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The Revenue Tax Stamps of Coca-Cola 
by Skip Stallings 

Coca-Cola has been called many things in the past and 
present; however, it was only called a "proprietary medicine" by 
the government for the short period of 1898-1902. This is eviden­
ced by the fact thaL Coca-Cola syrup was taxed during the 
period, 1898-1901, and thus required the usage of the tax stamps 
of the time. Consequently, my purpose here is to examine the 
background and usage of these stamps by the Coca-Cola Co. 

%centstamp 
Light brown with blue oval cancel dated June 19, 1901 

Paid tax on item retailing from 5 to 10 cents 
Chicago, Illinois 

Cecil Munsey in his book, THE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
THE COLLECTIBLES OF COCA-COLA, establishes in chapter 
eight the thesis that there was some credibility to the idea that 
Coca-Cola was a proprietary medicine. The main thrust of his 
argument was that: ( 1) advertising claims of the Coca-Cola Co. 
in the late nineteenth century could be construed as medicinal in 
nature, (2) the late nineteenth century was the "hey-day" of 
proprietary medicines and that this environment surrounded 
Coca·Cola at its birth and would naturall:v clothe it in the garb of 
a proprietary medicine, and, (3) the existence of tax stamps can­
celled ·by the Coca-Cola Co. verify that the government, at least, 
did consider Coca-Cola a proprietary medicine and taxed it as 
such. From this excellent base, we take leave of the good Mr. 
Munsey and proceed on our own course. 

Origfually, excise taxes such as the one on proprietary 
medicines were initiated during the Civil War to raise war funds. 
Such items as perfumes, playing cards, cosr.1etics, and legal 
documents also had excise taxes placed on them. Eventually, the 
excise taxes were repealed only to be revived again in the form of 
the War Revenue Tax Act of 1898 to raise money for the 
Spanish-American War. In this Act, the government directed 

the application of excise taxes to proprietary medicines, and I 
quote: "the stamp taxes provided for ... shall apply to all 
medicinal articles compounded by any formula, published or un­
published, which are put up in style or manner similar to that of 
patent, trade-mark or proprietary medicine in general, or which 
are advertised ... as having any special claim to merit, or to any 
peculiar advantage in mode of preparation, quality, use, or ef­
fect". Several pages later, articles of proprietary medicine are 
defined: " .. syrups, ... , tonics, ... and all medicinal preparations 
or compositions whatsoever ... where in the person making the 
same, or has or claims to have any private formula, secret, or oc­
cult art for making the same, ... or which, if prepared by any for-
mula, ... are held out or recommended to the public by the 
makers ... as proprietary medicines, ... or as remedies or specifics 
for any disease, ... or affliction whatsoever affecting the human 
or animal body". Just for comparison, the dictionary defines a 
proprietary medicine as "a substance used in treating disease 
that is protected by secrecy, patent, or copyright against free 
competition as to name, product, composition, or process of 
manufacture". Just keep drinking that "good ol' medicine" 
while we proceed to the actual tax schedule. 

1 cent stamp 
Green with pwple rol81d cancel dated July 17, 1899 

Paid tax on item retailing from 11 to 25 cents 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Under the Tax Act, medicinal articles selling at the retail 
value of 5-10 cents were taxed 1/4 cent, the value of 11·15 cents 
taxed 3/8 cent, the value of 16-25 taxed 5/8 cent. and each ad­
ditional 25 i:ents or fraction of 25 cents above twentv-five cents 
taxed 5/8 cent. This means that the face values of ~tamps that 
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has advised this editor that he ta preparing a 
supplement to the 1965 work "A Listing of Railroad 
1862-75 !tevenue Stamps" by Hugh Shellabear. 
Henry has over 200 unlisted handatamp and manu­
script cancel drawings prepared. P.e requests that 
those collectors who are interested in these items 
contact him. He would appreciate seeing photo 
copies of your holdings. He will prepare drawings 
of cancellations unll:nown to him from the photocopy 
it olear enough otherwise he will ask for the loan 
of the material. There have.been no deftnate plans 
tor publication at this time but his current de­
sires are to publish an tnterm supplement and then 
a complete new listing of the RR cancellations in­
corporating all of the Shellabear and subsequent 
material • 
••• that member Bob acheuerap:nn (address in year­
book) has a batcJ.:1._of.:US mint commems between ,¥922 
and 1206,, in multipleE!, wtlfch he would like to sell 
at face as-·a lot,: for thole who use them as postage, 
or otherWis'e. Wri ta, B6 b d trectly. 
••• that several complaints have been received from 
Canadian members about slow arrival of their TARs. 
'They are all mailed at the same time (this issue 
in early January). The trouble is possibly with 
the Canadian Post Office although the USPS is not 
above blame. The September (auction) issue was 
mailed in late August but did not reach one Can­
adian member until October 25, 
••• that your editor is interested in knowing about 
any curr.ent pl.8.ting work being done with US First 
Issues. I would also like to know of any finished 
work on any plates done recently or any length of 
time' ago. And finally, does any one have any mats 
prepared tor lllustra.ttng plate varieties of any 
US revenues. 

••• that member G c Akerman, whose ar.ttcle about 
Argentinian Foreign Bill stamps appears in this 
issue, has one major gripe against a lot of our 
contributors, "They do not always tell us what the 
beastly stamps were used FOR." Also "I am sure 
that there ts a scops for a pretty little book of, 
say about 100 pages, wt th a lot ot pictures to 
introduce Revenue Collecting to a wider public." 
Any takers on this project. I am sure the ARA 
would 'be interested in publishing. 
••• that Thomas Priester (Box 400, Davenport, IA 
52805) is actively promoting his US Beer Stamps 
catalog and handbook. This book ($20 postpaid 
from Tom) ls a must book for US revenue collectors • 
••• that ARA publication director Thomas Harpole 
(Box 383, Manchester, MA 01944) advises that 
supplies of the RN P.andbook are running short. 
Copies are ~9 each with checks payable to the ARA. 
••• that member Al Hoch (~uarterman Publications, 
Box 156! Lincoln, MA 01733) advises that ther_e are 
only a tttle over 100 copies of the P.olcombe 
private die medicine book remaining. They are ~50 
direct. Al also advises that due April 15 ls a 
new reprint of the Boston Revenue Book. Edition 
will be 600 copies with a retail price of '35. 
• •• that CONGRATS are due: 
--to EDWARD CUTLER whose exhibit of US Embossed 
Revenues won the Oliver Wolcott trophy tor the best 
US exhibit at the Rubber City Stamp Club 60th 
Anniversary Philatelic exhibition; 
--to EDWARD ZALUSKI who garnered a Vermeil for a 
combined exhibit of Federal Supreme Court Law 
Stamps and the Revenues of Quebec at BNAPEX-79 at 
Quebec City September 13-15; 
--to WILMER ROOXETT who received a Silver for Quebec 
revenues at the same show; 
--to CHUCK EMERY for a Silver on a detailed study 
of BC Laws at the same show; 
--to JIM SHELTON for a Bronze tor selected pages 
from Federal Revenues again at BNAPEX. 
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PRESIDENTS LETTER 
Ogden Scoville, Pres. 
2123 S. Windsor Dr. 
Springfield, MO 65807 

There have been some general changes in the A RA 'sac· 
tivities. The Board of Directors have considered many 
proposals to change our operating procedures and revised 
our system of bookkeeping. 

A review of our present income and expenses and their 
past history ·has uncovered some places where im · 
provements could be made to strengthen our organization. 

Altera discussion with our sales managerand a review of 
the costs of operating the sales circuit. I instructed the 
sales manager to raise the ARA charge for members sub 
mittingsalesbooksfrom 5to10% 
.Also I have instructed the sales manager not to accept any 
sales books with more than $400 of stamps in them. We can 
insure the circuits with the post office for losses up to this 
amount. These actions should allow the sales circuit to ser 
ve our members without being a financial burden as they 
have been in the last9years of operation. 

The Board of Directors has submitted four by-law amend 
ments for the ARA's members' approval or rejection 
Probably in January you will have the opportunity to select 
a new logo or vote to retain the old one. 

I am happy to report that we did not have to raise our 
members' dues this year. I believe that the AR A has the 
lowest dues of aqy national or major philatelic society. The 
APS raised theirdues $2peryear(itis now $12.) 

Starting in January, Editor Trettin has been authorized by 
the Board to increase the advertising charges so as to be 
able to cover the Revenuer's expenses. 

The new RN handbook was published by the A RA last 
June and congratulations for a fine job are due Joe Einstein 
and his cohorts. 

Our successful convent.ion in 1979 was held at NA PEX in 
Washington, D. C. There were over 1100 pages of revenues. 

WEST-COAST REGIONAL MEET 
AT FRESPEX 

The ARA will hold a West-Coast regional meeting March 
15-16, 1980, in conjunction with FRESPEX '8 in Fresno, 
California. Dr. Brian Clague, ARA Chairman for FRESPEX, 
has announced that a call has been made for a meeting of 
all Pacific Coast ARA members and other interested rev­
enue collectors. 

The meeting will try to renew old friendships and estab­
lish new ones, to exhibit revenue material, to hold a meet­
ing and seminar and to recruit new ARA members. 

FRESPEX will be a 250-12 page frame show with a 32-
dealer bourse. There will be a special block of revenue 
frames in this national show which is an APS Champion of 
Champions show. The Satuday afternoon "HOSPITALITY 
HOUR" is considered to be unmatched in the annals of 
California shows. 

A special revenu13 class has been ~stablish~d for th~ 
show. Among the judges will be ARA member and SPA 
President James Harris. A very special feature of the show 
will be a two hour or longer revenue seminar chaired by Dr. 
Richard Riley, ARA West Coast Board Representative and 
TAR associate editor. 

Over 200 letters have been sent to West coast members 
with early responses indicating better than a 25% favorable 
response. Additional revenue exhibits for the show are 
desired. In keeping with a policy established by TAR's 
editor, associate editors and ARA president, we will not 
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This magnificent showing resulted in the A RA being asked 
to hold the 1980 conventi'on at 9 different exhibitions! The 
Board has selected R 0 M PE X. (Denver, Colo. on May 16, 17 
and 18. 1980)as our next convention site. I do hope that we 
will have more than 50 members attend. Our ARA member, 
Dick Casten will coordinate ARA activities. 

FRESPEX (Calilornia)on March !Sand 16willhold a west 
coast regional ARA show in 1980. Dr. Brian Clague is coor· 
dinating this event.FRESPEX was runner-up in the balloting 
for the 1980 coQvention. These people deserve your sup· 
port.your attendance and show participation. 

The Board also voted Honorary life Memberships to 
Charles H. Hermann and Henry Tolman Jr. Charlie received 
his 1ust a few months before he passed over. Mr. Tolman 
received his in October. 

F RHB EE. Israel cigarette stamps. I picked up quite a 
few while in the Holy Land but don't know anything about· 
them. Also have some Missouri cigarette decals and 
Springfield, MO city cigarette stamps.sent upon receipt of 
a SAE. 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
The American Revenue Association has an award entitled 

'Certificate of Appreciation'. It will be awarded to ARA 
members who perform a service beyond their duties if they 
are an officer, or regular members who advance fiscal 
collecting in a major way. 

The first of these Certificates are awarded to Richard 
Riley and Duane Zinke!. 

Dr. Riley served as Chairman of the Sterling.Award Com· 
mittee in its formation and the selection of the first list of 
distinguished liscalists that was presented to the A RA con· 
vent ion at NA PE X, Washing ro n, D. C .. May. 19 7 9. 

Dr. Duane Zinke! handled the reprinting of the Forbin 
catalog. which has long been out of print and unavailable to 
the average collector Dr. Zinke! arranged for not only the 
printing but the sales also. All profits were donated to the 
ARA. 

Gentlemen.the ARA than.ks you. 
Ogden D. Scoville, 

President 

print the prospectus for regional meetings. Members 
desiring to exhibit are urged to write to Diana Ward, 7490 
E. Herndon, Clovis, CA 93612, or to Brian Clague, 3152 
N. Millbrook #C, Fresno, CA 93703, for a copy of the pros­
pectus. We have been assured by the organizers of the 
show that revenue material will be given a fiar appraisal. 
Support of shows such as this will help to move revenue 
collecting into the mainstream of American philately and 
lead to eventual international acceptance. 

U.S. and FOREIGN REVENUES 
WANT-LISTS SOLICITED 

INQUIRIES WI SASE ANSWER'W PROMPTLY 

Or PHONE i-312-827-3456 

JOHNS.BOBO 
1668 Sycamore Street 

Des Plaines, IL 60018 U.S.A. 
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Victorian Railway Parcel , Stamps 
This paper is reprinted with the kind permission of Bill Hor­

nadge, the editor, from the June 1979 edition of the Australian 

The checklist of Victorian Railways Parcels stamps printed 
below has been supplied to us by Mr A. D. Presgrave of Macrossan, 
Qld, who compiled the list as a joint research project with Mr Horst 
Albert Schaefer of Victoria. Cash register labels are not including in 
the checklist but Mr Presgrue is working on a list of these items. 

I. 
1876 ( ) No wmk, perf 12 1/i, inscr 
Melbourne, Sandhurst, Victoria, 
Echuca, Ballarat, Geelong. 30mm x -
33mm. 

I I 1/2d Black 
2 Id Green 
3 2d Violet 

1878 (Jan) Wmk I, perf 12, without 
counterfoil, inscr. Owners Risk, 
Newspaper only. 

18, 3 3d Blue on Blue 

4 3d Orange 
5 6d Blue 4. 

2. 
1877 (I Oct) Wmk I, perf 1214, with 
counterfoil, Reg No. opt red or on 9d 
only, blue. 

6 2 3d Bllue l-? 
7 9d Magenta on Yellow !-? 

18?9 (I July) Wmk I, perf 12-13 
19 4 Id Green on White 
20 2d Violet on White 
21 3d Blue on Blue 
22 6d Rose on White 
23 6d Rose on Rose 
24 9d Magenta on Pale Yellow 
25 1/- Green on Yellow· 
26 2/- Blue on Pink 
27 2/- Grey /Blue on Pink 
28 3/- Yellow on Blue 
29 5/- Green on Drab 

1881 ( ) Wmk 2, perf 12-13 
30 4 2/-Blue on Pink 

1881 ( ) Wmk 3, perf 12-13 
31 4 4/- Purple on Green 

8 l/6 Green on Yellow l-90,000 
9 2/3 Blue on Pink l-90,000 

10 3/- Orange on Blue l-89,880 
l l 4/6 Purple on Green l-90,000 
12 6/- Orange on Drab I-? 

1877 (I Oct) Wmk I, perf 12 14, with 
counterfoil, no reg no. 

13 2 9d Magenta on Yellow 

3. 

1878 (Jan) Wmk I, perf 12'4, without 
counterfoil. 

14 3 Id Green on Yellow 
15 2d Violet on White 
16 3d Blue on Blue 
17 6d Rose on Pale Rose 
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5. 

• 1882-87 Wmk I, perf 12-13, no lattice 
background. 

32 5 'hd Purple-Brown on 
White ( 1887) 

33 Id Green on Green 
34 3d Blue on Blue 
35 6d Rose on Rose 
36 8d Magenta on White 
37 9d Brown on Yellow 
38 IOd Bistro on White ( 1887) 
39 1/- Green on Yellow 

philatelic magazine STAMP NEWS. Follow-ufJ information will· 
be presented when available ... KT · · · " ·' 

1887 ( Dec) Wmk I, perf 12, 
Queens Head Medallion, Black on 
various colours. 
40 6 'hd on Purple 
41 Id onGreen 
42 I \/2d on.Yellow 
43 2d on White 
44 3d on Blue 
45 6d on Rose 
46 8d on Buff 

47 9d on Deep Rose 
48 lOd on Drab 
49 1/- on Yellow 
50 1/- on White 
51 2F on Drab 
52 3/- on Buff 

1887 ( Dec) Wmk I, perf 12\/4, 
Queens Head. Medallion, Black on 
Yarlous colours. 
53 6 'hd on Purple 
54 Id on Green 
55 I 1hd on Yellow 
56 2d on White 

57 3d on Blue 
58 6d onRose 
59 8d on Buff 
60 9d on DeepRo5e 
61 IOd on Drab 
62 1/- on Yellow 
63 1/- on White 
64 2/- on Drab 
65 3/- on Buff ·· .. 

1887 ( · Dec) Wmk · I, perf i3, 
Queens Head Medallion, Black on 
various colours. 
66 6 'hd on Purple 
67 Id on Green 
68 I V2d on Yellow 
69 2d on White 
70 3d on Blue 
71 6d on Rose 
72 8d on Buff 
73 9d on Deep Rose 
74 lOd on Drab 
75 1/- on Yellow 
76 1/- on White 
77 2/- on Drab 
78 3/- on Buff 

1887 ( Dec) Wmk 1, perf 12, 
Queens Head Medallion, colour on 
various colours. 

79 6 Id Green on Yellow 

80 2d Blue on White 
81 5d Vermillion on White 
82 6d Blue on Rose 
83 8d Blue on Pale Blue 
84 IOd Blue on Blue 
85 I/- Blue on Pale Yellow 
86 2/- Red-Brown on Rose 
87 3/- Red on Blue 

· 1887 ( Dec) Wmk I, perf 12!4, 
Queens Head Medallion, colour on 
various colours. 

88 6 Id Green on Yellow 
89 2d Blue on White 
90 5d Vermillion on White 
91 6d Blue oil Rose 
92 · 8d Blue on Pale Blue 
93 IOd Blue on Blue 
94 1/- BlueonPaleYellow 
95 2/- Red-Brown on Rose 
96 3/- Red on Blue 

1887 ( Dec) Wmk I, perf 13, 
Queens Head Medallion, colour on 
various colours. 
97 6 Id Green on Yellow 
98 2d Blue on White 
99 5d Vermillion on White 

100 6d Blue on Rose 
IOI 8d Blue on Pale Blue 
102 IOd Blue on Blue 
103 1/- Blue on Pale Yellow 
104 2/- Red-Brown on Rose 
I05 3/-. Red on Blue 
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VIC. RAIL STAMPS - Continued 

7. 
1902 ( ) Wmk I, perUI, Black on 
warlous colours. 
I 06 7 V2d on Purple 
107 Id on Pale Green 
108 3d on Blue 
109 6d on Rose 
110 8d on Buff 
111 9d on Rose 
112 IOd on Drab 
113 1/- on Yellow 
114 2/- on Grey 

1902 ( ) Wmk I, perf 1214, Black 
on ~arious colours. 
115 7 \/id on Purple 
116 Id .on Pale Greell 
117 3d .on Blue 
118 6d on Rose 
119 8d on B1,1ff 
120 9d on Rose 
1217 IOd on Drab 
122 l/- on Yellow 
123 2/- on Grey 
1902 ( ' ) Wink I, perfIT, colour 
oa warlous colours. 
124 7 2d Blue on White 
12.'i 5d Vermillion on White 
126 5d Orange Red on White 
127 5d Orange Red on Rose 

1902 ( ) Wmk I, perf 1214, colour 
on •arious colours. 
128 7 I/id R(,d on Purple 
129 Id Red on Green 
130 2d Blue on White 
131 3d Red on Blue 
132 5d Vermillion on White 
133 5d .Orange Red on Rose 
134 6d Carmine on Rose 
135 8d Red on Buff 
136 9d Red on Blue 
137 IOd Red on Drab 
138 1/- Red on Yellow 
139 1/- Red on Rose 
140 2/- Red on Rose 

8. 1917 (I Dec) W111k I, Derf .. II. Die I. 
141 8 2d Blue on White 
142 2d Blue on White 

(Roul top and Bottom) 
143 IOd Green on White 
144 .5/- Blue on White 

1917 (I Dec) Wmk I, perf 1214, Die I. 
145 8 3d Olive on White 
146 4d Red on Blue 
147 6d Carmine on Rose 
148 8d Bistre on White 
149 8d Red on Yellow 
150 9d Carmine on Blue 
151 I Id Red on Buff 
152 1/- Yellow on White 

1917 (I Dec) Wmk I, Roul 7, .Die I. 
"3 8 'hd Blue on White 
154 Id Green on White 
155 Id Red on Pale Green 
156 2d Blue on White 
157 3d Olive on White 
158 3d Pale Green on White 
159 4d Red on Blue 
160 5d Orange on White 
161 5d Deep Orange on White 
162 6d Carmine on Rose 
163 7d Dull Purple on White 
164 8d Bistre on White 
165 8d Red on Yellow 
166 8d Red on Buff 
167 9d lilac on White 
168 9d Carmine in Blue 
169 9d Carmine on Purple 
1708 IOd Green on White 
171 IOd Red on Drab 
172 IOd Pale Orange on White 
173 11 d Olive Green on White 

. 174 11 d Carmine on Buff 
175 · 1/- Chrome Yellow on White 
176 1/- Deep Yellow on White 
177 1/- Red on Yellow 
178 1/- Yellow on White 
179 1/6 GreyonWhite 
180 1/6 RedonGrey 
ISi 2/-RedonWhite 
182 2/- Red on Deep Rose 
183 3/- Black oh White 
184 3/,- Grey on White 
185 5 /- Blue on White 

1917 (I Dec) Wmk 4, roul 7, Die I. 
186 8 2/- Red on White 

1935 (I Dec) Wmk I, perf 1214, Die I, 
paper printed with security 
background. 
1879 5/- Blue on White 

1935 (I Dec) Wmk I, rout 7, Die I. 
188 9 Id RedonPaleGreen 
189 Id Purple on White 
190 Id Red on White 
191 2d Blue on White 
192 2d Pale Blue on White 
193 2d PaleGreenonWhite 
194 2d Green on White 
195 3d Green on White 
196 3d Dark Green on Pink 
197 3d Emerald Green on White 
198 9 4d Red on Blue 
199 5d Orange on White 
200 5d Pale Orange on White 
201 5d Deep Orange on White 
202 5d Dull Orange on White 
203 6d Carmine on Rose 
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204 6d Dark Green on White 
205 7d Dull Purple on White 
206 7d Deep Maroon on White 
207 7d Dark Brown on White 
208 7d Brown on White 
209 8d Red on Yellow 
210 8d Lilac on White 
211 8d Purple on White 
212 8d Pale Purple on White 
213 9d Carmine on Blue 
214 9d Pink on White 
215 9d Deep Pink on White 
216 9d Carmine on Pale Purple 
217 9d Red on White 
218 9d Red on Cream 
219 IOd Green on White 
220 IOd Blue Green on White 
221 IOd Olive Green on White 
222 II d Carmine on Buff 
223 I Id Red on Buff 
224 1/- Yellow on White 
225 1/6 Green on White 
226 I /6 Olive Green on White 
227 2/- Carmine on White 
228 2/- Orange on White 
229 3/- Black on White 
230 3/- Grey on White 

10. 

1935 (I l>ec) Wmk I, rout 7, Die 2. 
23110 Id Red Brown on White 
232 Id Purple on White 
233 Id Violet on White 
234 2d Blue on White 

9. 

II. 

1941 ( 

235 3d Green on White 
236 11 d Carmine on Buff 
237 11 d Red on Buff 

1935 ( ) Wmk I, 
roult 7, Die I, opt in Red 
238 9 IOd on IOd 

Green on White 

) Wmk I, roul 7, inscr 
OF 

12. 
1941 ( ) Wmk I, roul 7, inscr 
"STATE OF 
VICTORIA/RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT", station name in 
black, colour on coloured paper. 
24911 Id Red on Pale Green 
250 2d Pale Blue on White 
251 4d Black on White 
252 4d Red on Pale Blue 

25311 5d Black on White 
254 6d Carmine on Rose 
255 7d Purple on White 
256 8d Red on Yellow 
257 9d Carmine on Blue 
258 9d Red on Blue 
259 11 d Carmine on Buff 
260 1/- Yellow on White 
261 2/- Carmine on White 
262 3/- Grey on White 

( ) Wmk I, roul 7, S6mm x 
42mm, inscr "VICTORIAN 
RAILWA \'S", station name in black, 

"STATE 
VICTORIA/RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT'', station name 
black, red on wliite paper. 

in on white paper. 
263 12 Id Black 

23911 Id Red 264 2d 
240 2d 265 3d 
241 3d 266 4d Black on Blue 
242 5d 267 5d Black 
243 6d 
244 8d 
245 9d 
246 I Id 
247 I/-
248 2/-

268 6d 
269 7d Red 
270 8d 
271 9d 
272 IOd 
273 I Id 

274 1/-
275 1/6 
276 2/-
277 3/-
278 5/-
27910/- Blue 

Continued o•er page 
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VIC RAIL STAMPS - Continued 

13. 

1958 ( ) Wmk I, perf 1rn x 
11 '/.i, 44mm x J8mm, printed on white 

~sr·.3 
281 
282 
283 
284 
285 
286 
287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
296 
297 
298 

Id Black 
2d 
3d 
4d 
5d 
6d 
7d Red 
8d 
9d 

IOd 
lid 
I/· 
1/6 
i/-
3/· 
4/-
5/-

IO/· Pale Blue 
IO/- Dark Blue 

1966 (14 Feb) Wmk I, perf 11'/.i x 
11 'h, 44mm x J2mm, decimal curren­
cy. 
299 14 le Ultramarine on 

Pale Blue 
301 
302 
303 
304 
305 
306 
307 
308 
309 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 
318 

3c 
4c 
Sc 
6c 
7c Scarlet on Pale Red 
Sc 
9c 

IOc 
I Sc 
20c 
30c 
40c 
SOc 
60c 
70c 
80c 
90c 
SI Emerald on Pale Green 
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1966 (14 Feb) No wmk, perf 11'/.i x 
111'3, variety of Nos 299 to 318, 
marginal stamps from edge of water­
marked sheet. 
319 14 le Ultramarine on Pale 
320 2c Blue 
321 3c 
322 4c 
323 Sc 
324 6c 
325 7c Scarlet on Pale Red 
326 8c 
327 9c 
328 IOc 
329 I ScScarlet on Pale Red 
330 20c 
331 30c 
332 40c 
333 SOc 
334 60c 
33S 70c 
336 80c 
337 90c 
338 $I Emerald on Pale Green 

1968 ( ) Wmk I, perf 11 '/.ix· 
111'3, additional Value, increased in­
sured parcel rate. 
339 14 · 2ScScarlet on Pale Red 

1968 ( ) No wmk, perf 11'/.i x 
11 'h, •arlety of no 339. 
340 14 25cScarlet on Pale Red 

1975 ( ) Wmk I, perf 11'/.i x 
11 'h, additional •alue. 
341 · 14 S2 Orange Brown on Pale 

Brown 
1975 ( ) No wmk, perf 11 '/.i x 
11 'h, •ariety of no 341. 
342 · 14 $2 Orange Brown on 

GREEN STAR STAMPS 
• •• .,,.1, ·· · · · ··•nee··· 

1976 ( June) No wmk, perf 11'/.i x 
11 'h, new paper, PV A adhesi•e, odd 
cent values deleted. 
343 14 Sc Ultramarine on 

Pale Blue 
344 10c· Scarlet on Pale Red 
345 20c 
346 25c 
347 30c 
34S 40c 
349 SOc 
350 60c 
3SI 70c 
3S2 80c 
353 90c 
3S4 $I Emerald on Pale Green 

1977 ( ) No wmk, perf 11'/.i x 
I l'h, new paper, gum arable adhesi•e. 
35514 Sc Ultramarine on 

Pale Blue 
356 IOc Scarlet on Pale Red 
357 20c 
358 30c 
359 40c 
360 SOc 
361 60c 
362 70c 
363 80c 
364 90c 
36S $1 Emerald on Pale Green 
366 · $2 Orange Brown on 

Pale Brown 

1978 ( May) No wmk, perf 11'/.i 
x 11 'h, new paper, gum arable 
adhesi•e_.__!~diti()!!!I value. 
367 14 SS Orange on Pale Orange 

15. 
1968 ( ) Wmk I, perf 1m x 
ll'h, inscr "NEW SOUTH 
WALES", Instead of station name. 
NI · 1 S lc"lJHramarlneOii--

Pale llue 
N2 2c 
NJ Jc 
N4 4c 
NS Sc 
N6 6c 
N7 7c Scarlet on Pale Red 
NS Sc 
N9 9c 
NIO .lOc 
NII 20c 
Nl2 30c 
Nl3 40c 
N14 50c 
NlS 60c 
N16 70c 
N17 80c 
NIS 90c 
N 19 SI Emerald on Pale Green 
1977 ( ) No wmk, perf II '/.i x 
111'3, inscr "NEW SOUTH 
WALES", Instead of station name, 
new paper, PV A _l!m. · 
N20 1 S SI Emerald on Pale Green 

All "NEW SOUTH WALES" issues 
were withdrawn on S Feb 1978 .. 

16. 

1915 (22 Oct) No wmk, imperf, 
gummed, proofs of proposed parcel 
stamps. Designed by T. S. Harrison, 
Commonwealth Note Printer. 
PI 16 Deep Turquoise Green 
P2 Orange 
P3 Royal Blue 
P4 Bistre-Yellow 
PS Olive-Grey 
P6 Brown 
P7 Red-Orange, printed over 

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 
P8 Vermillion 
P9 Reddish-Purple 

PIO Purple 
Pl I Deep Mauve 
Pl2 Steel Blue 
P 13 Brownish-Black 
Pl4 Emerald 

1915 (22 Oct) No wmk, imperf, 
gummed, proof with •alue iQSerted. 

. PIS 17 IOd Crimson-Lake 
Numbers Pl to P6 may have the 

value in pencil in the margin of each 
proof, those seen are PI, (2d); P2, 
(3d); P3, (4d), P4 (Sd); PS, (8d); P6, 
(9d). 

Wmk Type I 

Wmk Type l 

z 
WMk Type 31 

\ 

'·C/ ;J 

'/-\ 
Wmk Type 4. 
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Plate Varieties 
By Anthony Giacomelli, ARA 

In this issue we will examine one of the most important or 
at least one of the most striking double transfers to appear 
on the 2c U·S·l·R· of 1864. It appears that this is the double 
transfer described by J. H. Train, THE AMERICAN 
PHILATELIST, (APS Revenue Unit, Vol 43, pp386·8, 1930) as 
T·14·b. It is a double transfer showing clearly in all parts of 
the stamp with the shift toward the NW corner. 

Mr. Train was not able to Illustrate the stamp at the time 
but did have a drawing prepared by Beverly King, the 
Secretary of the APS Revenue Unit at the time. Our 
illustration should show the shift much more clearly. It is 
most noticeable in the lettering on all four sides and in all 
four denomination counters. 

Mr. Train had examined 7,000 copies of R15 and found 
about 20 different plate varieties and flaws. At that time two 
copies of this stamp were found. From the examination of 
these stamps Mr. Train concluded that during their use 
these plates were very badly treated with many scratches -
and rust marks showing up on locations that previously had 
been free of them. 

From the late date on the pen cancellation, It might be 
assumed that the plate had been reworked and possibly the 
double entry occurred at that time. Any re-entry by a tran· 
sfer roll would be most difficult. Add to this the fact that ap· 
parently the Carpenter firm was not always too careful with 
the plates one can see how easily varieties such as this oc· 
curred. 

FISCAL PHILATELIC FOUNDATION FORMED 
by G.M. Abrams, ARA 

The formation of the Fiscal Philatelic Foundation has been 
publicly announced- Designed to operate as does the Philatelic 
Foundation for postage or postal emissions, the FPF has been in­
corporated in the state of New York as a non-profit tax-exempt in· 
stitution. Among its purposes and services will be: 

1. To establish and maintain a library on fiscal material which is 
open to thf public for research. 

2. To form a reference collection of fiscal stamps and stamped 
paper of the world, also open to the public for viewing and/or 
study. 

3. To initiate an expertising service for valuable material to deter­
mine authenticity, sorely needed. 

4. To accept donations by GIFT or by WILL of any or all stam­
ps/paper ~or the reference collection) and/or literature (for the 
library )which is fiscally related, and/or money (to purchase same). 
all of which are tax deductible. 

5. To provide grants toward publishing worthy manuscripts, or to 
undertake publication by the Foundation itself, if necessary, of all 
worldwide fiscally related studies/catalogs, which will be offered at 
cost plus postage. · 

6. To see to reprints of classic fiscally related literature in bound 
format, also to be offered at cost plus postage from time to time. 

These plans are for openers, and will be expanded as the need 
arises. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, the FPF is not a club, and has not been 
formed to compete with the ,O,RA, but rather to lend it support. 
There will be no monthly io'i'"nals, yearbooks, sales or circuits, auc· 
tions, library loan-outs, or other similar benefits which ARA mem­
bers receive. Indeed, there will be no members other than the 
Board of Trustees, already established on which I am delighted to 
report that I have received an ir1vitation to serve, and have ac· 
cepted. The FPF Board is an unpaid body established to facilitate 
decisions on Foundation endeavors_ 

The initial location of the FPF will be at 155 First St.. Mineola, NY 
11501. It is conceivable that, in the future, periodic bulletins may 
be published with announcements of interest, and that these will be 
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included with mailings of The American Revenuer_ 
Should you have any questions, please write directly to the Foun· 

dation at the above address. 

The 

Revenue Stamps, 
of the 

United States 
by 

Christopher West 

• Hardbound 
• 144 Pages 
• 16 Full Page Plates 
• 1 Full Color Plate 
• Dust Jacket also in Full Color 
• 47 Chapters on: 

First, Second and Third Issues 
Quantities Issued 
Rarity 
Colors 
Designs 
Uses 

$2195 
plus $1.00 postage 

and handling Revenue Laws Governing Issue 
Perforation Varieties 
Papers 

CalH. Residents please 
add 6"1o sales tax ' 

Inverted Centers and Errors 

Castenholz and Sons 
Publishers 

1055 Hartzell Street 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
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NE\\7 SURCHARGES ON ON FRENCH 
"TAXES COMMUNALES" 

by Paul Demeny, ARA, Academie d'Etudes Postales (France) 
Many times the values of French postage or revenue stamps 

have been changed by surcharging done at the government prin· 
ting house. Generally, but not always, these surcharges are for a 
lower value than the basic stamp. For example, look at the "Tim· 
bre Fiscal" section of the Kremer catalog, stamps 769 and 
following, the 60c on 75c to the lOF on 13F. 

BORDEAU - black printed 
swcharge 

This practice is done to prevent forgeries. A forger cannot take 
a stamp, make an easily duplicated surcharge of a higher value 
than the original stamp and sell it for his own benefit. By having 
the surcharging done at the government printing house, record 
keeping is simplified and the risk of fraud is suppressed. 

An exception to these rules of the French Administrations are 
the "Taxes Communales" Kremer in his 1962 catalogue men· 
tions these stamps overprinted in BORDEAUX (GIRONDE) · 
numbers 21 & 22. These overprintes were brought about by an 
increase in rates & subsequent surcharging of the stamps to a 
higher face value. This action is contrary to the customary 
system described. So, what happened in this peculiar case? 

UBOURNE - black printed 
surcharge 

No positive information can be obtained so it is necessary to 
imagine a likely solution. The "Taxes Communales" stamps are 
printed in the government printing house for the use of the 
various municipalities which collect the amount of the stamps' 
face value. The stamps are used on certain documents such as 
legalization, birth, marriage or death certificates. So, the city in 
possession of a quantity of stamps can surcharge them when a 
change in rates requires new stamps and renders the old 
denominations obsolete. 

SAINT ANTOINE - surch•ged 
in red pen 

Obviously this is what happened in the Department of Giron· 
de. The 3F "Taxes Communales" became obsolete because of a 
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change in fees which required a lOF 'stamp. While waiting for the 
new lOF stamp some municipalities surcharged some of the 3F 
stamps by various means including pen. 

The accompanying illustrations show some of the various sur­
charges, all from cities in Gironde. Others may exist from Giron· 
de or elsewhere. Please look over your "Taxes Communales" 
and let others know of your discoveries. 

Unkown - surcharged in green 
pen 

German ARA Rep. Visits U.S. 

This fall Mr. and Mrs. Martin Erler visited this country traveling 
coast to coast and on to Hawaii. During this time they were able to 
visit a number of ARA members. Shown here on the right they are 
with Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Abrams who hosted a sma11 get-together 
for a number of fellow ARA members. 
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Keiner's 
Kovers 

DR. KILMER & Co. /}-

by Bert 
Keiner 

1. 

BERMUDA: CURRENT USAGE 
REVENUES 

G.M. Abranis, ARA 

1. Revenue Stamps 

QEll design, date of issue unknown; 25x30 mm., pert 13x12, 
glossy white thick paper, wmkd (faint) crown. Listing may not be 
complete. Further data invited. 

$1 brown orange 
$2 light green 
$5darkblue 
$10 magenta 
$25 dark brown 
$50 gray black 
$100 orange yellow 

2. Insurance Stamps 

Value in box, ornate scrollwork at left; 18xl5 mm., perf 
14xl4l/2, glossy white thick paper, very faint wmk as above. Date 
of issue unknown; reportedly issued yearly. Inscribed 
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. S. A. 

'( 

. ~p) 
.. )·/' ;..,.. ..... ·:·· .... ···'"·· ') -·if·f' 

f ) 
... --. ,;. _, .. ·. ,- ,· ·<· /) {;:./ 

What Warner Safe Cure Co. was to Rochester N. Y., 
.>r. Kilmer & Co. was to Binghamton, N. Y. However, 
')r. Kilmer & Co. has a special place in the M & M field 
" that was the only company that used regular 

µostage for their provisional tax stamps until the 
proprietary stamps were available. 

Contributory /Pensions/Insurance. 

$1.93 bright blue 
$3.86 black brown 

UNUSUAL 
REVENUES 

EUROPE, US, LATIN AMERICA,· 
REST OF THE WORLD. · 

We offer revenue collections, 
lots, single varieties, proofs, 
documents, in fact almost m everything! 
Our lists cover the whole world, 
with many hundreds of offers. 
Just send $1 bill for detailed 
listings, airmailed regularly 
thru the year. 

J. BAREFOOT 
(INVESTMINTS) LTD. 

85 SALTER8ATE, CHESTERFIELD 
~ DERBYSHIRE S40 US 
~ ENCiLAND. 

We are one of Europe'$ leading revenue dealers. 
Member PTS,ARA, BPR etc. 

I 
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INDIA and STATES REVENUES: 
SOME INTERESTING EFO DISCOVERIES 

by A.M. Mollah, ARA 
with G.M. Abrams 

This paper describes and illustrates some of the strange (and 
usually unexplainable) phenomena which have been detected 
recently among late emissions of the subject stamps. It is hoped 
that those who are working on cataloguing efforts for these 
stamps will see fit to make note of them. 

Quantities issued of these freaks are unknown; some may be 
unique ... and, therefore, values or prices cannot be assigned at 
this time. Future EFO discoveries will be reported when detec­
ted. 

Figure 1 

Figure2 

1. Sheet foldover, current small 20 Paise red revenue. 
Fig. 1, sheet as it came off the press, folded. 
Fig. 2, sheet opened, showing freak perfs and missing portions 

of impression. 
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Figures 

2. Current 10 Paise small red revenue, overprinted for GOA, 
with Daman & Diu imprint ... all in black. 

Fig. 3 shows a normal impression of the overprint on a block of 
4. 

Fig. 4 shows a complete doubling of the overprint. The second 
GOA is hidden within the first Daman & Diu line. 

Fig. 5 shows a doubling of the overprint, but at very peculiar 
angles. Since there are 4 different settings .. no explanation 
beyond human error. 

• :: 
• • • • • . . • • . 
~ • . . .....•. ~ ... 
• • . . • . 
• • • • • • • .. 
• 
: '·· 

. . . 
········~l ..... ' .. • • • • • 

Figure 6 

Figure 8 

3. Some freaks of the Gujarat state overprints. 
Fig. 6 shows a portion of a corner block of the 20 Paise small 

red revenue, with a violet handstamp in hindi. Note that the han­
d stamp appears on all 3 stamps .. but not the design! It is 
missing from the lower left stamp almost in its entirety, and only 
portion~ appear on the other 2 stamps. Explanation? Something 
got in the way when the original stamps were printed .. but they 
went ahead and handstarnped them afterward anyway. 
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botton 
ovpt split 
LandR 

coming 
back to 
center 

almost 
there 

Figwe9 

Figwe 10 

past 

center 
to left 

Fig. 7 shows a block of the 20P stamp with a black machine 
ove!Jlrint .. all inverted, while Fig. 8 shows a similarly inverted 
overprint badly misplaced to upper left. 

Fig. 9 shows the same overprint in several settings, all 
upright, but all doubled. 

Fig. 10 shows the black machine overprint on the lOP small 
red revenue, upright but badly misplaced to the upper right. 

Fig...-e 12 

4. The larger 25P red revenue, with red overprint. 
Fig. 11 shows the normal overprint on the face, with an offset 

of the design on the rear shown in Fig. 12. 
Fig. 13 shows a block of 6 of the same stamp with the overprint 

appearing only on the lower right stamp. Where are the others? 
This is a sheet foldover, and some of them appear on the rear of 
the block, shown in Fig. 14. The missing ones? No explanation. 

Fig. 15 shows another sheet foldover, an upper right corner 
strip of 3, where the left-hand stamp has the full overprint, the 
center stamp just a hint of it and the right-hand stamp nothing. 
We find the overprint intended for the right-hand stamp on the 
rear, in the selvedge, shown in Fig. 16. But where is the rest of 
the central overprint? Indeed. 

5. Other interesting foldover varieties. 
Fig. 17 shows the small red lOP revenue with black overprint, 

off the press, overprinted in place. Fig. 18 shows the corner 
opened, with the missing overprint on the lower right stamp. 
Fig. 19 finds that missing overprint on the rear, in the selvedge. 

Another interesting freak perf occurs on the lOP small red 
revenue with the Uttar Pradesh red overprint. 

Fig. 20 shows the perf havoc caused by the foldover. 
And here is another foldover variety, this time on the 20P 

small red revenue without overprint. As seen in Fig. 21, the off­
the-press condition, there is a blank design space on the lower 
left stamp which is not explained by the foldover. Something 
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Figure 15 
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(Cont. on next page) 
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else obviously got in the way. Fig. 22 shows the front view of 
this freak when unfolded, and Fig. 23 shows the rear. 

A most interesting freak is shown in Fig. 24, evidencing a por· 
tion of a sheet of the small lOP red revenue, which has the over· 
prints in red on only 5 of the stamps at the base. There is a 
diagonal foldover thru the central block of 9, but in attempting 
to reconstruct this event, the foldover does not account for what 
happened on the sheet rear. shown in Fig. 25. Nor can we. 

Figure 26 

.. .. ··. . · .. .· . .· . .. · • 

. . . .. . . . . . . ............... 

Fig...-e 29 

. . . 

Figure 31 

Fig. 26 shows another foldover occurrence which soml'how is 
not explained when attempting to recreate the fold; in fact, we 
are at a loss to account for exactly what happened here, to this 
corner of a 20P small red revenue sheet. 

And Fig. 27 shows another perf skip on another block from a 
similar sheet, causing extraneous diagonal perfs to appear in the 
selvedge. One thing, though ... you will note the additional row 
of perfs to the left of the left vertical row. These sheets are not 
normally perforated thusly, with what we may call a gutter ( ... ? ) . 
Unexplained. 

Here is an explainable variety of the small red 20P revenue, 
caused by a simple fold. Fig. 28 shows the off-the-press con­
dition, containing the fold. Fig. 29 shows the front view when un­
folded, and Fig. 30 the rear. 

A similar freak has been found on the lOP small red revenue 
overprinted in red for use in West Bengal. Fig. 31 shows the 
folded stamp, and Fig. 32 shows how it appears when expanded. 
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6. Other varieties. 
The Refugee Relief stamp affords some interesting freaks. Fig. 

33 shows a strip of three of these lOP red revenues so over· 
printed with a paper fold in the center stamp causing the un· 
printed design. In fact, there are two folds. 

Fig. 34 shows a pair of these stamps, the upper one containing 
the overprint in normal fashion. but with the design so badly 
overinked that it (the design I is almost illegible. 

A double (triple?) impression (at any rate, extremely blurred) 
of the 20P small red revenue is illustrated in Fig. 35. Actually, a 

Figure 33 

Figure 32 

WORLD 

Figure 34 . .... 

. . . • ... .. : 

: . 
. . .. . 
. . 
: . . . 

. . . . • . . 

. . • • • . . . . 

(Continued on next page) 

Figure 35 

WIDE REVENUES 
Bought and Sold 

CANADIAN Revenues our speciality · 16 page illustrated 
Canada revenue pricelist 25cz'. 

Illustrated "Reve News" bulletin crammed with 
worldwide revenue offers - 25t 

We urgently require collections, accumulations and dealer 
stocks of Canadian and Worldwide revenues. 

-TOP PRICES PAID-

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd., P.O. Box 300~ 
Bridgenorth, Ont., Canada KOL lHO 

ARA 
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Figure 43 Figure 44 
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Figure 40 

BUYING 
AND 

SELLING 

UNITED ST ATES 

REVENUES 
YOUR WANT LIST SOLICITED 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Since 1895 
• !Jared and Norma Johnson) ~ 

Otandler·s. Inc-,. 
6.30 DAVIS ST., EVANSTON, IL 60204 312-475-7200 
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pair. It is conceivable that the entire sheet (not seen) came out 
thusly. 

The West Bengal issues afford additional interesting varieties. 
Fig. 36 shows a pair of these !OP red revenues with the red 

overprint with a fascinating double perf between. 
Fig. 37 shows a similar pair, with black overprint, but with the 

word WEST omitted frotn the right stamp. Similarly, Fig. 38 
illustrates a vertical pair, black overprint ONLY on the bottom 
stamp. 

Fig. 39 shows a black overprint West Bengal block (which is 
actually two), front view. The rear of the first block, showing an 
offset over almost all of the 4 stamps, is illustrated in Fig. 40, 
while the rear of the second block, showing a lesser offset on the 
upper two stamps, is evidenced in Fig. 41. 

A similar block is shown in Fig. 42, overprint misplaced so that 
it appears in the top sheet margin. 
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Figure 45 
f 

. . 
Here is a strip of three of the !OP red small revenue with a rear 

offset covering 2\/2 stamps. Figures 43 (front), 44 (rear): 
Fig. 45 shows a block of the !OP red revenue with red over· 

print. The front is normal. The rear, showing a partial offset in 
the corner stamp, is shown in Fig. 46. 

Lastly, for this paper, we show in Fig. 47 a sheet portion of 20 
stamps of the red !OP revenue, front (normal) side. Fig. 48 
shows the rear, with a diagonally imprinted offset across half of 
the stamps. 

U. S. REVENUES 
We maintain a comprehensive stock of the First 

3 Revenue Issues (Scott #Rl-150) and First 2 
Proprietary Issues (RBl-19). We stock from 
"Average" to "Superb" condition. We will gladly 
submit custom approvals against proper references. 

We also stock mint & used U.S. Stamps ( 1847-
1938) and U.S. Postal History from Stampless to 
early 20th Century. 

Minimum shipment $50.00 - Maximum $1,000.00 

W.R. WEISS, JR. 
1519 HAUSMAN A VE. 

ALLENTOWN, PA., 18103 

A.S.D.A .. A.R.A., A.P.S., S.P.A., E-P S., Etc. 
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BRAZIL: THE DEPOSITO LABELS 
G.M. Abrams, ARA 

These MONEY ORDER ACCOUNTING LABELS have been 
seen in most collections of Latin America, and few people (to 
my knowledge) know what they are, nor what issues exist. They 
were first placed in use on Jan. 1, 1913, and were discontinued 
on Dec. 31, 1941. Prices are for used copies, and are a guide only. 

Figure 1 

Jan.1,1913 

Engraved by the American Bank Note Co., 29 x 222/i mm., 
unwmkd, perf 12 114, Figure 1. Shades exist. 

1. 100 Reis olive green 10c 
2. 200 Reis bright violet Sc 
3. 500 Reis bright blue 5c 
4. 1$000 slate to black 10c 
S. 2$000 bright green 10c 
6. 5$LlOJ orange 15c 
7. 10$000 chocolate 25c 
8. 20$000 dark brown 2Sc 
9. 30$000 scarlet 25c 
10. 50$000 brown red 20c 
11 . 100$000 dark slate green 30c 
12. 200$000 lavender gray 30c 
13. S00$000 carmine 50c 
14. •000$000 black 60c 

Casa da Moeda issues. 100 Reis to 5$000 denominations typo· 
graphed, 10$000 to $,000$000 denominations engraved. The 
same design was used for all Deposito labels printed by the Casa 
da Moeda. Inks used in printing these labels faded or changed 
color readily, as was the case with the contemporary postage 
stamps. These changelings, many in colors quite different from 
fresh stamps, are not listed. 

Figure 2 Figure 3 
Figure 2 (to 5$000), Figure 3 (10$000 and up), 28Y., x 19 mm. 

1920-22 
Thick paper, wmk Scott #100 (D. (D. (D. horiz.), perf 11, 11 1/2, 
ll'hx 11, ll x 11V2 

15. 10$000 viofet gray 75c 
16. 20$000 pale brown 75c 
17. 30$000 rose 75c 
18. 50$000' gray olive ?Sc 
19. 100:5000 dr.rk red brown 75c 

Perf 8, 82 '· 8xil2 "· 82 :ix8 
20. 10$000 blue violet 3 00 
21 :.'IJ$000 pale brown 2 00 
22 30$000 rose 2 00 
23 50$000 gray olive 2.00 
24 100$000 dark red brown 2.00 
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Wmk Scott #100 (D. vert.), perf 11, ll2i:1, 11%xll, llx11% 
25. 5$000 brown 
26. 10$000 gray violet 
27. 20$000 pa le brown 
28. 30$000 rose 
29. 50$000 pale olive 
30. 100$000 black 

1921-22 

4.00 
75c 
75c 
75c 
75c 

2.00 

Medium to thin paper, wmk Scott #100 (D. vert.) perf 11, 11 % 
31. 1$000 reddish chestnut 25c 
32. 2$000 black 25c 
33. 5$000 chocolate gray 50c 

a. pair. imperfbetween(mint) 15.00 
34. 20$000 pare brown 25c 
35. 30$000 rose 25c 
36. 50$000 pale olive 25c 
37. 100$000 dark red brown 25c 

Wmk Scott #100 (D. Horiz.) 

38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 

S$000 
10$000 
20$000 
30$000 

100$000 

red brown 
blue violet 
pale brown 
rose 
dark brown 

75c 
?Sc 
?Sc 
?Sc 
?Sc 

NOTE· Most denominations with the #100 wmk may be found 
without wmk. this occurred where the labels were 
printed in the space between the words of the wmk. 

1924 
Medium to thin paper, wmk Scott #101 (F. vert.), perf 11, 11 2 :1 

43. 2$000 gray black 2 50 
44. ·· 5$000 red brown 2. 50 

a. pair, imperf between (mint) 1 S.00 

Wmk Scott #101 (F. horiz.) 

45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
SO. 
51. 
52. 
53. 

1929 

2$000 
S$000 

10$000 
20$000 
30$000 
50$000 

100$000 
200$000 
500$000 

black 
dark brown 
dull violet 
pale brown 
rose 
dun 
gray brown 
lake 
green 

Wmk Scott #218 (H. horiz.), perfll, ll2<1 
54. 
55. 
56. 

1930 

1$000 
2$000 
5$000 

brick red 
gray black 
dull brown 

Wmk Scott #221 (J. horiz.), perf 11, 112, 

57. 500 Reis blue 
58. 1$000 brick red 
59. 2$000 gray black 
60. 5$000 gray 

1936-39 
Wmk Scott #245 (M. horiz.) perf 11, 1 F:i 
61. 100Reis olive 
61 200 Reis gray violet 
63. 1 $000 brick red 
64 2$000 gray black 
65 S$000 gray chestnut 

1.SO 
1.50 
25c 
2Sc 
25c 
25c 
25c 
25c 

2.50 

75c 
?Sc 
?Sc 

10c 
10c 
25c 
50c 

soc 
soc 
50c 
soc 
soc 
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Wmk Scott #245 CM. vert.), perf 11, ll2:1 
66. 100 Reis olive 75c 
67 200 Reis gray violet 75c 
68. 1$000 brick red 75c 
69. 2$000 gray black 75c 
70. 5$000 gray chestnut 75c 

1935-37 
Thick paper, wmk Scott #236 (L.), perf ll, 11% 
71. 10$000 blue violet 50c 
72. 20$000 nutmeg brown 50c 
73. 30$000 rose 50c 
74. 50$000 yellow brown 50c 
75. 100$000 gray chestnut 75c 
76. 200$000 dark red 1.00 
77. 500$000 green 2.50 
78. 1000$000 blue 10.00 

1940·41 

Medium paper, wmk Scott #256(0. vert. perf 11, ll':i 
79. 200 Reis lilac 75c 
80. 500 Reis light blue 75c 
81. 1$000 chocolate 75c 
82. 30$000 bright red 75c 
83. 50$000 yellow brown 75c 
84. 100$000 reddish black 1.00 

( Literature in Review . 
Publishers, authors or distributors of books, catalogs, period-· 

icals or other publications about revenues or cinderellas who 
wish their works reviewed should foruiard a copy to the Editor, 
Box 573, Rockford, IA 50468. Nothing can be reviewed without 
a copy to review. A second copy for the ARA library would be 
apprecia~ed. 

A Handbook for United States Revenue Stamped Paper by 
Joseph Einstein, Thomas Kingsley and W. Richard De Kay; 
published by the American Revenue Association. 1979. 88 pp, 
pages only drilled for three ring binder: available from ARA 
Publicati.ons Director, Thomas Harpole. Box 383, Manchester 
MA 01944 for $9.00 postpaid book rate anywhere: limited to 500 
copies. 

This handbook is the end fruit of much carefully done labor 
on the part of the authors. The book is a complete report of the 
RN census that was conducted through and initially reported in 
TAR. Every known and/or Scott listed RN, proof or essay is 
listed along with comments including the number of known 
copies, earliest known date of usage, color, notes and an estimate 
of value. 

The authors realize the problems involved in making any type 
of dollar value judgement and give a lengthy discussion into the 
ramifications in their introduction. As for det.ermining prices, 
the real value of the handbook is in the number of copies re· 
ported and their known usage. The user of the book is able to 
readily compare his material with the listed data and make a 
judgement as to his material's scarcity, value or unusual 
features. 

The book is typewritten with apparently a modem electric 
typewriter - very clean and neat IU'd most importantly extrem­
ely readible (what a change from some material currently ap­
pearing on the market with small fuzzy type and unrecognizable 
pictures I. Illustrations are large and very well rendered. Unfort· 
unately for some reason the authors chose to 1-•lace the il­
lustrations in two separate sections rather than interspacing 
them in the text. This is a graphic style that in this reviewers 
opinion went out of style 75 years ago in spite of some who still 
cling to it. · 

The book is well worth your investment, rather you collect 
stamped revenue papa-, think you would like to collect it or just 
enjoy reading about and learning about revenue stamps. This 
book will be helpful in explaining some changes that will prob· 
abalyoccurin Scott's Specialized in the future. 

Ken Trettin 
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Figwe4 
NOTE: 
There are varieties known of the Moeda issues (usually the 5$000) 
with broken top frames. See Fig. 4. Frequency in the sheet un­
known. There are also known imperf essays and trial colors of the 
Moeda issues; these have extremely wide margins. and their · 
rarity is undetermined. The thick paper issues are easily disting· · 
uishable: they are almost "on card" · 

1932 

Lithographed by Sao Paulo rebels. Designs same as postage 
stamps 372, 373 and 374, ·except values are changed and the 
word DEPOSITO is added. Most of these labels were burned 
after the revolt had been put dowti. Hence, extremely scarce 
and unpriced. 

85. 50$000 lilac 
86. 100$000 red 
87. 200$000 spe1a 

GLASEWALD PRIVATPOSTMARKEN KATALOG (Ger-. 
ma11y). originally published 1953. reprinted Dec. 1978 in Dus­
seldorf. Gennany by MERKCTR. About 6 x 8 1;, inches. brown 
hard paper covers. hardbound. 159 pp + XXIII. printed on 
slick 11·hite paper a11d fully illustrated in black and white. Ob­
tainable from Theo. van Dam. PO Box 26, Brewster. NY 10509. 
and pn"ced at $28.9.5 pp book rate. 

Thi~ classic work on the German private post stamps has long 
been unobtainable, and cinderella buffs should gleefully rejoice 
at its reprinting. While admittedly that is a pretty steep price to 
pay for the book, when was the last time, and for how much, you 
saw an original offered? 

There are maps up front and introductory words (I cannot 
read), as well as a most useful layout of the overprints (for use in 
other cities than named) and a gazeteer which identifies for you 
those posts which do not carry a city name. There is also a 
tabulation of the "'inscriptions only (no city)" which ease iden­
tification. In German, but not difficult at all catalog-wise, and 
priced in the DM of the era, mint and used. 

Starting in the mid-19th century and listing those stamps 
known (with many varieties) up to date of publication (1953), 
and with the best quality pictures this reviewer has seen in some 
time in ANY catalog, it is highly recommended for you local post 
enthusiasts. These are real local posts ... not of the ilk of Staffa 
etc. made for collectors without any actual need whatever for the 
stamps. Happy to debate the issue. 

G. M. Abrams, ARA 

U.S. and FOREIGN 322 

REVENUES 
Plus cinderellas of all types in our public 

auction sales. 
- Send for your catal,og, free -

Beck Stamp Auctions 
Sam S. Beck 

ARA Box 2216 ASDA 
Mesa, Arizona 85204 
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COCA-COLA - Continued from front page 
,? • 

were cancelled by the Coca-Cola Co. that are known ( 1/4 cent, 1 
cent, 1 and 114 cent, 2 cents, and 5 cents I could conceivably have 
paid the tax on articles in the following price ranges: 1/4 cent 
stamp-5_~ 10 cents, l cent stamp-11 to 25 cents, 1 and 1/4 
cent stamp-:-26 to 50 cents, 2 cent stamp-51 to 75 cents, and, 5 
cent sta~p.-$1. 76 to $2.00. I am assuming that only the 
minimum. ... tiix required would be paid in establishing the 
minimum·.price range. For comparison, the government made 
available. pr.oprietary tax stamps in values of 1/8, l/ 4, 3/8, 5/8, 
l, 1and114, i and 7/8, 2, 2 and 1/2, 3 and 3/4, 4, and, 5 cents in 
1898. Wi.bt.1 :ihis range of stamps, the government could tax 
products of up to $2.00 in retail value, and, if multiples of the five 
cent stamp were used, then much higher retail values could be 
reached as would have been needed for Coca-Cola syrup barrels 
and kegs. Armed with this knowledge, we come to critical 
crucible of the usage of these tax stamps. 

• 1 % cent stamp 
Bleck with purple oval cancel dated Msch 21, 1899 

Paid tax on item retailing from 21 to 50 cents 
Dallas, Texas 

Predicting the past is never easy, but I'm young and foolish 
and so will attempt it. The tax stamps were used at the various 
syrup plants of the Coca-Cola Co. which were distributed thusly: 
the main plant in Atlanta (established in 1886), and. branch 
plants in 04llas ( 1984), Chicago ( 1895), Los Angeles ( 1895), and 
Philadelphia ( 1898 ). These were the only outlets for syrup during 
the tax period.of 1898-1901. The Revenue Act went into effect on 
July l, 1898, and, in anticipation of this event, each plant 
presumably acquired a handstamp to implement cancelling all 
the tax stamps that would be required; naturally, each plant 
would put their own town name in the canceller. Stamps eould be 
purchased · from the local tax collector or postmaster as 
authorized l>Y the government. The stamps could have been can­
celled all at once at the plant and removed from the sheet as 
needed, or affixed to the containers of syrup in the required 
amount and . then cancelled. Each purchaser of syrup was 
charged a different price per gallon depending on the number of 
gallons putchased. Consequently, the quantity of stamps needed 
in each case-would be calculated, and then the stamps would be 
affixed to the•syrup containers. From there, the containers went 
to the various:wholesale and retail outlets in the branch plant"s 
territory. M!lllnwhile, a monthly report was required by the 
government from each plant to the effect that all the required 
taxes had been paid on the items produced during that month. 
Incidentally~· 'bureaucracy isn't all bad: quantity purchases of 
$100 or morti of the required tax stamps were allowed a one per­
cent discount off of the total face value of the stamps. This 
hypotheticaf·:situation would continue until the Revenue Act 
was repealed. tiffective April 2. 1901. . 

From the' above discussion. we can discern some structure in 
the usage , of.,.these tax stamps: 11) the only possible cancels 
should be from Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago. Los Angeles, and 
Philadelphia. 12) all cancelled stamps should have dates no later 
than April ·2; 1901, 13) conversely, no cancelled stamps should 
have dates ~rlier than July I. 1898, (4) the highest cancelled 
value should be the 5 cent: the larger tax requirements being 
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2centstamp 
Dark brown with purple oval cancel dated May 15, 1899 

Paid tax on ittlfll retallil)9.from 51 to 75 cents 
Dallas, Texas 

made up from blocks or strips of this value, and, (5) only 
proprietary revenue stamps should have been used. Un­
fortunately, I have a cancelled stamp dated June 19, 1901 which 
violates item three above, and how such an item occurred would 
probably be an interesting article by itself, if we only knew it. 

Finally, in 1902, legal action by the Coca-Cola Co. resulted in a 
favorable decision in the issue of Coca-Cola being a proprietary 
medicine. This case, the Coca-Cola Co. versus Henry Rucker 
(who was the federal collector of internal revenue at the time), 
also resulted in a refund of $10,856. 76 to the Coca-Cola Co. which 
was the full amount the government had collected from the 
Coca-Cola Co. during the tax period under the War Revenue Act. 

5centstamp 
Orange with pwple oval cancel dated April XI, 1899 

Paid tax on item retailing from $1.18 to $2.00 
C.icego, Illinois 

The Coca-Cola Co. was also granted interest charges by the 
court of $2,072.35. Coca-Cola was not taxed again as a 
proprietary medicine, and, in 1904, became clearly classified as a 
food product. Possibly, Coca-Cola's claim to be a food. product 
and not a proprietary medicine was the strategy that won their 
case with the government. ' 

With this brief history in mind, I want to consider some of the 
many small details that are missing from the story. One, where 
are all the stamps? If there were 214,000 gallons of Coca-Cola 
syrup sold in 1898, and at an average of $1.50 per gallon (as an 
example from an 1894 price list), then there could have been 
about 160,500 five cent tax stamps used in that year alone! Also, 
each year during the period 1898·1901 saw increased syrup sales 
over the previous years. Thus, for the three year period, there 
could have been 481,500 used! Two, where is the cancelling 
equipment? Round and oval cancels are known on these tax 
stamps. thus requiring two distinct cancellers. Each office had 
one probably: were they all thrown away? Also, what happened 
to the required monthly reports to the collector of internal 
revenue in each district; wouldn't a copy have been kept by each 
plant? Three, why was the 2 cent stamp used when a 1 and 7/8 
cent stamp existed which was exactly three times the 5/8 cent 
tax rate? The extra 1/8 cent could have added up to a great 
saving on thousands of gallons of syrup. Similarly, in a worse 
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case, a I cent stamp is known used that would not pay any more 
tax than a 5/8 cent stamp that has not been found used. Four, 
why was another canceller needed, especially when both cancels 
(round and oval) were used during the same time span and not 
one after the other as would seem logical if one canceller had 
worn out? The round cancel is less common, but both cancels are 
known used from Dallas and may be discovered from other plan· 
ts as well. Five, on what size containers were the smaller value 
tax stamps used? A ten ounce syrup bottle is known and there 
could have been others; were there various syrup bottle sizes to 
meet smaller syrup requirements than a gallon? Also, it was per· 
missible under the Revenue Act for retail dealers to affix the 
required tax stamps: could this explain the usage of small value 

tax stamps? Finally, for my own curiosity, can· anyone .verify if 
Coca-Cola syrup was ever sold or used as a cough syruji'! This 
would have certainly have been an interesting use for il ·"food 
product". · · ·. 

This definitely seems like enough questioning for fhe · day; 
even attorneys retire early. However, I don't want to slip away 
without thanking Mr. Philip Mooney, Coca-Cola archivist, and 
all the other generous people who helped me in some way·. Un· 
fortunately, there are too many to list. There is one final eo'ncem 
however: there is no warranty on this article! Many err~. and 
much blindness and illogic are everywhere in this world, &pd that 
is true of this article. I hope some of you out there can _el?lighten 
me. 

KNOWN QUANTITIES OF THE COCA-COLA TAX STAMPS 

s 
T 
A 
M 
p 

v 
A 
L 
u 
E 
s 

y, cent 

1 cent 

1111, cent 

2 cent 

5 cent 

Dallas Chicago 

·R 0 R 0 

2 

1 

1 

8 3 

AUanta Ph Hadel. 

R 0 R 0 

5 

Not 
Readable 

R 0 

1 

... 
R = round c&fuiel 
0 =oval catt~i 

NOTE: I hope there are more stamps than these listed in the wide world; these are the only ones I have or l've~::~­
seen. 

WHATSIT 
Whatsit is a question and answer column. Readers 

are requested to send their questions to the editor 
which will be numbered and printed. Anyone who can 
provide information will please respond to the editor 
(Box 573, Rockford, IA 50468). When the answers are 
received they will be reprinted keyed with the number 
of the original Whatsit. 

HERESIT - WHATSIT No. 1 
Members Michael Karolak and Dr. Jozef Kuderewicz both 

supplied information concerning this item. It is a savings stamp 
issued by the Jewish People Bank in the city of Sokolka. district 
of Bailystok (located in northeast Poland. northeast of Warsaw). 
The value was 10 Grojzy. The word Dia with the line is for a 
signature or initials. 

HERESIT - WHATSIT No. 6 
Martin Cerini responds, "These two Russian alcohol tax 

stamps were mislabeled by Forbin from the start. The 1890 
issue (top picture) should have been designated "LIQUOR 
EXCISE TAX', while the 1892 issue (bottom picture) is more 
properly labeled 'DISTILLERYTAXSTAMP." 

WHATSIT No. 8 
Maybe this should be cc>lled Whatsit No. 4a. George Aschen­

brenner submits another copy of R68, this time with a cancel in 
blue reading "CHINA". This is quite similar to the "JAPAN" can­
cel observed in ti. Mr. Aschenbrenner speculates as to 
whether or not it is possible that these cancels were used on the 
stamps for goods being imported from a particular country. 
Does anyone have any explanations, additional copies or copie~ 
with the names of other countries? 
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WHATSITNo.8 

ORIENTAL WHATSIT 
explained 

In reply to the item "Oriental Whatsit" 
(TAR. September. 1978, page 110) 
thf' following reply has been received 
fr0m ARA member Paul WoOdward: 

.t 

. .': 

The illustration is of a commercial coupon. widely useddn 
Japar. as well as the U.S .. to offer bonuses and "factory·.re­
bates." The word, denki, means electricity or electricak We 
paid our monthly electricity bill to Tokio Denki; we bought a 
toaster from Daiwa Denki. etc. . . 

There is a Fuji anything and everything in Japan as there is 
a Rainier everything in Washington. Fuji Denki was formerly 
a manufacturer/supplier of small electrical appliances .. but is 
now engaged only in large electrical construction projects ... •. 

The particular coupon was included in a package of mer.ctian­
dise. The coupon asks the buyer to please remove and send the 
attached trademark :abel to a redemption agency, other than 
Fuji Denki, for a "factory rebate." · ·. · 

The trademark label is standard and the overprint identifies 
the particular item of merchandise that was purchased. · · 

Your S in a circle is most likely a stylized thunderbolt, used 
around the world to indicate an electrical product. · 

The three numbers at top are the three steps to be followed 
in getting the rebate. · ' · 
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ARGENTINA - REPUBLIC 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

by G. C~ Akerman, ARA 
1. Introduction 

In 1877, as a result of official worry about the amount of 
unpaid tax on Foreign Bills sent from the Republic, it was 
decided to introduce the triple stamp method of collecting duty. 
The new stamps appeared on January 1st, 1878, and were 
initially used in the city of Buenos Aires, then later in Corrientes 
and other olaces. While in theory for use with Foreign Bills, they 
have also been seen on Internal Bills. 

After an interesting history, which we shall explore in this 
paper, the growing sophistication of the postal services of the 
world began to make the second and third copies of the stamps 
redundant, and the special series of stamps was supplanted by 
Document stamps in 1919. 

The issues are best subdivided into three groups: 
- The early undated stamps, used from 1878 to 1896 
- The firljlt dated type, used from 1897 to 1912 
- The sec-0nd dated type, used from 1913 to 1918. 
In each case we shall assume that the Forbin listing covers the 

basic information, and attempt to fill in some of the gaps and 
explore a few avenues he ignored. An appended table covers the 
post-For bin period and brings his listing up to date. 

2. The Undated Issues 
The rat{! of.duty was 25c per 1000 pesos. Since the early issues 

ran to top_ .'(aiues of 100 pesos, the anticipated size of Bill was 
quite large. We have seen apparently genuinely used examples of 
the first is.sue 40 pesos value, and, taking the then postage rate 
of 5c as a l!al*!line, this implies Bills for £ 32 million sterling, or 
$64 million US! 

2.1 First<Jssue: Jan 1st 1878 ·July 1884 
This wa!i lithographed by Guillermo Kraft in Buenos Aires. 

The triplets of stamps (Primera, Segunda and Tercera de 
Cambia) were arranged vertically, in sheets of 48 units - 6 rows of 
8 columns. The values were expressed in centavos or Pesos 
'Fuertes·, aqd run from lOc to 100 pesos. The higher values are 
very rare, \\jth quite minute printings and numbers used (see 
Forbin). 

Plate proofs exist in pale blue on thin card for at least the 20, 
40 and 80 .pesos values, and have also been recorded in brown, 
again on thin card. These proofs are often obliterated by a 3mm 
hole punched through the arms part of the design. 

Initially the stamps are rouletted. The gauge varied wildly 
between 6 and 14. A few values ( 7?) were also later (?)perforated 
13~/2. Some mint examples have a small hole punched through 
some part of the design, which may indicate 'SPECIMEN' -
such a punching was used for this purpose with some postal 
issues. · 

2.2 Second Issue: July 1884-7 
A revised, smaller design was introduced in 1884. This was 

lithographed by Stillery Laass, and showed the currency as 
Pesos Nacfonales. Two sheet layouts were used: 7 columns of 9, 
and 15 columns of 12 impressions - i.e., 21 and 60 vertical 
triplets, respectively. 

The stamps were well produced, and no major varieties have 
been reported, except for an imperf vertically, which may be 
merely marginal copies which were not perforated as a matter of 
course. 

In 1885 the 10 centavos value was redrawn to show ·0.10· in 
place of ·10·. though the currency remained 'Cents·, rather than 
changing to 'pesos'! 

2.3Third Issue: 1887-8 
The third issue, typogrdphed by the Casa de Monecla, shows a 

sense of economy. which unfortunately had the wrong effect! A 
die was cut - proofs exisil in black on thin card, with void value 
tablets - showing the Arms supported by a pair of children. This 
was used prirnarily for the Document issue of the same year. For 
Bill of Exchange purposes. the number of exchange (la. 2a or 3a) 
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1888 DIE PROOF 

was inscribed above the stamp proper, which was itself 
surcharged with the number in black. These numerals were 6-7 
mm in height. 

The plate layout is not known, but the triplets are believed to 
have been arranged horizontally and the numbers reversed, with 
the third of exchange to the left of the triplet. The stamp 
impressions were 2 - 3mm apart. This leads us to a mystery set. 
Many values - from 20 pesos upwards at least - are known on 
rather coarse brownish paper with the impressions separated by 
9mm, without the numeric surcharge, and in six different colours 
or shades. The purpose of these prints is unknown. They appear 
to be some form of proof; they are less scarce than the 'real 
thing', and those which approximate the issued colours have 
been used as the basis for forgeries made by adding a surcharge 
and sometimes a fake Buenos Aires cancellation. 

The Bill of Exchange stamps were issued imperforate, which 
made them the basis for a further fraud. The Document stamps, 
as we have already notecl, used the same basic stamp. Since 
three Bill of Exchange stamps of a given denomination cost the 
same as a single Document stamp of the same face value and 
colour, staff of one of the stamping offices were able to run a 
cosy little racket for several years. They took Bill of Exchange 
stamps, cut off the numbers .of exchange and perforated them 
11 1/., rather than the correct 131/2. The surcharge was scratchecl 
out, and the 'Document' stamps ready for sale. Since many 
documents were stamped over the counter, they were able to 
conceal their handiwork by heavy use of the canceller, and divert 
two thirds of the revenue to their own pockets! The cancellations 
are always the tray type with indented corners, and read: 

ADMINISTon Gral DE SELLOS 
NACION ALES 

(date) 
SUCURSAL ADUANA 

The dates I have seen range from 1888 to 1892, and values 
from 7 to 80 pesos, implying that the fraud was very profitable 
over a lengthy period (roughly 1 peso then was equivalent to 
£ 2 or $4 now). 

The typographecl production was a little crude, and many 
examples show wear, sometimes pronounced, particularly at the 
borders. There are also a variety of dots and missing parts, 
especially in the value tablets. The surcharge is known missing, 
damaged and duplicated (' l' and '3') on the same Tercera stamp. 

One might summarize by saying that this third issue was not a 
success! 
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2.4 The last Undated issue: 1888-97 
After the problems with 1887 i'ssue, the design for the 

Document stamps was changed slightly, with the wreath 
background being replaced by stars. The Bili' of Exchange 
stamps were c.han.ged to incorporate the number of exchange 
(PRIMERA, etc) ma banner above a Mercury Head facing to 
the left. This basic design remained current for the rest of the 
Bill of Exchange period. 

The Casa de Moneda made typographical plates from a die 
engraved by Mouchon. Proofs of the 'Master die exist, without 
value or number of exchange, pulled in black on rough white 
paP_tir. The plates were laid out with the triplets running 
honzontally, and complete triplets, especially of the lower 
values, are not uncommon. The stamps were perforated 13 x 13\4 
and prinU:d O? white wove !Jnwatermarked paper. In some cases 
the paper 1s discoloured to a brownish shade, which is thought to 
be due to the use of a rather dark gum. Most values exhibit a 
wid~ range of shades, noteably 'dark' and 'pale' version of the 
basic colour. Over the decade the stamps were in use one would 
expect a variation, but the contrast between the pale and dark 
shades is such as to suggest that the chahge may have been 
deliberate. 

As is usual with long running mass produced stamps, there is 
a wide range of collectable varieties. They divide conveniently 
into two groups: · 

Production faults. These include prints on creased paper, so 
that white bars show across the stamp; pronounced off-sets on 
the gum; partially or totally doubled prints; and perforations so 
off-center as to run through the middle of the stamp. (All of the 
above appear on the 50c value; partially double prints have been 
seen on the 25c, lp, 2p and lOp values.) 

Damage ro Printing Plates. This too divides into two groups. 
First, 'random' varieties of scratches, blobs of colour, worn or 
damaged value inscriptions, etc. These are numerous, and occur 
on all values. A few are of interest in that they may indicate 
attempted repairs to the plate. A fine study may be made of this 
class of material, given patience and sources of material. 

The second group is of greater philatelic value in that it 
provides important clues to the methods used by the plate 
makers. The flaws are again frame breaks and similar damage. 
The importance lies in the fact that they are constant over 
several values. Some examples are discussed below. 

-Segunda 

A 'Primera' Flaw 
The flaw consists of a sloping and tapering white cut which 

begins at its widest just below the top of the outer frame· just a 
hairline of colour remains · above the space between PRI and 
MERA. It passes to the left down through the inner frame, and 
through the upper frame of the Primera banner just to the left of 
the top of the.'I'. This very obvious naked eye flaw has been seen 
on the 8p, lOp and 25p values. 
Two 'Segunda' fiaws 

The first is a straight white scratch running across the stamp 
through the middle of the 'E of ARGENT and cutting through 
the upper loop of the 'B' of REPUB. This scratch has been seen 
on the lp and 4p values. 

The second flaw shows weak and damaged outer and inner 
frames from the NW corner along to the 'A' of SEGUNDA, &nd 
down to the lower tassel of the banner. The 'I' of REPUBLICA 
is also very weak. This has been seen on the 5p, 6p and 15p 
values. 
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Conclusions 
While the evidence is still a little thin, it would appear-that the 

plate making process was as follows: . 
The Master die was cut. Proofs naturally show neither 

Number Qf Exchange nor value. . 
Three wo~king dies were made from the Master dit:, and each 

engraved with a Number of Exchange. The PRIMERA die was 
damaged to produce the last flaw noted above. · · 

A supply of leads were struck from each working die, and fixed 
together to form the Master plate set-up. During this or ~he next 
step the other three cross-value flaws were inflicted on the 
Master plate. . 

The printing plates were grown by the electro-deposition of 
copper, were subsequently backed and perhaps chr.omed . or 
steeled for use on the press. The values may have been 
temporarily fixed to the Master plate before each pririting plate 
was made,.or permanently fixed to the finished printing plate. In 
either case a manual operation (soldering, for example) would 
explain both the random placement of the values, and',fhe odd 
marks often found around them. 

Whatever the method, there is clearly further work to be done 
here, to find the true 'ranges' of these cross-value· flaws: their 
positions on the plates, and relationship one to another. · 

1897 Segunda 

I 
1901 Segunda 

3. The First Dated Series: 1897-1912 . 
In 1897 the design was modified by the addition of a small 

'year-of-issue' tablet above the value tablet. Each year tb;e entire 
sHies of values was reprinted, usually in a new suite of cofours, 
'\\ith the appropriate numerals in this little tablet, ' The 
opportunity was also taken of reducing the number of·val\les -
the 60p, 70p, 80p, 90p and lOOp values were discontinued, 
though the latter was reinstated in 1906. The 25c and 75c values 
were dropped in 1903; though they may have gone the previous 
year, none have been reported outside the catalogues. A 200 
pesos value was added in 1909. 

Throughout the period the paper remained unwatermaTked 
white wove, and the perforation 13 x 13\4. The standards of 
production remained high, and major varieties are uncommon. 
We do, however, often see the Master plate type of variety' 
described in the previous section. A few of the more interesting 
are described below. · 

3.1The1897 Series 
On PRIMERA stamps, the SE corner is often :twisted 

upwards. There is usually an area of weakness in the lower frame 
under the SE corner of the value tablet, and the inner frame lines 
are weak or broken near their SE corners. This has been noted on 
the 25c, 50c, 2p and 3p values. 

Most (all?) SEGUNDA stamps show weaknesses in the right 
hand half of the upper outer frame, usually with a small break at 
the corner. This appears .to be a Working die flaw. It is 
accompanied by other Master plate flaws, including a 

(Continued on next page) 
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SEGUNDA flaw similar to the first flaw described in the last 
sectio~. ~e sloping white gash passes through the frames and 
just shaves the back of the G of SEGUNDA. This has been seen 
on the '2sc, 75c, 2p, 7p and 15p values. In this case the NE comer 
flaw SPQ<WS a total disintegration of the right hand half of the 
outer:il'ame. 

A simple NE corner flaw shows the outer and first inner 
frames missing to the right of the 'A' of SEGUNDA, but 
replaced by a curved line a little above the position of the upper 
edge of the outer frame. It looks like a repair, again at the 
Master plate level, and has been seen on the 25c, 50c, Ip, 2p, 3p, 
4p and' 8 p values. 

·> 

3.2189K onwards 
In 1899 we see for the first time rather pronounced evidence of 

wear ar.Ound the year tablet. It appears as though a hole had 
been cui in the Working die, and a year plug, complete with its 
frame, inserted prior to the striking of leads for the Master plate. 
Possibl.y. ,due to faulty hardening after making the excavation, 
the ori,gin11l ornamentation around the hole becomes very prone 
towear: · 

This wear was disguised in 1900 by the use of extra heavy side 
and lo~er frames for the tablet. The 1900 SEGUNDA stamps 
also show a pleasant Master plate flaw · a white scratch running 
NE from the SW corner, through the boy's foot and into the 
value tablet. This has been seen on the 6p, !Op and 20p values. 

In 1901 ·there is a trio of Master plate flaws • all vertical 
scratches·• of which the best is very pronounced and runs down 
from tlie'!G' of ARGENT, through the central vignette, and 
terminates at the top of the second 'S' of SELLOS. This has 
been seen on the 2p, 3p, 4p, 7p, Sp, !Op, 15pand 20p values. 

By 1902 the wear around the year tablet has gone, and there is 
a neat white border round the frame of the table. Presumably 
new Working dies had been made and engineered to higher 
standards. 

From the middle of the decade we notice regular use of the 
Second .. and Third of Exchange as a pair. This presages the 
eventu~l.abandonment of the triple-Bill system. Communiations 

were impi-oving rapidly, and the loss of mail, by accident or 
otherwise, was becoming less of a risk. So the number of copies 
of. Bills was coming down from three to two • a PRIMERA and a 
SEGUNDA)TERCERA combined. · 

We also see improvements in printing technology, so that 
noteworthy varieties decrease in frequency. 
4. The Second Dated Series: 191.3-1918 

For some unknown reason • unless the obvious one of 
increased legibility · the familiar little year tablet was replaced in 
1913 by the date in white, outlined by a background of horizontal 
shading. The new tablet takes the entire space between the value 
tablet and the central rings, but duplicates the ornaments which 
had been below the 'old' year tablet. 

At the same time the words PRIMERA, SEGUNDA and 
TERCERA were recut with slightly larger, broader letters. The 
'R' is perhaps the most noticeably changed. A similar change 
was made to the words CENTAVOS and PESOS in the value 
tablets.· 

Presumably due to changes in the rate of duty, some new 
values were added during this last series. We have already noted 
the addition of a 200 pesos value in 1909. This was joined by the 
llp,23pand 29pvaluesin 1915. · 

Otherwise there were no dramatic changes Master plate flaws 
still appear • for example in 1916. A PRIMERA flaw consisting 
of a horizontal scratch from the left hand margin through all of 
the frames into the middle of the ribbon at the left of the banner 
has been seen on the 5p and 6p values. 

The 1917 year tablet is noticeably faint compared with the 
remainder of the design, and thereby proves that only the 
portion of shading above the lower ornamentation was changed 
from year to year. 

Which brings us finally to 1918 and the end of the Series. The 
Bill of Exchange revenue was still collected, of course, but 
Document stamps were used in place of the special series. 
During the last years one finds ~ills with combinations of the 
special and general stamps • the latter often used to make up 
fractions. These Bills also show interesting combinations of 
revenue stamps from various countries, when duty was payable 
at both the sending and receiving ends of the transaction. 
5. Conclusion 

We have attempted to outline the philately of this interesting 
series of stamps, and show some of the collectable varieties 
which seem at the moment to be readily available. It will be clear 
that much remains to be done. I believe that it will eventually be 
possible to 'plate' many Master plates and finally prove the plate 
making process. 

APPENDIX: The Second Dated Series 

(Colors measured with 'Stanley Gibbons Colour Key') 

Value 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 

59.C Orange brown Light brown Light brown Purple brown Dull green Dull ultramme 
lp Yellishgm Brown Dprosered Slateh1ac Deep green Brown 
2p' Chocolate Slate green Dull claret Yellow brown Purple brown Myrtle green 
3p Olive brown Olive brown Orange brown ChocQlate Grey green Scarlet 
4p· Purple brown Light ultra Bistre brown Dullblugm Deep green Brown lake 
5p Slate green Bistre Grey olive Deep claret Sepia Bistre brown 

~P. Light ultra Brown olive Light green Dull green Deep blue Grey olive 
P" . Bistre Deep lilac Deep blue Cho<:olate Steel blue Dull yell gm 

Sp . Olive sepia Dpbluishgm Dull claret Bistre Brown Deep blue 
9p Dpdullgrn Deep green Reddish brwn Scarlet Slate violet Brown lake 
I Op Orange brown Dull orange Olive sepia Dpbluegm Olive bistre Chocolate 
11 p Dull green Dpdullblue Deep green Indigo 
15 p. Deep lilac Apple green Blue black Orange Sepia Olive bistre 
20p Yell orange Steel blue Light ultra Slate lilac Dpturqblue Olive brown 
23p Grey green Ultramarine Yell orange Brown olive 
25p Chocolate Olive bistre Yellcrange Dull ultra Dpturqblue 
29p Light brown Deep claret Olive bistre Bistre brown Ochre 
30p Indigo Dull claret Grey green Deep green Olive bistre Dull vio blue 
40p Hrown Bistre Olive brown Green Indigo Slate violet 
50p Myrtle grn Dp bluish grn Deep lilac Indigo Olive brown Sepia 
IO Op Dprose red Purple brown Orange Brown Purple brown Olive sepia 
200p Green ? Olive bistre Indigo ? ? ... 
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Information for contributors 
THE AMERICAN REVENUER desires to receive manuscripts in 

the fields of fiscal and cinderella philately. All manuscripts submit­
ted to the editor are considered for publication irrespective of mem­
bership in the American Revenue Association. The.criteria for pub-. 
lication are originality, clarity and the general quaiity of the manu­
script (accuracy of facts, validity of judgements and usef4llness to 
the reader). 

The following guidelines are prepared for the potential contribu~ 
tor. They are not hard fast rules but they aid in more. rapid pub­
lication because they make the editor's work easier. However, if 
the general quality of the work and TAR's need for the article war­
rant the editor will rework the manuscript as necessary to prepare 
it for publication. Material of the very short nature (as short as two 
or three typewritten lines) is always desired for use as. filler. 

MANUSCRIPTS 
- Use a typewriter 
- Use regular typing paper 
- Use full sheets of paper regardless QI the-ar.ticles length 
- DOUBLE SPACE 
- Clean, clear photocopies of the manuscript are acceptable 
- Leave approximately 3 to 4 inches blank at the top of the first 

page to allow instructions to the typosetter to be writren · · 
- Leave at least a 15 space margin at the left of each page 
- Typing need not be perfect but handwritten corrections sho'uld 

be neat and understandable · 
- Use clear, concise and grammatical English 
- Use Scott's Specialized Catalog as a style guidefor catalog·lists 
- When describing colors, use the names commonly" _used by 

commercial catalog publishers · 
- Indicate on the manuscript if you wish to examine proofs before 

publication · · 
- Indicate on the manuscript if extra copies are desired 
- Time of publication will depend upon the needs of TAR with con-

sideration given to the balance of article su.bject matter. · 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

THE AMERICAN REVENUER is produced via offset~ Presc.reened 
photographs are striped into the camera-ready copy. Since offset 
reproduction is very well suited to the use of photographs their use 
is highly encourged. Illustrations that reproduce best are black and 
white line drawings and black and White photographs. 

Photographs are preferred on glossy paper (either ferrotyped or 
unferrotyped) with higher than normal co.ntrast to provide good 
tonal separation. Keep all photographs unmounted and separate. 
Indicate figure numbers on the back. Mark all photographs with 
name and address if they are to be returned. The following alter­
natives are given as methods of obtaining photographs: 

1-Take them yourself or have your photographer do them 
2- Take the material to be illustrated to a shop doing offset prin­

ting and have the prescreened prints made. This is normally.done 
by a process known as Photo-Mechanical Transfer (PMT). A single 
screened print is produced wit~ no negative. 

3- If the prescreened print cannot be made a screened 
lithographic negative will work just as well- in fact oftentimes with 
better results. 

NOTE: When having either a prescreened print or a screened 
negative made it must be the actual size that will appear in TAR. 
Measure the columns and make sure you are not too wide or tall. 
The printer making these prints or negatives can adjust the size 
when he takes the picture. . 

4- The material to be illustrated ccin be sent to the editor either 
to be photographed at TAR's printer or by the editor. 
Reasonable care will be taken of the material but do not expect 
great speed in their return. 

5- Black and white photographic negatives can b<:! sent tp the 
editor. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The following statements of editorial policy form the outline 

which govern the general operation of THE AMERICAN 
REVENUER: 

- The ARA will not knowingly accept advertisements from 
anyone whose business dealings are not beyond reproach and can 
assume no responsibility between members· and advertisers. but 
will attempt to assist in resolving any differences arisin'( therefrom. 

-All advertisements must contain the name(s )of the firm's prin-
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cipals that are ARA members, or if no ARA member is a m~mtier of 
the firm the principal's name and nonmembership statUS' \;ill be 
noted. '· 

- Advertisement type press releases from non-ARA members 
will not be published. Short announcements of commercia1-nature 
by ARA members will be utilized with priority given to- TAR ad-
vertisers. , •, ~ 

-A balance of subject matter is maintained as near as P.9S.Sible. 
Alack of articles about a given subject probably indicates;a lack of 
available manuscripts. As long as other manuscripts are;available 
the editor will not write articles simply to maintain subject.IJiil~nce; 
it is the editor's duty to edit, not write. • 

- The opinions expressed in the various articles in TAR are those 
of the writers and are not necessarily endorsed by the A~:Aand/or 
TAR. 

- Space will be made available to the president of the ARA for 
his/her use in communicating with the membership. This space will 
be noted as the president's and its content will be entirely the 
responsibility of the president. It will not be edited for content. 

- It is held by the editor that to edit also includes the dictionary 
definition "to govern the policy of a periodical." Therefore, all final 
decisions regarding disputed or questioned matters of 9'fitorial 
policy will be made by the editor with consideration given lo'. the ad­
vice and wishes of editorial assistants, the ARA Board ·an(f ARA 
members. In simpler terms: as long as I am editor it's my magazine 
and I will run it as such. ,- • 

DEADLINES .~ '•' 
The following publication schedule for TAR is to be cons~r&d as 

a guide for all concerned. They are not hard·tast dates tlut Will be 
adhered to as closely as possible. The editor, staff. printer and' ARA 
will assume no responsibility for any loss as result of anyoM failing 
to meet this schedule. Likewise, no guarantees can be made-regar­
ding the appE:arance of articles. advertisements or announc"ements 
that fail to arrive in the editor's hands by the date indicated; . ·•• 

This schedule provides for every five week publicatior:rwith six 
weeks between the June and September issues in the summer and 
between December and January issues. It is felt that this·is a 
workable compromise between no July and August issues. and 
twelve issues per year. For various reasons the.editor wis.hes to 
retain the ten times per year format. . • . 

Publication Schedule 
Gallies Due '·'' .. 

Cover Copy Copy Due Printer Editor Stripped.Copy 
Date Due Editor (Mailing Date) (Mailing Date) to Printer. 

-·. 
Jan'80 Dec 5 Dec 11 Jan4 Jan i9-JS. 
Feb'80 Jan 16 Jan21 Feb8 Feb20-22 
Mar'OO Feb20 Feb25 Marl4 Mar 26-28 
Apr'80 Mar26 Mar31 Apr 18 Apr30-May 2 
May'80 Apr30 May 5 May23 Jun4-6 
Jun'80 Jun4 Jun9 Jun27 Jul 9-11 
Sep'OO Jul 16 Jul21 Aug8 Aug20-22 
Oct'OO Aug20 Aug25 Sep 12 Sep24-26 
Nov'SO ?ep24 Sep29 Octl7 Oct 29-31 
Dec'80 Oct29 Nov3 Nov21 Dec 3'..JS·' 

This schedule is intended as a guide. It will be followed as closely 
as possible allowing for.weather. health and work schedules·of the 
editor. Normally THE AMERICAN REVENUER is mailed 2-4 days af­
ter the finished copy is delivered to the printer; however, thi~ .also 
can vary. Advertisers should allow at least three weeks frQm,the 
date the copy is delivered to the printer before the USPS will get all 
of the issue delivered to subscribers-attimes even longer. . " 

Beginning with the January issue the Revenue Mart " -: 
will be. discontinued. It will be replaced with a Reader's , . , · 
Ads column. Reader's Ads must be typewritten on one ~ 
side or a plain white sheet or paper in a area 37 characters 
long for a pica typewriter {10 characters per inch I and 45 · · ' 
characters long for an elite typewriter 112 characters'. ' 
per inchl. There will be·a maximum of 9 lines accepted•;·' 
for any one ad. Copy must be provided by the advertiser .. ;;• 
single spaced. There must be one copy for every insertion. ·. 
Ads must be paid for in advance. The rate will be 5% · 
or the one column inch contract rate per line. These ads . _ 
will be reduced photographically by the printer to 60% · ·• 
or their original size fthe size or the March and Sept.'.· : 
1979 auctions I Nine lines rit into' one inch with an al··.· · 
lowance for separation between ads. This type of ad is• ·. · 
done on a break even basis as a service to the members. . . • 
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PUERTO RICAN 
REVENUES: 

PARTS 
by H.B. Beaumont, ARA HLM 

Special Tax Stamps 
In fiscal year 1942 the Bureau began to print SPECIAL TAX 

stamps. They are the 1938 INTERNAL REVENUE stamps 
overprinted ne1:1r the top and near the bottom "SPECIAL TAX" 
in black san serif caps 1 \/2 mm high. Quantities printed are 
shown below. 

. ·denomination not stated 
1• 
5• 

10• 
25• 
500 

. $1 
$3 
$5 

$10 
$20 
$50 

$100 
$200 
$500 

$1000 
$2500 

$10,000 

Aquamarine 
Olive yellow 
Dark orange 
Red violet 
Yellow 
Brown 
Dark purple 
Dark blue 
Darkgreen 
Orange 
Red 
Gray black 
Brown yellow 
Dark olive 
Dark salmon 
Dark yellow green 
Olive yellow 

1,940,000 
440,000 
209,000 
214,700 

1,166,400 
849,500 

1,369,400 
381;000 
842,500 
852,500 
332,500 
489,300 
125,000 
66,800 

181,900 
67,500 
25,000 
19,000 

(Elliot Chabot indicates that the Bureau did not put control 
num~1's on the 1942 stamps, but that they had put them on the 
1938 stamps .. Editor) 

Special tax stamps were printed for accounting control of 
various· funds. Besides being identified with the imprinted wor· 
ds. SPECIAL TAX they had overprinted on them the special 
fund for which they were issued. A list of the funds is given 
below. Few funds used all the SPECIAL TAX stamps. For in­
stance, the Police Pension Fund used only the $1 value. John S. 
Bobo, in the American Revenuer for April and May, 1968, lists 
the quantities used by some of the funds. 

The various funds include: 
Gasoline, University, Puerto Rico tobacco, Milk stations, Fer· 

tilizers and raw materials, Income tax lpartial payments), 
Property tax (partial payment), Beverages, Soil amendments, 
Warehouse inspection, Police pension, Cattle feed, Coffee fines, 
Malaria, Narcotic tax, Public shows, Salt tax, Auto license, and 
Insured public autos. 

Special Tax stamps were discontinued in 1950. As of Decem· 
her, 1957, there were on hand some of the 5c, $50, $500, $1000 
and $10,000. They were overprinted SPECIAL TAX, ·but no 
special fund is oerprinted. They were used as general purpose 
stamps until exhausted. 

Those who helped in preparing this portion of this article were: 
John S. Bobo, E. C. Chabot, K. R. Goodfellow, J. L. Rodriguez, 
and the late David Strock. · 

SPECIAL PURPOSE STAMPS 
Puerto Rico has issued a number of revenues which, for lack of 

a better name, we have called Special Purpose Stamps. They in­
clude: Suspension of Case, CollE>ge of Lawyers, College of 
Engineers, College of Physicians, College of Electricians, and 
College of Architects. (Colegio may also be tanslated as a society 
of, or association of, which may be more appropriate than college 
of, in these instances. Editor). In addition, the late David Strock 
reported a Cattle Feed Stamp. There may be others. 

Suspension of Case 
There were two values, a $5 blue and a $10 rose red, issued in 

the fiscal year 1974 or 1975. Both are the size of the 1953 In­
ternal Hevenuc, 44 x 41 mm., anq both are rouletted 7 .. 

The design is the same for both stamps. The.center shows the 
scale of justice and a gavel surrounded by a colorless circle In 
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which is inscribed: SUSPENSION DE CASOS. The top of the 
stamp is inscribed: ESTADO LIBRA ASOCIADO 
DE/PUERTO RICO and in the right and left panelS: SELLO 
DE/SUSPENSION/DE CASOS. The value is shown in black 
numerals 3 mm. high in the four corners. Every stamp has the 
usual double control numbers in black. 

We have one provisional. the $5 internal revenue stamp of 
1953 surcharged: LEY 144/DE 1974 in red sans serif caps 3 mm. 
high. It is perforated 11. If there is a provisional $10 
denomination, we have not seen it. 

College of Lawyers 
These are the first of the so-called college stamps.tO be issued. 

The date of issue has not been found, though it is thought they 
first appeared in 1932. They have not been mentioned in annual 
reports of the Bureau, where they may have been printed. From 
a letter from the Treasucy Department, dated Jan. 27, 1958, it is 
known that they were available then at various IR offices, so 
they had to be issued prior to 1958. There are only two values, a 
25c and a $1. No record of the quantities issued or plate numbers 
has been found. 

The design of the 25c measures 25 x 28 mm. The vignette 
shows the POrtrait of Jose E. Benedicto surrounded by the in­
scription: COLEGIO DE ABOGADOS DE PUERTO RICO in 
colorless letters. Below the portrait is: IM· 
PUESTO/NOTARIAL. In the bottom corners are the numerals 
25 with the word CENTAVOS between. All copies we have seen 
are deep purple in color and perforated 12. We have noted two 
types of control numbers, both in black, both single numbers, so 
there were probably several printings. One type uses 5 mm. high 
numerals printed vertically; the other 2'12 mm. numerals printed 
horizontally. It is unwatermarked. 

There are at least three types of the $1 value and there were 
probably several printings of each type. 

The first type (my copy has control no. 208136) may have been 
the first issued. Printed in li¥ht brown on unwatennarked paper, 
it measures 25 x 28 mm. It 1s rouletted 7. The vignette shows a 
portrait inscribed Felix Ochoteco Hijo. Above the vignette are 
the words: COLEGIO DE ABOGADOS DE PUERTO RICO 
and below the vignette the words: IMPUESTO I NOTARIAL. 
In each bottom corner is the numeral 1 and in between, the wor· 
ds: UN DOLAR. The control number is in a 2 mm. font and is 
printed in black reading horizontally or vertically. 

The second type differs in that the size is 25 x 34 mm. and the 
vignette shows the portrait of J. Tous Soto wearinJ a long tie. 
Lettering and perforation are as for type 1. It was prmted in rose 
red. My copy has control number 544690. · 

The third type is the same as type two except that Sr. Soto is 
wearing a bow tie and it is perforated 12. My copy, control no., 
843690, is printed with a 2 mm. font in black. The control num· 
hers read vertically or horizontally. 

According to Terry Hines (American Revenuer, June, 1970) 
the proceeds from the sale of these stamps went to the Puerto 
Rico Bar Association. However, in the 1958 letter mentioned 
above, they are listed as revenue stamps. 

. College of Engineering 
There are two face different sets, both having the same 

denominations. The dates of issue have not been established, but 
they were listed as available in the 1958 letter mentioned above, 
so they must have been issued prior to 1958. 

All stamps of the first set are 18 x 23 mm. and have the same 
design. In the center is a colored ball 10 mrri. in diameter con· 
taining a colorless numeral of value. Around the . ball is a 
colorless band inscribed: COLEGIO DE INGENIEROS I DE 
PUERTO RICO. The denomination is repeated in the bottom 
corners betW'een which is the word: CENTAVOS or DOLAR. 
Denominations and color are: 50c, red brown; $1, green; $5, 
black; $10, brown; $25, red; and $.'lO, yellow. The first three are 
rouletted, the other three values are perf. 12. 

Stamps of the second set are described by Terry Hines 
(American Revenuer, June, 1970). They are entirely different 
from the first set. As listed by Hines, the values and colors are:· 
50c. tan: $1, orange; $5, brown; $10, blue; $25, green; and $50, 
red. 

The stamps measure 26 x 37 mm. There is a colored band. 
around the stamp, 10 mm. wide at top and bottom and 3\/2 mm. 
wide at the sides. It is inscribed at the top: COLEGIO DE 
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INGENIEROS; at.the bottom: DE PUERTO RICO; at the left 
side: ARQUITECTOS Y; and on the right side: AGRIMEN· 
SORES. The center shows a running figure, under which is a line 
and a numeral of value. The printing was very poor and the 
design unclear. We have only the 50c rouletted 2':/z, the $1 roulet· 
ted 7 and the $50 perf. 12. Apparently there are at least three 
issues of the second set. 

The stamps are overprinted once in black with numerals 4 or 
6 mm. high either horizontally or vertically. 

It was required that these stamps be affixed to any plans or 
surveys submitted for approval. 

College of Physicians 
We know very little about this set as we have only a used 5c 

denomination. The stamp is blue and measures 23 x 18 mm. It is 
rouletted 7. At the bottom is a colorless panel 8 mm. high in 
which is a single black control number. The design consists of a 
dark blue ball 10 mm. in diameter in which there is a colorless 
microscope. Around the ball is a light blue band in which is in· 
scribed in colorless letters: COLEGIO DE 
TECHNOLOGOS/MEDICOS/PUERTO RICO 1972. 

College of Electricians 
This is another set about which we know very little. We have 

only a mint $1. The design is dark blue and measures about 26 x 
33% mm. The stamp is about 41 mm. high and in the margin 
above the design is a single control number printed in red. In the 
margin below the stamp is inscribed: AMERICAN BANK 
NOTE. LITHO. The design consists of a light blue circle in 
which is a portrait of R. Mercado. Around the circle in colorless 
letters is inscribed: COLEGIO DE PERITOS ELEC· 
TRICISTAS DE PUERTO RICO. In the top of the design in 
colorless letters is: IMPUESTO I CERTIFICACIONES ELEC· 
TRICAS. The numeral 1 is inscribed in the two bottom comers 

EDISON COIL CINDERELLA 
· by Jamt!s Martino, ARA 

4\bout four years ago I purchased the illustrated pair 
of stamps at a bourse in Somerville, NJ. They are printed 
in carmine on white. The man I purchased them from was 
in bis 80 sand said they were Thomas Edison's private 
.stamps. Edison was apparently using them while in the 
process of improving some of the machinery used to 
manufacture, dispense or affix coil stamps. Perhaps 
someone could shine some light on the subject. 

First Addendum to the RN Handbook 
Joseph S. Einstein, ARA 

It was implied, we think, that any new discovery of major im· 
portance should be announced when learned but that 'trimming· 
up' with new early dates, or equal items, be done but once a year. 

In line with the above, let it be known that a check on the 
National Exchange Bank of Bosto~, Mass. (then located at 28 
State Street) used on July 23rd, 1875 has just been viewed and 
that said check bears a nice imprint of the M Type in YELLOW. 
The eumple seen has the penned·in No. 1199 so we surmise that 
at least 99 others existed. 

What makes this all so poignant is that it turned up in "a 
casual lot of RN material" consisting of a few A-4, a few B types, 
C types, D·types, the ONE M·type Yellow and a V-4. The em· 
phasis on the M type is my doing-not that of the i~llow repor· 
ting. 

It is almost positively certain that we all feel why can't I pick 
up such a 'casual' lot? It'd be nice to have to break out in print 
with a little addendum for everyone to look for. 

This will be referred to as RN-M5 for your notes, if you please. 
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with the words UN DOLAR between. 

College of Architects 
lJate of issue has not been determined. Denominations are 

probably the same as for the College of Engineering, i.e. 50c, and 
1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 dollars. Known denominations and colors are: 
$1, pale yellow; $5, purple; $10, light green and $50, light purple. 
There were probably several issues. 

We have three mint copies of the $1. Two are rouletted 2Y2, one 
with a control number printed in black, the other in red, and a 
third rouletted 13':/z with a black control number. The $5 is 
rouletted 2Y2 and has a red control number; the $10 is rouletted 
2% and has a black control number; and the $50 is rouletted 13' 
and has a black control number. All control numbers are single, 
vertical and 4Y2 mm. high. 

The same design is used for all values and measures 28% x 
42Y2 mm. The center contains a rectangle 16 x 22 mm. divided in· 
to four small rectangles by horizontal and vertical lines. In the 
first rectangle is inscribed the letter C; in the second, I; in the 
third and fourth, A. The letters are sans serif caps 6 mm. high. 
Around the large rectangle in sans serif caps 2 mm. high is in­
scribed: COLEGIO DE INGENIEROS ARQUITECTOS Y 
AGRIMENSOROS DE PUERTO RICO. The value is entered 
below the large rectangle. 

Cattle Feed Stamp 
The late David Strock noted the existence of a cattle feed 

stamp the "size of regular postage stamp. '10 cents' in red 
'Cattle Feed' in black". It is not known if he referred to a 
special stamp or an overprint on some type of Forbin's Rl2. We 
think the latter. 

Our sincere thanks to Jose Lois Rodriguez who secured for us 
all the stamps described in this article. 

U.S. FAKES TO DEFRAUD UNCLE SAM 
By Herman Herst, Jr., ARA· HLM 

There have perhaps been a dozen or more attempts to 
defraud Uncle Sam's P(JSt Office with the issuance of 
counterfeit postage stamps, but there have not been ~oo 
many counterfeit revenue stamps distributed to defraud 
the United States Internal Revenue. 

Most common was the one cent green Proprietary, 
Scott No. RB la. Although not engraved, the counterfeit 
of this was excellently done, and only when laid alongside 
a genuine engraved stamp can the difference be easily 
told. It is probably the case that a number of collections 
have the fake in place of the genuine. It is of course worth 
considerably more. · · 

We had never heard of any fakes on the Civil War 
issues of 1862, but the sale of the Bainbridge reference 
collection of counterfeits, which Robson Lowe recently 
sold in Basel, Switzerland, included a U. S. stamp we had 
never heard of. It was a single of the green $3 Manifest, 
and it was described as having such large margins, 
almost resembling a die proof, that it is likely it was prin· 
ted a single stamp at a time. 

The writer did not have the opportunity to examine the 
stamp, nor do we know who ultimately purchased it. The 
attitude of the U. S. Secret Service toward possession of 
items of this sort discourages their being collected, so our 
interest in the "stamp" was purely academic, and we 
describe it at this time, and mention its availability, sim· 
ply so that it may be placed on the record. 

MATQI AND MEDICINE ALBUM 
61 INlll•s virtually complete as listed in 

Scott spec.- Sl0.00 

Chari• Seaman (ASDA) 
IDx 817-AR, Opnquit, ME 03907 

...-------------------~····'""'~ 
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OREGON AND WASH­
INGTON MELON AND 

TOMATO STAMPS 
John B. Norton, Sr 

(State Revenue Newsletter, July 1975) 

I recently began to assemble what was known on the various 
Oregon 'State revenues. Surprisingly, there's·very little written or 
known on these it.ems - though, maybe it isn't surprising con­
sidering how little is known of the revenues of some other states. 

In regards to the Oregon and Washington Melon and Tomato 
stamps, I'm in the somewhat precarious position of presenting an 
article that ends up with more questions than answers. But in 
presenting such, I have hopes that it will stimulate the interests of 
any and all readers to he!p me search out and locate any related 
or pertinent information that might help clarify the many 
unknown factors in this phase of Oregon revenue collecting. 

The·bregon and Washington Melon and Tomato stamps were 
quite ·l~ety a private agreement venture negotiated between par­
ties "Y" and "Z" at controlling the "Portland, Oregon agricultural 
market" and, in particular, melons and tomatoes. As yet it is not 
known if these parties were a group of small individual farmers 
from bO:th 'states dealing with a group of wholesalers, or an earlier 
versiQn Of the vast present-day cooperatives found in the present 
day agricultural districts, to control the packing and prices on 
their commodities in a specific area or large consumer area: 

Taki~g' into consideration the small number of used copies 
showit')~d,ate cancels that have reached the hands of collectors, it 
would oe ii fairly safe assumption in saying that they were issued 
and used in the central part of 1934. This particular date is an im­
portant one and would fit in with the fact that during the 1934-35 
era both- California and Washington issued Agriculture Ad­
justment Acts (AAA's), whose general purpose was the promotion 
and control of certain agricultural commodities. 

Similiarly, I have a IO cent green "Oregon Cauliflower 
Marketing Agreement" stamp which has a printers' insignia at the 
bottom. This insignia is undecipherable to me. except the" 1956" 
to its right. I doubt if there's any connection, after 22 years, of this 
item and the above mentioned stamps, but here we have probably 
two unconnected "agreements" that deal with Oregon area 
agricult1iral products. But again, are they unconnected, or are 
they promoted by the same people or the same necessity for 
agriculture control, promotion, protection and/or self-taxation? 

The promoters no doubt had high hopes that this particular. en­
deavor at self-taxation was going to be a long range one since 
several hundred stamps were ordered from a local (at present, 
unknown.) Portland, Oregon area printer. The design is the same 
on all values and all in the same color green, showing two clasped 
hands· aiross the Columbia river probably to demonstrate.the 
"agreement" reached between the parties "Y" and "Z" residing 
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on either side of the river. Although the tax rate used in regard to 
these still remains a myste·ry, stamps were issued in 8 
denominations; namely the 3c, 41l2c, 6c, 7c, 25c, 50c, $1 and $2. 
This first series was rouletted 9 1/2; and from the small quantity of 
known cancelled copies, probably the only set, or at least part of 
which actually saw any usage are these since none above the 7c 
denomination have been reported in the hands of collectors. Their 
short life span can also be validated by the fact that known date 
cancels cover but a short period between early July and late Sep­
tember 1934. We know that the 50c was printed in sheets of 28 
sfa1,l'fps'>~4x7), blit "whether this was the same on \all 
'denominations is pure conjecture until we see other complete 
~heets. 

, One variety, has been noted by Charles Hermann, and that is 
a small \'"$''sign on the $1.00, being small in relation to the other 
d.ollar signs on the sheet. You should also find the same variety on 
t,he $2.00: At the moment I have no way of knowing the ratio bet­
ween the large and smatl dollcir.signs. 

Taxation.has never been popular, during any era, but when self­
iinposed as a private endeavor, it becomes even less so, especially 
when money is shy at the bottom of a seyere depression. When 
the growers, or whatever, refused to pay the tax (a few did) the 
agreeme.nt fell t;>n its face. 
t'. The·strrmps were probably printed on a consignment basis in 
t~at the printer was to receive payment for his endeavor when 
the tax dollars began to rol( in, but which never material1zed. 
Being stuck with several hundred useless tax stamps and no way 

· in which to collect for his work and expenditures on the printing, 
the printer was probably more than happy to sell these items 
when an offer for the remainders was made by an (unknown) 
local Portland stamp dealer, reportedly located on Yamhill Street. 
It was probably shortly after this transaction t.hat the discovery 
was made that these stamps also existed hyphen hole perforated 
6 3/4, imperforate, without gum, and yes - even gummed on the 
face of the stamp, which is a somewhat new twist to the printing of 
a stamp. All of these latter items, of course, can be considered as 
printer's waste, since none are known to have seen "the light of 
day" -except in various state revenue collections. 

None are tremendously scarce, except for the 6c denomination. 
Mr. Hermann reports seeing this item · only as an im­
perf block. Some books are split for the dollar values, as Charles 
Hermann has a 3 x 4 on the $1.00 and assumes there was a 4x4 
for the other half of the pane. 

There have been at least two attempts, that I know of, to gather 
information on the Melon and Tomato stamps. The first of which 
was by a Seattle collector, but his name and date of research is 
unknown, but we do know ~hat he met with blanks on all points 
and was unable to pin down any specific names and/or dates -
neither Washihgton or Oregon could cast any light on these items, 
nor was there any available data from the other source.s checked. 

Mr. M. E. Matesen advises that during an informal conversation 
with a Seattle, Wash. lawyer, the individual remembered some 
type of research work or legal study having been conducted on 
this topic by the University of Washington, but further details 
remained somewhat sketchy, since this study happened back in 

·the 1940s. It might be of interest to see the notes and/or written 
results of these two apparently unrelated projects. 

Agreed, the information.offered herewith is scanty, but who can 
answer such perplexing questions as: 

1. Just who were parties "Y" and "Z"? 
2. Was the market limited to Portland only, or also to the 

su~roun,dingcomm!.mities? 
3. Why. was this a private endeavor and not stab~ sponsored? 
4. What was the rate of taxation? 
5. Who did the printing? 
6. What dates were involved and what type of agreement was 

used (rules and regulations)? 
7. Under what State ( s) regulation was this agreement allowed? 

Did the same regulation (?) perm it the issuance of these 
agreement stamps? , 

The above questions are but a small sampling of what can be 
asked and looked for to enable all of us to fill in the multi-blanks of 
these marketing agreement stamps. Who can answer them or fur­
nish any information? 
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REPORT FROM DOWN UNDER 
Bill Homadge, ARA 

(Reprinted with permission from the recent editions of the 
Australian STAMP NEWS magazine, CINDERELLA 
CORNER feature. It is to be noted that the data below does play 
some tricks with the listing by Forbin in 1915 . .. pp. 668-9). 

BEER DUT\' STAMPS 

Illustrated above is one of the many Beer Duty Excise stamps 
issued by Queensland from .about 188S to the ear!y part of this a:!'" 
tury. A South Australian reader (who washes to remain 
anonymous) has sent us a checklist of all the issue$ of these stamps 
known to him. Unfortunately illustrations of the various ty~ are 
not available. If any reader can' add to this list, or provide ad· 
ditional information, we would be happy to hear from them. Here 
is the checklist provided by our reader: . . 

11185 (.Onllnary sized atamps) No wmk Perr 12. 
3d If Gal) Brown . 
6d (1 Gal) Pale violet. 
I/· (4 Gal) Vermillion. 
1/3 (S Gal) Yellow. 
2/· (8 Gal) Violet 
2/3 (9 Gal) Green. 
4/6 (18 Gal) ?. 
6/6 (26 Gal)?. 
12/9 (SI Gal) Brown. 
1886 No wmk. Per 12. 
2/6 (10 Gal) Blue 
4/6 (18 Gal) Black (both small stamps). 
12/9 (SI Gal) Lilac rose oblong stamp (as illustrated). 

11118 Thick JNlper. Wmk laqe QB c;ro ... Perf 12. 
3d (I Gal) Brown. 
6d (2 Gal) Pale violet. 
I/· (4 Gal) Vermillion. 
2/· (8 Gal) Violet. 

1890 W111k large Crown (Impressed). Perf 12. 
3d (I Gal) Brown. 
6d (2 Gal) Pale violet. 
I/· (4 Gal) Vermillion. 
1/3 (S Gal) Yellow. 
2/· (8 Gal) Violet. 
2/3 (9 Gal) Green. 

1899. Similar type to lallt with Crown. Value and quantit)' in 
central oYBl. Thick paper. Wmk larp Q le Crown. Perf 12. 

3d (I Gal) Bistre. 
6d (2 Gal) Yellow. 
I/· (4 Gal) Green. 

.. For the above information and especially the great help and 
guidance in putting this small amount of material in this form, I 
must thank Charles Hermann, Mack Matesen, arid Terry Hines. 
Their gentle nudging has prompted me to come forth and con­
tribute these lines. 

For more lnforma1ion aoout .;1d1d Revenues and the State Rev­
enue Society ... contact Harold Effner, 210 Eastern Way, Ruther~ 
ford, NJ 07070. 
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1/3 (S Gal) Lilac-red. 
2/· (8 Gal) Yellow. 
2/6 (10 Gal) Purple. 
4/6 (18 Gal) Blue. 
6/6 (.26 Gal) Brown. . 
91· (36 Gal) Dark green. 
12/9 (SI Gal) Vermillion. 
The 9/· and 12/9 are large oblong stamps. 

1901 Oblong stamp. Thick paper. Wmk large Q &. Crown. 
Perl n. 

1/3 (S Gal) Mauve. 
2/· (8 Gal) Carmine. 

2/6 (10 Gal) Lilac. 
4/6 (18 Gal) Blue. 
6/6 (26 Gal) Stone. 
6/6 (26 Gal) Brown. 
9/· (36 Gal) Green. 
li/9 (H/head) Vermillion. 

1901 No wmk. Perf 12. 
12/9 (H/Head) Vermillion. 

1901. The above from the 1(.3 to 9/· were surcharged with 
new values (Details not available . · 

1901 Wmk large Q le Crown. Perr 12. Surcharged and hand 
stamped In nolet. 

4/3 (17 Gal) on 4/6 (18 Gal) Blue. 
6/3 (2S Gal) on 6/6 (26 Gal) Stone. 

PRINTED IN BLACK 
4/3 (17 Gal) on 4/6 (18 Gal) Blue. 
6/3 (2S Gal) on 6/6 (26 Gal) Brown. 
12/6 (50 Gal) on 12/9 (Hoghd) Vermillion. 

1901. No wmk. Perr. Surcharged In black. 
12/6 (SO Gal) on 12/9 (I hog hd) Vermillion. 
1903. Wmk Q le C'.rown Perl 12'/J. 
12/6 (I hogs hea) Vermillion with buckle band across back of 

stamp. 
6/3 ('h hog hd) Lilac. 

l£~f.Ne.."7J ~:if PS 
~r H. Prudon of Woodbridge, Queensland, writes u follows: 

"Having read your article about the "Buffalo Fly" stamp in 
your "Cinderella Corner" cqlumn in June issue of .''Stamp 
News", I would like to tell you that I have a 6d value of those 
stamps mentioned. · · 

"Also I have a few copies of the pre-decimals with rubber date' 
stamp c:ancellations 1942-1943. I have also written ·to Mr· Hirrmer 
about this 6d value, which was not included in Mr Grant's list of 
the Dej,a"ment or Vet. Services.et · 

· Miss Maria Kevworth, of lnslewood, Queensland, advises us 
that she has in her collection a 6d tan coloured Buffalo Fly Cpntrol 
revenue stamp. This was not in the original list of these .s~amps 
printed in this column in recent months, so our score or kqo~ledge 
on the Buffalo Fly issues is increasing slowly but steadily:· . 

(cont. on ne1<t'f)age) 

RN HANDBOOK 
by Einstein, Kingsley, et al. 

Supplies are rapidly dwindling; 
order your copy now! 

$9.00 postpaid 
or $6.GO each on orden of 5 or more 

·, 

Make checks payable to American Revenue 
Association and send to Thomas L. Harpole, 'Jt;: 
Box 383, Manchester, Massachusetts 01944. · 

--·---- ;· ;;-------' 
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QLD. DUTY ST AMPS 

Queensland duty stamps of 
the type illustrated here are 
fairly common as around the 
turn of the century the 
Queensland Government sold 
large quantities to collectors for 
quite nominal sums. All such 
specimens were impressed with 
the Queensland seal to render 
them worthless as revenues. 

A south Australian reader who wishes to remai.1 anonymous 
has compiled for this column a checklist of the Queensland Duty 
stamps known to him and we print this below. We would welcome 
correspondence from readers who can provide additional informa­
tion about these interesting issues: 

1898 Wmk Queen anil Crown. Perf 12. 
BLUE: 3d, 6d. 9d. 1/-.1/3. 1/6. 2/-. 2/6, 3/-. 4/-. 5/-, 6/-, 

7/-, 7/6, 8/-. 9(-· IOI-. 
GREEN: 1/-. '12;-. 12/6. 13/-. 14/-. 15/-, 16/-. 17/-1 

17/6, 18/-. 19/-. 
ROSE: 20/-. 21/-, 25/-,·30/-, 40/-, 45/-. 
LIGHT BROWN: £3, £4, £5, £6, £7, £8, £9, £10, £11, &12, 

!13, £14, £15, £16, £17, £18, £19. £20, £30, £40, £50. 
BROWN: £60. £70. £80, £90. 
RED LILAC: £100, £200. £300. £500. 
Total 63 stamps in series. 
VARIETIES: A stop instead of a dash in the value on the 20(.- and 21 /-; No ~top after value on the £90, £300 and £500 

va ues. 

12. 
NEW ISSUE (D11t11 unk11ow•) Thinner paper. No wmk. Perf', 

BLUE: 6d; 1/-. 2/-. 2/6. 10/-. 15/-. 
VARIETY: No dash after value on the 1/- denomination. 
1904. Head of King Edward VII. 
ULTRAMARINE: Jd, 6d, 9d, 1/-. 1/3, 1/6, 2/-. 2/6, 3/-, 

4/-. 5/-. 6/-. 
GREEN: 10/-. 15/-. 

Mr D. F. O'Loughlin of Spring Hill, Qld, writes to 
Cinderella Corner as follows: 

To complement the article on Qld Duty Stamps in your 
August Edition I have listed below a partial series I have of the 
same stamps and also of a further series (partial also) featuring a 
young George the Fifth. 

Edward VII series: Id Mauve, 2d Pink, 2/- Yellow, IO/­
Brown, 20/- Sea Green. 

f Chapter Notes 

EARLY TELEGRAPH COMPANIES 
At a recent meeting of the New York Chapter of the ARA, Mr. 

George Kramer displayed a collection illustrating the early history 
of the telegraph in the United States. 

The earliest item shown was an advertising cover from 1847 of 
one of the important Morse companies. This was followed by 
covers from other telegraph operations and cle11rly showed the 
diversity of competition in this field in the 1840's CJnd 1850:s. Mr. 
Kramer also exhibited an 1851 illustrated cover from Houses Prin­
ting Telegraph Co. in Buffalo which included an example of the strip 
of paper, or "tape", on which the message of the telegram had 
been printed in roman characters. Many of the advertising.covers 
stressed the rail and steamboat arrangements the companies.had 
for delivering telegrams to points beyond the telegraph terminal. 
Covers from the late 1850's told of the mergers and consolidations 
that began at this time to thin the ranks of operators. Mr-. Kramer 
showed the use of the telegraph during the C1v1I War, and included 
a rare Confederate. use, the "Southern Telegraph Cos." This in­
structive and interesting display ended with the first use of 
telegraph stamps in California in 1866 and some of the later franks. 

All collectors are invited to attend the meeting of the Chapter 
held the first Thursday of each month (exc.ept July and Aug us~) at 
the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street 1n New York. Meetings 
beg1·· it 7 ~I' r M. 
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A 6d value in this series is hand dated 5/8/03. 
George V Series: (Size approx. the same as current 4¢ QEll): 

3d lime green, 2/6 brown, 5/- red, 10(,- dark brown, 20/- dark 
green and three stamps dark blue ir. co our 4d, 13/-, 20/- (larger 
stamps). 

I am not sure the last 3 mentioned are the same series but the 
age of the King appears the same. These stamps (both series) were 
document issued not nominal purchases. A friend of mine has the 
same stamps but both of us only have one of each. 

"CATILE" STAMPS 

We have been shown two sets of Victorian "CATTLE" 
revenue stamps. Both comprise overprints of the wo.rd 
"CATTLE" on various Victorian stamp duty stamps. In one series 
of 12 the overprint is of a small neat type, whilst on the second 
series the lettering is much larger. One of each type is illustrated 
above. The details and denominations in the stamps we have seen 
are: 

SMALL "CATTLE". All perf 11. Denominations: Id olive, 
6d violet, 1/- emerald, 2/- olive, 2/1 turquoise, 3/- orange, 4/­
blue, 5/- green, IO/- red brown, 15/- brown,£ orange. 

LARGE "CATTLE". The pence values are Perf 13, other 
values Perf 11. Denominations: 2d dull orange, 3d green, 6d violet, 
1/- emerald, 2/- olive, 2/1 Turquoise, 3/- orange, 4/- blue, 5/­
green, 6/- light green, I~/- ~ed brow.n, 15/- brown, £1 orange. 

Can any reader provide m~orma~1on as to ~hen these revenue 
stamps were introduced and d1scontmued, their general purpose, 
and whether there are other denominations or types other than 
those noted above. 

Mr Chris C. Ellis, the Postma5ter of Myrtleford, Vic. 3737 
writes to us as follows: 

Your "Cinderella Corner" column in the September issue 
makes mention of Victorian ' •-attic Stamps". It is correctly stated 
that these are the normal duty stamps overprinted with the word 
"Cattle". The enquiry asks for additional information. 

It may be of interest to you that these are still on issue in Vic­
toria, further that there is another similar type of stamp over­
printed with the word "Swine". 

To the best of my knowledge, the revenue obtained from the 
sale of these stamps, together with that levied by stock dealers for a 
similar rurpose, goes into a government fund which is used in 
times Q stock epidemics in either cattle or swine to reimburse 
owners of stock; following the orderin~ of stock destruction. 

These da:ys, "Cattle" and "Swine' stamps are still on sale in 
Victorian post offices, but on a somewhat restricted basis. Up to 
December 1967, all bills of sale for stock had to have the ap­
propriate cattle or swine duty stamp affixed, this fee being based 
on a levy per head. After that date, the use of Cattle and Swine 
stamps was restricted to a "vendor to purchaser" sale only. Stock 
agents were given approval to collect the levy and remit it to the 
Comptroller of Stamps without being required to purchase stamps 
for each sale. 

I forward for your information a copy of the current Rates of 
Stamp Duties as applicable in Victoria, Section 12 sets out the 
rates applicable. 

Mr A. D. Presgrave of Moorebanks _Area Se~geants .Me~s, 
Milpo, Liverpool, N.S.W. has come up with some mterestmg in­
formation about earlier types of Victorian "CA TILE" stamps 
than those we have covered in recent columns. Here are his com­
ments: 
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In regard to the Victorian "CATTLE" revenues, I have the £1 
Yellow/Orange RL211-1879-83 overprinted in type 2.5 mm high 
and 13.5 mm long, larger than those illustrated but it has a can­
celling <late of 194?. 

The date ties in more or less with a series I have overprinted 
"RELIEF", these are all from the same era, RL190 to 243 and 
are cancelled around 1930 to 1937. 
There is a poss1b11Ity tnat there may have been a tax on cattle at 

some time and the stamps were used to indicate payment, but as to 
dates of use, I would say no earlier than 1882 and probably into 
mid 1940s, but 60 years is a long time for a tax to be kept in opera­
t10n. 

Another possibility is that the Cattle Tax was in existence dur­
ing the colonial period and ceased on Federation, but the stocks of 
stamps were kept. During the war 1939-45 with all its shortages etc, 
the stamps were re-issued to serve as ordinary duty stamps 
regardless of the overprint. 

Mr Denis Osborn of Canberra has 
shown us the attached interesting 2d 
Pl G DUTY stamp of Western 
Australia. He has only the one value 
(2d blue) but believes there must be 
others in the series. Can any reader fill 
us in on the denominations, dates of 
issue and purpose of these revenue 
stamps. 

MYSTERY REVENUE 

Mr Les Ryan of Mortdale 
N.S.W. has shown us an in­
teresting revenue stamp which 
we had not previously seen and 
which we illustrate here. 

The mystery lies iri the initials (W.A., S.A. and N.S.W.) in­
dicating that it was a joint revenue issue for use only in Western 
Australia, South Australia and New South Wales. It may have 
something to do with the Commonwealth Railways wh:.ise lines are 
confined to those three states. 

The stamp is printed in a pale\ blue and the numeral "l" in red. 
Does this stand for ONE CENT or ONE DOLLAR? The stamp 
has been cancelled by a one line rubber stamp of a firm's name. 

Can any reader give information about" this stamp which, 
from the printing, appears to be a modern issue. 

1898 "I.R." Overprint Variety 
- overinking 

Tom Lampkins, ARA 

In the January, 1979, issue of TAR Terry Hines showed a 
variety of the 1898 I.R. overprint with open areas in the periods. 
These I am quite sure can be attributed to overinking. The five 
stamps shown here show other varieties of this same condition. 
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M & M CANCEL? 
The stamp in the accompanying 

illustration 
bears a rather strange cancellation. Don 
Duston showed it to Richard Riley, who 
was able to supply the desired information 
about the stamp. 

"In 1877 Xavier Baxin of Philadelphia 
made an arrangement with Hall & Ruckel 
to handle part of their business out of 

New York Later H & R became their sole agent for the soap, toilet 
water etc On these the Hall & Ruckel! stamps were affixed rubber­
s tamped with a black blob, and usually - but not always or very 
clearly-an XB above. Such cancels are found on both one and three 
cent H & R stamps I consider them somewhat more scarce than 
the uncancelled stamps " 

See Holcombe (who else?). The American Philatelist, Oct. 1936 
and Holcombe in Collectors Club Philatelist, Jan. 1942. (These 
articles are among those reprinted in the new Quartennan book, 
Patent Medicine Tax Stamps ... KT) 

r UNDER THE GAVEL 
On October 18 and 19th, 1979, ARA member John Kaufmann 

of Washington, D.C., held a major auction of revenue properties. 
The material in this auction was about 98% from one collection. 
Though missing such as a large Persian rug or a $5 proprietary, 
the auction had a broad and fine offering of U.S. revenue 
material. the prices realized at this auction should provide the 
reader with a better and more up to date guide as to revenue 
valuations than any of the standard postage catalogs with 
revenue sections. 

In as much as this auction is probably trend setting (or at 
least keeps up with the trend) we are reprinting the entire prices 
realized without description. Almost all ARA members should 
have received a copy of this catalog by direct mail. The catalog 
is a very well produced piece of literature and according to Mr. 
Kaufmann was intended to become a piece of reference material. 
It is hoped that this listing will complete that reference book 
for those who have not already obtained the prices realized. 

The sale grossed $186,952 (not including the buyer's commis­
sion of 10%). Should any member who did not receive one wish 
to obtain a copy of the catalog, they are available direct from 
Mr. kaufmann (address in ARA yearbook) for $1 for postage. 
Please mention TAR. 
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SECRETAR~SREPORT 
EXPELLED (Failure to pay for lots won in ARA auction. failure to reply to official correspon-
dence regarding same) 

2491 Or John E. Dean-Toronto. Ont, Canada 

Bruce Miller, Secretary DONATIONS TO PUBLICATION FUND 

101q~o. Fifth Ave., Arcadia, CA 91006 Michael A. Gromet ..... $5.00 
Joanne Kraus .. 10.00 

NEW MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
3162 • AllAMS, Arthur F., Jr. 1801 Fulton St. Palo Alto, CA 94303, by Secretary 

US. state, foreign revs. Prevsious membership total . .1579 
3163 ANDERSSON, Kjell Bl. Fornbacken 13, S-15158 Sodertaljie. Sweden. by New members. . .. 21 

Secretary. Scandinavia, Germany ~dcols. British Cots. US. Reinstated . .. ... 4 
3171 .. BALNER. Peter, 22 Stern Ave. Springfield, NJ 07081. by G. M. Abrams. US Dropped .. ..1 

revs. Resigned. ············ .. .. 2 
3169 CAAPMAN, Keith, 1771 Waverly Rd, Holt, Ml 48842. by Erick Jackson. GB Expelled .. .. .... 1 

and cols o!Vlcforian period. Current membership total ..... 1600 
3177 · CRANE. I 0, 15Springbank, Eversley Park Rd. WinchmoreHill, LondonN21 

1JH, EnglaiTd. by Secretary. GB revs. world 1840-1940 stamp centenary labels, GB 
Call for ARA Sales Manager stamp exhibiiion labels, etc. 

3161 FLEMAL. Dale. 3810 Martin Lane. Two Rivers. WI 54241, by G.M. Abrams 
Due to the resignation of long term ARA Sales US revs. 

3170 H,ARTFIELO. Herb M .. 197 N. Delaware Ave, N. Massapequa, NY 11758. by Manager Gerald Abrams the ARA is now seeking vol-James R. Giegerich. Germany ~d related areas. 
3164 <•HOFFMAN, William P .. RD #2Alps, Averill Park, NY 12018, by Secretary. US unteers for the position. Anyone desiring the position 

and BNA rEIYs: oo and off doc's (primarily Scott and Sissons listed); dealer in US and BNA should have a broad knowledge of foreign revenue postal hist pry. c 
3158 . tiURTRE, Andre, 13 Avenue du Grand Veneur. 78110 Le Vesinet. France, by material and also a knowledge of US revenue ma-

H .. Janton;inci'P. Oemeny. French revs. · 
terial. Volunteers should also be prepared for almost 3172 :J/'IMES. Charles L .. 2519 N. 91h St. Arlington, VA 22201, by Secretary. US 

revs. daily work. For full details contact President Ogen 3159 •McDOUGAL. Mike, 312 S. Silver Leaf Dr. Moore. OK 173160. by G. M. 
Abrams. US.Scott~isted revs. Scovi lie, 21 23 S. Windsor Dr. , Springfi led, MO 65807 

3167 MILLER. Frank W. Miller. 
3173 OREGON STAMP SOCIETY LIBRARY. PO Box 02121 . Portland, OR 97202. by 

Secretary. 148 46 201 170 254 34 304 95 356 26 
3165 RITZMAN, Michael E .. 241 Foxcatcher Lane. Media. PA 19063. by Ed Car- 149 34 202 60 255 115 305 52 357 26 

valhO. US revs .. · 150 60 203 62 256 19 0 306 40 358 1900 3178 • Sc}iRUMPF, Lorenz 0 .. 3857 Overdale Dr. Columbus. OH 43220. by G. M. 
Abrams. ·u&revs. 151 22 204 1100 257 65 307 36 359 1700 

CM3174' " 'SHERWOOD. C E. 105 Marlord Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 40N, 152 50 205 300 258 130 308 no 360 70 
England. _b{G.: M. Abrams. South Africa (incl Cape, Natal, Orange River Colony, OFS, 153 80 206 . '9 0 259 15 309 475 361 40 
Transvaa1:·u~ion arid Republic of SA. Zululand); collector I dealer. 154 36 207 160 260 62 310 1811 362 46 

3175 -· •STIMSON. John J., 6077 Sunset Lane. Indianapolis. IN 46208, by Kenneth 
155 15 208 60 261 70 311 160 363 44. Trettin. AH US. incl BOB. 

3160 TURNER, Douglas E .. 242 Pinehurst Ave, Los Gatos. CA 95030. by G. M. 156 42 209 210 262 40 312 1511 364 50 
Abrams. Ducks. 157 46 210 115 263 130 313 575 365 25 

3167 MILLER, FrankW. Miller by ken Trettin, World Revenues. 158 30 211 115 263A 125 314 38 366 16 
US revs. M&M, cut squares, locals, carriers. 

1,59 21 212 34 2638 140 315 42 367 54 3Hl6 WAGGONER, Tony M., 4555 Skyline Dr. Ashland, KY 41101, by G. M. 
Abrams. U&revs. telegraphs, officials. 160 .... 213 500 264 15 316 42 368 80 

3168 WILLIAMS, John A. 5530 S. AOele Al&, Whittler, CA 90601, by Dan "!off- 215 160 265 95 317 36 369 58 
man. AH US rev, incl M&M; locals. telegraphs. beers. 161 40 216 75 266 26 318 2600 370 21 " ... ,, ~ 162 40 217 30 267 80 319 1100 371 90 Highesini'41"1bership number on this report is 3178. 163 32 218 14 268 25 320 52 372 23 
)IEINST4teD 

164 80 ·219 56 269 115 321 11 373 36 165 34 220 95 270 75 322 34 374 325 
1333 .• :wARRISON. Kenneth o .. 41 Bayview Terraoe, Mill Valley, CA 9494t. by 166 950 271 180 323 40 375 200 Peggy Howarfi. British revs. world locals pre-1940. old west revs (Calif, Nev. fed). 167 180 221 75 

273 90 324 52 375A 190 1789 , REIS, Kenneth J., 154 Brannon Way, Reno, NV 89511, by Peggy Howard. us 168 15 222 95 
274 75 325 54 376 140 special l8J1, 6.«4M. narcotics, BOB 169 16 223 48 

CM2304'' •'"SHEAFF, Richard D .. 14 Hammondswood Rd, Chestnut Hill, MA 02167. 
170 44 224 4? 275 2 '326 38 377 125 

by Dan HQllll'l!ih. 2c first Issue USIR's (R5-15), various others. 
34 225 Hil 276 12 327 29 378 34 1332 • ~]¥\CHURA, Norbert J. 171 277 328 26 379 62 172 226 29 0 7 

DROP~~ (Publication ceased) 

20 278 45 329 36 380 50 173 38 227 200 
174 20 228 135 279 32 330. 15 381 42 

~ : . ; National Stamp News- Sullivans Island. NC 29482 175 80 229 95 280 65 331 15 382 325 
RESIGNl,;Q 176 50 230 800 281 125 332 42 383 525 

2775 , F.ranklin P. Holder. Ill-Eastman. GA 31023 177 80 231 270 282 120 333 30 384 26 
"730 '.; ~'V)rgil ~~-Valente- Milo. ME 04463 178 62 232 140 283 110 334 26 385 25 

179 62 233 95 284 7 335 2I 386 34 
180 50 234 65 285 6 .. 336 29 387 11 . , ·~ SALES PITCH 181 160 235 22 286 21 337 36 388 27 

G.M.Abrams 182 70 236 425 287 56 JJI ltO 389 38 .. ' 3840 Lealma Ave. 183 80 237 850 288 46 JJ9 75 390 30 
Claremont, CA 91711 184 55 238 800 289 525 3't0 JI 391 42 

185 46 239 450 290 54 341 25 392 2'3 
' .. 291 34 342 21 393 23 This ~tl·Pe the last column to appear under the above by-line. 186 12 240 220 

187 42 241 145 292 85 3 .. 3 52 394 42 
Due to c:i~~mstances beyond my control, I will no longer have the 

66 293 40 n4 1400 395 105 
time to devote the proper attention to the task, and Pres. Scoville 188 56 242 

189 75 1 243 46 294 40 345 34 396 32 
will be taking over effective immediately as Acting Sales Mgr., until 

190 26 244 100 295 30 346 62 J91 21 
a suitable<eplacement can be found. All material in stock here is in 

191 26 245 050 296 54 347 100 399 2S 
the proce6s of being shipped to Mr. Scoville, as are all orders 192 80 246 21 297 210 348 66 400 15 
recently' received. Please be patient and bear with us until the dust 19 3 60 24'7 160 298 22 349 30 401 20 
clears. Ptesumably Ogden will be announcing newly received 194 30 21t8' 200 299 19 350 115 lt02 5& 
material; '@nd all queries on Sales matters should be sent directly to 195 1250 2"9 68 300 20 351 26 403 16 
him, until you are advised otherwise. I wish to thank all of you who 196 26 250 40 301 700 352 56 .. 04 18 
have put:up with my shenanigans over the past 10-fyears, and it is 19 7 36 251 260 302 200 353 16 .. 05 20 
hoped that.not everyone was unhappy with the service provided. 199 110 252 70 302A 1311 354 27 lt06 26 
Seeyoul~~- 200 1150 253 66 303 1.15 ~55 22 407 15 
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SEE PAGE 186 FOR RATES & INSTRUCTIONS 

REVENUE 
MART 

WANTED REVENUE CATALOGUES. 
Japanese. Italian, French, Austrian. 
Canadian, Forbin, Australian, New 
Zealand, Europe, Cinderellas. Local 
Posts, Europe, Asia. Africa or 
World Wide. Arry other considered. 
Money included. P. J. Duif, 9 Voss 
St, Hillcrest. Adelaide. South 
Australia 5086. 320 

STOCK CERTIFICATES, BONDS­
list SASE. Specials, satisfaction 
guaranteed: 50 different stocks 
$14. 95. 100 different unissued 
stocks $19. 95. 100 different old 
checks $19. 90. Always Buying. Clin­
ton Hollins, Box 112-M, Springfield. 
VA 22150. 337 

WANTED TO BUY-Mexico 
Revenues and Stamped Revenue 
Paper. Need. singles, ac­
cumulations and collections, on or 
off documents. Die k Stevens, 279 
E. Madison St. Elmhurst. Ill. ©126. 

325 

WE PAY 1/2c each for Scott listed US 
revenues. Cot or punch cancels OK. 
Domzall, 904 Wright #4B, Rich­
mond, CA 94804. 322 
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750 
625 

3250 
180 

20 
260 
105 

26 
26 
18 
40 
80 

270 
425 

25 
260 

40 
42 
21 
25 
70 
26 
44 
21 
60 
21 
42 

140 
18 
56 

240 
21 

350 
375 
14-0 
200 

42 
100 
130 
350 

42 

WANTED-Motor vehicle 
registration and inspection stickers. 
discs, and metal tags. and related 
material. Dr. Edward H Miles. 888 -
8th Ave., New York, N.Y.10019. 328 

PAPER AMERICANA-stock cer­
tificates. checks. documents with 
revenue stamps, postcards. 
philatelic, photographia. Also buying 
old paper items. Americana list plus 
2 revenue stamp documents $2. 
Stock certificate list plus 2 cer­
tificates $2. Yesterday's 
Paper -Ron Haglund, Box 294AR. 
Naperville, IL 60540. 328 

PAYING TOP PRICES for all seals, 
labels, revenues, locals, etc. Send 
for immediate payment. Cinderella 
Stamps, Charles P. Rabinovitz, Box 
414, Randallstown, Md. 21133. 321 

PERMANENT WANTS: Old stock 
certificates, bonds, railroad passes 
and timetables, Western states 
early financial uaoer and pre-1920 
post cards, Please write! Ken Prag, 
Box 531RM, Burlingame, Calif. 
94010 320 

FOR SALE-Duck Stamps mint. un­
signed, used. What do you need? 
Also have fish+ game.Also will buy. 
Dorance Gibbs, 223 N. 20 St., 
Lacrosse, WI 54601 320 
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DO I PAY TOP PRICES? I still get 
many top quality revenues from ARA 
Auctions' Need U. S. 1-894. Cl· 
C46. Rl-R178. RB1-RB31. Roy J. 
Tillotson, 207 East Avenue. Batavia. 
New York 14020. 328 

STATE REVENUES- Serid' #io SAE 
for my list of State Fish.arid, Game 
stamps. New lists and new additions 
every month! Barry L. ~ter. 107 
Southburn Drive. Hen!;lersonville. 
TN 37075. 0 • - 321 

INDIA AND INDIAN STATES court 
fees, revenues, judicial papers, fund 
raising seals, cards, covers. etc. 
All at throw away prices. Investors 
with maximum discount. Trial shall 
convince. Ask for free list to S.D. 
Puri & Comparry, Puri Building, 
Sangrur 148001 Punjab, India. 326 

WANTED foreign revenue ex­
change~ worldwide stamp for 
stamp, value for value. Free bonus 
first trade or for Spain, Cuba or An­
tilles. I can use. Michael Murray, 
1601 SW 47th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 33317. 322 

WANTED MATCH & MEDICINE, 
and other private proprietary items 
by private collector. Desire to pur­
hase collections or better single 
1ems or will trade on Scott basis. 
John Gaudio, 810 First National 
Bank Building, Denver, Colorado 
80293 322 

WANTED- Ohio Sales Tax Stamps. 
Large or small quantities. Unused 
pairs or separate parts. Please 
write. John W. Wilson, 2721 N. Ar­
tesian Ave., Chicago, IL 00647. 321 
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36 
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40 
27 
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WANTED- Automobile ' - Ucense 
Windshield Stickers such as IDA 
1943, 1944-Hawaii 1943-44-45, LA 
1943, New Mexico 1943, Ohio 1943, 
Okla 1943 plus any other .:;tates not 
listed. C. E. Kerney, ARA. ~. 
1540 N Archie, Fresno, -CA 93703. 
207-251-5308. 320 

WANTED-Special Tax'~mps. U. 
S. federal USED all years 19th cen­
tury beginning 1873 and 20th cen­
tury. all formats, all denoR'linations, 
all STS tax titles. Also foterunners 
to STS from 1790's to: !872. All 
dealers' collector's correspondence 
will receive most careful attention. 
Wenck, P.O. Box 697, NeW·Milford, 
CT. 06776 320 

RUSSIAN REVENUES,· Locals, 
Vignettes wanted. Need. ·Revenue 
documents. Pre-Stampei::I .Revenue 
paper. Zemstvos, SealS; labels and 
Cinderellas. Will purcha,5t1 or ex­
change. Martin Cerini, ~7:}~y<>ming 
Drive, Hunt, Sia., N. Y. UZ46. 329 
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