Harmers.

H. R. Harmer, Inc.

International Philatelic Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street

New York, N. Y. 10036
(212) PL 17-4460

October 1969

URGENTLY WANTED!

Pardon’ the desperate appeal, but what
does one have to do to induce readers
of thig publication to write for one ot
our auction catalogs?:

Quihanmnberofm.mbenotthh
group already bid in our sales, st
there must be others who for reasons
best known to themselves prefer to add
to their collections the hard way.

It's Mke the guy in Times Squawe
trying to sell dollar bills for 88c. He
knew he had a good deal going fer
those who ignored his spiel, but they
wouldn’t listen.

If the country’s top dealers who ham-
dle revenues find auction the best means
for buying, isn't it common sense that
you would too? Or are we wrong? .

HERMAN HERST, JR. 220
Shrub Oak, New York 10888

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
(Act. of October 28, 1962; Section 4369,

Title 39, United States Code)

Date of filing: 20 Sept. 1969 <.
Title of publication:
The American Revenuer
Frequency of issue: Monthly except
July and August.
Location of known office of publication
- 821 Vermont St., Lawrence, Ks 66044
Location of the headquhrters or ‘gene.al
business offices Jf the publishers
* 531 Alster Ave. Arcadia, Cal. 91006
Publisher: American Revenue Assocla-
. tion, Bruce Miller, Sec., 531 Alstsr
Ave., Arcadia, Calif. 91006
Editor: John C .Ruback, P. O. Box 311,
Lawton, Ok 78501
Managing Editor: None
Owner: American Revenue Assoclation,
Bruce Miller, Secy., 521 Alster Ave.,
Arcadia, Calif. 91606
Bondholders, etc.: None
Avg. No. Single
ed. issue - Nearest
prec. 12 months filing date
Total no. copies printed . 500 . 625
Paid circulation ¢
1. Sales thru:dealers, etc. 0 0

Circulation:

2. Mail subscriptione - 410 420
Total paid circulation 410 429
Free Distrib. 10 . 10
Total Distribution 420 430
Office use, etc. 80 90
Total 500 525

J certify that the statements made hy
mc above are -correct and complete.

John C. Ruback, editor
Page.138
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WANTED' NEEDED' APPRECIATED

\
|
COMPREHENSIVE and or SPECIALIZED |
COLLECTIONS AND STOCKS
UNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS

Covering the entire gamut of Scott Catalog
listings inclusively from Rla to R218.
Used or Mint.

Properties must have net value $250+

And of course I am interested in major gencral and
specialized collections and stoeks of other U, S., British,

and better Forcign, inclnding proofs, essavs, & Covers.
h =~ .

Please submit inventory, descriotion, and catalog value

of your holdings together with your asking price!
223

DAVID F. CHASSY
Box 230Z-AR Babylon, N. Y. 11703

Member: ARN APS ASDA BPA Fst. 1939

o\
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