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United States Revenue Stamped Paper
Samuel S. Smith (ARA 1081)

What is Revenuce Stamped Paper?
If you ask this question you are in
good company—the company of many
U. S. dealers and collectors. At a re-
cent ASDA show, out of 15 dealers
surveyed, only 4 dealers knew wha'
it was, and only one of these had any
items at all. These stamps were pre-
printed on checks, receipts. stock cor-
tificates, honds and in-urance poliei -
They were authorized by Congress i-
1862 and used until 1842, Valu~s range
from $.01 to $1.00 and bear the legen?
“United  States Internal  Revenue™
These were in use simultaneously with
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Revenue reries.
and as Vanderhoof deseribel them:
“They were used in lieu of adhesive
stamps and thus bear the same rela-
tion to other revenues tht envelope -
bear to adhesive po:tage stamps.”

Perhaps no section of Scott-liste:l
U. S. Revenues has been mere ne-
glected than Revenue Stamped Paner.
In the 107 years since the first print-
g of these stamps, only three de-
tailed listings have been compilel.
The first was by E. DB. Sterling in
his 1888 Catalog, which remained the
only reference for 20 vrars. Then in
1908 A. F. Henkels revised the Ster-
ling list, in two articles written for
Mekeel’s Stamp Weekly. No further
work was done in the area for almos!

30 years until E. R. Vanderhoof com-
piled a list in 1936. The Vanderh:of
list was drawn from the Sterling and
Henkels studies, but greatly simpli-
fied their listing to only 208 varietics.
Since Sterling had listed 214 items
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1886 check, with 2 cent tax paid by
adhesive revenue stamp (R6¢). The
adhesives were in use simultaneously
with the RN imprints, both for checks
without the imprint and where the a-
mount required nayment of a tax ex-
ceeding the imprint.
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and Henkels had expanded the Ster-
ling list to 292, at least the Vander-
hoof list gave collecbors a reasonable
basis to form a collection.

Scott’s first listed these stamps in
its 1987 - U. S. Specinlized, under the
prefix SP, which obviously stood for
stamped paper. In 1940 the prefix
was changed to RN. Scotts used the
same design classifications as Van-
derhoof, lettering the dies from A to
Y. Unfortunately the similarity of
listings ended here. While the other
authors had broken down their dies
in detailed colors, Scott used only
major colors such as red, orange and
brown, with the notation “shades” af-
ter these. Thus Scott listed only 141
numbers, skipping many of Vander-
hoof’s numbers for no apparent rea-
son. For example under the A die or
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design, Vanderhoof had shown nine
colors numbered 1 to 9. Scott lists
only six colors, numbered 1 to 9, but
omits 4, 6 and 7, thereby depriving
collectors of a complete method cf
cataloging the items in their collec-
tions.

As one might imagine, with such &
haphazard handling of the cataloging
of varieties, prices were handled no
better. A review of the catalog prices
from the 1937 to the 1969 edition
shows no change in a majority of the
prices. Since RN items rarely appear
in auction, prices are admittedly dif-
ficult to determine, but certainly to
jgnore them is not a realistic solu-
tion. In the June 1968 Siegel auction
a copy of RN-A10, listed for $7.50 in
the 1987 and 1969 editions, sold for
$62.50, while a copy of RN-I2, which
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catalogued for $18.00 throughout the
years, realized $80.00. Under these
circumstances, collectors can find dif-
ferent dealers asking from $.50 to
$5.00 for the same items.

Thus ignored by the collectors, a-
voided by the dealers, and left in
limbo by the cataloguers for these
many years, the area of U. S. Reve-
nue Stamped Paper represents an
opportunity for exploration and de-
velopment. During the past three
years I have attempted to bridge the
gap between 1936 and the present,
and reach a happy medium between
the 292 varieties of Henkel and the
meager 141 items covered by Scott.
I must confess that despite three
years of work in this area, corres-
pondence with other RN collectors,
and the canvassing of dealer stocks,
there are many varieties that I have
never seen. Likewise I have come a-
cross varieties unlisted by any of th-
researchers. Perhaps with the aid of
ARA members, some modern listing
of varieties and current prices can
be made. Such a job cannot be com-
pleted by one person, so I welcome
any help through correspondence, or
loan of items for inspection. In fu-

Introductory Offer—
PHILIPPINE REVENUES

r0 different — $1.00
222
Severino N. Luna (ARA 991)
919 Nicanor Reyes Street
Manila, Philippines

ture issues I hope to cover each die
design, with special emphasis on col-
or shades, usages, and errors. Ad-
dress all letters to Samuel S. Smith,
407 Lincoln Road, Suite 9-A, Miami
Beach, Florida, 33139.

1870 check, with imprint of RNB1 to
pay the 2 cent tax. Having checks
imprinted with the stamps in advance
and paying the tax in advance, was
a convenience for the users, and
mainly employed by commercial ac-
counts, rather than personal accounts.

REVENUE STAMPS OF INDIA

10 diff. Telegraphs. Cut half. Queen ____________ ___________________ $3.00
20 diff. Court fees. Geo. V, Geo. VI, Queen, punched __________________ 3.00
5 diff. Foreign bills. Queen ________________________________________ 1.00
8 diff. Adhesive stamps. Georgian __________________________________ 1.00
5 diff. Foreign bill, long type. Queen _______________________________ 1.00
8 diff. Small court fees. Punched. Scarce ____________________________ 1.50
Sea Post Paid. Dealers write for bulk discounts.
Remittance American Express M/O

219

SANTOSH KUMAR ARA
49-G Connaught Circus, New Delhi 1, India
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Engraver's Marks on the Barham Pile Cure
U. S. Private Proprietary Stamp
'By Richard F. Riley (ARA 506)

Part II

(Editor’s note: This is the second part of a two part article. For illustration
of the full sheet and of the horizontal and vertical guide lines, see last month’s
issue. Figure 4 is a single stamp from the sheet.)

All vertical lines except V7 and V10 originate in a dot on H28 and extend
to H1 where they end without a dotted Yerminal. Positioning dots for V7
and V10 were used but they occur in the bottom selvage near the top of the
National Bank Note Company insignia. The presence of V7 in left pane
stamps and V10 in right pane stamps further characterizes stamps of the
right and left panes. Both V7 and V10 pass through the left edge of K of
Bank in the N. B. N. Co. insignia under the L. and R panels and traces of this
line are to be found most readily between the stamp design and the perfor-
gtions. ' There may possibly have been centering lines between V1 and V2
and between V16 and V16 but if so they are too faint to be at all discernable.
V1, V6 and V10 are very faint, largely hidden by the design and best seen
between stamps. V9, V10, V11 and V12 are also very faint and are not dis-
cernable on some positions. At least three of the vertical lines show some
doubling; they are V3, V12 and V16. Traces of doubling of V3 are seen on
stamps in positions 3, 9, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 27. Traces of doubling
inVlzmseenonstnnmsmposihons 12, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24 and 28. Doubling
of V3 and V12 is probably too faint to always be of certain value in allocating'
poomon Doublmg of V156 is fairly prominent on most right pane stamps,
and is best seen in the upper half of the stamp. On stamps in positions 2,
4, 10 and 24 the two lines are close enough to appear almost as one while
'I:hm is but a trace of both lines on no. 14. The others show the two lines
clearly.

. V7, V10 and V18 create some interesting minor varieties. As with other
vertical lines which transect the body of the stamp design and which can be
seen principally between the stamp design and the perforations, remnants
of V7, V10 and V13 can also be located in the stamp design itself. Traces
of V7 can be seen as a hairline across the first S of STATES on some po-
sitions. It shows clearly on no. 17 and 28, is absent on no. 1, 8, 26 and 27
and shows faintly on the remainder of those in the left panel. On both no.
20 and 26, V10 appears as a vertical hairline in the top serif of the first E
of GENUINE, and is a characteristic of these two positions. Traces of V138
can be seen in the design of all right pane stamps except no. 2. On no. 20
and 24 it appears clearly as a vertical hairline above the head of the bull
running from the head to the circle. On the remainder it appears as a short
vertical line running from the bull’s head toward the circle but extending
thaough only two or three of the thorizontal lines of shading directly above
the head of the bull.

Only two features of interest were noted. The first consists of a hair-
line in the vertical bar of the numeral 4 in 24R and Tuns between the first S

Figure 4—Barham’s Pile Cyre Stamp
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of STATES and the bottem left foot of L-in the word - INTERNAL. Also on
15M there are two diagonal lines in the oolorless area off to the right of ¥he
word CURE and below the letters Bo df Box.

The evidence given above and differences in horizontal alignment mobed
in further detail later indicates conclusively that each stamp was emtered by
the use of three separate dies in constructing the design ef the whole stamp.
The positioning of the left portion of the left pane stamps to their -corner
dots and those of the right portion of the right pane stamps to their ‘eorner
dots provides further characterization for each position in the sheet.

The pessible position of the entered transfer to the dots on the H &nd V
lines is shown in Figure 4 for cases where the transfer was not entered on
ftop of or touching a dot. They are letbered a, b, ¢ and d for descriptive pur-
poses. Where the transfer was superimposed or touches a dot the same rel-
ative positions are described as A, B, C or D. In a few instances the position
of the dot is obscured by the transfer and its position is uncertain and in the
summary its position in indicated by a question mark. In several instances
whepe the design might be open to some debate the alignment is designated
for example as B-b.

The following summarizes the features which characterize each stamp
in the left pane. The stamp position, positions of the upper and lower dots
on V1 and other distinguishing marks are given in that order.

1. B-b, C. H1 and H2 are clearly evident. )

8. a, A. This might be confused with 27 which however is distinguished
by the dots on H28.

6. b-a, C. Lower left margin shews tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia, if very.
poorly centered it can only be confused with 15, which see.

7. a, C. Left margin shows left portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia. The
right end of 7M is low with respect to 7R thus distinguishing it from 19 with
which it might be confused.

9. b, C? (not clearly visible). Lefit portion of N. B. N. Co. Can be easily
distinguished from 21 by H10 which is seen distinctly below 9L and 9R and
by the poorly aligned 9M section which covers this line.

11. a, C? (not clearly visible). Upper margin shows tip of N. B. N. Co.
insignia, if very poorly centered could be confused with 13. The left end of
11M is aligned horizontally below 11L. These panels are well aligned on 18.
See 28.

18. a, C? (not clearly visible). May show dot bélow dot at 'V1-HS8 inter-
section. See Fig. 1 and comment on 11 above.

FhE A
TR

vi vie Vi vie vi vievi  vie

Fig. 6. Schematic diagram of the amngement of the L and R panel die
entries with respect to the alignment dots and lines. The panel entries are
represented by heavy lines (drawn to dxfferent scales) and ‘the alignment
lines with dots, by light lines.
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15. b-a, C. There are two diagonal plate scratches on 16 at top end of
the word CURE below and above of Bo of Box.

17. b-a, C? (not clearly visible). Lower left margin shows tip of N. B.
N. Co. insignia, if very poorly centered can be distinguished by V7 line in the
first S of STATES which is very faint or absent on all others in left pane
except 28, which see.

19. b, C. Right portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia. The right end of 19M
is well aligned horizontally with 19R distinguishing it from 7.

21. a-b, D. Left portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia. H21 and H22 are hardly
perceptible on 21 while H10 is quite apparent on 9 with which it might be con-

23. ¢, d. Upper margin shows tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia if not poorly
centered. V7 appears clearly in the first S of STATES on 28 but not on 11.

25. b, D. H25 and H26 shows scarcely at all.

27. b, B. Clearly distinguished by the dots on H28.

The following summarizes the features which characterize each stamp
in the right pane. Given in order are the stamp position, positions of the
upper and lower dots on V16 and other distinguishing characteristics and
comment. .

2. ¢, b. H1 a.nd H2 vmble, doubling of V15 appears only as line strength-
ening toward the top of the stamp.

4. ¢, b-c. Differs from 14 in that doubling of V15 is very evident on 4
but only a trace shows on 14. Compare 6.

6. ¢, c. Tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia shows at lower right if not obliber-
ated by off center perforation. 4, 6, and 14, which are quite similar, can be
distinguished from each other by the horizontal alignment of their L, M and
R panels at their adjacent edges. On 4, 4M is low with respect to 4L and 4R.
On. 6, 6L and 6M are well aligned and 6M is low with respect to 6R. On 14,
14M is lower than 14L and 14M is well aligned with 14R.
©  8..¢, c-C.. Left portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia and lacks other disting-
uishing  characteristics of 20, which see.

10. ? (lost by perforation?), C. Right portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia.
V15 doubling shows only as line strengthening at top. Compare 22.

12. ¢, c. Tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia appears at top right. The right end
top corner of 12M is well aligned with the left end top corner of 12R. Com-
pare 26.

14. ¢, b-c. V16 shows a trace double in upper part of stamp. Centering
dot between H8 and H9 may show below intersection of H8 and V16. See 6.

16. ¢, B. Centering dot between H8 and H9 may show above intersection
of H9 and V16. The right end top corner of 16M is higher than the left end
top corner of 16R.

18. ¢, B. Left tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia shows at lower right. The right
end of top corner of 18M is lower than left end top corner of 18R.

20. ¢, ¢. Left portion of N. B. N. Co. insighia in right margin. V13 shows
clearly as full hairline above head of bull, V10 is evident as a hairline through
top serif of the first E of GENUINE.

22, b, B. Right portion of N. B. N. Co. insignia shows at right. V15
doubling very evident in top portion of stamp but not in 10.

24. b, B. Tip of N. B. N. Co. insignia at top right of stamp. V18 shows
as a full hairline above bull’s head and V15 appears essentially as a single
line at top half of stamp.

26. ¢, C. V10 appears as a hairline in top serif of the first E of GENU-
INE. The top right end corner of 26M is slightly lower than the top left end
corner of 26R.

28. ¢, c-d. Clearly distinguished by the dots along HZ28.

. L'uage 130 The Amarican Recvenuer



BRAZIL
REVENUES

A in unissued eolours, overprinted
“WATERIOW & SONS LTD SPEC-
IMEN” and punched with a small hole

Ref.
BR 16 Imposto de Sello: c. 1921
2000r-50,000r. (5 values) $30

BR 17 —— e¢. 1925 (no stop)
30r.-800r. (5 values) $17.50
ER 18 -——— c. 1925 (with stop)

H50r.- to 800r. (6 values) $50
IER 19 CEARA Expediente: c¢. 1921
composite sheet 9 vals. $15
ER 20 PARA Thesouro do Estado:
c. 1921 100r. to 50000r.
(nine values without over-
print) . ______________ $35
DR ?0a - — ditto: 300r. to 10,000r.
(4 values with overpt.) $30
PR 21 PERNAMBUCO Estampilha:
100r. purple __.__ _____ $6
PR 22 RIO GRANDE DO SUL
Imposta Addicional: 20c.

die proof _____________ $25
BR 23 ditto 5%: 100r. blue,

sheet of nine __________ $15

ditto (Barbosa por-

trait): composite sheet of -

three 200r. and si> 300r. $15
BR 26 -— ditto: 100r. to 50,000r.

(9 values) ____________ $25
BR 27 S. PAULO Imposto do Sello: composite sheet of three cach 1500r.,

5000a., and 10,000r. _ . . _____ $17.50
BR 29 ditto, overprinted “Custa Judiciares”: 300r. to 10,000r.

(6 values) ___ $17.50
BR 30 --— 1908 Taxa de Expediente: 50,000r. imperf. ____________ $7.50
BR 32 -— ditto: composite sheet of six 2000r. and three 5000r. ____ $25

BR XB A collection of 134 stamps with five miniature sheets of nine __ $360

A complete list of all Brazilian Revenues sent on
receipt of 25¢ postage or the Latin America catalogue $1.25

ROBSON LOWE (BERMUDA) LTD.
P. O. Box 88, Harrington Sound, BERMUDA
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‘Revenues

(Editor’s note: The following article,
weprinted /with. . and- edited
slightly, is from “Herst’s Outbursts,”
a publication supplied free, for a six
cent stamped envelope, by Herman
Herst, Jr. (ARA 265), Shrub .Oak,
N. Y 10688—and it is well worth
reading every issue.) .

The United States is one of the few
countries in the world whose fiscal
stamps are collected almost as widely
as are its postage- stamps. Other
countries have revenue stamps almost
as beautiful, and still other countries
have a revenue history almost as col-
orful as our own. (Great Britain, for
example, had a tax on opera hats,
graduated wcordihg to the height of
the hat. It is probably the fairest tax
ever applied by any taxing authority
in the world’s history, since it really
i}:i!t) hardest those most able to pay

Actuslly, revenue stamps predate
mostage: stamps. When Rowland Hill’s
fertile brain started working on a
schemn- to. collect the.postage. on.let-
ters before they were sent—at thet
time, the recipient paid the postage,
m this. country, as well as every-
where else —he had a century old

of revenue stamps to adapt
:l'br his plan. Britain’s “Stamp Act”
which so infuriated the American col-
onists ' that revolution and' indépen-
dence entered their minds, was a tax,
applicable only to the colonists, pay-
uble by a revenue stamp.

The principal source of funds in
the esrly days of our nation, both un-
der the Awticles of Confederation-and
the Gonstitution, were various types
of excise taxes, many. of them. paid
with revenue stamps. Most of the or-
iginal ‘thirteen. States. had their indi~
vidual stamps. In the first half of the
nineteenth century, the Federal Gov-
ernment obtained a large .portion of
its revenues from the same source.

When Civil War broke out in 1861,
the need for funds to fight the war
was unprecedented. Our first income
tax was instituted, to be discontinued
later when the Suprethe Court ruled
it unconstitutional. (Little chance of
that happening again, for in 1913, the

Page 183"

Constitution was amerded to permit
it.) If we today ftel overburdened
with nuisange taxes, o few. tears shed
by us might have comforted the citi-
zenry of 1861. Among the items taxed
(and the tax paid by an adhesive rev-
enue stamp) . were canned and pre-
served foods, business receipts, train
and all travel tickets, telegrams, bank
checks, wills, teachers’ -certificates,
and dogzens of other items. Individual
stamps for each category were issued,
but when the futility of being able
to keep on hand stamps of each de-
nomination for each subject was not-
ed, the stamps were used indiscrim-
inately.

The taxes were levied according to
the amount of money involved in the
instrument being taxed. A mortgage
of $1,000 paid only a nominal tax,
but one for a million dollars paid a
much larger one, thus necessitating
the issuance of revenue stamps with
a face value of as much as one thous-
and dollars. Since perhaps hundreds
of lower denominations were used for
each higher one, it is the latter which
naturally are more desired and more
valnable.

The first issue of Federal adhesive
revenue stamps appeared in 1861. It
was followed in the next few years
by what collectors term, for reason
of convenience, the second and third
issues, although it has now been es-
tabligshed that many of these were
used concurrently; in other words,
when the second issue appeared, the
first- issue was not discontinued.

A War was going on, and. the de-
mand for the stamps always exceeded
the supply. Stamp deliveries were
made of unfinished stamps (imper-
forates) and of half-finished stamps
(part perforates). In the haste to get
the stamps into the hands of users,
many sheets which under ordinary
circumstances would have been re-
turned for destruction, were sold,
which is why so many revenue stamps
are - seen. with crazy perforations:
double, diagonal, triple and zigzag.

These revenues on the original doc-
uments always attract considerable
interest, especially if the document
is of small neat size, and is itself of
attractive appearance.

The American Revenuer



In 1861, electricity was, of course,
known, buat' itg principal use was by
quack doctors to -cure ilthesses for:
which they were just concocting priv-
ate proprietary medicines. (These too
were taxed with revenue stamps. . .
even that new fangle@ novelty, pho-
tographs, had to have a revenue stamp-
affixed to the: back of each ome to
show that the tax hed been paid.)
The principal source of energy was of
course water-power, and in 1832, the
Boston Water Power Company was
organized to- supply industry of that
city with water. To raise money,
shares of stovk were issued. Each of
the red and black, neat album-sived
stock certificates carries a lovely dél-
icate vignette of the Boston skyline
as it was in 1832, some factowies
belching smoke (air pollution existed
then, tool), and others, (ostensibly
clients of the Boston Water Power
Co.), existing under a placid sky:

When the Civii War came along,
each certificate was of course taxed,
the 25¢ being collected by means of a
25¢ revenue stamp (in this case, in-
scribed “Certificate”), and applied to
the corner of the share of stock. The
stamp is a part perforate, meaning
that the printers neglected to add eny
herizontal perforations, thus making
it necessary for someone at the Bos-
ton Water Power Co. to cut each one
apant with scissors. :

The stamp is of only. nominal val-
ue, a8 anyone can see by lookimg up
Scott #RA48b, but properly used on
this document, one can-have a most
interesting- philatelic document.

WHO HAS GOOD M & M STOCKS?
‘K" Hubbard (ARA 1)

“Revenuers” who are experiemced
in collecting the fasecinating “Match

and Medicine” stamps, have found®

that very few dealers have anywheve
near complete stocks ofthese elusive
stamps.

It isn’t always the - higher priced-

items which are elusive, but often

there is considerablé trouble in le= -

cating even fairly presentablé  copies:
of some of the cheaper varieties.
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Ususdl prices paid for good average
copies are around 650% of catalog
valwe and sometimes down to 385%.
However, fine specimens often’ bring
up- to and over full catalog value,
depending upon actual supply and de-
mand, instead of Scott’s eéstimate of
supply and demand as reflected by
the catalog price.

The best stocks that we know of
dre those of Springer and Dorfman.
Who else has ‘“presentable” stocks of
these issues?

L

: 9%
REVENUE
WANT LISTS- FILEED

Sideline Material,
Tax Paids and Foreign Revenues
: 221'
JOHN 8. BOBO !

1068 Sycamote St.
Des Plairtes, I1l. 60018

mls BEST MARKET |

for' United” States® Revenues
i¥ the H: R: Hartter Awtions

CO, G Request the -
deluxe, liberally illustrated,
. sacuradely. described’ auction
. oatalogues.. They are free, to-
gether with a leaflet “How to
Buy at Auction.”
SHLLING? Ask for the book-
" lot-“Modern’ Metliods of Phfl- - .
- stelie’ Sélling” explaining' the
" miany sdVantages of utllising’ -

H. R. Harmer, Inc.
lmrmtloml Philatelic Aueﬂonoon
< 8 West 48th Street
New thk. N. Y. 10“6
(£12). PL- 7-4460 .

ey
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Notes on

the Pitney-Bowes Transfer Tax Machine

Leonard Joesten (ARA 1202)

Haunnnn
015761

002654

5ESPECIMEN

PR s

Figure 1

'IINI"ED SIA‘IES
REV EWI=

Figure 2

This is not designed to be a schol-
arly paper on the Pitney-Bowes ma-
chine which was in use for a period
of time to show payment of Docu-
mentary Transfer Tax on real estate
transfers, and also stock transfers,
biit rather my own experience with
the machine.

"In November of 1964 I was mana-
ger of''a ‘large title insurance -com-
pany in California that used a fairly
large quantity of revenue stamps.
The handling, accounting, ete. of
these stamps was quite a chore. When
I heard that Pitney-Bowes had at
last convinced the Treasury Depart-
ment of the safety and security of
the meter, I contacted a salesman for
a demonstration.

Briefly, the machine worked simi-
lar to any other type of postage me-
ter, and would print either on the
document itself, or would dispense
tapes. As with postage meters, Spec-
imen meters were available for use
of the salesman. Illustration' No. 1
‘herewith shows an impression from
such a specimen machine. The over-
all size of the impression is 82x22mm.
The vertical number is the ' serial
number of that particular impression,
and would change with each impres-
sion, whether it was for zero value
or up to $999.99. The date, of course,
was changed daily and the amount
was ‘controlled by the operator.
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The actual impression {o pav the
tax is shown as Illustration No. 2.
Again the serial number of th: im-
pression reads vertically, to the 1-ft.
The “Specimen” has been replaced
with a picture of the Treasury De-
partment as in Scott R733, and the
Treasury Seal added to the left of
the date. The values are in reverse
reading numbers (white against a
red background). The meter number
shows between the date and the de-
nomination.

The tapes were printed on a gum-
med safety paper which was “sup-
posed to disintegrate in the event an
attempt was made to soak it off the
document.” Actually any careful phi-
latelist could remove it. The taves
are perforated 14 lengthwise by 15
vertically.

The Treasury rules were that im-
pressions made directly on the docu-
ments need not be cancelled, but that
tapes should be cancelled by writing
or stamping the date of use on them.
To the best of my knowledge no ef-
fort was made to enforce this rule.

Refunds were made on errors by
presenting proper proof to the Treas-
ury Department. The meters were set
only by the local department of In-
ternal Revenue. Appropriate record
books were kept by the operator and
presented to the Department of In-
ternal Revenue for approval upoa
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presentation of the meter for reset-

I don’t believe more than one t;pe
of meter was used. It would seem ‘o
me that an example of the meter
should be in any representative col-
lection of Documentary or - Stock
Transfer stamps. Specimen impres-
sions might be ‘harder to come by.

SECRETARY'S REPORT

Bruce Miller, Secretary-Treasurer
621 Alster Ave., Arcadia, Cal. 91006

Members '
M. C. King

Lawrence ‘E. Mathews

John W. Lawrence .
George B. Griffenhagen (CM)
Barbara R. Mueller

Charles A. Horton

Leon C. Stone

Frank F. Himpsl (CM)

David A. Moskal

Arthur H. Greenberg

Ernest C. Ansley

John J. Gaudio _
Earl J. Sutliff i
(Void—assigned in error)
Chester W. Roemmelt

Glen Lutey

Ronald P. Leisher

1224 Dr. Joseph F. Rorke

1226 Leslie A. Davenport

Reinstated
780 Dr. Harald K. Olander

Deceased
856 Theodore Sheldon

Resigned

808 Fritz F. Billig
1188 Jean M. Ousdahl

Applications Received

BERNARD, Michel, 8, Square Henri-
Delormel, F 76 Paris-14e, France,
by Maurice Gauchet. France and
French Colonies, Switzerland,
Germany, China, Japan, U. S,
ete. Locals of all countries.

CARROLL, Dr. R. Leonard, Jr., Box
76, 241 Wiehl St., Chattanooga,
Tenn. 37408, by LConald M. Nel-
son. USIR.

ICHOPRA, Krishen, Block 1/19 Ram-
esh Nagar, New Delhi 15, India,

November 1969

New

1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
1219
1220
1221
1222
1228

by Secretary.

ELLIOTT, James P. 1446 Fort St.
#401, Victoria, B C., Canada, by
Secretary. US, m'e-1900.

ROGERS, Roy J., P. O. Box 9842,

¢ Sacramento, Cal. 95823, by John
S. Bobo. General World, lisled or
unlisted, singles or quantity
(dealer, “Scot Stamp Co.”)

Address Mgu

Ernest C. Ansley, 520 So. Burnside

Ave., Apt. 11K, Los Angeles, Cal.
. 90086.

Jack F. Beach, 10001 La Tijera Blvd.,
Los Angeles, Cal. 90045.

James C. Czyl, 2837 W. 144th Place,
Posen, Ill. 60469.

Carl W. Georgi, 86 High Park, Buf-
falo, N. Y. 14226.

Richard W. Harbison, 16000 Altata
Dr., Pacific Palisades, Cal. 90272

John A. Hicks, #11 Warren Place,
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11201.

Capt. Anthony W. Hill, Rt. 1, Box 41
Manchester, Md. 21102.

Terence M. Hines, Box 5698 Duke
Station, Durham, N. C. 27706.
Carter Litchfield, 2001 Five Mile Line

Road, Penfield, N. Y. 14626. .
Daniel L. Rhoades, 1719 Manitowoc
Ave., South Milwaukee, Witc.

53172,

Lawrence E. Sexton, 550 meforl!.
Nogales, Ariz. 85621. .

Maynard Violet, 2529 W. Pensacola
Chicago, Ill. 60618. .

Robert H. Zimmerli, 88 E. Brutus
St., Weedsport, N. Y. 18166.

Previous membership total - 414

New members ________._____ 18
Reinstated 1
Deceased 1
Resigned 2

Current membership total _ 430

DATED REVENUES &
WINE STAMPS

Offered at Bargain Prices
Want to Buy, Sell or Trade the Fish-
ing and Hunting Stamps of the differ-
ent United States. Can furnish nearly
all of the intangible tax stamps of

Indiana. :
A. SODERLING
19 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60602
220
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‘Amid the Dust and Cobwebs of the Fiscalist’s Archives’

A Series of Extracts of Historic Interest
Resurrected by Louis S. Alfano (ARA 1142)
Number 2
(From “The Fiscal Philatelist,” Vol. I, No. 7, London, June, 1893)

Publishers Lundy and Morley quote
from an article in the “Canadian
Journal of Philately,” Vol. I. No. 1,
entitled “Classes to Collect,” by W.
Cullen Brown, Esq.:

“Revenue stamps have for years
been despised and scorned as stamps
not fit to collect. Why so? For no
other reason than that they were for
REVENUE use and not for posta!
use. The cloud of ignorance which
has so long hung over the eyes of col-
lectors, hiding from their vision this
matter in its true light, is at last
beginning to lift, and disclose to
their long-dimmed vision their errors,
mistakes, and lost opportunities of
the past. In plain words they now sec
their foolishness in leaving neglected
so important a part of Philately. Five
years ago, revenue stamps were a
drug, and could be bought for a song,
but during the past year the demand
has increased to such an extent that
already they are commanding prices
which are in many cases one hun-
dred fold higher than those at which
the same stamps could be bought for
five years ago. The collecting of rev-
enue stamps was brought before Phi-
latelists in the following manner:
Dealers began pushing and booming
the revenue stamps, each dealer those
of his own country (specialists gave
rise to the above), till step by step
the dealer brought country after
country before his customers’ notice,
first United States, then Mexico,
then Canada, then Great Britain, and
so on. At the time of writing, reve-
nue stamp collecting has increased to
a degree even more remarkable than
the increase of postal-card collecting
has been. Dealers all over the coun-
try are advertising ‘Revenues a spec-
ialty.” . . T, myself, can see no reason
whatever why revenue stamps should
not occupy the position of influence
with stamp collectors that postage
stamps do. As to beauty, excellence
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of design harmony of color, &ec.,
they are in many cases superior to
postage stamps. The uplifted curtain
of the future discloses to our view
the time, not now far distant, when
revenue stamps will be collected eq-
ually as much as postage stamps. In
a very short time many of the rare
revenue stamps will command prices
quite as high as the rarer vuarieties
of postage stamps. ‘A word to the
wise is sufficient;” complete your
sets ‘while it is yet day, for the night
cometh,” and the favourable oppor-
tunity will be for ever gone.”

CONDITIONITIS

When collecting liquor or tobucco
stamps, always take the best cony
available—-even if it is a pastc-up of
pieces from several different stamps.
Later on you may be able to replace
it with a better specimen and you can
pass on the poorer copy to another
collector. Revenue stamps just don’t
regularly come through their nroper
usage in the best condition. Accent
the fact that you may never be able
to get a perfect specimen!

How many collectors know that t'e
state of California issued adhesive
revenue stamps before our Federal
government did? California issued its
first adhesive in 1857, just five vears
before the United States issued its
first. Nevada, Louisiana and Oregon
followed in 18G5, 1866 and 1871, re-
spectively.

When answering ads, plcase let the
advertiser know you saw their ad in
the REVENUER.
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“E. R. T.”
By Bruce Miller ARA #1732

These are the initials of Edwin R.
Tyler of Prospect, Connecticut, who
entered the match and hardware bus-
iness in about 1865. His factory was
located in the northwest corner of
the town of Prospect, in an area
known locally as “Rag Hollow,”
where the Ten Mile River (in reality
little more than a creek) provided a
source of motive power for an assort-
ment of small manufacturing con-
cerns,

Tyler’s factory was originally built
at an unknown date by one Wilcox.
and by 1856 was owned by Richard
Tyler and Samuel C. Bronson. The
former was no doubt a relative of
Edwin R. Tyler. while the latter was
very likely related to John Bronson,
who was also in the match business
at Prospect during the 1860’s, along
with Stephen H. Payne. The exact
relationships among the individuals
named cannot be determined, nor is it
clear whether or not any of them
were connected with E. R. Tyler’s
affairs. Evidence suggests that there
was more than one match factory at
Prospect during the period circa 1850-
1870.

Tyler’'s private stamp (RO177)
bears a 5-pointed star as the central
design, and was first issued in Sep-
tember, 1866. Aside from the initials
“E. R. T.” tucked away at the bot-
tom, it provides no clue to its owner-
ship or place of origin. The bru=d
name “Star Matches” wa:s used by
at least two other firms, and Tyler's
choice of a star vignette for his
stamp would suggest that he used it
also.

In May 1870 Tyler sold his busin-
ess to the firm of Ives & Judd, who
ordered the stamps without change
until October, 1875, when the die was
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finally altered for them. Hence, all
the “E. R. T.” stamps on silk paper,
and some on old paper, were used by
Ives & Judd.

Tyler subsequently associated him-
self with James G. Hotchkiss of West
Haven, Connecticut, where he was
killed, apparently in 1873, by an ex-
plosion of phosphorus match-head
composition.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Your editor is now a REAL edi-
tor!

As of 15 October 1969 I became
the editor and manager of the Burk-
burnett (Texas) INFORMER/STAR
—a weekly newspaper in North Tex-
as, just across the Red River from
my previously-adopted state of Ok-
lahoma.

Now I am a Texan (you can tell
il by my string tie, boots and “you-
all”) and am very proud of it!

These comments are, therefore, of
necessity, very short, for learning
how to put together a paste-and-
scissors newspaper is a new exper-
ience. But I learn fast, and I ecan
tell the “hot metal” boys that this
it a cinch compared to their work.
All of which means that this is an
offset operation and not a letter press
paper.

There will be no delay in any re-
quests for material from the library,
for it was moved intact from its prev-
ious location.

There may be some delay in corres-
pondence from time to time, but nev-
er more than a few days. When the
raper has to go to bed, everything
else stops. (I had my supper last
night at 11:30 p.m.) Besides, my title
of editor is somewhat misleading,
for I am also the reporter, photo-
grapher, rewrite man, advertising
salesman, delivery boy, chief folder,
assistant layout man—all in addition
to being editor.

But it is fun. And next month I’ll
talk less about myself and more a-
bout goings on in the world of rev-
enuers.
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REVENUE GREATS OF
YESTERYEAR

Dr. Lionel Hartley (1876-1968)

Dr. Hartley was born December 30,
1876, in Philadelphia, the same year
that city was celebrating its centen-
ary, an interesting aspect. He attend-
ed public and private schools in New
York City, including the College of
the City of New York. His formal
education culminated in a degree in
dentistry from the University of
Pennsylvania, graduating in 1897. He
selected New York City as the place
for beginning his practice, no doubt
influenced by his former associations
and acquaintances. Later he special-
ized in onrthodontiecs and commuted
to Hartford and Waterbury, Connect-
icut one day a week.

Dr. Hartley had many avocations
other than philately. Among these

were photography and prestidigita-
tion. He was at one time president of
the Society of American Magicians
and gave performances for the Armed
Forces and for charity. His philatelic
adventures began at the age of six
and never diminished thereafter.

Dr. Hartley’s world reknowned col-
lection of Mexican fiscals was donat-
ed to the Smithsonian Institution and
will be known as the “Hartley Col-
lection.” This collection consisted of
cver ten volumes of material.

Information for this article was
furnished by Miss Rosalie Hartley,
Lionel’s favorite sister, to whom he
was greatly attached. The writer had
the pleasure of meeting Dr. Hart'ey
on several occasions at stamp chows
in New York. All we can say is, Bon
voyage, Dr. Hartley—you left a
pleasant philatelic legacy.

John S. Bobo (ARA 3)

URGENTLY WANTED!

Pardon the desperate appeal, hut what
does one have to do to induce readers
of this publication to write for one of
our auction catalogs?

Quite a number of members of this
group already bid in our sales, but
there must be others who for reasons
hest known to themselves prefer to add
to their collections the hard way.

It's like the guy in Times Square

trylng to sell dollar bills for 85c. He
knew he had a good deal going for
those who ignored his spiel, but they

wouldn't listen.

If the country’s top dealers who han-
dle revenues find auction the best means
for buying, isn't it common sense that
you would too? Or are we wrong?

HERMAN HERST, JR.
Shrub Oak. New York 10588

220

REVENUE MART

Buy, sell and exchange.
count for 5 words.

5c per word, minimum 30 words.
Send all copy and remittance to Advertising Manager,

Name and address w.li

1668 Sycamore St., Des Plaines, Ill. 60018

FISHING, Hunting, Dated Revenue,
Wines and Indiana intangibles. Will
buy, sell or exchange. Art Soderling, 19
N. Clark St., Chicago, Ill. 60602, 220

Page 138

WANTED — Tax Paids with head of
Abraham Lincoln, particularly snuff
stamps with stars also tin foils. l.ee
Adams, 144 Wynnwood Drive, Peoria,
Ilinois 61614. 220
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WANTED! NEEDED! APPRECIATED!

COMPREHENSIVE and/or SPECIALIZED
COLLECTIONS AND STOCKS
UNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS

Covering the entire gamut of Scott Catalog
listings inclusively from Rla to R218.
Used or Mint.

Properties must have net value $250+

And of course I am interested in major general and

4

specialized colleetions and stoeks of other UL S, British,

and better Foreign, including proofs, essays, & Covers.

Please submit inventory, description, and catalog value

of your holdings together with your asking price!
223

DAVID F. CHASSY
Box 230Z-AR Babylon, N. Y. 11703

Member: ARAD APS) ASDA, BPA Est. 1939
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NEW SELECTION

U. S. AND WORLD WIDE REVENUES

Cigar, Cigarette, Tobacco
and other similar material

including complete sheets and blocks

See us at booth #188 A. S. D. A. Show
Nov. 21, 22, 23, 1969, Madison Square Garden
N.Y.C.

or at our shop

CLEARING HOUSE FOR STAMPS, INC.
764 West 181st St., New York, N. Y. 10033

- |
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