
The American Revenuer 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
U.S. First Issues on Docs, Part II ............ 46 
Italian Electric Streetcar Workers 

Union Dues Stamps ..................... 56 
RN Update ............................... 57 

The documentary tax schedule 
was amended on March 3, 1863, rendering 25 of the 
original 84 rates obsolete and created 20 new rates. 

These rates and the documents with tax stamps 
attached are examined this month in part II of 

Michael Mahler's study appearing on 
page 46 of this issue. 

+ THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN REVENUE ASSOCIATION + 

MARCH, 1982 
Volume 36, Number 3 

Whole Number 343 



THE AMERICAN REVENUER 

The J oumal of International Fiscal Philately 

Official Organ of the 
AMERICAN REVENUE ASSOCIATION 

THE AMERICAN REVENUER (IS$N 0163-1608) is published 
ten time per year (monthly except combined July-August 
and November-December issues) for the members of The 
American Revenue Association. Subscription only by mem­
bership, dues $8 per year. Bruce Miller, Secretary, 1010 
S. 5th Avenue, Arcadia, CA 91006. Second class postage 
paid at Madrid, Iowa 50156. 
POSTMASTER: Send 3579 to The American Revenuer, Box 
56, Rockford, IA 50468. 

This publication has been awarded the following in philatelic lit· 
erature competition: Large Silver - CAPEX 78, Silver Bronze - INDIA 
80, Silver Bronze - NORWEX '80, Vermeil - London 1980, Silver -
PRENFIL '80, Bronze - ESPAMER '80, Silver-Bronze - WIPA 1981, 
Bronze ROCPEX TAIPEI '81, Silver - PHILATOKYO '81, Best of 
Literature (Periodicals) - SESCAL '81. 

The ARA will not knowingly accept advertisements from anyone whose busi­
ness dea!ings are not beyond reproach, and can assume no responsibility 
between members and advertisers, but will attempt to assist in resolving any 
differences arising therefrom. The opinions expressed in the various articles in 
this journal are those of the writers and are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Association and I or this journal. 
Cover: Sneaff Design, Chestnut Hill, MA 

Editor: 
Kenneth Trettin, Box 56, Rockford, IA 50468. Phone 515-756-
3680 
Associate Editors: 
Louis Alfano, 303 S. Kennedy Rd., Sterling VA 22170 
Richard Riley, 649 Bienveneda, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
Adv. Manager: John S. Bobo, 1668 Sycamore, Des Plaines, 
IL60018 
Deadlines: editorial copy - first of the month preceding cover date. 

advertising copy - 15th of the month preceding cover date. 

AD RATES EFFECTIVE JAN. 1981 
wor members only, contact adv. mgr. for rate card) 

Size of ad Contract Rate Transient 
each time Rate 

(Min. 5 times) (One time) 
Fullpage ........................ $100.00 $110.00 
2/a Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.75 73.75 
V2 Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 55.00 
Va Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.50 37.00 
1/4 Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 27.50 
Column.Inch..................... 5.25 5.80 
Reader's Ads (per line) . . . . . . . . . . . .25 

The American Revenue Association 

Board of Directors: 
President: Gerald Abrams, 3840 Leal ma Ave., Claremont, CA 
91711 - Phone 714-593-5182 
Vice President: Louis Alfano, 303 S. Kennedy Rd., Sterling, 
VA 22170 
Secretary: Bruce Miller, 1010 S. Fifth Ave., Arcadia, CA 91006 
Treasurer: Bernard Glennon, Box 108, Whittier, CA 90608 
Eastern Representatives: Brian Bleckwenn and Elliot Chabot 
Central Representatives: Duane Zlnkel and Kenneth Trettin 
Western Representatives: Richard Riley and Eric Jackson 
Attorney: Gary Theodore, Box 25, West End, NJ 07740 
Immediate Past President: Ogden Scoville, 2123 S. Windsor 
Dr., Springfield MO 65807 

Appointive Officers: 
Librarian: George McNamara Jr., Box 136, Nora Springs, IA 
50458 
Sales Manager: Donald L. Duston, 1314-25th St., Peru, IL, 
61354 - Phone 815-223-6687 
Membership Director: Gerald M. Abrams, 3840 Lealma Ave., 
Claremont CA 91711 
Auction Manager: Guy A. Rossi, Box 625, Mesilla, NM 88046 
Publicity Director: (Position open, contact president) 
Ethics Committee Chairman: Michael Gromet 

Affiliate No. 51 of the APS 

Copyright 1982 by The American Revenue Association 

Representatives in other countries: 
Australla: SQN LOR Dennis Osborn, Officers Mess, RAAF 
Base, Williamtown, NSW 2314, Australia 
Canada: E.S.J. van Dam, Box 300 - Bridgenorth, Ont. Canada 
KOL1HO 
Denmark: Donald A. Byrum, c Io Storno A.S. 126 Artillerivej, 
DK-2300 Copenhagen - S. Denmark 
France: Alternate representatives: Henri Janton, 33 Av. 
Merechal Lyautey, Paris 75016 France. General M.H. Fra­
dois, 18 Rue de 8 Mal 69110 Ste Foy le Lyon, France 
Germany: Martin Erler, D-8021 !eking, lrschenhauser Str. 5, 
West Germany 
India: Alternate representatives: Prof. K.D. Singh, 454 Hiran 
Magri, Sector 11, Udaipur, Rajasthan, India 313001; A.M. 
Mollah, T / 486 New Air India Colony, Santa Cruz East, Bom­
bay 400 029, India. 
Israel: Dr. Josef Wallach, PO Box 1414, Rehovot, Israel 
Japan: A.G. Smith, Language Center, Nagoya University, 
Furo-cho, Chickusaku, Nagoya 464 Japan 
Netherlands: Frank E. Patterson Ill, Oosteinde, 95 Voorburg 
Netherlands 
New Zealand: Dennis Huggard, PO Box 69026, Glendene PO, 
Auckland 8, New Zealand 
Saudi Arabia: R.J. Thoden, Aramco Box 1803 Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia 
Taiwan: Sheau Horng Wu, 2 FL #9, Lane 21, Chuan-Yuan Rd., 
Peitou, Taipei 112, Taiwan, ROG 
United Kingdom: Alternate representatives: Dennis Rosser, 
49 Tennyson Rd., Ashford,,Kent TN 23 2LR, England; Tim 
Clutterbuck, 5 Park Crescent, Brighton, Sussex BN2 3HA, 
England. 



The Editor Notes • • • 

••• that the next meeting of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Fiscal Scoiety (D.C. Chap­
ter of the ARA) will take place on Sunday, 
April-4, 1982, at 1 PM at SPRINGPEX '82, 
SPRINGPEX will be at Lee High School, 6540 
Franconia Road, Springfield, VA. For dir­
ections, contact Chapter Secretary Elliot 
Chabot, 14104 Bauer Drive, Rockville, MD 20853. 
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 
••• that the Seattle Chapter of the ARA will 
hold a special revenue stamp meeting on April 
9, 1982, at 8 PM in the clubroom of the Col­
lector's Club of Seattle. The clubroom is 
located at 4731-15th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA. 
All ARA members are welcome • 
••• that during the annual APS convention to 
be held in Milwaukee, the Midwest Revenue 
Study Group will be holding a meeting. It 
is tentatively set for Saturday afternoon. 
STaMpsHOW will be held August 19-22, Plans 
call for a presentation by one of the members. 
When more information is known, ARA and SRS 
members in the area will recieve inv~.tRt\rms, 
but all ARA or SRS members attending the show 
are most welcome • 
••• that at this writing the ARA convention at 
Fresno, CA has been over for two weeks. Your 
editor was able to attend and meet many of 
you on the west coast; unfortunately the show 
was much too short and I am afraid that I 
missed many of you who attended the show. In 
reality, the only complaint I have about the 
show is that it should have have lasted longer. 
In particular I wish to thank Gerry Abrams, 
Bruce Miller and Shel Beigel for a wonderfUl 

time and to Mrs. Abrams for allowing me to 
stay in her home, A more complete report of 
~he convention activities and lists of the 
winners will appear in the next issue of TAR. 
Needless to say, it was a large showing of 
good quality revenue material. 
••• that in the center of this issue we again 
continue with the listing of the revenue stamps 
of Hungary. With this issue we finish the 
listing for the stamps issued by the central 
government, There will be a much smaller 
listing of municipal stamps then several ap­
pendicies which will include specialized 
listings for the early documentary issues. I 
must apoligize for the long delay in finishing 
this series; but I must congratulate our new 
printer for the efficient manner in which they 
have typeset this material. 
• •• that with the ARA dealer members: 
--E.S.J. van Dam (Box 300, Bridgenorth, Ont. 
KOL 1HO Canada) has distributed his ReveNews 
#37. This issue features specalized listings 
of the 1,2 and 3rd bill stamps, Youkon large 
die proofs, GB railway parcel, newspaper and 
letter stamps, Ile of Man Railway Co. stamps, 
Canada taxpaids and a major listing of Phil­
ippine Revenues. 
--Barry Porter (107 Southbura Drive, Hender­
sonville TN 37075) has a listing of US State 
fishing & wildlife revenues and one of state 
Duck stamps available. 
--William Kramper (Box 693, Bartow, FL 33830) 
has a new listing of Mexico and S.A. revenues 
available. A 20¢ stamp would be appreciated. 

AS A SERVICE TO THE MEMBERSHIP: 
PACKETS AVAILABLE 
(Postpaid in the US) 

-SPAIN, 28 diff large Sellos 
-FRENCH COLONIES revenues, 25 diff 
-FR CONGO&GUADELOPE Fiscal 

$20.00 
$10.00 

opts on postals, 5 diff $10.00 
-ITALY, 135 diff revenues $5.50 
-FIUME, 50 diff. revenues $6.00 
-LOMBARDY-VENEIA, 70diff. revenues $8.50 
-HUNGARY, Starter Collection of 550 diff. revenues $47.50 
-HUNGARY, 350 diff. revenues $35.00 
-HUNGARY, 300 diff. revenues $20.00 
-MILITARY BORDER, Eagle opts on Hungary 

revenues, 26 diff. $8.50 
-HUNGARY, Kaposvar Municipals, 17 diff. $5.50 
-HUNGARY, Rakospalota Municipals, 14 diff. $5.00 
-HUNGARY, Szekesfehervar No. 5 Munic. revenue, Miniture 

sheet of 4 with tete beche pair, mint $4.00 
-AUSTRIA, Starter Collection of 500 diff. revenues $45.00 
-AUSTRIA, 260 diff. revenues $15.00 
-GERMANY, Starter Collection of 500 diff. revenues $45.00 
-GERMANY, Christmas Seal Collection, 300 plus stamps, 

incl. 57 pert or imperf blks of 4; 7 souv. sheets; pro-
gressive proofs; 1952 to date $30.00 

-CROATIA, 50 diff. revenues $4.50 
-PORTUGAL, 300 diff. revenues $52.00 
-PORTUGAL, 200 di ff. revenues $32.00 
-QUEENSLAND, Tall Number type Impressed Duty, 69 

values complete, 1d to F1000 including the scarce F400 
value $150.00 
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-QUEENSLAND, same 68 values missing F400 $120.00 
-QUEENSLAND, same 31 values to F500 with 

Rockhampton "blue" cancel $40.00 
-QUEENSLAND, as above but only 16 value to F500 $25.00 
-QUEENSLAND, same, 17 values to F1000 with Towns-

ville brown cancel $40.00 
-QUEENSLAND, same 11 blue cancels, 

8 brown cancels $25.00 
-GREAT BRITIAN Embossed Revenues, mostly on colored 

papers with tin foil seal: 
101 Different 

50 Different (duplicates above) 
- 25 Different (duplicates above) 

$65.00 
$36.00 
$16.50 

BLANK SALES BOOKS available. 10 pages, 16 spaces per 
page. 25¢ each plus 50¢ postage per order. 

Wanted for our members - 1915 Forbin Fiscal Catalog Re­
print. Advise your selling price or write for offer. 

ARA SALES DEPT. 
DONALD L. DUSTON 

Sales Manager 
1314 25th St. 

Peru, ILL. 61354 
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'" 1st on Documents-------------------------

Documents Bearing U.S. Revenue Stamps 
of the Civil War Era 

D. Tax Schedule Changes of 1863-1883, on Overview. 

by Michael Mahler, ARA 
Act of March 3, 1863 

The preceding article of this series (Mahler, 1982) sum­
marizes the documentary tax schedule established by the Act 
of July l, 1862, and lists for each rate the number of 
documents I have observed with tax paid by adhesive 
revenue stamps. By the Act of March 3, 1863, effective 
immediately, 25 of the original 84 rates were rendered ob­
solete, and 20 new rates were created. The tax on express 
receipts was rescinded, and two new major types of do­
cuments were taxed: bills of sale of ships and lottery 
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tickets. Table 1 summarizes these changes, and lists the 
number of examples I have recorded for each of the new 
rates. As was done for the 1862 schedule, I have also 
noted the rates for which an example was described by 
Bopeley (1937-8) or was in the collection of the late 
George Turner. In this table and those to follow, an "X" 
denotes any example of a rate, and a " -" indicates that 
no example has been recorded. 

For the 1862 rates I tabulated early matching usages 
("EMUs"), required by the Act of July 1, 1862 but made 
unnece~sary by the Act of December 25, 1862. I have also 
tabulated EMUs for ten rates of the schedule of March 
3, 1863; EMUs are designated in Table 1 by a "*". 
Since matching usage was no longer required on this date, 
new stamps corresponding to the new rates were not needed. 
Nevertheless, two new stamps were created, the four cent 

Unsevered second and third bills of foreign 
exchange of M. Morgan's Sons, New York, to 
Messrs. Marraud Andre and Co., Paris, for 8220.50 
francs, February 1, 1870. To each bill is affixed 
one cent Express, six cent Inland Exchange, and 
25 cent Insurance stamps. 

25 cent Certificate stamp affixed to a bill of 
sale of 1/6 of the brig "J. W. Woodruff" for $325, 
executed at Deer Isle, Maine, December 24, 1863. 
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Table 1. 

1863 Amendments/Additions 

Bopeley Turner 
(1937-8) (1979) 

x * x * 
BILL OF SALE OF SHIP1• Bil I of sale of ship, 

vaig;e~Ps!8osfg0t1000 .25 x 
.50 

For each addltlonaf $1000 or fraction, .50 x 
CERTIFICATE. 

Certificate, not specified elsewhere, 

CHARTER PARTY. Charter of ship, registered 
weight up to 150 tons, 

Over 150 to 300 tons, 

CONTRACT1• Contract for purchase or sale of 
gold or sliver coin or bullion, or contract 
for loan secured b¥ pledge or aeposlt or 
other deposition o gold or sliver cofn of 
the U.S., If to be performed after a P-erlod 
exceeding three d9ys, taxed at 0.5% of 
principal, plus 6~ per annum. 
Broker's contract, note or memo of sale, 

other than the above, 

EXPRESS. The stamp tax was rescinded. 

INLAND EXCHANGE 1• Inland exchange, over $20, 
for each $200 or fraction: 

Payable within 33 dav.s (3 days grace), 
Payable In 34 to 63 cays, 
Payable In 64 to 93 da¥s, 
Payable In 94 days to our months plus 

three days, 
Payable In four months, three days, to 

six months, three days 
Payable In over six mont~s, three days, 

INSURANCE. Insurance on property of any 
. description, premium up to $10, 

Over $10 , 

LOTTERY TICKET2• Lottery ticket, for e~ch $1 
or fraction purchase price, after 5/1/1863, 

MORTGAGE 1• Mortgage or personal bond for the 
payment of money, for each $200 or fraction, 

POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

.05 

1.00 
3.00 

• 10 

.01 

.02 

.03 

.04 

.06 

.10 

.10 

.25 

.50 

• 10 

Power of attorney for the sale or transfer of 
stock bonds, scrip or certlf lcates of 
proftff or for the c'llectlon of Interest 
or div dends thereon • Sale 
or transfer of scrip or certificate of 

x 

x -

x 

x 

x 

x 
x -

x * 

x * 
x * 
x * 
x * 
x * 
x * 

x 
x * 

x 

profit for amounts up to $50, .10 
Any other such transaction, .25 X - x * 

Assignment or transfer of mortgage3, lease4f 
or Insurance pol lcyf taxed at the same ra e 
as the original Ins rument. 

Conveyance or mortgages. No stamp duty shal I 
exceed $1000. 

Any power of attorney, conveyance, or document 
of any kind made, or purporting to be made, 
In any foreign countr¥ to be used In the U.S., 
taxed before use as I made In the U.S. 

Rate Totals 20 C* 10) 

1. Rate structure changed August 1, 1864. 
2. Tax rescinded August 11 1864. 
3. Rate changed July 13, 1866. 
4. Rate changed March 3, 1865. 
5. This limit removed August 1, 1864. 
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and six cent Inland Exchange varieties'. For domestic 
(inland) promissory notes, after March 3, 1863, the tax 
could have been any multiple of .01, .02, .03, .04, .06, or 
.10, and the new stamps were issued to facilitate pay­
ment of these amounts. The first delivery of the stamps by 
the printers, Butler and Carpenter, was made on May 12, 
1863 (Toppan et al., 1899). As already noted, there was 
no need for these stamps to have been disignated "In­
land Exchange"; a non-specific design could have been used, 
as on the $50 "U.S. Internal Revenue" stamp first de­
livered on May 15, 1863. I considered it plausible that 
the use of "Inland Exchange" tablets was more a matter 
of expedience than of design. There is good evidence that 
first issue revenues were printed with the use of inter­
changeable design elements (West, 1918, 1979; Castenholz, 
1980), which suggests that in order to produce the new 
stamps in timely fashion it was decided to use existing 
"Inland Exchange" tablets rather than engrave new ones. 
However, examination of proofs of the four cent through 
twenty cent Inland Exchange stamps indicates that the tab­
lets of the four and six cent stamps are different from each 

1 Besides these two, the Catalog of Postage Stamps, Ameri­
can and Foreign and United States Revenue Stamps pub­
lished in 1863 by Sever and Francis, Cambridge, Mas­
sachusetts, listed the following stamps: .25 and .50 Bill of 
Sale of Vessel, $1 Charter Party, .01, .02, and .03 Inland 
Exchange, .10 Insurance, and .50 Lottery Ticket! It also 
stated that "The Express stamps and the .10 Certificate 
are no longer in use." (Ruppin, 1943). 

25 cent Certificate and 50 cent Entry of Goods 
stamps affixed to a certificate of profit for $2340 
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other, and from those of the stamps produced earlier (B. 
Castenholz, personal communication), leaving open the ques­
tion of why the new stamps were designated Inland Ex­
change. In any case, I have listed inland exchange docu­
ments taxed at the 1863 rates as EMUs when the tax 
has been paid with the four cent or six cent Inland Ex­
change stamps. The other cases in which EMUs have been 
tabulated are explained below. 

Act of June 30, 1864 

By the Act of June 30, 1864, effective August 1, 1864, 
another major change was made in the documentary tax 
schedule. Of the 79 rates then in effect, 50 were rendered 
obsolete, and 39 new rates were created. The taxes on 
lottery tickets and telegraph despatches were rescinded, 
and eight new types of documents were taxed: gauger's, 
measurer's, and weigher's returns, receipts, and four types 
of legal documents. The tax schedule was now considerably 
less complicated than in 1862. As shown in Table 2, more 
types of documents were taxed, but with fewer rates. 

Table 2. Numbers of tax rates and types of documents 
taxed for the schedules of 1862-4. 

Year 
1862 
1863 
1864 

Major types 
of documents2 

25 
26 
28 

Types 
of documents2 

34 
36 
43 . 

Tax rates 
84 
79 
68 

from the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company, New 
York, April 9, 1870. 
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---------------------------1st on Documents 

Table 3 lists the new rates, and the numbers of examples 
I have recorded for each. 

Several aspects of Tables 1 and 3 deserve special comment. 
First, I have considered a rate to be determined by the 
class of documents taxed and the amount of tax, so when­
ever the former was changed, even if the latter was not, 
I have listed a new rate. Some examples will make this 
clear. In the 1862 schedule, the charter of a ship with 
registered weight up to 300 tons was taxed at $3. The 
Act of March 3, 1863 reduced the tax to $1 for ships 
of up to 150 tons; it remained at $3 for those of 150-
300 tons. Thus, strictly speaking, the $3 charter party rate 
of 1863 differes from that of 1862, since it applied to a 
smaller class of documents. Diagramaticaly (the taxes are 
shown within the blocks): 

1862 IC63 1572 

0 ~------r--,---~-1----, 
150 $3 

Registered 300 -1-----------------i 
tonr.ase 

600 -1-----------------1 

$10 

T T 

The 1862 schedule taxed any policy of property insurance 
at .25, but this rate was altered in 1863, and again in 1864, 
as shown below: 

2 I consider the major types to be those designated by capital 
letters in the tax schedules given in this and the preced­
ing article (Mahler, 1982), with BANK CHECK being sub­
sumed under CHECK, and ORIGINAL PROCESS under 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS. In each schedule, five distinct types 
of certificates, five types of powers of attorney, and two 
types of entry of goods documents were taxed. The 1863 
schedule taxed two types of brokers' contracts, and the 1864 
schedule taxed two types of checks, five types of legal 
documents, and taxed separately two types of surety bond 
which had previously been taxed under a single rate. 

Four cent Inland Exchange stamp affixed to a 
promissory note for $100, due in four months, 
Baltimore, December 24, 1863. 
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A $100,000 bond of the Pacific Mail Steam· 
ship Company to the Board of State Harbor 
Commissioners of California, executed at San 
Francisco, June 6, 1866. $50.25 In revenue stamps 
affixed. 

Page49 



Page SO 

1562 1863 loM 1072 
$0 

I • I 0 
S10 

Ar.~our:t .25 
of 

prer.1 i um S50 

.50 

T T T 
Thus, strictly speaking, there were three distinct .25 in­
surance rates. 

For brokers' contracts, the situation was even more com­
plicated, as show below: 

Al I 
brokers' 
contracts 

1862 1863 1864 

.10 

I Contracts for sa I e ,I 
of gold or sliver 

tax 0. 5% p I us Interest 

1866 1872 

Contracts for sa I e 
of securities 

tax .01 /$100 

Initially all contracts were taxed at .10. The 1863 schedule 
specified a separate rate for contracts for sale of gold or 
silver. This rate is not mentioned in the all-inclusive 1864 
schedule, and a careful reading of the U.S. Statutes at 
Large reveals that the tax was in fact implicitly rescinded 
'iy the Act of June 17, 1864, which made gold contracts 
iilegal. This act was repealed on July 2 of the same year, 
but in the meantime (on June 30) the decumentary tax 

Three copies of the ten cent Inland Exchange 
stamp affixed to the back of a mortgate exe­
cuted at Reading, Pennsylvania in 1860. The 
stamps paid the tax on an assignment of the 
mortgate executed on April 6, 1863, for $515. 

50 cent Life Insurance 
stamp affixed to a ticket of 
the Montreal Ocean Steam­
ship Co. for steerage pass· 
age from Portland, Maine to 
Liverpool, April 24, 1869, 
price $25 gold. 
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schedule of 1864 had been enacted. By the Act of July 13, 
1866, brokers' contracts for the sale of gold or silver, as 
well as stocks, bonds, and other securities, were again 
taxed separately. According to a strict interpretation, there 
were four different .10 contract rates! 

Using similar reasoning, I have listed distinct .25 cer­
tificate of profit rates for the 1862 and 1864 schedules; 
.50 passage ticket rates for the 1862 and 1864 schedules; 
$1.00 passage ticket rates for the same years; .25 power 
of attorney rates for the sale or transfer of securities for 
1862, 1863, and 1964; and .50 probate of will rates for 
1864 and 1867. As a sort of verbal shorthand, one can 
intelligently refer to "the .10 contract rate", "the .50 pas­
sage ticket rate", etc., with the understanding that these 
taxes applied to different classes of documents at different 
times. However, for a definitive statement of the docu­
mentary tax laws, I believe the strict interpretation used 
here is preferable. 

Four tax rates of the schedule of March 3, 1863 differ 
from the corresponding rates of 1862 only in that a smaller 
class of documents was taxed in 1863. These are the $3 

1.50 Inland Exchange and lmperforate $20 Con­
veyance stamps affixed to a deed executed at 
Guelph, Canada, February 7, 1865, for property 
In Darby Township, Pennsylvania, in consideration 
for the payment of one dollar. The stamps indi· 
cate that the actual value of the property was 
between $21,000 and $21,500. 
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charter party, .10 contract, .25 insurance, and .25 power 
of attorney for sale or transfer of securities. For these 
rates I have tabulated EMUs (cf. Table 1), using a rough 
cutoff date ofmid-1863. 
Acts of 1865-1872 

The Acts of March 3, 1865, July 13, 1866, March 2, 
1867, and July 14, 1870 each made minor changes in the 
tax laws. These are summarized in Table 4. 

Two cent U.S. Internal Revenue stamp affixed 
to a receipt for payment of $200 by the Boston, 
Hartford and Erle Rail Company, for revenue 
stamps in denominations .25, $2, $2.50, $5, and 
$10, May 20, 1868. A commission of $8 was 
allowed on the purchase. 
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Table 3. 

1864 Amendments/Additions 
BILL OF SALE OF SHIP. Bil I of sale of ship, for 

each $500 or fraction, .50 
BOND, SURETY. Bond for Indemnifying any person 

for the payment of any sum of money, for each 
$1000 or fraction, .50 For the performance of duties of any office, 1.00 

CERTIFICATE. 
Certlf lcate of P.rof It, over $50 to $1000, .25 For each additional $1000 or fraction, .25 

CHECK. Checkf draft, or order for the payment of money at s ght or on demand. If drawn on any 
bank, banker, or trust company, for any sum, If arawn on any other person{s), comQanles, 

or corporations, for any sum over $10, 
CONTRACT1• Broker's contract, note, or memo 

of sale of any kind, 
CONVEYANCE. Conveyance of real property, value 

over $100, for each $500 or fraction, 

.02 

.02 

• 10 

.50 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE. Bil Is of foreign exchangec drawn In but payable out of the u.s. 1 If drawn 1n sets of three or more, for each bf I , for each $100 U.S. or fraction .02 If drawn otherwf se than In sets of three or 

more, taxed at the same rates as bi I Is of 
Inland exchange. 

GAUGER'S RETURN2• Gauger's return, quantity 
up to 500 gal Ions gross, 

Over 500 gal Ions, 
• 10 
.25 

INLAND EXCHANGE3 • Bil Is of inland exchange, for each $100 or fraction, .05 Bil Is of exchange or orders for P.ayment drawn In a foreign country but payable In the U.S., 
taxed before payment at the rate for Inland 
exchange. 

INSURANCE. Insurance on property of any description~ premium over $10 and up to $50, .L5 Over $50, • 50 
LEASE. Lease of real property, rent up to $300 per year, .50 For each additional $200 or fraction, .50 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS4• 

Writ issued by a court not of record, where 
the amount claimed exceeds $100, .50 Upon confession of judgement for more than 
$100, the tax for wrTt of commencement not having been paid, .50 Writ or other process of appeal from a court of Inferior jurlsdlctlon to a court of record, .50 Warrant of alstress, amount of rent claimed up 
to $100i .25 Over ~100, .50 

LOTTERY TICKET. The stamp tax 
MEASURER'S RETURN 1.Measurer's 

to 1000 bushels, 
Over 1000 bushels, 
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was rescinded. 
return, quantity up 

• 10 
.25 

Bopeley Turner 
(1937-8) (1979) 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

ex> 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

ex> 

x 
x 

x x 

This 
Survey 

13 

>50 
>100 

>300 
10 

>1000 

>250 

7 

>500 

>90 

>1000 

(7) 

>50 
>25 

>10 
>10 
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Tab I e 3. (cont.) 

MORTGAGE. Mortgage of real or person 
value over $TOO, for each $500 or 

PASSAGE TICKET. Passage tfcket for a 
a foreign port, except those Jn Br 
Amerf ca, prf ce up to $35, 

Over $35 to $50, 
For each addltional $50 or frac 

POWER OF ATTORNEY. 
Power of attorney for the sale or 

~r0T~fe~~~~sor0dt~Yd!~~s0th!~~o~ 

al property, 
fraction, 

n¥ voyage to 
I i sh North 

ti on, 

transfer of 
he col lectlon 

Power of attorney, not specified 
, 
elsewhere, 

.50 

.50 
1.00 

.50 

.25 

.50 
PROBATE OF WILL. Probate of wil I or 

admfnfstratlon, estates valued at 
For each adaltional $1000 or fr 

letters of 5 up to $2000 ,1.00 
action, .50 

RECEIPT. Recef P.t for the payment of 
$20, except for satisfaction of mo 
court decree, or receipt for the d 

any sum over 
rt~age or 

property, el very of 

ed. TELEGRAPH. The stamp tax was rescind 

WAREHOUSE RECEIPT2• Warehouse recef pt 
of any kind, not otherwise provf de 
pub I fc or private warehouse, when t 

for goods 
d for, f n any 

he value of 
the goods ls up to $500, 

Over $500 to $1000 
for each additfonaf $1000, 

Warehouse receipt for goods of an 
otherwf se provided for, held on 
any pub I ic or prfvate warehouse 

WEIGHER'S RETURN2• Wefgher's return, 
to 5000 gounds, 

Over 5000 pounds, 

y kind, not 
storage f n 
or yard, 

quantf ty up 

.02 

.10 

.20 

.10 

.25 

• 10 
.25 

Renewal or continuance of any agreeme 
or charter, taxed at the same rate 
f nstrument. 

nt, contract, 
as the origfnal 

Rate Totals 39 

1. Rate structure changed July 13, 1866. 

BoP-elea (1937- ) 

x 

---

--
x x 

x 

---
-

--

16 

2. Tax rescfnded July 13, 1866. 
3. Tax on bf I Is of $100 or less rescinded July 14, 1870. 
4. Tax rescinded March 2, 1867. 
5. Rate structure changea March 2, 1867. 

Turner Thfs 
( 1979) Survey 

x >100 

x 1 - 2 - -

x >250 
x >10 

x >10 x >10 

x >1000 

- 1 - -x 1 

- 3 

x 1 x 1 

23 29 

For one type of document, the general receipt, I have 
deviated from the policy of listing a separate rate when­
ever a change occurred in the class of documents taxed. 
As shown in Table 4, and also described in Treasury 
Decisions outside the scope of this article, there were several 
aditions to, and deletions from, the class of documents tax­
able as receipts. These changes affected relatively few do­
cuments, and by even the strictest interpretation, for every 
period during which a distinct receipt rate could be defined, 
hundreds if not thousands of stamped receipts have sur­
vived. I have chosen to list only one rate for the entire 
period when general receipts were taxed, August 1, 1864 to 
July 14, 1870. 

all documentary taxes were rescinded, with the exception 
of the two cent tax on bank checks, drafts, or orders to 
pay, which remained in effect until July 1, 1883. 

By the Act of July 6, 1872, effective October 1, 1872, 

TheAmericanRevenuer, March, 1982 

The various tables of this and the preceding article in 
this series (Mahler, 1982) describe 148 documentary tax 
rates for 1862-1883. This total is arbitrary to a certain ex­
tent. With one exception, I have considered an assignment 
or renewal of any instrument simply as a special case of 
that instrument, rather than as a distinct rate; the excep­
tion is an assignment of lease after March 3, 1865. Bills 

· of foreign exchange drawn otherwise than in sets of three or 
more were taxed at the same rates as bills of inland 
exchange. I have considered these as a special case of in­

( Continued on next page) 
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Table 4. 

1865 Amendments/ Additions 
LEASE. 

On any assignment of a lease, a tax equal to 
that on t~e original Instrument musf be paid, 
and In addition a tax equal to that on a 
conveyance of property of equal value. 

RECEIPT. 
The tax on receipts Issued by express companies 

was rescinded. 

1866 Amendments/Addltlons 

The stamp taxes on the fol lowlng were resclnded: 
GAUGER'S RETURN. 
MEASURER'S RETURN. 
RECEIPT. Recelpt for the dellvery of property. 
WAREHOUSE RECEIPT. 
WEIGHER'S RETURN. 

CONTRACT. Sales or contracts for sale of stocks, 
bonds, gold or sliver but llont promtssory notes 
or otner securltles. If made oy brokers or 
bankers paying the speclal broker's tax, for 
each $100 or fraction, .01 

If made by any other person, for each $100 
or fractlon, .05 

Broker's contract, notef or memo of sale of 
any kind, other than he above, .10 

MORTGAGE. 
Assignment of mortgage, taxed only on the amount 

remalnlng unpald. 

1867 Amendments 

LEGAL DOCUMENTS Clncludlng ORIGINAL PROCESS). 
The stamp tax was resclnaed. 

PROBATE OF WILL. Probate of wll I or letters of 
admlnlstratlon. For estates valued at up to 
$1000, the stamp tax was resclnded. 

Over $1000 to $2000, 1.00 

1870 Amendments 

The stamp taxes on the fol lowing were rescinded: 
INLAND EXCHANGE. Notes or less than $100. 
RECEIPT. 

Bopeley Turner Thts 
(1937-8) (1979) Survey 

x 2 

x 12 

12 

>5 

land exchange, rather than a type of foreign exchange with 
separate rates matching those for inland exchange (i.e., 10 
rates in 1862, 6 in 1863, 1 in 1864). Either classification 
would be logical, but the former was apparently the intent 
of the law; otherwise, additional Foreign Exchange stamps 
would have been prepared in 1862, in all the denominations 
of the Inland Exchange stamps, to satisfy the require­
ment for matching usage. It could be argued that an appeal 
to a court of record from a court of lower jurisdiction, 
listed in the schedule of 1864, is a special case court of lower 
jurisdiction, listed in the schedule of 1864, is a special 
case of original process, i.e., one commencing a suit in a 
court of record. I have seen such an appeal dated March 
25, 1864, when an original process was the only type of 
legal document taxed, on which a .SO tax was paid. How-

ever, primarily because it is listed separately in the sche­
dule, I have counted an appeal to a court of record as a 
distinct type I rate., Of the 148 rates listed here, Bopeley 
(1937-8) gave examples of 46, the Turner collection con­
tained examples of93, and the present survey lists 116. 
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Some comments are in order on the relative accuracy 
of the numbers in Tables 1, 3 and 4. For usages which I 
suspected from the outset to be scarce, and which proved 
to be so, the numbers entered reflect my observations 
exactly. For all other usages I have not recorded all examples 
seen, and have endeavored to place lower limits on their 
numbers. For the foreign exchange rate of 1864 this esti­
mate is very close to the true figure. For others it may be 
much less accurate. The estimates for the mortgate rate of 
1863 and the lease and probate of will rates of 1864 and 

The American Revenuer, March, 1982 



The Walter Morley 
Memorial Award 

First given in 1979, the Walter Morley Memorial Award, 
named after pioneer fiscal collector and published Walter 
Morley, is given to "the most significant contribution to 
fiscal philatelic research to be originally published in The 
American Revenuer during the calendar year." The winner is 
selected by the editors of TAR on the basis or originality, 
research, interest, presentation and most importantly the 
article's contribution to the general body of fiscal literature. 

The articles considered must have been published or 
serialization completed in TAR during the previous year's 
volume. The article must have made its original appearance 
in TAR. The article may not have been written by one of 
the editors. 

This years award is given to Argentia: Consular Stamps 
of the Republic authored by G. C. Akerman of London, 
England. This article appeared in the September, 1981, issue 
of TAR. It is a fine example of competent philatelic 
research presented in an attractive easily understood manner. 
It exemplifies the author's craftsmanship. 

Previous recipients of the award are: 
- U.S. Revenue Stamped Paper Census Report by Joseph 

Einstein and committee (completed May, 1978) co-reciepient 
for 1979 with: 

- Austrian Newspaper Tax Forerunners and other Aust­
rian Stamped Paper by William Ittel and Josef Burianek 
(completed March, 1978). 

- Swedish Charta Sigillata by Esbjorn Janson (January, 
1979) for 1980. 

- United States Narcotic Order Forms by William A. 
Smiley (February, 1980) for 1981. 

later are conservative, and may be too low by several­
fold. The .25 certificate of profit usage would be a rather 
scarce one were it not for a hoard of about 300 documents 
of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company (A similar 
comment applies to the .10 certificate of profit rate of 1862; 
cf. Mahler, 1982). Likewise, the .01 inland exchange rate 
of 1863 is fairly scarce except for a very large number of 
documents of the Quincy Mining Company and the Penn­
sylvania Mine of Michigan. 

The taxes on warehouse receipts of the 1864 schedule 
present a paradox. The .10, .20, and .30 + rates are based 
on the value of the goods stored, and would seem to cover 
all possible cases. However, the .25 rate also seems to 
cover all possible cases; its wording is identical to that of the 
blanket .25 rate of 1862, except that the phrase, "not 
otherwise provided for" has been added. This phrase ap­
parently does not refer to goods not provided for by the 
other warehouse receipt rates (and in fact the only possible 
such case would appear to be goods of unknown value), 
since the same phrase appears there as well. I believe the 
phrase is intended to rule out warehouse entries taxed 
under the rates for entry of goods. For the three examples 
I have observed of the .25 rate of 1864, it appears to have 
been used as a loophole to avoid paying a higher tax based 
on the value of the goods stored. 

The following articles of this series will give, type by 
type, the exact wording of the documentary tax schedules, 
and descriptions of notable documents. 
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Post Revolutionary Iranian Revenue 

by Andrew Hall 
We have recently come across a sheet of recent Iranian 

revenues. They bear in the centre the "Allah I Islamic 
Republic" symbol, the face value of 20Rials, and they are 
printed in blue on thin almost pelure paper. Perforation is 
131/2xl3 1/4, comb, with the side margins perforated through. 
The watermark is Lion of Persia in circle and arabic in­
scription, as used for postage stamps since late 1965, side­
ways in relation to the stamps. Marginal inscriptions are 
few - a small colour dot underneath the first stamp in the 
bottom margin, and in the right hand margin two red mark­
ings: 99.08.12 and 924048. The first I take to be the date 
(1399 corresponding to 1980) and the second the serial 
number. Other values almost certainly exist, and it would be 
interesting to have details of them. 
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The Italian Electric Streetcar Workers Union 
- Its Dues Stamps 

by Marco Dlbolla 
In going through an accumulation of varied fiscal and 

other non-postal stamps of Italy, which I had recently 
acquired, I encountered several very small stamps, all of 
which were inscribed "UITE" and a denomination and year­
date. Many of these bore an obliteration with the abbre­
viation "UN. IT. TRANV. ELETTR." which means Unione 
Italiana degli Tranvieri Elettrici, and which translates as the 
title of this paper. The yeardates ranged from 1940 through 
1956, but I have none for 1944, 1946, 1947, 1948, or 
1955. Those of the fascist era also bear an "Era Fas­
cista" date in Roman numerals, such as XVIII on the 1940 
issue. The Era Fascista was measured from the fascist 
"March on Rome" of 1922, with that year being year I 
of the Era; many obliterations on other fiscal stamps of 
Italy also show this dating along with Christian era dating 
(e.g., 1936, Anno XIV). 

That these stamps were used to collect dues for the 
UITE is apparent from the fact that some of them had 
part of the dues book still adhering to their backs, also 
some of them are canceled "Rateali" which translates into 
English as "Instalments'', and union dues are often collected 
on an instalment basis. 

I list here those stamps of the UITE that I found in the 
accumulation. Doubtless there are others, and any informa­
tion concerning them should be sent to the Editor of this 
journal. 

1940 
Inscribed UITE/denomination/1940 XVIII, perforated. 

10 (lire) red 
20 (lire) red 
40 (lire) red 
45 (lire) red 
50 (lire) red 
60 (lire) green 
80 (lire) green 

120 (lire) brown 

1941 
Same design, but inscribed 1941 XIX, perforated. 
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20 (lire) red 
40 (lire) red 
45 (lire) red 
60 (lire) green 

1942 
Same design, but inscribed 1942 XX, rouletted. 

20 (lire) red 
45 (lire) red 

1943 
New design with streetcar, inscribed 1943 XXI, imperf. 
vertically. 

20 (lire) green, rouletted horizontally 
45 (lire) brown, perforated horizontally 
60 (lire) brown, perforated horizontally 

1945 
Design similar to 1943 issue, no Era Fascista date 
~~ra~. ' 

130 (lire) green with vermilion denomination, pale 
orange paper 

1949 
New design with streetcar, pert., denomination in red. 

950 (lire) blue 
1150 (lire) blue 
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The RN Update 

There have been three good reports with discov­
eries of more early dates. The year is off to a fine 
start! 

First to hand is the report of a RECEIPT bearing 
the RN-11 imprint used in Philadelphia on 12 April 
1867. This is a printed form of the Wright Bros & 
Co. and it is assumed that the form had been printed 
in some quantity. Wonder when they were printed? 
The now earliest date of use came from ARA member 
Kimber A. Wald and his co-operation is gladly ack­
nowledged. 

Next, ARA member David Hervey of Utica, NY came 
upon two checks bearing RN-J11 imprints on laven­
der paper, face printed by Wm. F. Murphy's Sons, 
ptrs, 339 Chest. St. Phila. It is noted that this firm 
used a LOT of lavender paper. Both checks were used 
on Feb. 9th, 1872. This was so astonishing that Mr. 

1500 (lire) blue 
2000 (lire) blue 
2600 (lire) blue 

1950 
Perf., denomination in black. 

950 (lire) green 
1150 (lire) green 
1500 (lire) green 
2000 (lire) green 
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Joseph S. Einstein, ARA 

An example of a RN-FAC featuring the seal 
of New York State. 

Two examples of an RN-J11 imprint on 
lavender paper used on February 9, 1872. 

Hervey asked, "could this be 1882?" but was assured 
that it surely looks like a new early. 

Not content with this bit of news, Hervey offered 
for a photo the first reported RN-FAC of Gast's 
with the New York State seal and legend. Mr. Hervey 
deals in antiques, old documents, ephemera and so 
forth so we better get in touch with him, huh? 

The third reporter, ARAer Tony Waggoner of Ash­
land, KY unearthed an RN-C17, used at Milwaukee by 
Smith, Chandler & Co. on April 26, 1870. Very pretty 
item and many thanks to Tony. He also found the 
second reported Ketcham G-type FAC with the 
Anchor in the lozenge. This item was listed but not 
illustrated in the RN handbook. This unused check is 
on the long-named National Bank of Commerce in 
New York - a real beauty! More will be heard from 
Tony Waggoner you may be sure. 

1951 
Perf., denomination in black, punctuated as shown. 
1.030 (lire) blue 
1.150 (Ii re) orange 
1.400 (lire) blue 
1500 (lire) orange 

1.600 (lire) blue 
2000 (lire) orange 

1952 
Perf., denomination in black. 
1200 (lire) pink 
1500 (lire) pink 
2000 (lire) pink 
2600 (lire) pink 

(Continued on next page) 
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The President's Page 

THIS IS 1982 ... 
which is an even-numbered year. In accordance with the 
Bylaws, we will be producing later this year, if all goes 
as planned, a new Directory. Publication, of course, cannot 
be accomplished until all of the forthcoming (June) 
election results are known. Portions of the effort may be 
started earlier, but one of the iast things to be accom­
plished is the membership roster. If you have had any 
changes in your interest (since the 1980 model for those 
who are in it) please inform Secty Bruce Miller at the 
earliest opportunity. He has no easy task, so your soon­
est help will be appreciated. A postcard will suffice, and 
his address is in the masthead. Similarly, if you plan to 
advertise therein, please contact Adv. Mgr. John Bobo 
so arrangements may be made. 

WESEEBYTHEPAPERS 
. . . that the India Study Circle has instituted a special 
show award which will be available to selected shows in 
the USA I Canada for the best exhibit of material in­
cluding REVENUES, for the area which includes India, 
The Convention States, The Native (Princely?) States, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Burma or "used abroad". Contact 
for further details: D. B. Griffin, 16 The Down, Tus­
caloosa, Ala 35401, USA. 
... that Scott Publishing Co. (according to a letter from 
Frank Trumbower, President thereof, which appeared in 
a non-US philatelic newspaper) has plans to expand 
(eventually) its recent Canadian Specialized Catalog to 
include REVENUES. It is hoped that Scott will be con­
tacting the ARA (and the Canadian Revenue Society of 
the BNAPS) for assistance when the time comes,-and that 
the catalog at that time can be truly specialized. 

COMMENTARY: THE OLD FAMILIAR SONG 
What follows is reproduced from a non-US philatelic 

magazine. Since its Editor is an ARAer, it comes as a 

1953 
Perf., denomination in black. 
1,500 (lire) light blue 
1,500 (lire) light blue 
2,000 (lire) light blue 

1954 
Perf., denomination in black. 
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G. M. Abrams 

surprise that there was no challenge to this statement .... 
Cayman Islands - a warning here: the Crown Agents 

announced (as if they were postage stamps) the reprint­
ing of four revenue stamps with a total face value of 
F84.55. I have also noted them offered by a major whole­
saler. These are not postage stamps, they have no postal 
or philatelic interest and they are most unlikeiy ever to 
appeal to investors; so do not feel that for the sake of 
"completeness" you need in any way worry about buying 
these costly labels. 

(BUT there is no comment on the Disney or Royal 
Wedding or potentially forthcoming Royal Pregnancy 
labels now being touted as investment material ... gma) 
WE GET LETTERS 

From member George Griffenhagen, the following: I 
refer to your write-up of the British Guiana revenue 
pictured in the Nov-Dec 1981 issue of TAR, President's 
Page. It certainly looks like it could be a medicine tax 
stamp. It carries the same language of the 1885 British 
medicine tax stamps (I.e., "This Stamp Implies No Gov­
ernment Guarantee). 

In my ATA Handbook #76 Medicine Tax Stamps 
Worldwide, page 125, I wrote: 

" ... the Combined Court (the Local Parliament) in 
British Guiana considered a motion in 1910 to place a four 
percent tax on proprietary medicines. However, it was 
pointed out that all medicines imported into the colony 
already paid duty, and that if a stamp tax were placed 
on proprietary articles, the consumer would be taxed 
twice. Thus the motion lost." 

Could.the British Guiana .. be a proof which was never 
issued? Or could the Combined Court later have enacted 
an even stiffer tax (8¢ on 64¢ and under)? Best Regards, 
and signed. 

We wish to express our thanks to George for this 
suggestion. Anyone else have romments? 

4200 (lire) magenta 
4800 (lire) magenta 
5000 (lire) light blue 
6200 (lire) light blue 

1956 
Perf., denomination in red 
3900 (lire) blue 
4500 (lire) blue 
5900 (lire) blue 
7800 (lire) blue 
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Secretary's Report 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

In accordance with Article 4, Section 2(c) as amended December 31, 1979, of the 
ARA By-Laws, the following have applied for membership in the ARA. If the Secre­
tary receives no objections to their membership application by the last day of the 
month following publication the applicants will be admitted to membership. 

WILLIAM E. CARRICK 3712, 864 W. Yale St., Ontario, CA 91762, by G. M. Abrams_ 
Mainly taxed photos; also gen I US fed revs. 

KENNETH A. GOETTEL 3719, Box 12, Contract Station 24, Washington Univer­
sity, St. Louis, MO 63130, by Linn's. US, British. 

JERRY R. GRIMM 3717, 718 Ann St., Duryea, PA 18642, by Eric Jackson. US 
Scott-listed revs; PA state tax stamps. 

JAMES J. HARPER 3714, 502 E. Monroe, Iola, KS 66749, by G. M- Abrams. 
PO seals, rev stpd paper, cordials, wines, etc. 

DR. IRVING IMBER 3715, 1422 Rose Virginia Rd., Reading, PA 19611, by Eric 
Jackson, M&M, telegraphs. 

JONATHON W. KENNEDY 3724, 5614 Delaware Dr_, Oxon Hill, MD 20745, 
by Eric Jackson. Mainly Scott-listed US revs, also cinderellas and BOB. 

ROBERT F. KING 3720, 318 Dublin Rd., Marlborough, NH 03455, by Eric 
Jackson. Ducks and wines, turkey stamps_ 

BARBARA LEHMANN 3725, PO Box 460, East Setauket, NY 11733, by APS. 
Collector/ dealer, B&W Stamps, Inc .. all. 

JOSEPH LILLY 3713, 1001 Freedom Circle, Harleysville, PA 19438, by G. M. 
Abrams. US revs. 

PETER K. OPPENHEIM 3722, 230 Cervantes Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94123, by 
APS. US revs, M&M. 

ROBERT M. PAULEN 3718, 33 Surrey Lane, Tenafly, NJ 07670, by G. M. 
Abrams. US first 3, incl proofs and essays. 

EDWARD A. (AL) PETERSON 3716, 2730 Cibola Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 
80917, by G. M. Abrams. RR stamps, anything relating to trains and trolleys. 

Lone Star Discovery 
by Roger Patterson, ARA 

Some time ago I bought an envelope of mixed documents 
from a stamp company; a blind purchase that proved a 
bargain. The small lot produced several deeds and receipts 
with nice revenues, and the unusual item herein illustrated. 

This check bears a diagonal half of the battleship revenue, 
Scott #R166, 4¢ pale rose, for the 2¢ tax. It is neatly 
tied to the paper with a clear, dated bank cancellation. 

Cutting stamps in this manner was a custom employed 
rarely in postal and fiscal duties. The practice was as old 
as adhesives. 

Apparently, the Whitney Bank used four-cent stamps when 
two-centers were exhausted, and the war tax on checks due 
to expire. I feel this improvision must have involved a 
number of checks at that banking house in mid-1901. Other­
wise, it seems, entire stamps would have been squandered 
for a very few transactions. It might be argued, on the other 
hand, that a solitary revenue was divided on June 25, 1901. 

As a collector with varied interest, I was pleased to 
acquire anything so elusive as an early check from the Lone 
Star State. 

Whitney is located in Hill County, on the old Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas Railroad, and north of Waco. 

Perhaps the other half of the battleship is part of someone's 
collection - or waiting to be salvaged out in Texas. 
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STEVEN E. RUECKER 3723, PO Box 10062, Phoenix, AZ 85064, by APS. Dealer, 
Phoenix Stamp Shop. 

LAWRENCE D. TAUSCH 3721, Rt. 1, Box 60AM, Loranger, LA 70446, by G. M. 
Abrams. US revs and newspaper stamps. 

Highest membership number assigned on this report is 3725. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Numbers 3670-3696 

REINSTATED FROM 1982 NPD LIST 
Lucien H. Rousseau 
H_ Harrison Mitchell 
William Christensen 
Peter V. N. Philip 
C_ R. Haggerty 
Richard C. Witt 
William Florentz 
Vern H. Witt 
Donald Hayes 
R. A. Stringfield 
Evan MacBride 
R. H. Jenkinson 
M. K. Bhojak 
Malcolm R. Turner 
Alex H. Koritz 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
Previous membership total ..... . 
Applications for membership . 
Reinstated from NPD list ... 
Current membership total .. 

. ... 1543 
14 
16 

. .... 1573 

U.S. Foreign Service Fee Stamps 
discontinuance of use 

by I. Irving Silverman, ARA 
The following letter was received by me a number of years 

ago. It explains the reasons for the discontinuance of the 
Foreign Service Fee stamps. I don't believe that this par­
ticular information has been published before. 
Dear Mr. Silverman: 

Reference is made to your letter of July 13, 1956 requesting 
certain information concerning the discontinuance of the use 
of United States Foreign Service fee stamps. 

You are informed that the discontinuance of the use of these 
fee stamps was authorized by Public Law 101, Eighty-fourth 
Congress, approved June 28, 1955, which repealed section 
10 of the Act of April 5, 1906 (34 Stat. 102) as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 1196). Under regulations issued by the Depart­
ment of State on September 7, 1955, the use of fee stamps 
was discontinued as of the close of business on September 
30, 1955, and arrangements were made for the destruction 
of the remaining stamps after an audit of the fee stamps and 
the fee stamp records. A limited number of fee stamps were 
retained by the Department for historical purposes. 

United States Foreign Service fee stamps have never been 
available for sale to stamp collectors, and the Department's 
regulations prohibited their use other than as evidence of fees 
collected for certain services rendered by members of the 
United States Foreign Service. 

Sincerely yours, 
Allyn C. Donaldson 

Director 
Office of Special Consular Services 

When a stamp does a "fade" to a delicate "shade" 
Thru the action of chemical juices 

It goes from a "pink" to a "salmon", I think, 
Though compilers declare that it "puce" is. 

Anon. 
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READER'S ADS 
POSTAL NOTES: PN 1-18 Complete used set 
$1.25 stamps or coin. Beutel, P. 0. Box 8, 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566. 

PUERTO RICO REVENUES PRE-1900 
5 different $ 4,50 
recentt revenues 5 dif. $ 4.00 
both lots $ 8.00 INSTRUOTIONS: 

--25ft per line 
--pay in advance 
--you type copy, one copy for each 

insertion 
--maximum line length 93mm 
---single space on white paper 
--Your copy is reduced photographic-

RBGISTRATICN lABELS - World bags 
tremendous variety, s,ooo for us! 
75.oo (post paid by registered air 
mail). Airmail labels, 1,000 for 
Us$ lo.oo. BARATA, Rua Ricardo 
Jorge 9 /2/E, 1700 Lisboa, PORTUG\L, 

Benny Muniz, Box 11605 Caparra 
P.R. 00922 

B<llDS & STOCK CERTIFICATES always 
wanted! Please sell to me! Ken Prag 
Box 531AR, Burlingame, Calif. 94010 

ally and printed as you send it. 

1'111 .\llBRICAJI l!IVDUD - bacldelNH, 
1966 tbru 1981 complete pl• 62 
1uuee before 1966, oldut i• July 
1950. Total of 221 different plwi 
11 auppl__,ta not oounted. Beat 
ottar Dftr l50 I recine 1D three 
.....u. Poatpaid, Jobn r Baron, 

~· us BBYEWUBS (nl>DAL 01 HAU) 
Will exollup tor •ew Zealand Wage11 Tax 
11taapa ot hiper catalog, or •z c-. 
(7our choice~ Wage tax catalog a81lt tree 
on exchange of 50+ ataapa.llalcola '1'urner, 
5 Bllkdale ld.,Pare11ata,Wgtn,Xew Zealand. 

THE AMERICAN REVENUER--backissues. 
I have purchased printer's remainders 

.and have many a va ila ble from mld-
196os ti 1976, several year runs 
remain, $15 each, single copies 
$1 .25 each, pp. Kenneth Trettin, 
Rockford, Iowa 50468-0056 

P,O, Doz 723, loymnrood, WJ. ~6. 

SPRINGER CATALOGUES 
New 9th edit., 76 pp1. 307 illus. S6. 
8th edit., 48 pp, 270 illus., $4. 
7th edit., l+I+ pp, 196 illus., $3. 
Postage 70¢ per order. s. Springer, 
3761 w. 117th, Hawthorne, CA 902~0. 

TRAINS ON REVENUES WANTED. (Railway 
parcels, tax, telegraphs.) Algeria, 
Argentina, China, Costa Rica, Ecua­
do~. Gennany, Guatemala, Hejaz, Nic­
aragua, Uganda, others? Joe Murphy 
1868 Halekoa Dr. Honolulu, HI 96821 

BATTLESHIPS WANTED - Imperf. Pairs 
Plate Nos. Buy or trade - Glennon 
5220 So. Glennon Drive, Whittier, 
CA90601 

Revenue Unit Columns from The Am-

We pay M each for Scott listed US revenues. 
Cut or punch cancels OK. 

. erican PiiTIBterrsr,-a recent°Quart­
erman publication, 237 pages, hard 
cover, $35 postpaid~ K Trettin, 
Rockford, Iowa 50460-0056 Domsall 904 wright #4B Ricluoond, CA 94804 

The Taxpaid Letters 
(With this issue we begin a series of letters ostensibly 

written by a senior revenue collector to a junior collector. I 
do not know the true identity of the author, but that is 
unimportant. The letters are both entertaining and enlight­
ening . .. kt) 

Dear Editor: 
My uncle, whom I shall call Taxpaid, for reasons I will 

explain presently, died recently as the result of a stroke. 
Our family, knowing of his philatelic interests and of my 
small experience in the field, place on me after a respectful 
period of time, the task of disposing of his philatelic mat­
erial which was of no interest to them. 

Most of his stamps were sold by private treaty and nothing 
further of that matter is present concern. Among his 
effects was a packet of correspondence of which most con­
sisted of copies of business letters which have been burned. 
There were, however, carbon copies of letter written over a 
period of several years to my deceased brother who also had 
philatelic interests and whom I shall call Decal. 

The letters were saved because it seemed that several of 
these letters might be of possible interest to people who 
collect revenue stamps. As the author of the letters was a 
member of The American Revenue Association I have for­
warded them to you. 

I have edited the letters by deleting dates and family 
gossip, altered certain specific details, and have assigned fic­
tional names to the people involved to spare identification 
of those now living, including myself, and thus avoid any 
possible embarassment. 

Our whole family agreed that you and possibly a select 
few friends might find them informative, and above all 
morally instructive if not uplifting. They were in fact letters 
from a Senior to a Junior Revenuer. 

Letter 1 

Dear Decal: 

Sincerely yours, 
Facsimile 

Your last letter, in general pleased me greatly. I was de­
lighted that at last you have summoned the courage to come 
out of the closet, so to speak, and admit that you are now a 
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dedicated revenue stamp collector. Unbeknownst to you I 
have worked long and hard in bringing you to this glorious 
new beginning. 

Little did you realize that through gradual steps over a 
very long period you were being weaned from The Enemy, 
the postage stamp people, to that virgin field grossly re­
ferred to by The Enemy as BOB collecting. 

Now however I must repremand you. You also used this 
pernicious acronym, BOB, in your letter, though without 
thinking, I am sure. I must say, it offends me greatly and 
I would hope you would maintain your guard so as to avoid 
its use in the future, even inadvertently. Revenue stamps 
were around long before postal issues and obviously they 
should be placed in the front of the book not the back of 
the book. Clearly there had to be tax collections before the 
penny post could be subdized. Enough; I excuse for your 
ignorance. 

It now befalls quite naturally that you follow my lead in 
securing others, souls to our ranks. Indeed, in your last 
letter you indicated your great enthusiasm in accepting, in 
this regard should we say, the missionary position. 

I must hasten immediately, dear Decal, to set you on a 
proper course of action. Postage stamp collectors in contrast 
to revenue stamp collectors are, by and large, a very slippery 
lot and your activities will require considerable finesse. As 
you will recall from your own earlier unenlightened days of 
postage stamp collecting you initially considered revenue 
stamps with some distaste if not outright loathing. There­
for conversion of others by the "show and tell" technic 
is likely to prove of little success. Equally ineffectual will 
be tirades, for example agains the collecting of nudes on 
postage stamps, particularly in this permissive age of the 
gatefold, or against collecting of mint sheets which the Evil 
Post Office Fathers in the Capitol declare is patriotic and 
even interesting. Rather you will need to employ technics 
of misdirection and indirection which inherently are rather 
slow though in the end most effective. 

Recall how your attitudes changed in the past and use this 
memory as a guide to your campaign and keep me informed 
how you progress with your missionary work. 

Your affectionate Uncle 
Taxpaid 

TheAmericanRevenuer, March, 1982 



AS A SERVICE TO THE MEMBERSHIP: 
CATALOGS: 

Note new items added to list. Some available from over­
seas, are being stocked as a convenience to our U.S. 
members. New prices are in effect as a result of current and 
anticipated higher postage costs. Many of these items are 
in short supply. 

-Byrum Supplemental Stamp Catalog (pages only) listing 
telegraph, telephone, return letter, Surtax, Local, and other 
unlisted stamps, approx. 380 pages Postpaid: 

In U.S. $18.75 
To Canada $19.75 

-Liechtenstein Revenue Catalog (Erler) 
To Europe $20.75 

$3.00 
-Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Germany 

Part I Federals (Erler) $11.50 
-Same, Par II, German Colonies: 

Overseas Steamship Stamps $4.00 
-Same, Part 111, Old German States, A to K (Erler) $15.00 
-Same Part IV, Old German States, L to W (Erler) $13.00 
-Same, Part V, Danzig, Memel, Oberschiesien (Erler) $11.00 
-Same, Part VI, Saargebeit $6.50 
-Same, Part VII, State Court Fees from 1945 $8.00 
-Wurzburg Rev. Stamps for Street & Bridge Taxes $4.00 
-Revenue stamped Paper of Prussia $4.00 
-Supplement to RR Stamps of Mainland Australia-

gratis for #10 addressed stamped envelope or will 
be sent upon request if salesbooks requested. 

CANADA REVENUES 
BOT&SOLD 

WANT LISTS APPRECIATED 
PLUS ... 

QUARTERLY AUCTION 

g?ne1<71 rentu-Jte:J, cfnc. 
P.O. BOX 1242 

COQUITLAM. B.C. 
CANACA V3.J 6Z9 

-HONGKONG-
catalog. Huygen, Full Color, Fully Illustrated 

7'12 x 10Y2' - 122 PP. 

$10.63PPD. 

Limited Quantities Slick Magazine Stock 

JOHNS.BOBO 
1668 Sycamore St - Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 

-German Christmas Seal Catalog, to 1980 (Erler) 
-Romania Revenues w I German Occupation opts 
-Revenue Stamps of Austria, Part I (Erler) 
-Revenue Stamps of Austria, Part II (Erler) 
-Austro-Hungary Military Border (eagle opts 

on Hungary) 
-Revenue Stamps of Czechoslovakia (hard cover) 

(Erler) 
-Rev. Stamps of British Occup. of Italian Colonies 

WWII 
- The Revenue: Railway Stamps of Tasmania 

$3.75 
$1.00 

$12.00 
$12.00 

$3.50 

$15.00 

$3.00 

(Craig/ Ingles) $7.00 
- The Railway Stamps of Mainland Australia 

(Craig/Ingles) $11.75 
-Fiscal Stamps of Yugoslavian States (Spajic / lttel) $12.00 
-British Commonwealth Revenue Catalog 

(Barefoot I Hall) $25.00 
-Fiscal Stamps of Portugal: Colonies (Barata) $21.50 

Catalogs are post-paid in the US at book rate. For Canada 
and overseas (sea-mail), add 50¢ to each one or two books 
ordered. 

ARA SALES DEPT. 
DONALD L. DUSTON 

Sales Manager 
131425thSt. 

Peru, ILL. 61354 

•******************************* • * 

~OH NO!~ 
• * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * t DID YOU MISS OUR BOOKS? i 
• Three Classic Revenue Texts by Elliot Perry, * ! under the pen name of Christopher West : 
• * 
• The Revenue Stamps of the United States * ! 144 pp., cloth 21.95 : 

• United States Match and Medicine Stamps * ! 144 pp., cloth 24.95 : 

! Private Die Match Stamps !: 
:; 288 pp., cloth 44.95 ; 

• * • WARNING: Only about 30 per cent of our stock re- * 
• mains on two of the above books! * 
• * ! Castenholz and Sons : 
• 1055 Hartzell Street * 
• Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 * 
• * 
•******************************* 



DUCKS, FISH & GAME 347 

Stamps Bought and Sold 
State and Federal in NH, LH, no gum, signed and faulty conditon at 
competitive prices. PRINTS, Frames & Albums also available. Send Stamps 
or Want List for prompt service. Duck Plates also wanted. 

er~ DAVID H. BOSHART 
(Investment Consultant & Appraiser) 

2221 Flora Ava. • Fort Myers, FL 33907 813-939-2425 

WORLDWIDE REVENUES 
bought and sold 

CANADIAN REVENUES OUR SPECIALTY - 16 page 
illustrated Canada revenue pricelist & 2 latest illustrated 
"ReveNews" bulletins crammed with worldwide revenue 
offers $1. by Airmail. 

We urgently require collections, accumulations and dealer 
stocks of Canadian and Worldwide revenues. 

-WILL TRAVEL FOR LARGE HOLDINGS-

Canada's only full-time revenue dealer since 1970. 

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd., P .0. Box 300 
Bridgenorth, Ont., Canada KOL lHO. 

ARA ASDA 

YOUR BEST BET 

FOR U.S. REVENUES 
We continually maintain an extensive and 

specialized stock of U.S. Revenues, featuring 
all Scott-listed categories including Private Die 
Proprietaries; Taxpaid Revenues including Tin­
foils; State Revenues; and U.S. Possessions 
Revenues. We also stock selected U.S. Cin­
derellas. We encourage serious collectors to 
send a want list for custom approvals. 

Address inquiries to Eric Jackson. 

WHITTIER PHILATELIC SERVICES 
P.O. Box 651 

Whittier, CA 90608 
(213) 698-2888 ARA ASDA APS SRS 

345 

The Complete Revenuer 

What we can offer you: 

REVENUE POSTAL AUCTION • held three times a year 
devoted entirely to Revenue material from all over the world -
scarce singles and sets, one country lots and collections, proofs 
and specimens. Free illustrated catalogue on request. 

CATALOGUES · we stock literature on the Revenues of the 
world and publish catalogues on Great Britain & Commonwealth 
plus various European countries. Free details on request. 

SPECIALIST REGISTER· if you have a special requirement we 
will keep your name on file and write direct whenever we have 
suitable material. 

We are also leading dealers in the postage stamps of Europe to 
1945. Our FREE lists cover sets and singles, proofs, postal 
history, lots and collections etc. Let us know your favorite. 

WANTED • we are keen to buy good quality material - in 
particular European postage stamps and Revenues of all 

countries. We also accept Revenue 
•• A material on commission for our 
~ Auctions. Please send us details first 
~ ofitemsyouwishtosell. 

J. BAREFOOT (INVESTMENTS) LTD. 
5 Bootham. YORK Y03 7BN 

England 

SPECIAL 344 

Scott RS174BJ, 1" Mansfield, Imperf between block, 
silkpaper, small fault, F·VF, scarce $125.00 

We maintain a stock of the first 3 revenue issues (Scott 
#R1-150), first 2 proprietary issues, Match and Medicine, 
Revenues on Documents on Checks and Revenue Stamped 
Paper (RN). We also have regular U.S. Stamps (mint & used) 
& Postal History as well. We will gladly submit approvals 
against proper references. Minimum shipment $100. Max­
imum $2000. 

W.R. WEISS, JR. 
1519 HAUSMAN AVE. 

ALLENTOWN, PA 18103 

A.S.D.A., A.P.S., S.P.A., A.A.A., etc. 
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