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A Place for Revenue Stamps in the
FINLANDIA 88 ExhibitionEditor:

(The following item appeared in one of the bulletins for the
FIT sanctioned international philatelic exhibition FINLAN -
DIA 88 which will be held in Helsinki , Finland,on June 1-12 ,
1988. While many collectors would like to see revenue stamps
accepted in the traditional competitive classes, it should be
realized that this is a major departure from the policy of
international exhibitions outside of North America. While
revenue material may never be allowed into the traditional
classes, revenue collectors should not allow this opportunity
to pass by without action. A strong positive response at
FINLANDIA may eventually gain us the status of a special
class in the internationals just as topicals, postal history,
aerophilately and literature now enjoy. This is a chance to
show the philatelic world that revenues are a mature and
serious facet of philately. Collectors from the U.S. interested
in showing at FINLANDIA should contact U.S . commis-
sioner , Henry Houser , 1206 Racebrook Drive , Woodbridge
CT 06525 as soon as possible. Outside the U.S. contact
FINLANDIA 88 at PL990, SF-00101 Helsinki, Finland , for
the address of your commissioner. We wish to thank member
Brock R. Covington for alerting us to this information.)

In the early years of philately, collecting the revenue stamps
that authorities issued was just as respected and acceptable as
collecting postage stamps. So in the 1880s stamp albums still
had special pages for revenues. Similarly it was normal for
them to be included in the stamp catalogues of the time. What
is really quite amazing is that collecting them came to an
almost complete end around the time of the First World War.
In 1915 A. Forbin’s universal catalogue of revenue stamps
still appeared, but was followed by several decades of com-
plete silence. In 1944 E.A. Heilman published a catalogue of
Finnish revenue stamps, by virtue of which there was a brief
surge of interest in collecting them here in Finland, only to
disappear again ten years later. It is gratifying that in recent
there has anyway been a revival of interest in revenues around
the world. So dozens of catalogues and studies have made
their appearance all the way from Egypt and Ethiopia to the
petty states of India, not to mention Europe where almost
every country has some kinds of catalogues.

It is therefore perfectly justifiable, in our opinion, to allow
the introduction of revenue stamps in our exhibition. This is
by no means unique in FIP exhibitions, for example INTER-
PHIL 76 in Philadelphia had a number of revenues collections
in the competitive class itself, the best of them being awarded

(FINLANDIA—continued on page 141 )
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Montana Territory, 1866

Virginia City, Mont.
May 20th 1866

J.W. Taylor, Esq.
Dear Sir:

I have often been minded to write to you, giving you some idea of what I have been doing in Montana:—the difficulties I have had to contend with, and annoyances to bear with, in organizing this Collection
District:—and while I do not claim any undue credit for what I have accomplished,—for I havedone no more
than faithfully discharged my official duties,—I nevertheless feel a pride in the fact, that a grater success has
been attained, than the most sanguine
could have anticipated:—and I am con-
vinced that few men would have under-
taken what I have, in such a community
as this—and I am equally well satisfied
that I owe much of my success in enforc-
ing the revenue law, to my previous
acquaintance with men and manners in
Montana, as well as the knowledge, by
those with whom I came in contact, that
their threats of personal violence would
not prevent me from doing my duty.

When I first entered upon the duties of
my office, I had neither blanks nor a
copy of the Rev. Law:—the only book
of service to me being Boutwells Man-

They generally went over about the
same ground:—said they were “loyal
and believed in paying their taxes” but
there were many who didn’t believe in
it, and wouldn’ t pay. They wanted to
know what would be done with delin-
quents:—if I’d try to enforce the law:—
if I thought I could do it without the aid
of a Regiment of soldiers and other such

Well, the advertised time passed, and
there were over 100 delinquents. I
immediately gave each one a person
notice, (as I had no department blanks
for that purpose) that I’d seize and dis-
train within 10 days, if the duties were
not paid. This brought in about fifty
more, and at the expiration of ten days,
I issued warrants for the remainder and
seized property. But many of the war-
rants were returned unsatisfied, al-
though I knew the parties had money.

I then gave public notice that every
delinquent would be indicted at the next
term of the court (U.S.). This produced
no effect, but loud talking and threats,
and some of my friends advised me, for
fear of trouble, to let the Collection of
duties pass by “for this time.”

I told them all, that all who violated
the law inadvertently would be favored
more than the law required me to favor
them, but that wilfull offenders should
be punished:—that I was sent here to
Collect U.S. Taxes, and I’d do it or
resign.

I often thought of your counsel while
I was east:—that it was not expected by
the Department that I would place
myself in jeopardy in the discharge of
my duties. But I determined that I would
at once settle the question whether I
should yield to them, or they to the
law:—and at the session of the Court, I
had every delinquent indicted:—60 or
70 in all. This really astonished them,
and they concluded that Montana was in
the United States, instead of Secessia.

I deemed it to be a matter of the most
imperative necessity, that an example

.. .issuing but one blank
[USIR Licenses] for several oc-

cupations, these were not
sufficient, and I was forced to

get blanks printed here or
suspend Collections...

ual.
The Assessor had a copy of the law,

but lived 65 miles away. My knowledge
of the law, therefore, was confined to
what I remembered of it; after having
read it one day in Washington. After the
lapse of six weeks I borrowed a copy of
the law from a “pilgrim.” Then I had no
blanks. Twenty (20) blank licenses
were received from the Department and
these were all. I borrowed four hundred
of the Collector of Utah:—but with
economy in their use issuing but one
blank for several occupations, these
were not sufficient, and I was forced to
get blanks printed here or suspend Col-
lections.

Upon receiving my first list, I gave
notice in our city paper of the time when
the duties would be due:—and posted
about two hundred notices in this
county. Within two or three days after
posting these notices some twelve or
fifteen men came into my office to talk
with me about the collection revenue.

questions. I told them that I should
enforce the law, after giving full notice
to all persons, and that I didn’ t think that
I’d need any military force, but if I did
I’d get it. They advised me not to “press
the matter” on the start, for fear of
trouble. They came they said, “to advise
with me as friends.” These men did not
all come together, but in parties two or
three at a time, and at first I thought
nothing of it—but the questions asked
by different parties were so similar, my
suspicions were aroused, and I plainly
saw that it was a preconcerted plan.
Sometimes a man was more violent than
the others, and would say that he owed
no allegiance to any government, but
that of Jeff Davis, and that I need not
expect to collect a tax from him, for he
wouldn’t pay it.
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should be made of these wilfull offend-
ers, and that the supremacy of the law
should be maintained; and having
shown them that I would enforce the
law, I asked the Judge to fine them but
five cents and costs. This satisfied them

Angevine had made no collections, as
he was just entering upon his duties, yet
he would have made a most efficient
officer. I lost $40 Revenue Stamps that
I had given him.

It has be necessary that I should have
thorough, and brave men as Depu-
ties:—men who can take care of them-
selves if trouble arises.

In the States a Collector advertises
that he will be at A— on Monday, at B—
, on Tuesday, and so on. Now suppose
that I were to adopt this course here:—
that I were to notify the public that I’d be
at Blackfoot on the 10th and at Hell
Gate, on the 12th of May, to receive
taxes. Such an advertisement would be
a notice to all the “Road Agents” (high-
waymen) in the country that a man with
some money would be travelling to road
from Blackfoot to Hell Gate on May
11th, and it is not probable that the
Collector would ever get to Hell Gate.
Deputy Collectors cannot be found,
who will take such risks. Neither is it
practicable here, to pursue the old round
about system of making returns,
adopted in the States. There Assistant
Assessors make their returns to the
Assessor,—the Assessor to the Collec-
tor—and the Collector to his Deputies in
the various Divisions. To do this here

payment of a large portion of the tax as
least a month before an imperative
demand could be legally made.

I have felt anxious, at times, concern-
ing the safety of money in the hands of
my Deputies, of that possession. My
safe is but a small one, but is the best one
I can get in Montana, without purchas-
ing one:—and as I have not the fullest
confidence in its burglar-proof quali-
ties, I sleep near it and the office is very
rarely left alone. Up to this time no
Depository has been created for Mon-
tana, and some difficulty has been expe-
rienced in sending my Collections to a
Depository in the States. Early in the
Spring parties could be be found, by
whom money could safely be sent:—
but after the robbery of the Coach on the
Salt Lake road, last June, in the Port
Necef Canon, of $60,000 and the mur-
der of the passengers who carried it, it
has been difficult to find persons willing
to take the risk for any pay. In the States
you have some guaranty of protection
while traveling:—but not so here. This
coach was driven into the ambush, by
the regular driver, who was suspected a
few months later, was arrested, con-
fessed his crime, and was hanged by the
Vigilantes. He said here were thirteen
of the robbers.

Sometimes a man was more
violent than the others, and
would say that he owed no

allegiance to any government,
but that of Jeff Davis, and that I
need not expect to collect a tax

from him...

that I did not care for the moiety of fines,
(which I might have had put at $100.00
each), but only that the law should be
observed.

Two only were abusive:—and after
bearing all I could from them, I stepped
in front of my counter, and told them not
to speak another word in my office, or
I’d thrash them as they had never been
thrashed before. This quieted them, and
they soon left.

“Let no man despise thee,” is the
advise of St. Paul to Titus, and the time
may come, when forbearance ceases to
be even a Christian virtue. The rebels
may hate me, but they shall not despise
me. I will have their respect, even if I
have to flog it out of them.

The District of Montana is one of
largest in the United States:—that por-
tion of it containing settlements, and
over which I have repeatedly traveled,
and which my Deputies occupy, being
as large as the State of New York. The
circuit of the mining camps at the pres-
ent time, is about 1400 miles, of which
about 300 may; be traveled by coach,
the balance 1100 miles on horseback,
and this distance cannot be travelled
over, at best, in less time than 15 days,
for a constant ride, a day after day, of 75
miles each day, is all a man can bear. To
organize this vast District, was no easy
task, and I ran the risk of losing my scalp
on two different occasions. One of my
first Deputy, Frank Angevine, formerly
in the Collectors Office in Colorado,
was killed a Ophir by the Blood Indians.
His death necessitated a journey by me
to his Division, which I did not espe-
cially desire to take in view of the con-
tinued hostility of the Bloods. Mr.

One of my first Deputy, Frank Angevine. ..was killed at Ophir by
the Blood Indians. I lost $40 Revenue Stamps that I had given him.
It has been necessary that I should have thorough, and brave men as

Deputies:—men who can take care of themselves if trouble arises.

In order to secure the services of
competent Deputies, I have been forced
to pay them well, and trust to the liber-
ality of the Department for reimburse-
ment.

My District is now thoroughly organ-
ized, and it is not without a feeling of
satisfaction that I look upon the results
of what has been the severest labor of
my life. At times, I have been almost
discouraged, as it seemed as if every-

thing was working against me, and but
for a determination to do thoroughly
what I set about doing, I’d have given up
my position long ago. I can get the same
salary ($4,000) in occupations carrying
with them no such responsibilities as
those which attach to my office; but I

(Letter—continued on page 141 )

would involve a delay of from four to
eight weeks:—for that time would
elapse after the assessments, before
Deputy Collectors would receive the
lists, and in the mean time, many of the
assessed persons would have “stam-
peded.”

In Montana, each assistant Asses-
sor delivers to the Deputy Collector that
Division daily, a list of assessments, and
the Deputy makes immediate demand. I
think the same plan might be advanta-
geously pursued in the States also. My
experience is, that a large share of tax-
payers, are as ready to pay when first
assessed, as a month later:—and a cour-
teous suggestion that a Deputy Collec-
tor was ready to receive the tax at the
time of assessment, would ensure the
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ARA Auction 31
Closing Date September 16, 1987

Please read and observe the rules as found on the mailing
wrapper around this issue and in the Auction Notes found on
this page.
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Auction Notes
you can raise it. No information
will be given regarding the high
bid.

4. Winning bidders will be sent an
invoice and lots will be sent when
payment is received unless the
total due is $10 or less in which
case the lots will be mailed with
the invoice. Invoices are due
when received.

5. Lots not properly described must
be returned forthwith.

Consignors please note the follow-
ing:

1. Do not send more than one of a
particular item unless you are
willing to have all of them in-
cluded in the same lot.

2. Please send an inventory with
your material. Blank inventory
forms are available for an SASE.

3. The following material appears to
be most in demand:

This issue of The American Revenuer
contains Auction 31, the sixth in the
renewed series. To date approximately
$16,000 worth of revenues and related
material have found new owners. If
sufficient material is received there will
be three auctions a year, in the March,
July/August and November/December
issues. Material for Auction 32 must be
received by October 19, 1987.

Bidders please note the following:
1. There is a $5 minimum bid.

Lower bids will not be honored.
2. Please mail your bids prior to the

closing date. If you think your
bids may be late call and let the
Auction Manager know they are
coming. Phone bids are accepted
subject to written confirmation
(phone number is in the mast-
head).

3. You can call and ask if your bid is
sufficient to win a lot and, it is not,

• Taxpaids, particularly large lots
of all different

• Printed cancels
• Scott RC-RZ items
• Match and Medicine
• Large lots of 1st issue cancels
4. There does not seem to be much of

a demand for faulty first three-
issue stamps except for high-cata-
logue value items.

5. Payment will be made within 21
days after all lots are paid for.
Unsold items will be returned.
Lots returned by buyers will be
rerun if feasible.

6. Loreign consignors—write and
describe your material prior to
sending it and also inform the
Auction Manager how payment
for lots sold should be made.
Otherwise it will be made by for-
eign draft and the cost deducted
from the net realization.
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669
642

668 &

%
i:

i
3&:

s[C

661
625 c R 89a 4 marg in',' c l ose T . ba re l y touches BL ;

f resh and 'J r
F a r ; 3 marg ins touch : F/'JF ioh )

L_ a roe l_ marg in ; touches T , cu ts F: ; heavy

ve r t i ca l c rease : F

30 .00
°5 .00636 o P39 a

P?6&63" o
67445 .00

mmms i ce o* imper f mar- p i ns i s shown , noPa - 1 pe r -f 1 s t i ssue revenues
G u a r a n t e e on s ing le s tamps o 6 5 o

*6P o
R 3 "c
R 2l c

Cu ts T ; l i gh t MS : F/JF ; n i ce copy ( ph )

Cu ts R ; s r r, t ea r , pu l l ed per * ;
cance l : F ^ph >

Touches B ; pen cance l : F
Touches L : ho r i z . c rease : appea rs uncan-

ce l l ed : JF
Touches T anc L; HS : F/JF
-' a i - ; t ouches T ; appea l s uncance l l ed; JF

2; touches R : Pen cc l ; - ( ph i
Touches F and 5 : JF
Cu ts L , pu l l ed oer -f : HS ; FA>F

a i ~ : c u t;, a - z. . M o r t r e a ' a - c
P l a i n RF HS cc l M l 5A: F/'J"

Bo th cu t on one s ide ; F

1 0 0 . 0 0
P e,n

C e r t . p a i r ; c u t s L ; F < p h )

.5 m m T , 1 m m B: H B c c l ; F/JF
Imper -f v e r t i c a l l y ; c l o s e R , 1 . 5 m m L ;

11/4/63 MS: F _
Close T, 1 mm Er; 2 sm t ea rs ; HS ; F ( ph)
Imper -f ve r t i ca l l y ; c lose L; 1 .5 mrr: R ;

pen cance l ; F ( ph )

100 .00
35 .00

639 o
640 o
641 o

R ib 300 .00
Rib 670 o

673
R 28 c
R2°c

12 .00
R?b

12 .00
330 .00

16 .00
642 o
643 o

R!lb
R12b

6"2 o
673
674 o
eT o

F 41 c
F' 45c
R47c
R 50 c
R 5l c
R5c:

30 .00
25 .00
75 .00
20 .00
35 .00

120 .00c

* ' 6 o
677 o ^ a s . a- -

>Af> '

67S' o F'5 ~ , 62c 20.00

&M

iM

644

656 659654 • •••

l i l i l i i

686120.00
36 .00

C lose T : 1 mm B: l i gh t HS ; F ( ph i
Cu ts L ; 1 mm T , 1 .5 mm B marg . ; JF
3 mm imper -f ma rg ins; R 36b cu ts R , R 37b
cu ts L ; F / JF

Nar row imper -f ma rg ins; F
Cer t . pa i r ; l i gh t MS; JF
5. mn-i T , ! ro r i B; 4 / 3 6/64 MS ; c rease : JF
Uer t . PA I - : touches L ; tea r be tw . s tamps

reen fo rced : 1/7/63 MS ; JF
5 cop ies , m ixed cen te r i ng: F ave rage
1 mrr: T , . 5 mm B marg ins , cen te red R :

appea rs unused : F / JF
1 mm T , 2 mm: B marg ins, cu ts L; F /'JF
3 ,5 mm T , 1 mm B ; ch ink in T marg in ;

3864 MS ( ph)

1 mrr marg. T (k B; 5/17/1863 MS ; F/JF
, 1 .5 mm B marg ins ; cu t s L ; l i gh t

MS ; F/JF ( ph )

1 mm T , 2 mm B marg ins ; touches L ;
12/28 '3 86? b lue HS; F/JF

On p iece : cu ts s l i gh t l y 7 , 1 .5 mm B;
cu ts a t R : 3/16/1863 MS ; F

1 mm: T and B ; p inho le caused by 1864 MS :
UP ( ph )

3 mm. T and B : faded MS : cu ts a t L; JG/F
3 mm T and B marg . ; 2/23/63 MS ; OF ( ph )

683R 12b
R 3 ?b
R3*-37, 40b

644 o
64 5 o
646 o

682
30 .00
17 .00
45 .00
16 .00

15 .00Cu ts 3: F
R*4 c cu ts 7, HS : 2 cop ies R 65c . m ixed
cen te r i ng, F

Cu ts P; FA-'F
Cu ts R , pu l l ed p e - ~ s B : c ' pn :
Cu ts R , b lun t oe r f s 7 ; pen cc ! ; F+ ( ph)

Touches R , pu l l ed oe r f s E : F
Touches 3 : i f gh t ho r i'z c rease : HS : JF
Touches L . cu ts 3: l i gh t HS: F ( ph i

Toucnes T and ? \ c l i pped 9 : p in ho le :
pu l l ed oe r f s: HS ; JG

Toucnes L ; HS; sound and F
C lose L; toucnes B : 5 mm rep. tea r : SON

HS : JF; qu i t e a t t r ac t i ve
Bare i y cu ts B ;
C lose L; t i ny th in ; - - JF
2 coD ies , one cu ts a t L : F
Toucnes R and B : b lun t pe r f s ; HS: F ( ph )

Cu ts L; coup le b lun t oe r f s ; F
C lose T ; touches R ; F
C lose T and R : HS; 'JF : a p re t t v s tamp
Touches B ; l i gh t MS ; JF; ve ry a t t r ac t i ve
C lose 7; touches L; p inho le marg in ;

coup le b lun t pe r f s : F
C lose L and B; l i gh t c rease : f resn .Sc JF
Cen te red , sm tea r and l i gh t c rease ;

ve ry a t t r ac t i ve ; JF ( on )

Cu ts R ; l i gh t MS: F (ph)

302 1 s t i ssue s ing les; duos bu t l a rge
va r i e t y ; mos t 1 y MS ; JG/JF : EJ 580

*7C o

*30 :
P62:
R*- . *5:R 37b

R 42b
R 42b
R43b

647 o
648 o
649 o
650 o

20.00
20 .0 C

• 25 .00
150 .00

•581 j

*82 o
632 o
684 o
c 35 o
686 o

*37 o

R"2 c
R 72c
p74c
R 76c
R77c
P79c
R7 <?c

25 .00
25 .00 30 .00p44b

R 45b
651 o
652 o 50 .00

30 .00
17 .00

8C .00
R46b
R 47b

653 o
654 o 30 .00

6 0 . 0 0300 .00
20.00

688 o
689 o

R 80 c
RS 2cP 48b

R 50 b
655 o
656 o 4C .00j mm

125 .00 •_ c . 2 0 . 0 0*90 o
691 o

*92 o
693 o
694 o
695 o
6?6 O

*97 o
698 o

P86c
RS 7c
R8Sc
?90 c
D9 \ c
R 92c
R ?3c
p? 5c
R 96c

9 '“ t
45 .00
8.00

R 52b657 o
40 .00

80 .00R 56b658 o
15 .00
35 .00
2 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0

30 .00
R5?b65= o

50 .00
50 .0 0
80 .00

R58b
R 65b

660 o

*61 o
20.00
2 0 . 0 0o

700 o
R°8 c
RIOOc

9 .354
20.00

A l l unused , m ixed cen te r i ng; FA)F
C lose T ; pen cance l ; F/JF
Touches T ; F/JF
4 cop ies, m ixed cen te r i ng: F
R i l e cen te red : R 12 c c lose L . HS : F 'J-
Touches B and R ; pen cance l ; F /JF

R 3 ,3 .4 c
F:7c

662 0

663 o
664 o
665 o

*66 o
66n G

30 .00
35 .00

20.00
24 .00
2".50

RSc
701 o
702

R I O l cR IOc
R:I-i2c

374 . C 025 .00R 12c
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n/

MRii
mos t l y RB' s , some w i th736 793 Ba t t l esh ips

HS cance l s , HH7 pe r f s ; EV 545
;

127 .00

SE R & B, s tap le ho les , uncance l l ed, VF
RD24 HS; RD22? touches S; bo th w/pe r -f i ns

and 2 SE ; F
Cu t cance l and HS ; SE R ; F/VF
RE 1 12, 1 1 8 , 129,131 ,158 .173.203; -f ew w/

•f au l t s ; r l o t
111 s tamps cnosen -f o r ee l s; mos t l y d i -f -f .
Bo th b l /24 '18 x 3) ; NH; -f r esh and VF./XF
F/VF
RJA 9-11 , 13 p lus bogus RJA 8 ; m ixed

cen te r i ng ; F/VF
RJA14 cu ts 7 ; RJA 19 touches L . McK & R
p r i n ted cc 1 ; F

Cen te red , t i ny sc rape ; F/VF
SE R ; McK & R p r i n ted cc l ; F/VF
Mixed cen te r i ng, 3 w/SE ; F
2 s/3. 1 s/4; poor cen te r i ng ; de tec t s
15 RJA 46 a , 60 RJA 46b ; w/ va r i ous cance l s
30 RJA 47 a, 50 RJA 47b; w/ va r i ous cance l s
90 s tamps , many w/de -f ec t s: va r i ous ee l s
34 s tamps , some ce -f ec t i ue ; va r i ous ee l s
R 06b , 8b , 17b, 17 d, 33d ; above ave rage
15 s tamps , mos t l v d i -f -f e ren t ; m ixed con-
d i t i on ; c lean l o t

Repa i red ; F ( ph )

C lose T ; coup le sm tea rs ; F
Creased, sm sc rape , l a rge R marg in : F/VF
Coup le sc rapes and sm th ins , so i l i ng ; F
Creased and th in ; F
Cen te red , sma l l -f au l t s ; VF
25 s tamps , mos t l y d i f f e ren t ; m ixed con-
d i t i on ; c lean l o t

Cu ts a t T ; 5 mm rep . tea r : = ( ph )

737 RD20
RD24 .229

45 .00
738 o

73 .00
65 .00RD260

RE112/203
73 ® o
740 o

17 .75
69 .55

EV 519
1 0 . 0 0

RF1/28
RI 1-2
RJ10
RJA 9/ 13

741
'42
743 0

744 o
30 .50

RJA 34 .19745 o
27 .00
35 .00
25 .00

746 o
747 o
7*18 o
74 <? 0
750 o
751 0

752 0

753 0

754
755

RJA 15
RJA 17
RJA 33-41
RJA4!
RJA 4 oa ,b
RJA 47 a ,b

58 .50
1 2 0 . 0 0

6°.50
70 .00

2 2 0 . 0 0
254 .00
EV $ 17

R 04 *13 /57693 700 701 RJA 59/77
R06b/33d
R09b/173b70 3 0 R 105 .110 R 105 touches R and 8 , HB cc l ; R 310

teuenes L and B : p inho le ; F
Touches T & L : HB cc ; doesn ' t cu t ; F/VF
Jus t cu t s L; sn a rp c lue HS : F
Cu ts L ; p inho le : F
Cu ts T ; punched and HS ee l s ; F
HS ; VF : unusua l l y n i ce
Cu ts L: sm . sc rape ; b lue ~ B cc l doesn' t

cu t ; F
C lose R ; appea rs uncance l l ed; VF
'X' pen cance l ; VF
R120 cu ts L ,
l i gh t MS ; VF

32 .00
45 .00

2S . 70
120 .00
20.00
60 .00
45 .00

704 0

'05 0
706 0

=106
R 1 03
R::3
Rl 13
RI : 4

F I 14

756
757

R 037 a
RC65a
R094d
RS4b
RS 4d
R 59b . 23a
PS21 a/ 306h

65 .00
45 .00
45 .00

759
0 -7 =r 0

'OS 0
'0 ® o

2~ .5 C 35 .00760
17 .50761

76227 .50
55 .00'10

72 1 0
Rl 16
R l 1 7
R l 20 .123

33.o 5
75 .0022 .50 763 RS70b12 0 F ; R l 23 c lose Rc rease

T;4 PE'3d
RS243a

Th ins : sm tea r : touches B
Cu ts a t 7 , coup le c reases

F.-"'VF appea r ,
c l ean and F

oC . 00
45 .00

20.00
'65
. 6 o RS245b 23 .00Wrappe r , reduced p i n h o l e s
767 = S257d Cu ts a t R ; wr ink les : F 30 .00
7 o3 0 R7. 2 RU ; m ixed cond i t i on bu t c lean 24 .85
76= RU6d Close a t o i l i ng ; F 30 .00

730

713
715

713 o R l 22 Touches T . ba re l v cu ts L ; HE doesn' t
cu t ; F/VF ( pn )

Touches R and 3 ; HB doesn' t cu t , b r i gh t
and VF

Touches T and R ; p inho le caused by HB
cance l : F ( ph i

756120 .00
714 p R l 25

30 .00
715 0 R: 28

1 0 0 . 0 0
20.00716 0 =134

R l 36
R 1 41
R l 4 ] , 1 4

Touches L ; embossed cc l ; VF
Cu ts E ; appea rs uncance 11 ed ; f resh & VF
Cen te red to T ; l i gh t MS ; -f r esh and VF
R! 41 pu l i ed pe r * , rough a t bo t tom

'17 27 .50
17 .50'18 0

7 1 Q 771un -
cance l l ed : R! 4' cu ts T ; th in , p inho le
bo th F/FV appearance

C lose T ; cu ts L , p inho le ; 1 1 gn t HS;
f resh and F./VF

Cu ts L ; HB cc l cu t s : -resh and F/VF
Jus t cu t s 7 ; embossed s/ 1 cc ) : -f r es.n & F
"ouches T . - i on t MS : F/VF
7op p la te no. s/3 : cu ts L ; ^ i on t p la te

s/3; cu ts L; bo th NH : F
12 p la te no . s ing les , mos t l y m in t

' pa i r ; no gum ; VF
SI / 4 ; OG, sma l l t h i n ; touches R ; VF
Ver t i ca l pa i r ; OG : VF
R 278 touches L ; R 455; R 581 HS , s tap le

ho les ; R 5S5 pe r -f i n ; F/VF
Touches T ; s tap le ho les; SE R ( ph i

RS 12 HS , s tap le ho les ; RS83 touches B ,
pe r t i n ; F/VF

55 1 s t 2 i ssue Prop r i e ta ry s tamps ,
some w/OG , c lean l o t ; VG/F ; EV $85

4 marg ins : rough pe r f s , sma l l t ea r anc
c rease ; red HS ; VF appearance

R 822a (\J- lb' Hor i z . pa i r ; OG ; VF
-fA ' > 25 Ba t t l esh ips;

^ J
HS ; F/VF

35 .50
'5 .00
35 .00

cu ts B ; sound and F
c l i pped R ; f resn and = ( oh )

oh )RU7d
RUlOa

C lose L
Touches

'70'20 0 Rl 42
77145 .00 U «

721 0
'22 0

Rl 42
R! 4u

9152:
=154

CANCS- E30 .0 G
32 .50'23 0

R 5c
R5C/ 44b

Nor the rn Cen t ra l RR cc l N-14J; VF s t r i ke
3 RR HS ee l s ; Ch icago & A l ton C-= on

R44b : C leve land. Co lumbus i Cinc inna t i
C-213 and C-21 G-2 on R 5c ; F/VF

3 RR mS ee l s ; C inc inna t i , Hami l t on -i
Da / ton C-13G on R 6c ; Housa ton i c RR H-oB
on 15c ; No r the rn RR N-30 on R 6c ; F/VF

New London Nor the rn RR cc l N-21A ; VF SON
s t r i ke on p iece

We l l s Fa rgo ee l s ; San F ranc i sco, Go ld
H i ’ 1 , Carson , Sac ramen to on ? : ece > ,
p lus 11 ova l ee l s i nc l . red, b lue and
g reen ; 16 s tamos : F/VF

N.Y.S.L.Co ./Nov 2, 1 S63 d iagona l cc l
read ing down (NY Gas L igh t Co . ) ;
s tamp and s t r i ke are VF

R 13c Wa lke r i Tay lo r 10 - l i ne p r i n ted cc ! t ype
1 ; VF s t r i ke ; s tamp i s F/VF

open'72 0
773 0

'24 * 13 .30
open'25 *no& R163/RB23

R loSa <0 O Ver t i ca l
R l 63a
R l 68a 1O - 0 0

open7 .50*
'27 *728 •*
729 c

Roc/15c774 015 .00 *
20.00

openR273/535
775 0 R 6c57 .50

1 0 0 . 0 0 open'30 0
'31 0

9360
96/ 2 7c776 0= 612 , 633

27 .00
nc 1 .732 R 81a/ 1 7b

EV $ 30235 .75
R7 a777 0733 0 RBI 6b

70 .00
9 .00 / open734 *

735 o 7732 p r i n ted cance l s , res t
openopen
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3

m

$

f

795
A-Xv.i:

7 7? .9 4 4* N Y C e n t r a l R R c c l N-i l ; n e a r l y -f u l l
s t r i k e ; s t a m p h a s s h e e t m a r g i n a t T

S C N l i g h t H S O n t a r i o S t e a m b o a t C o .
(M i l l e r 0-2) ; s t a m p i s O F

R B l b/3 1 ^ o O R B l b p r i n t e d N.’U.3./4 C O./S e p 3 , 7 4 .
c c l . t y p e 1; R B I 3b , R B3 0 -3 1 w/A W o r W A
p er * i n c c l

R B!2b J P a i r ; O R./S E T H A R N O L D/W o o n s o c k e t ,/R. I.
p r i n t e d c c l , t y p e 1 ; O F

R B I 7b C ] T.F.M.M.C O/J A N./ 1 8 7 8. p r i n t e d c c l
( F a t h e r M a t h e w T e m p e r a n c e a n d M a n u f a c t -
u r i n g C o.) , t y p e 3: O F

S a m e a s a b o v e b u t c c l i n r e d ; F

3 1 0 R l c o n t w o d i f t . 1 3 6 3- 4 p r o m i s s o r y n o t e s , P e n n s y l v a n i a
M i n e , M i e n . ; p a y a b l e i n 1 0 d a y s , c o r r e c t l y t a x e d a t. 0 1/ 5 2 0 0 r a t e : o n e d e e p r e d , o t h e r l i g h t r e d , b o t h

w/ v i g n e t t e s a n d s h a r p S O N c o. H S ; v e r y a t t r a c t i v e
R6c o n 9/3/ 1 3 6 6 1 s t N6 D e n v e r , C O c h e c k ; g r e e n u n d e r -
p r i n t i n g a n d v i g n e t t e ; s c a r c e t e r r i t o r i a l i s s u e

R 8c o n 1 2/2 3/1 8 6 2 c e r t , o f d e p o s i t ; R i c k l e y 4 3r o s. ,
C o l u m b u s , O H; b r o w n w/ s m v i g n e t t e ; r a r e m a t c h i n g
u s a g e f r o m c o m p u l s a r y p e r i o d p r i o r t o 1 2/ 2 5/1 3 6 2

R 1 3c o n m s r e c e i p t , S u m e r f o r d, O H , 1 8 6 5, i l l e g a l u s e
o f p r o p r i e t a r y s t a m p o n d o c . ; R 2 3c o n 1 3 6 3 3 p a g e
b i l l f r o m J u s t i c e o f P e a c e , Y o n k e r s N Y o n s e r v i c e s
b y c o n s t a b l e f o r a r r e s t i n g p e r s o n s a n d c o n v e y i n g t h e m
t h e m t o j a i l o r o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s ; i n t e r e s t i n g

R 1 S c o n 1 8 6 8 o r d e r t o p a y , f r o m a r c h i t e c t t o Y o n k e r s ,
N Y f o r a l t e r a t i o n s t o M a n o r H a l l ; J o h n D a v i s H a t c h/
A r c h i t e c t /1 1 3 3r o a d w a y H S ; a t t r a c t i v e c a n c e l

R l 5c , R3 3c , o v e r l a p p e d 2 5 c s t a m p a n d R 6 0 c , o n 1 3 7 0
m e m o f o r s a l e o f s e c u r i t i e s t o R h o d e I s l a n d H o s p i t a l
T r u s t ; a l s o R1 5c , R 2 4c a n d R 4 4c o n s i m i l a r d o c ,

R 1 S c o n r e v e r s e o f s t e r e o c a r d o f G w y d o r C a s t l e
R3 4c o n N o v . 1 3 6 3 c o n t r a c t f o r p u r c h a s e o f c o p p e r ;

s i g n a t u r e s l i g h t l y f e a t h e r e d ; r a r e m a t c h i n g u s a g e
o f C o n t r a c t s t a m p

R 3 6c a n d R5 6c o n 1 3 6 4 m s p r o r r r i s s o*y n o t e p a y a b l e a t
A l b a n y N Y a n d e x e c u t e d a t P e t e ^ b o r o , C a n a d a N e s t ;
e x p l a n a t i o n o f h o w 6 0 c t a x w a s c o m o u t e d a c c o m p a n i e s ;
2 2 0 .m m r e p a i r e d t e a r s

R 4 4 c o n r e v . o f 1 3 6 3 p r o t e s t , C o l u m o u s (M i s s .) I n s . 4
B a n k i n g C o . , w/ m s n o t a t i o n n e x t t o s t a m p g i v i n g a l l
d e t a i l s ; f r o n t i s r e p l i c a o f p r o t e s t e d n o t e i n c l .
" I n t . R e v . 4 5c s t a m p ' m i n o r f a u l t s : s c a r c e M i s s , c o c ,

R-4r o n 1 3 7 2 p o l i c y W a s h i n g t o n - i r e I n s . C o . , N Y :
a f f i x e d * o p o l i c y i s r e n e w a l w/P l l 2 : D o t h s t a m p s
c a n c e l ’ e d W i t h d a t e d c u t c a n c e l

R 4o c o n 1 3 7 1 p r o t e s t , O s w e g o C o u n t -' , N Y w/ a t t a c h e d
p r o m i s o r / n o t e w/ v i g n e t t e a n d R 3 7c : R 4 6c a f f i x e d s o
i t t i e s n o t e t o p r o t e s t : a c c o m p a n y i n g n o t a r y ' s s t a t e -
m e n t w/R 2 4c . U n u s u a l d o c . s n o w i n g 3 d i f f . t a x e s

R 4 7 c w/ c o m p a n y H S o n o r n a t e -I S6 4 s t o c k c e r t . . Q u i n c y
M i n i n g C o . , M i c h; l a r g e a l l e g o r i c a l v i g n e t t e ;
o f a t t y f o r t r a n s f e r a t b o t t o m w/R 4 4c ; a t t r a c t i v e
c o m b i n a t i o n o f t w o t a x e s o n s a m e d o c u m e n t

R 4 8c o n 1 3 6 5 S h e r i f f ' s C e r t , o f S a l e ; C a l a v e r a s C o. ,
C a l i f . , f o r t h e " B o s t o n R a n c h . . . u p o n t h e r o a d f r o m
T ^ e a s e r t o w n t o S a i t S p r i n g C a l l e y "

R 5 4 c o n 1 3 6 3 d e e d , P e n o o s c o t C o . , M a i n e , t o p r o p e r t y
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i n q s B a n k , p u r p l e w/' v j g n e t t e ; R 1 5 2b o n 1 3 3 3 c h e c k ,
C a s s C o u n t y B a n k , A t l a n t i c , I A

R 5 5c o n 1 3 7 1 d e e d -f o r p r o p e r t y . K i n g C o. , W a s h i n o t o n
T e r r i t o r v : r e d s e a l o -f D i s t r i c t C o u r t ; W a s h i n g t o n
T e r r i t o r y d o c u m e n t s a r e r a r e

R 6 0 c o n 1 3 7 0 E n t r y o-f C o n s u m p t i o n , S t . A l b a n s, V T -f o r
m e r c h a n i s e i m p o r t e d o n M o n t r e a l a n d V e r m o n t J e t .
R y . ; s t a m p h a s m s c c l

R S l a o n 1 3 6 2 d e e d t o r c o n v e y a n c e o f p r o p e r t y , P l a t t s-
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t w o l a r g e v i g n e t t e s ; v e r y a t t r a c t i v e
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P o r t o R i c o ; 5 t o b a c c o s t a m p s

1 9 2 1 — 1 9 2 7 ; 4 d i f f ; F/V F
P o r t o R i c o : 2 7 r e v e n u e s ; 1 3 d i f f e r e n t ;

i n c l u d e s C u b a S a n i t a d V e g e t a l s t a m p

P u e r t o R i c o ; b l / 4 1 c r e u .
1 1 ; C h a b o t I S

V i r g i n I s. ; b l /'4 2c r e u/ ; p e r t 1 2 1/2 ;
B a i r d R6 8 ; N H
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Usage of Proprietary, Playing Cards and Private Die Stamps to
Pay Documentary Taxes of the Civil War Era

by Michael Mahler, ARA
Section 3 of the Act of December 25, 1862, (effective immediately) prohibited the payment of documen-

tary taxes by “any stamp appropriated to denote the duty charged on proprietary articles.” In Section 153
of the Act of June 30, 1864, (effective August 1, 1864) this phrase was expanded to include “any stamp
appropriated to denote the duty charged on proprietary articles, or articles enumerated in schedule C.” Sched-

ule C listed the taxes on proprietary
medicines, perfumery and cosmet-
ics, matches, photographs and play-
ing cards. Thus the passage just
quoted prohibited the payment of
documentary taxes by federal pro-
prietary and playing cards revenue
stamps, as well as any private die
revenues. This had probably also
been the intent of the Act of Decem-
ber 25, 1862; this hinges on the
meaning of the words “proprietary
articles,” and a discussion of this
point seems a useful digression.

A liberal construction of the words

proprietary medicine. The first three
appear to constitute an official defi-
nition of “proprietary”; only the
fourth refers to medicinesper se. By
contrast, the portions of Schedule C
specifying the taxes on perfumery
and cosmetics, playing cards or other
articles make no such reference to
private formulas, exclusive rights,
letters patent, etc. Thus, within the
context just established, these would
not be considered “proprietary ar-
ticles.”

An interesting perspective on this
issue is furnished by Office of Inter-
nal Revenue Decision No. 126, is-
sued in October, 1863, which states
that thejust-quotedfirstparagraph of
Schedule C, and specifically its first
three defining clauses, imposed a
tax, not just on medicines, but on
“any preparation or composition
whatsoever” which satisfied any of
these three clauses. It states, “The
descriptions contained in these four
clauses embrace four distinct classes
of commodities, and the first three
are by no means to be treated as a
mere limitation upon the fourth....
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“proprietary articles” would encom-
pass any privately manufactured
item. Indeed, Decision No. 97 of the
Office of Internal Revenue, issued in
April , 1863, by Commissioner Jo-
seph Lewis, referred to “...proprie-
tary articles, such as patent medi-
cines, perfumery, cosmetics, playing
cards, and other articles mentioned
in Schedule C.” (Mahler, 1987b)
However, a stricter construction is
also plausible, by which the words
“proprietary articles” in the Act of
December 25, 1862, could be con-
strued to have reference only to pro-
prietary medicines. Schedule C in Figure 1. 10 Proprietary, 20 blue Proprietary (two 2^ ar^cles belonging to either of the

fact used the word “proprietary” strips of six), 250 Certificate, on U.S.I.R. Brewer ’s first three classes> such as inks >

only in connection with medicines, Bond, Steilacoom, Washington Territory, April, blackings, cements, sauces, flavor-

and what was meant by proprietary i g y p The documentary stamp appears to have extracts, polishes,
,

culinary

medicines was defined in very spe- been added because it was recognized that the preparations, or compositions of any

cific terms: they were “...any me- usage of Proprietary stamps was illegal (see text). nature whatsoever, which purport to

dicinal preparations or compositions have been prepared under any pri-
whatsoever, ...wherein the person vate formula, or occult secret or art,

making or preparing the same has, or tors thereof as proprietary medicines, or or in the making of which the maker

claims to have, any private formula or as remedies or specifics for any disease, claims any exclusive right or title, or

occult secret or art for the making or diseases, or affections whatever affect- which are prepared under any letters

preparing the same, or has, or claims to ing the human or animal body....” patent, are as fully subject to the stamp

have, any exclusive right or title to the To summarize, the first paragraph of duty as those in the fourth class.”

making or preparing the same, or which Schedule C, headed “Medicines or (Mahler, 1987b)

are prepared, uttered, vended, or ex- preparations,” has four defining clauses In the present context, such items

posed for sale under any letters-patent, quoted above, i.e. those referring to (1) could be characterized as “proprietary

or held out or recommended to the private formula, (2) exclusive right, (3) inks,” “proprietary sauces,” and so on.
letters-patent and (4) representation as a However, it appears that this broad

t
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public by the maker, vender, or proprie-
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cember 25, 1862, which prohibited the
payment of documentary taxes by
stamps designed for use on “proprietary
articles,” was probably to prohibit the
use of federal Proprietary and Playing
Cards stamps, and all private die
stamps. However, because of ambigu-
ity inherent in the meaning of the words
“proprietary articles,” this act could
have been construed to prohibit only the
use of Proprietary and private die pro-
prietary medicine stamps. The addi-
tional wording inserted in the Act of
June 30, 1864, to specifically prohibit
the use on documents of all stamps
designed for use on “articles enumer-
ated in Schedule C,” was presumably
done to correct this ambiguity in the
earlier act.

For any document on which the tax
had been paid with non-documentary
revenues, if the legality of the document
was challenged, or if it was anticipated
that it might be, it would have been
necessary to re-pay the tax with docu-
mentary stamps. Figure 1 shows what
appears to be a very rare example of this.
It is an official USIR Brewer’s Bond
executed in 1871 at Steilacoom, Wash-
ington Territory. This was taxable at
$.25 as a bond of general description
(Mahler, 1982 a,b) and the statement,
“A twenty-five cent stamp must be af-
fixed and canceled” appears in a list of

vor-w - rn'vr
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%

Figure 2. Ten copies of 10 Proprietary affixed to back of 1863 promissory note, one
stamp showing large part of the plate number 1A.

interpretation of the first paragraph of
Schedule C was never put into practice.
There is no other mention of it in the
Decisions, Rulings and Correspon-
dence of the Office of Internal Revenue
(Mahler, 1987b), and I note that Ruling
No. 227 of Boutwell’s 1865 Manual
states that “Inks are not subject to
stamp-duty...” with no qualification for
“proprietary inks.” Evidently, in prac-
tice the first paragraph of Schedule C
was considered to apply only to proprie-
tary medicines. Nevertheless, for our
purposes this decision does serve to
further legitimize the strict construction
of the words “proprietary articles” pro-
posed above, which excludes all articles
taxed under Schedule C other than
medicines.

On a lighter and less scholarly note,
one can ask w'hy, if playing cards were
considered proprietary articles, were
both Proprietary and Playing Cards
stamp printed? And on the other hand,
if perfumery and cosmetics were not
proprietary articles, why were no sepa-
rate stamps printed for them? These are
moot points, since the law never re-
quired “matching” use of stamps on the
articles taxed in Schedule C, only on

documents.
To return to the main topic, it seems

reasonable to draw the following con-
clusions. The intent of the Act of De-
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Figure 3. 10 Proprietary (pair), 2c orange Bank Check (pair), and
2C U.S.I.R. (x 5), on handwritten receipts dated 1863 through
1870, on back of 1856 lease. The second Bank Check stamp
may have been added because it was recognized that the use of
Proprietary stamps the previous year was illegal (see text).
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instructions printed at the bottom of the
bond. Along the left side are 250 in
Proprietary stamps, two strips of six of
the 20 blue and a single 10, tied by pen
strokes in an ink which appears to match
that used to fill out the document. At the
top is a single 250 Certificate stamp; this
is uncanceled, but clearly belongs on the
document, since a ghost image of it
appears at the bottom. This document is
from a cache which came to light in
recent years, all of which were on USIR
forms of various types. I believe the
most probable explanation for the pres-
ence of the 250 Certificate stamp is that
the document passed through the hands
of some person, probably a government
official, who recognized that the Pro-
prietary stamps were invalid, and the
documentary stamp was added to rem-
edy this. At least two alternative expla-
nations suggest themselves, but neither
seems very likely. It is at least theoreti-
cally possible that the tax was simply
overpaid, but this is improbable because
the Certificate stamp is not canceled in
the style of the Proprietaries, suggesting
that it was affixed at a different time, and
also because of the printed statement of
the correct tax rate. It is also possible
that the Certificate stamp was added in
order to comply literally with the in-
struction to affix “a twenty-five cent
stamp,” however, this would have been
highly unusual, since it was widely
known that stamp taxes could be paid
with stamps of any denominations.
[This was formally stated as early as
October, 1862, in Decision No. 30
(Mahler, 1987b).]

Another possible example of this type
of usage is described below, as listing
No. 16 under the heading “10 Proprie-
tary.”

Besides the necessity of properly
paying the tax, failure to duly stamp a

document, if prosecuted, carried with it
more serious penalties: invalidation of
the document, plus a fine of between
$50 and $200 (for details, see table of
penalties in Mahler, 1987b). However,
these penalties were probably never
assessed for cases in which document
taxes were paid with non-documentary
stamps. Two lines of evidence support
this contention. The first is an a priori
argument based on the wording of the
U.S. Statutes, the same argument put
forward recently in discussions of the
payment of document taxes with post-
age stamps (Troutman, 1986; Mahler,
1987a). The second is the relatively
widespread usage of Proprietary and
Playing Cards stamps on surviving
documents.

According to Section 158 of the Act
of June 30, 1864, (effective August 1,
1864) failure to duly stamp any docu-
ment could not be penalized unless it
was done “with intent to evade the pro-
visions of this act.” It seems virtually
certain that noonestamping a document
with non-documentary revenues would
have been guilty of such intent. The
amendatory Act of March 3, 1865, made
matters more specific by stating that the
penalties could be remitted on any docu-
ment which “has not been duly stamped
at the timeof making or issuing the same
by reason of accident, mistake, inadver-
tence, or urgent necessity, and without

willful design to defraud the United
States of the stamp duty....” Before the
Actof June 30, 1864, the law was some-
what ambiguous on these points. The
Act of July 1, 1862, which established
the stamp taxes, contained five different
sections that specified penalties for fail-
ure to duly stamp various types of docu-
ments. In one of these (Section 100,
applying to bills of exchange, drafts or
orders and promissory notes), the pen-
alty was made subject to the condition
that the offense to be committed “with
design to evade payment of any stamp
duty.” In the other four sections (Sec-
tions 95, 101, 104 and 105), no mention
was made of the matter of intent; this
includes the generally worded Section
95, which applied to all documents.
However, given the legal inconsistency
of applying the criterion of intent in the
case of some documents, but not all,
especially within the context of the
verdict on this point rendered by the
Acts of 1864 and 1865, it is highly
probable that stamping documents with
non-documentary revenues was never
penalized even before August 1, 1864.

Let me turn finally to the array of
surviving documents bearing Civil War
Proprietary, Playing Cards or private
die stamps. For me this is by far the most
interesting aspect of this study, and its
motivating factor. I have classified
these documents according to the
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stamp(s) affixed. For a given stamp, the
usages are listed according to the type of
document, in alphabetical order. For a
given type, multiple listings are given
for rare usages or items of special inter-

full-page handwritten certified state-
ment of County Judge, Vinton, Benton
County, Iowa, August 21, 1865, stamps
tied by five handstamps of County
Clerk’s office.

6. 10 Proprietary (x5) on certificate of
marriage, Livingston County, Illinois,
July 4, 1865, stamps with manuscript
cancels. The accompanying marriage

McCulloch, Trenton, Tennessee. The
bill itself, dated November 1, 1864, is
for $2.45 worth of goods purchased in
1861, plus 22 cents interest. The
Justice’s jurat is dated June 14, 1866,
and the stamps bear manuscript cancels
with this date. The Civil War had come
and gone, and Mr. McCulloch was de-
termined to collect his $2.45!

9. 10 Proprietary, 50 Inland Ex-
change, on memo of sale of securi-
ties for $538, on form of brokers
Wm. Painter & Co., Philadelphia,
November 9, 1867, stamps tied by
oval company hands tamp. Prop-
erly taxed at the 1866 Contract rate
of $.01 per $100 on sale of securi-
ties.

est.
10 Proprietary

Of all the documentary usages of non-
documentary revenues that I have re-
corded, the 10 Proprietary ac-
counts for many more than any
other stamp, and about half the
total. This is consistent with the
fact that the prodigious number of
10 Proprietary stamps issued (429
million) far exceeded the total for
all other First Issue Proprietary
and Playing Cards stamps (236
million, if the figures of 2.4 mil-
lion and 2.1 million given by
Toppan et al (1899) for the 50
Proprietary and 50 Playing Cards,
respectively, are taken at face
value; somewhat more it the 109
million “50 General” stamps is-
sued after April 30, 1864, included
any Proprietary or Playing Cards
stamps). I have observed the 10
Proprietary used on nine different
types of documents.

1. 10 Proprietary, 20 orange
Bank Check pair, on printed as-
signment of patent rights to Lee’s
Patent Improved Farm Gate, for
the Township of Prairie, Kos-
ciusko County, Indiana, for $45,
December 12, 1865, stamps with
manuscript cancels. Taxed at $.05
Agreement rate.

2. 10 Proprietary pair on check figure 6. 40 Proprietary (block of 12), 20 orange
of the First National Bank of
Danville, Illinois, January 30,
1866, stamps with manuscript
cancels.

3. 10 Proprietary (x2, on experimen-
tal silk paper) on check drawn on the
National Bank of Baltimore, Bel Air,
Maryland, January 6, 1871. One stamp,
affixed in the space provided at upper
right, is uncanceled; the other, affixed in
the opposite comer, is tied by a cut
cancel of concentric rings. The stamps
may thus have been affixed at different
times.

4. 10 Proprietary, 20 orange Bank
Check pair, on ornate certificate of
deposit for $300, Second National
Bank, Xenia, Ohio, October 12, 1865,
stamps canceled by bank handstamps.

5. 10 Proprietary (strip of five) on

10. 10 Proprietary, 20 U.S.I.R.,
50 Certificate, 100 Power of Attor-
ney and 250 Certificate, on memo
of sale of securities for $4300, on
pink printed form of broker Wil-
liam Fisher & Sons, Baltimore,
June 16, 1868; stamps tied by five
company handstamps.

11. 10 Proprietary on ornate
promissory note of Quincy Min-
ing Co., Quincy Mine, Lake Supe-
rior, for $50 payable in ten days,
October 23, 1863, stamp tied by
company handstamp. Vignette
showing miner underground and
vein of ore. Properly taxed at the
1863 Inland Exchange $.01 rate
for a note of up to $200 payable
within 33 days. The hoard of
Quincy Mining Co. paper that
surfaced in the late 1970s included
at least 27 such notes with this
stamp, three with handstamp can-
cels.Proprietary, on summons, Shelby County, Alabama,

September, 1865.
12. 10 Telegraph on Quincy

Mining Co. promissory note of the type
described above, for $100 payable in ten
days, November 30, 1863, stamp tied by
company handstamp. Next to this
stamp is a 10 Proprietary, in a rich red
shade that presents an appealing con-
trast to the dull red of the 10 Telegraph.
It is tied by a manuscript cancel with
nondescript initials, and with date
“Dec” first written, then obliterated by
“Nov 30 63.” Evidently it was added at
a later date, but the reason is mysterious.
The note was endorsed three times, once
by Seaman & Smith in a dark ink which
closely matches that of the pen cancel.
Perhaps they felt that the correct tax was
$.02, and added the second 10 stamp; if

license has a vignette of a wedding
scene.

7. 10 Proprietary, 40 Inland Ex-
change, on partly printed certificate,
Mobile, Alabama, August 14, 1865,
attesting assignment of a claim against
the United States for loss and damage
(in this case to “19 bales of cotton”)
caused by the explosion in the City of
Mobile on May 25, 1865, stamps with
manuscript cancels. The compensation
for pursuit of the claim was to be half the
amount recovered.

8. 10 Proprietary, 20 orange Bank
Check and 20 U.S.I.R., on certified
statement by Justice of the Peace on bill
head of dry goods dealer J. S.
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so, they did so without realizing the
illegality of using a Proprietary stamp.

13. 10 Proprietary (xlO, including a
strip of five) on reverse of handwritten
promissory note for $500 payable in one
year, December 16, 1863, Cynthiana,
Kentucky, stamps with manuscript
cancles. All but two of the stamps are
centered considerably to the top, leav-
ing 3-5mm selvage at the bottom. On
one stamp almost all of the plate number
1A appears in this selvage (Figure 2),
and on another a portion of the letters
“ENGR” of the engraver’s imprint. The
former is the only stamp showing its
plate number that I can recall having
seen on document. The correct tax was
$.10 per $200 or fraction, or $.30.

10 Proprietary, 20 U.S.I.R., 20
Type H imprint, on draft of V. Quarre,
Philadelphia, for $60, December 20,
1869. If payable at sight, this instru-
ment would have been taxed at the $.02

into effect (on August 1, 1864), and
before the 20 U.S.I.R. stamp was first
printed (on October 12, 1864). The
stamps were obviously affixed some
time after the receipts were written.
Second, the stamps accompanying the
entries of 1863, 1864, 1867, 1868 and
1869 are all centered conspicuously
downward and to the left, and were
evidently from the same sheet. Pre-
sumably they were all affixed at the
same time, in 1869 or later (The stamp
on the receipt for 1870 is fairly well
centered, slightly to the top.) Third, the
initials “J.M.” and dates on the U.S.I.R.
stamps appear to have been written by
Thomas Kramer rather than John Mark.
One conclusion from all of this is that
Kramer took pains to ensure that this
document was properly stamped.
Fourth, $.04 tax was paid on the receipt
for 1866, when the proper amount was
$.02. It is tempting to conclude that the
illegality of the Proprietary stamps used
on die 1865 entry was recognized belat-
edly, and an extra Bank Check stamp
was added to make amends.

10 Proprietary, two 1863 20
Jackson postage stamps, on handwritten
receipt for $51 part payment for a grave-
stone, Fairview, Iowa, March 28, 1865,
stamps with manuscript cancels. The
$.02 tax on receipts was overpaid. I
have recorded many examples of re-
ceipts with the tax paid by two 10 Pro-
prietaries.

18. 10 Proprietary (x2) on receipt of
the New York Central Railroad Co. for
travel expenses of an employee, exe-
cuted at Albany, July 26, 1865, stamps
tied by sharp “N.Y. CEN. R.R. CO.
PAYMASTER, ALBANY JUL 30
1865” oval handstamps.

19. 10 Proprietary (x2) on receipt of
John Davis & Son, Boston, January 9,
1869, for $903 paid for a long list of
provisions for the ship Tennyson,
stamps tied by large shield-shaped
handstamps enclosing die words “J.
DAVIS 7 SON SHIP’S STORES No.
204 Commercial Street BOSTON.”

10 Proprietary on back of 100
x 60 mm Extra Baggage Ticket, Grand
Trunk Railway, Danville Junction to
Detroit, March 19, 1863, for two casks,
weight 125 lbs., amount $2, stamp un-
canceled but well ded by a file fold.
This usage of the 10 Proprietary was
inappropriate from almost every stand-
point. The only stamp tax that could

conceivably have been construed to
apply to this ticket is that on express
receipts. However, the tax on an ex-
press receipt for which the express
charge exceeded $1 was $.05 (Mahler
1982a, b), and the tax on express re-
ceipts had been rescinded by the Act of
March 3, 1863, effective immediately,
although this was probably not widely
appreciated by March 19. Moreover,
according to Decision No. 28 of Octo-
ber, 1862, the tax on express receipts
was not applicable to the freight busi-
ness of railroads, wagoneers, or other
common carriers (Mahler, 1987 b).
Further, the law required stamps to be
canceled with die initials of the user and
the date; and finally, as emphasized
here, the use of Proprietary stamps to
pay documentary taxes was illegal.
Neverdieless, this usage presumably
represents a good faith attempt to con-
form to the law, and provides an unusual
and interesting illustration of public
confusion regarding the stamp taxes,
especially during the first months after
they took effect.

The Primary listings given below
include four for which the presence of
the 10 Proprietary is considered secon-
dary to that of other stamp(s). I have
observed many other examples of the 10
Proprietary used on bank checks, cer-
tificates, promissory notes and receipts.
20 Blue Proprietary

20 blue Proprietary part perfo-
rate on check of Hagerstown Bank,
Maryland, March 10, 1863, stamp with
manuscript cancel. The stamp was
separated at top and bottom by hand,
with design intact and part of the next
stamp showing at top (Figure 4). I have
recorded two other similar items.

20 blue Proprietary part perfo-
rate on check of Allentown Bank, Penn-
sylvania, July 18, 1863, stamp with
manuscript cancel and very large mar-
gins. A similar check is dated July 14.

20 blue Proprietary part perfo-
rate on check of First National Bank of
Chillicothe, Ohio, February 16, 1864,
stamp with manuscript cancel.

20 blue Proprietary on bank
check, Farmer’s National Bank of
Reading, Pennsylvania, December 20,
1866, stamp with manuscript cancel,
dateline with “Kutztown” written in

14.

Bank Check rate, and the imprinted
stamp would have been sufficient.
However, instructions to pay “One day
at sight” have been written in, so the
1864 Inland Exchange rate of $.05 per
$100 was applicable. The requisite$.03
in adhesive stamps appears to have been
added on payment, in New York. The
draft is made out in black ink, charged to
the account of Leach and McHugh;
beneath their name, “223 Greenwich St.
New York” has been added in purple
ink, and the stamps are canceled “11/20/
69 V.Q.” in the same purple ink (note
the mistake in dating). Combinations of
imprinted and adhesive stamps are rare.

15. 10 Proprietary (x50) on large
portion of Petition and Note, 1866,
taxed at$.50 Original Process rate. This
is probably the piece referred to by West
(1918).

17.

1.

2.

10 Proprietary pair on hand-
written receipt for $75 yearly rent on a
lease paid by Thomas Kramer to John
Mark, Palmyra, Pennsylvania, March
31, 1865, stamps with manuscript can-
cels initialled “T.K.” This is one of

16.

3.

sixteen such receipts, usually made
yearly on or about April 1, all written on
the back of the original lease, which was
executed in 1856 (Figure 3). The entry
for 1866 bears a pair of 20 U.S.I.R.
stamps initialled “J.M.” There are sev-
eral intriguing aspects to this pattern of
stamp usage. First, the entries of April
3, 1863, and April 1, 1864, were made
before the stamp tax on receipts went

20.
4.

over “Reading.”
20 blue Proprietary, Nevada

50 rouletted documentary, on handwrit-
5.
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ten draft for $25,000, Austin, Nevada,
December 22, 1867, to the order of
Wells, Fargo & Co. from the Manhattan
Silver Mining Co. of Nevada, payable at
the office of its president at 57 Broad-
way, New York City, stamps with
manuscript cancels. Under the federal
tax schedule, this instrument was taxed
at the $.02 bank check rate; under the
Nevada schedule, as a bill of exchange
drawn in, but payable out of Nevada, it
was taxed at $.05.

able documentary usage of Proprietary
stamps, and I have observed a fan-
number of these that have passed
unrecorded.
20 Orange Proprietary

20 orange Proprietary on
check of the Greenwich Bank, New
York, May 16, 1865, stamp with manu-
script cancel. A similar piece is dated
June 7, 1865, and I have seen about five
others.

6. 30 Proprietary, 100 Certificate (x
2), 250 Certificate and 500 Entry of
Goods, on memo of sale of securities for
$9800 by brokers Greene & Cranston,
Providence, R.I., April 19, 1871, stamps
tied by dated herringbone cancels. A
similar document for a $9726 sale on
October 19, 1971, bears the 30 Proprie-
tary, 100 Inland Exchange (x 2), 250
Entry of Goods and 500 Entry of Goods.

7. 30 Proprietary, 20 Playing Cards,
on Ripley County War Bond for $50,
Versailles, Indiana, July 3, 1865, pay-
able June 1, 1867, stamps with manu-
script cancels. Taxed under the heading
of Inland Exchange at $.05 per $100.
Check-sized and ornately printed in
blue with vignette (Figure 5).

8. 30 Proprietary overlapping un-
identified 20 stamp, on promissory note
for $100, Champlain, New York, July
20, 1868.

9. 30 Proprietary (24 copies, includ-
ing blocks of 15 and 6), 10 Express, on
mortgage deed, amount $1000, Salem,
Ohio, April 5, 1865, stamps with manu-
script cancels. An additional nine 30
stamps are missing, so the tax paid was
$1.00.
40 Proprietary

1. 40 Proprietary (brownish shade),
10 Express, on marriage certificate with
printed verse at top, Leoni, Michigan,
October 31, 1865, stamps with manu-
script cancels.

2. 40 Proprietary (gray), 10 Proprie-
tary, on a portion of a handwritten certi-
fied statement, place of origin not men-
tioned, August 24, 1865. Both stamps
bear previous handstamp cancels, indis-
tinct on the 10 but on the 40 a sharp,
complete “P. D. & S. NOV 6 1863.”
Over these is a manuscript cancel “Aug
24th 1865” in a style matching that of
the document. A most unusual blatant
re-use of stamps that were illegal on
document to begin with.

3 . 4 0 Proprietary on memo of sale of
gold bullion for $320 by broker Henry
Schmeidell, San Francisco, April 9,
1867. The 1866 Contract rate of $.01
per $100 called for a tax of $.04.

4. 40 Proprietary (reddish shade), 50
Certificate, on memo of sale of securi-
ties for $877 by brokers McKim & Co.,
Baltimore, April 13, 1868, stamps tied
by company handstamps. Alongside is
a handwritten receipt for payment, with
a 20 U.S.I.R. tied by penstrokes.

5. 40 Proprietary (dark gray), 10

1.

20 orange Proprietary on gen-
eral partly printed draft, used as a sight
draft by J. C. Runkle & Co., New York,
July 22, 1865, to J. & L. Zettler of
Columbus, Ohio, stamp with manu-
script cancel.

2.

20 Proprietary, 30 Telegraph,
on handwritten certified statement of
Justice of the Peace, Westchester
County, New York, November 5, 1863,
written on a bill to be submitted to the
City of Yonkers, stamps with manu-
script cancels. Several similar usages
have been observed.

20 blue Proprietary (four cop-
ies including pair), California 800 red
Second of Exchange stamp, on second
of exchange, Wells, Fargo & Co., Sacra-
mento, August 23, 1864. Further details
were unavailable to me, so the basis for
the $.08 tax is not known. The 1864
foreign exchange rate of $.02 per $100
is a possibility, as are several of the 1863
inland exchange rates, which had been
superseded on August 1, but might have
been applied in error.

20 blue Proprietary part perfo-
rate block of twelve (6 x 2), 10 Proprie-
tary, on document (no other details fur-
nished). The discovery of this docu-
ment was described by Ward (1939); it
is not known whether it is still intact.

20 blue Proprietary part perfo-
rate on handwritten receipt from the
Universalist Church, Richmond, Vir-
ginia, December 1, 1864, stamp with
manuscript cancel and large margins.

20 blue Proprietary on renewal
receipt of the Northwestern Mutual Life
Insurance Co. of Milwaukee, executed
in Oregon, Wisconsin, March 28, 1865,
stamp with manuscript cancel.

20 blue Proprietary on receipt
of $30 for three months pew rent, Trin-
ity Church, San Francisco, February 1,
1868, stamp with manuscript cancel.

20 blue Proprietary on hand-
written receipt of Mok. (Mokelumne)
Water Co., Mok. Hill, California,
March 31, 1865, stamp with manuscript
cancel. This company provided water
for gold mining operations.

The use of this stamp on bank checks
and receipts is perhaps the least remark-

6 .

3. 20 orange Proprietary on re-
ceipt form of B. F. Smith, General
Western Freight Agent of the New York
Central Railroad Co., to livestock agent,
Cleveland, May 31, 1865, stamp with
manuscript cancel. Mentions Cleve-
land, Columbus & Cincinnati and
Bellefontaine railroads. This stamp is
also known on receipt of the Boston &
Providence Railroad Co.

7.

See also the listings for the 40 Pro-
prietary.
30 Proprietary

30 Proprietary on check of
Pike, LaPeyre & Bros., New Orleans,
October 5, 1865, stamp with company
handstamp.

2. 30 Proprietary, 10 Proprietary, on
unusual handwritten double check exe-

1.

8 .

cuted in Chicago, January 1, 1870, di-
rected to the Treasurer of the Quincy
Mining Co., New York, ordering pay-
ment to stockbrokers C. D. Head & T. H
Perkins of Boston of dividends on
Quincy Mining Co. stock held by two
individuals, both of whom have signed
the check. Stamps with bit indistinct
handstamp cancel.

3. 30 Proprietary pair on handwritten
certified oath of Justice of the Peace,
Wright City, Minnesota, April 13, 1869,
stamps with manuscript cancels. Gen-
eral certificate tax overpaid by $.01.

4. 30 Proprietary, 20 Playing Cards,
on marriage license and certificate,
Vermillion County, Indiana, August 27,
1865, stamps with manuscript cancels.
Printed in blue with large pink circuit
court seal.

5. 30 Proprietary, 20 orange Bank
Check, on teacher’s certificate, Knox
County, Ohio, November 25, 1865,
stamps with manuscript cancels.

9.

10.

11 .

12.
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Express, on promissory note for $100
payable in one year, Greenburg, Ohio,
September 29, 1863, stamps with manu-
script cancels, note printed in pink with
vignette. The 1862 Inland Exchange
schedule would have called for a tax of
$.05, and the 1863 schedule, a tax of
$.10. Even though the rates had
changed on March 3, 1863, one some-
times sees clear evidence that this was
not known, and this is probably another
such case.

6. 40 Proprietary (light gray) on
promissory note for $400, Dub-
lin, Georgia, November 8, 1872,
stamp canceled by manuscript
“X,” vignette of blacksmith at
forge. The correct tax would
have been $.20, had not the
documentary taxes (with the
exception of that on bank
checks) been repealed effective
October 1, 1872. However, it
was not uncommon for a fine

sewing machine with stamp tied by two
company handstamps.

5. 50 Proprietary, 100 Bill of Lading
pair, 100 Inland Exchange Pair, 250
Certificate, 500 Mortgage pair, on
handwritten promissory note for
$3,337, Nashport, Ohio, April 1, 1867,
stamps with manuscript cancels.

6. 50 Proprietaiy on handwritten
promissory note for $49, Harper’s
Ferry, Virginia, October 20, 1866,
stamp canceled by incomplete blue
handstamp.

since the 1864 Conveyance rate was
$.50 per $500.

3. 100 Proprietary (strip of three), 50
Proprietary (x 4), on handwritten prom-
issory note for $910, Buckeye Mills,
Ohio, February 23, 1867, stamps with
manuscript cancels.

4. 100 Proprietary on promissory
note, Louisville, Kentucky, April 17,
1868, stamp uncanceled, amount of the
note unknown.

5. 100 Proprietary (x 5, including
strip of three) on circuit court summons,

Dover Hills, Martin County,
Indiana, August 29, 1865,
stamps with manuscript can-
cels. Taxed at $.50 Original
Process rate (Figure 7).
10 Playing Cards

1. 10 Playing Cards pair on
check of the Aetna Bank of
Hartford, Connecticut, August
3, 1863, stamps with manuscript
cancels.

2. 10 Playing Cards part per-
forate (x 5, including block of
four) on handwritten document
of indeterminate type and ori-
gin, stamps with manuscript
cancels dated June 4, 1864. This
document was sold at an auction
of David Feldman, Geneva, in
1986, and my record is based on
a photocopy of a portion of the

The single has a
piece missing; the block appears
intact, the two stamps at left

with a scissors cut or heavy crease be-
tween before affixing.

3. 10 Playing Cards on promissory
note payable in one day, Angola, Indi-
ana, May 13, 1863, stamp with manu-
script cancel. I failed to record the exact
amount of this note, but it was less than
$200. If made payable at sight, this
instrument would have been taxable as a
bank check at $.02, but because it was
made payable one day after sight, the
1863 Inland Exchange $.01 rate was
applicable. The maker thus saved $.01
by taking advantage of a loophole in the
laws. Of course, it would have cost him
another $.01 to properly pay the tax
since the Playing Cards stamp was ille-
gal. The following listing describes an
essentially identical usage.

4. 10 Playing Cards on promissory
note for $39 payable in one day, Aurora,
New York, October 1, 1863, stamp with
manuscript cancel.

knowledge of the tax laws, or
the stamps themselves, to be
lacking in the rural South.

7. 40 Proprietary (blockof 12,
in gray), 20 orange Proprietary,
on summons, Shelby County,
Alabama, September 9, 1865,
regarding a court judgement
made in September 1861, with a
detailed bill of costs for the case,
stamps with manuscript cancels Figure 7. 100 Proprietary (strip of three, two singles) on document.
(Figure 6). Revenue stamps of summons, Martin County, Indiana, August, 1865.
any kind were likely to have
been in short supply anywhere in Ala-
bama this soon after the war.

60 Proprietary
Not surprisingly, no document bear-

ing this stamp is known to me.
100 Proprietary

1. 100 Proprietary on scrip dividend
certificate of the Mutual Benefit Life
Insurance Co., Newark, New Jersey, for
$15.25, January 1, 1865, stamp tied by
company handstamp dated May 3,
1865. Ornately engraved with central
vignette of a pelican feeding her young.
Taxed at the 1862 Certificate of Profit
$.10 rate. I have recorded one other
similar usage, and others undoubtedly
exist.

2. 100 Proprietary (x 2), 50 Certifi-
cate pair, 500 Life Insurance (x 4), $1
Power of Attorney (x 5), on handwritten
deed for sale of hardware store, San-
dusky, Ohio, May 29, 1865, stamps with
manuscript cancels. The amount of the
transaction is not known to me, bat the
$7.30 tax seems to have been incorrect,

50 Proprietary
1. 50 Proprietary on very large (300 x

400mm) blue printed siding agreement
of the Philadelphia, Germantown &
Norristown Railroad Co., Philadelphia,
May 5, 1870, stamp with manuscript
cancels.

2. 50 Proprietary on assignment of
patent right for a machine to press bon-
nets, Barre, Massachusetts, July 16,
1866, stamp with manuscript cancel.
Taxed as an agreement.

3. 50 Proprietary on handwritten
assignment of patent right for a “lever of
the first kind,” Erie County, Pennsylva-
nia, April 6, 1867, stamp with manu-
script cancel.

4. 50 Proprietary on promissory note
of die Singer Manufacturing Co., Cin-
cinnati, dateline Adelphi, Ohio, for $60,
June 1, 1870, vignette of company’s
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20 Blue Playing Cards
1. 20 blue Playing Cards on check of

the Exchange Bank, Athens, Ohio, May
29, 1865, stamp with manuscript can-

21, 1863, stamp with manuscript can- Weekly Stamp News, 37:295, June 9,
1923. This block was listed as the larg-
est known multiple of this stamp by
Turner (1965), who was unable to verify
its existence.

I have recorded no other example of
this stamp on document.
40 Playing Cards

1. 40 Playing Cards (strip of
three, pair), 300 Inland Exchange,
on handwritten deed, amount
$174, Grayville, White County,
Illinois, November 4, 1863,
stamps with manuscript cancels.
The 40 values are affixed horizon-
tally and upside down at top of
page. Taxed at the 1862 Convey-
ance $.50 rate. This was lot
number 1616 in a 1985 Robert
Siegel auction, where it realized
$2860.

2. 40 Playing Cards vertical
pair on handwritten promissory
note for $300 payable in four
months, February 2, 1864, Point
Pleasant, West Virginia, stamps
with manuscript cancels. Prop-
erly taxed at the 1863 Inland
Exchange rate of $.04 per $200 or
fraction. The note has been
trimmed slightly at left, affecting
the perfs of the top stamp, and the
bottom stamp is lightly creased by
a file fold.

3. 40 Playing Cards, 200 For-
eign Exchange, on promissory
note, time and amount unspeci-
fied, to the Manufacturer’s Insur-
ance Co., Boston, stamps tied by
company handstamp dated April
15, 1864. Described by Barr

cel.
5. 20 orange Playing Cards on check

of E.C. Knight & Co., on the Bank of
Commerce, Philadelphia, November 6,
1863, stamp tied by company hand-
stamp with date added by hand. I have
recorded another with manuscript can-

cel.
2. 20 blue Playing Cards (x 3), 250

Entry of Goods (wrapped around to
back), on promissory note for $568,
Columbus, Ohio, September 23,
1864, stamps with manuscript p—cancels. 1864 Inland Exchange
rate of $.05 per $100 overpaid by
$.01.

3. 20 blue Playing Cards part
perforate on handwritten receipt
for payment of county, state and
relief taxes, Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, January 2, 1865, stamp
with huge margins and manu-
script cancel (Figure 8).

4. 20 blue Playing Cards on
handwritten receipt for payment
of $264 for 8329/56 bushels flax-
seed plus mending sack, Colum-
bus, Ohio, October 29, 1864,
stamp with manuscript cancel.

See also the listings of the 30
Proprietary for combinations with
the 20 blue Playing Cards.

As with the 20 blue Proprietary,
the use of this stamp on bank
checks and receipts, while cer-
tainly not common, is not espe-
cially remarkable, and I have
listed only representative ex-
amples here.
20 Orange Playing Cards

1. 20 orange Playing Cards on
draft of M. E. Reeves & Co.,
Cincinnati, April 11, 1863, stamp
with manuscript cancel. Under-
printed “ORIGINAL,” vignette of
woman with braided curls.

2. 20 orange Playing Cards on check
of M.E. Reeves & Co., on the Bank of
the Ohio Valley, Cincinnati, July 13,
1864, stamp with manuscript cancel.

3. 20 orange Playing Cards on draft of
M.E. Reeves & Co., Cincinnati, Octo-
ber 3, 1866, stamp tied by company
handstamp. Ornately printed in purple
with vignette of statue of “Liberty.” I
have seen five to ten of these.

The use of Playing Cards stamps by
this company over a period of more than
three years seems highly unusual. It is
not known whether this stamp was used
exclusively or sporadically.

4. 20 orange Playing Cards on check
of Commercial Bank, Pittsburgh, May

C,4

i4 ,LA„.
"»•

' *

Q a
i-’Y'HV.. V

e.*-" /*- * •

i f -
'C

... ,A/

Figure 8. 20 blue Playing Cards part perforate on
handwritten receipt, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Janu-
ary, 1865.

cel, January 4, 1864.
6. 20 orange Playing Cards on check

of the Girard Bank, Philadelphia, April
19, 1864, stamp with manuscript can-

0955).
4. 40 Playing Cards on promissory

note for $617 payable in ten days, Bos-
ton, May 16, 1864. Stamp with manu-
script cancel, fresh with rich color.
Properly taxed at 1863 Inland Exchange
rate of $.01 per $200 or fraction. The
note has been trimmed by a few mm,
possibly having been cut from a sheet or
book after use, and the left perfs of the
stamp have been slightly cut away.
50 Playing Cards

1. 50 Playing Cards on letters testa-
mentary, Wayne County, Ohio, May 12,
1865, stamp with manuscript cancel.
Taxed at the general certificate rate.
Three additional printed certificates
with this stamp have been recorded,
including the one listed below.

cel.
7. 20 orange Playing Cards on check,

Cincinnati, March 13, 1863, other de-
tails unrecorded.

8. 20 orange Playing Cards on re-
ceipt, Philadelphia, October 29, 1864,
stamp with handstamp cancel of Thos.
A. Biddle & Co.
30 Playing Cards

1. 30 Playing Cards block often, strip
of four and pair on a document, no other
details available. This document real-
ized $205 in the Clarence H. Eagle sale
conducted on May 26-28, 1923, by
Percy G. Doane as reported in MekeeVs
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2. 50 Playing Cards on full-page
letters of administration, Second Dis-
trict Court of New Orleans, July 25,
1865, stamp tied by manuscript cancel.

3. 50 Playing Cards (x 18, including
blocks of 6, 5 and 5, the last faulty, with
two additional stamps missing) on deed,
amount $600, Jefferson, Texas, No-
vember 23, 1865, stamps with manu-
script cancels.

4. I have seen several examples of
promissory notes taxed at the 1864 rate
bearing a single or pair of this stamp.
20 Green and Black
Proprietary

1. 20 green and
black Proprietary on
check of the Connecti-
cut General Life Insur-
ance Co., on the First
National Bank, Hart-
ford, April 3, 1873,
stamp tied by mute cut
cancel. The find of
these checks included

Troutman (1987) lists three different
examples of match stamps used on
document, all reported in the revenue
literature of 1934-50. To these I can add
more.

1. 10 D.M. Richardson match stamp,
20 U.S.I.R. (x 2), 100 Certificate (x 2),
250 Certificate, $1 Inland Exchange, on
handwritten deed or mortgage, amount
$1500, Parish of East Feliciana, Louisi-
ana, stamps with manuscript cancels
dated October 22, 1866 (except the two
100 stamps, at bottom, which are un-

mercial transactions. From any stand-
point payment of documentary taxes
with non-documentary revenues, while
illegal, was nonetheless widespread.
My intuition is that this reflects public
ignorance or confusion regarding the
tax laws rather than a knowledgeable
flaunting of the law because of the
improbability of penalties. Indeed, it
seems reasonable to conclude that leni-
ency was incorporated into the law in
this regard precisely because of wide-
spread public uncertainty or in anticipa-

tion of it.
Despite the wide

range of usages listed
here, it would be wrong
to conclude that they
are common. The 140
or so items noted above
have been culled from
many thousands ob-
served over the years.
On average the inci-
dence of documents
bearing non-documen-
tary revenues is proba-
bly on the order of one

in one hundred. Even a check or receipt
bearing a 20 blue Proprietary is a fairly
scarce item and several of the unusual
usages listed above are undoubtedly
unique. Moreover, it can be estimated
that only a tiny fraction of non-docu-
mentary stamps found their way onto
documents. For example, consider the
First Issue Proprietary and Playing
Cards stamps. Suppose that a thousand
documents bearing these stamps sur-
vive today. This is possibly an overes-
timate, but deliberately so. Now sup-
pose that for each such document be-
tween 100 and 1000 originally existed,
with the upper figure again almost cer-
tainly a generous overestimate. This
would make a total of 0.1 to 1.0 million,
the lower figure probably being the
more likely one. In comparison, a total
of over 660 million stamps were issued.
It seems that, in round numbers, about
99.9 per cent of these non-documentary
stamps were indeed used as as the law
intended. Using analogous calcula-
tions, even higher estimates can be ob-
tained for the private die stamps or the
1871-1881 proprietaries.

Finally, I would like to thank Ed
Andrews, Brian Bleckwenn, Ed Bush-
nell, Ed Lipson, Paul Markison, Mike
Morrissey, Ira Moss and Lev/ Smith for

several with this Figure 9. 30 1871 Proprietary, 20 Third issue documentary, on promissory

stamp. The check is note for $20, Islip, Long Island, March, 1872.

ornately printed in
green and is also found with the 20
Second and Third Issue documentary
stamps; seen together these three differ-
ent bicolored frankings make a striking
display.

I have also recorded this stamp on
checks for the First National Bank of
New England, East Haddam,
Conecticut, August 11, 1874; and on a
March 3, 1876, check from Hartford
(bank not recorded). Troutman (1987)
illustrates two additional examples.
While certainly scarce, checks stamped
with the 20 green and black Proprietary
probably should not be considered rare.
30 Green and Black Proprietary

1. 30 green and black Proprietary, 20
Third issue, on promissory note for $20,
Islip, New York, March 1, 1872, stamps
with manuscript cancels Printed in
green with vignette and paste-over label
of Manufacturer’s National Bank (Fig-

canceled). This document was illus-
trated in a dealer’s net price list, 1983,
priced at $250.

2. 10 D.M. Richardson match stamp,
20 Bank Check (x 2), on handwritten
promissory note for $100, Kenton,
Ohio, December 30, 1864, stamps with
manuscript cancels. Quite dilapidated
with filing crease breaking paper of the
match stamp.

3. 10 D.M. Richardson match stamp
(x 2, uncanceled) on handwritten re-
ceipt for payment of $263 by estate
administrator, January 14, 1865. This is
on the reverse of a handwritten state-
ment that this amount was due, with
jurat of County Clerk, Warren County,
Illinois, also dated January 14, 1865,
bearing a 50 Express stamp with manu-
script cancel.

The use of the D.M. Richardson 10
stamp of four of these six documents
seems extraordinary.

To summarize, the documents re-
corded bear 18 different non-documen-
tary revenues and include twelve differ-
ent basic types of documents as clas-
sified by the tax tables. They originated
in 22 different states and one territory,
from banks to brokerage houses and
fromcourt houses to mining camps in an
impressive array of personal and com-

ure 9).
500 and $1 Green and Black Proprie-
tary

1. 500 and $1 green and black Pro-
prietaries on warranty deed, Findlay,
Ohio, January 10, 1872. This fabulous
piece was reported by Ward (1942). Its
whereabouts is not known; hopefully it
is still intact.
Private Die Stamps
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participating in this survey. I would like
to invite readers to contribute to the
ongoing work of tabulating documents
bearing Civil War revenues.
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French Colonies Revenue Catalog
For almost ten years, Gerry Abrams

and Henri Jan ton had been working on a
comprehensive catalog of the French
colonies revenues. Some of these works
were printed in The American Revenuer
as individual country listings, and the
Indo-China section was published in the
Indo-China Philatelist.

A few months ago, the partially
completed, preliminary copy of the
catalog was sent to me to attempt its
completion. The time delay to com-
plete, typeset, and publish the entire
catalog (500 pages, 1500 illustrations)
would take another three years. Since
demand would be small, the cost would
be prohibitive.

For the reason of cost and because
some collectors specialize in only cer-

tain areas, the catalog will be printed in
five parts, i.e.: Part I—North Africa
Colonies; Part II—Sub-Sahara African
Colonies; Part III—Mid-East Colonies ;
and, Part IV—Far-East Colonies; and,
Part V—Misc. and Island Colonies
(Madagascar, Reunion, French Guiana
etc.). The typed 8-1/2 x 11 inch pages
with the actual stamps (or photos) at-
tached, will be run off on a xerographic
machine and spiral bound between card
covers. Because of the fiexability of the
printing system it will be possible to
obtain pages only punched for a 3 ring
binder for a $2.00 permium, direct from
the publisher only.

Part I (Algeria, Morocco/Tangiers)
pages will be available by the end of
September. The price will beUS $12.50

postpaid by Book Rate (seamail over-
seas). Pre-publication orders will be
accepted for immediate shipment when
available. Send orders to the address
below with checks payable to me. After
publication, orders will be through the
ARA Catalog Sales Manager.

Collectors with French Colonies
items they feel might be unlisted or new
discoveries, should send the informa-
tion to me for inclusion in the catalogs or
the first amendment. The catalogs are
sponsored by the ARA, and a portion of
the price will revert to the ARA Publica-
tion Fund. Send orders to Donald L.
Duston, 1314-25th Street, Peru, Illinois
61354.
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The American Revenue Association
Thomas M Warren 4499, 6303 N Chester Ave, Indianapolis,
IN 46220, by Secretary. US and possessions.
Highest membership number assigned on this report is 4499.
NEW MEMBERS
Numbers 4477-4487
APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT
Peter G Champion 1524, 14867 Ave 313, Visalia, CA 93277,
by Secretary. US Taxpaids, National Park Service stamps and
passes.
DECEASED
Stanley E Schur
MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
Previous membership total ...
Applications for membership
Application for reinstatement
Deceased
Current membership total

Secretary’s Report
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
In accordance with Article 4, Section 2(c) as ammended
December 31, 1979, of the ARA By-laws, the following have
applied for membership in the ARA. If the Secretary receives
no objections to their membership by the last day of the month
following publication the applicants will be admitted to mem-
bership.
Keith H Fessenden 4496, 764 Garfield, Denver, CO 80206,
by Secretary.
Reuben Klein 4497, 131 Saddle Rock Rd, Valley Stream, NY
11581, by Secretary. Dealer-state and fed duck stamps.
Larry H Lyons 4495, 20 Beachside Common, Westport, CT

06880, by Michael Aldrich. Early US revs used.
Andrew Swatkovsky 4494, Poolville Road, Hubbardsville,
NY 13355, by Richard Friedberg. Beginning revs.
Lee C Underwood 4498, PO Box 3356, Kalamazoo, Ml
49003, by Betty Walther.

1500
6
1
1

1506

FINLANDIA
continued, from page 122

a gold medal. But when the FIP’s rules
do not (yet) accept, we have created a
special class outside the competition
proper. Its purpose is primarily to give
collectors of revenues an opportunity to
have their collections displayed to the
public at large and in particular to phi-

latelists. This will surely bring out how
completely free of contrivance the ori-
gins of such issues are. It will also be
seen that all the methods and practices
of philatelic collecting and research are
applicable to them too.

A preliminary allocation of 120
frames has been made for the special

class of revenue stamps, and these will
be apportioned in such a way as to
achieve as varied a selection as possible
of the whole world’s revenue stamps.

Ask for further instructions and the
entry form for revenues collections
from the FINLANDIA 88 exhibition
office.

Letter
years, when, for upholding law, and
publicly denouncing a gang of despera-
does, with our sheriff, their secret Chief,
a price was set by them upon my head.

But these scenes of violence, and
threatened violence, are fast passing
away. The millennium is dawning. The
reign of Peace is drawing nigh;—and
without fertile agricultural vallies, and
rich resources in mineral wealth, when
throughout our Territory shall rise those
twin-pioneers of civilization, the
Church and the School House, this land
will be the fairest of the fair.

continued from page 124
have the vanity to believe that I can
collect 10 percent more revenue in
Montana than any one else can. I have
collected, under all my difficulties, 96
percent, of the assessments. The re-
maining 4 percent, for peculiar reasons
existing here,—as they do not in the
States,—is not collectible. Thus:—a
laboring man has earned $6.00 per day
for 300 days; total $1,800. His family
have expended every cent of it, and he
has not a dollar in the world; for a
laboring man earning six dollars per day
here is no better off than he who earns
$1.25 per day, in the States. This man
makes an honest return of an income of
$1,800,—of which $1,200 is taxable.
His tax is $60. but it can never be col-
lected. If it were not for these peculiar
cases I ’d collect 98 percent, of all the
assessments.

There is still much opposition to the

law, and to its enforcement;—but the
refractory have learned from experi-
ence, that I will not be trifled with. Still
they improve every opportunity to find
fault, or escape the payment of duties.

I have endeavored to give you some
idea of the situation of affairs here, as I
found them, and as they now are. Per-
haps it may interest you. In this Godless
country, this country of lawlessness,
highway robberies, and Vigilance
Committees,—this country where
nearly 200 murders have been commit-
ted but no man convicted by the
Courts,—this country where a U.S.
Grand Jury, recommended that the
court turn over all criminal business;
into the hands of Vigilantes,—this
country where every man takes his life
into his own hands wherever he goes,—
it is but a record of a common experi-
ence;—very tame in comparison with
my experience during the two previous

Sincerely yours,
(signed) N.P. Langford

This letter appeared in a special July ,
1987 , issue of the Tar Heel Revenews
published by the Greensboro , NC Dis-
trict of the Internal Revenue Service.
Our thanks to member Kenneth Good-
fellow for sending it to us.





F R E N C H C O L O N I E S
W e h a v e u s e d F o r b i n ' s 1 9 3 7 F r a n c e & C o l o n i e s R e v e n u e
C a t a l o g u e i n d e s c r i b i n g t h i s s e c t i o n. C a t a l o g u e
v a l u e s a r e e x p r e s s e d i n 1 9 3 7 F r e n c h F r a n c s.

WHITTIER PHILATELIC SERVICES
Eric Jackson

6727 S. Washington Ave
Phone: 312-698-3193

P.O. Box 651, Whittier , CA 90608
1 1 9 C A M E R O U N E n r e g i s t r e m e n t 1 9 2 7 s u r c h a r g e o n 1 0$,

2 0 $ & 5 0$ p o s t a g e ( 2, 4, 9 ) F-V F
1 2 0 -T a x e s C o m u n a l e s 3 d i f f t o 4 0F F-V F
1 2 1 C H A D D i m e n s i o n 5 F o n 4 F g r e e n; T i m b r e F i s c a l

5 0$ V F
1 2 2 F R E N C H W E S T A F R I C A C o n n a i s s e m e n t s 9 d i f f F- V F

1 2 3 -C o n t r a t s D i v e r s 1 9 1 9 1 0 $, I F, 3F; 1 9 2 1 I F,
3F, 5 F; u n l i s t e d 2 0$ o n 4 0$, 1 . 5 0F o n 5 F,
( 2, 6-7, 1 5-1 7 ) F-V F c o u p l e s m f a u l t s

1 2 4 -D i m e n s i o n 1 9 2 3-5 9 d i f f (1, 3, 7-8, 1 6, 2 5,
2 7-8, 2 9 ) F-V F

1 2 5 -E f f e t s d e C o m m e r c e 2 0 d i f f, m a n y b e i n g s u r-
c h a r g e d v a l u e s, F s o m e f a u l t s P H O T O

1 2 6 -J u d g e m e n t 1 9 1 5 2F 5 0; 1 9 2 1 4F; 1 9 2 8 3F/ 2F ,
u n i 2 0$ / 4 0$ ( 6, 1 6, 1 7 ) f e w s m f a u l t s P H O T O 6 0 . 0 0+

1 2 7 -L i b e r a t i o n s 1 9 1 5 5 0$, I F, 3F; 1 9 1 7 s u r c h 3
d i f f; 1 9 1 8 2 5$, 5 0$, I F, 3F, 5 0$/2 5$, 6F/3F,
1 0F / 5F ( 3-5, 8-9, 1 1, 2 2-2 5 , 2 7, & 2 u n i )

MAIL BID SALE #25 2 3 . 0 0

CLOSING DATE: SEPTEMBER 11, 1987
TERMS OF SALE: Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at a slight advance over the second high bid. Tie bids go
to the earliest received. Bid on any sheet of paper. Please check your bidsheet as your errors are your responsibili-
ty. Successful bidders who are known to us will have their lots sent prior to payment. For others, payment must be
received before lots will be sent. Cost of postage & insurance will be charged to the buyer, minimum $1.50. All pay-
ments are due upon receipt of invoice, U.S. funds only. We accept VISA and MASTERCARD; send all raised infor-
mation on the card. Any lots found to be unsatisfactory due to error in description may be returned within five days
of receipt. Minimum bid is $2.00. The placing of a bid signifies acceptance of the foregoing terms.

All stamps are in used condition unless noted as mint (*).

2 2 . 5 0+

5 3 . 5 0+

U N I T E D S T A T E S - S c o t t C a t a l o g u e N u m b e r s

1 S O C I A L S E C U R I T Y E S S A Y $1 v i o l e t V F P H O T O
2 - $4 y e l l o w P H O T O
3 R a i l r o a d c a n c e l s o n R 1 5c & o t h e r s , 4 0 v a r i o u s,

m u c h d u p l i c a t i o n
4 R 5- 1 5 2 $ F i r s t I s s u e, g r o u p o f s e v e r a l t h o u-

s a n d, s o m e m o u n t e d o n p a g e s s h o w i n g p l a t e v a r -

i e t i e s, p o s i t i o n s, s c r a t c h e s, e t c.; m u l t i p l e s,
c a n c e l s a n d m o r e; m a n y l o o s e i n g l a s s i n e s,
g o o d l o t f o r s t u d y , i n c l u d e s 3 R 7 a, 6 R 7 c &

1 R8c
5 F i r s t I s s u e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 4 3 v a r i o u s,

m o s t w i t h f a u l t s
6 R 2a L a w r e n c e , C o h e n & C o. p r i n t e d c a n c e l,

F s m s c i s s o r c u t a t b o t t o m l e f t P H O T O
7 R 2c A n d r e w D o u g h e r t y p/ c , A v g-F s h o r t p e r f s

P H O T O
8 R 6c 1 9 0 c o p i e s w i t h h a n d s t a m p c a n c e l s , m u c h

d u p l i c a t i o n
9 R 7 a F b l a c k h a n d s t a m p c a n c e l

1 0 R8c V F s h o r t p e r f a t t o p

1 1 R I O c V F
1 2 R1 4c A v g-F
1 3 R 3 2a F f a u l t y
1 4 R 3 8c F+
1 5 R4 2b F-V F
1 6 R 4 9 a F -V F
1 7 R6 3c 3r d A V . R. R. C o. c a n c e l F-V F

1 8 R6 5b V F r e d h/ s c a n c e l , p i n h o l e P H O T O

1 9 R7 8a F
2 0 R 8 3c F t h i n s p o t

2 1 R8 7c F f e w s h o r t p e r f s
2 2 R8 9c* F f e w s h o r t p e r f s
2 3 R9 6c F
2 4 R 1 1 7 F- V F e m b o s s e d c a n c e l b r e a k s p a p e r

2 5 R 1 5 4* r i g h t m g n i m p r i n t & p l a t e # 5 3 6 s t r i p

o f 3 F -V F
2 6 R1 7 9 V F s m a l l t h i n P H O T O
2 7 R2 4 6- 5 0 F-V F u n c u t
2 8 R5 5 3 V F f e w s h o r t p e r f s
2 9 R7 0 5 V F c u t c a n c e l P H O T O
3 0 R 7 1 4 V F c u t c a n c e l , s t a p l e h o l e s P H O T O
3 1 R 7 3 3* p l a t e #1 6 8 1 0 5 b l o c k o f f o u r

3 2 R 8 3a A v g
3 3 R B4 a F -V F
3 4 R B4 1* F- V F P H O T O
3 5 R B6 0* V F
3 6 R D1 0 8* F-V F
3 7 R D 3 3 4 F-V F c u t c a n c e l , C V a s p e r f i n

3 8 R D 3 3 5 V F c u t c a n c e l
3 9 R E 6 1* V F
4 0 R E 6 3* F- V F
4 1 R E1 0 7 D s t a m p p o r t i o n o n l y , v a r n i s h e d, s t a p l e

h o l e s P H O T O
4 2 R E1 6 6 F p e r f i n
4 3 R F V 2 F- V F u s u a l c r e a s e
4 4 R G 1 4 F s t a p l e h o l e s
4 5 R G1 5 F
4 6 R G1 9 F
4 7 R G 2 2 A v g-F l a r g e t h i n P H O T O
4 8 R G2 6 F-V F s t a p l e h o l e s
4 9 R G 4 1* A v g
5 0 R G 1 2 4 F
5 1 R G1 2 5 F-V F s t a p l e h o l e s
5 2 R H3 u s e d o n e m p t y c i g a r e t t e t u b e p a c k a g e
5 3 R J A5 9 C* F-V F
5 4 R K 6 b l o c k o f f o u r F P H O T O

5 5 R K3 0 F
5 6 R K3 9 F e m b o s s e d c a n c e l , c o r n e r c r e a s e
5 7 R N-B 1 7 b c u t s q u a r e

5 8 R N- X 4* I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l R R m i l k c a n r e c e i p t ,
w i t h C h i c a g o P h i l a t e l i c S o c 1 9 2 3 m e n u o n b a c k ,
F f e w c r e a s e s , b i t t a t t e r e d e d g e s , R A R E

7 5 . 0 0
1 5 0 . 0 0

5 9 R0 3 7b A v g, m u l t i p l e f a u l t s P H O T O
6 0 R0 1 3 6a F s m a l l t e a r a t l o w e r r i g h t P H O T O
6 1 D. M. R i c h a r d s o n e s s a y , s l a t e b l u e V F P H O T O
6 2 R0 1 7 9d F-V F u s u a l r o u g h p e r f s, t h i n
6 3 R S4 2e F t h i n, p u l l e d p e r f P H O T O
6 4 R S 7 3b V F f e w s h o r t p e r f s P H O T O
6 5 R S 9 9b u s u a l c l i p p e d p e r f s, c r e a s e, l i g h t

s o i 1i n g
6 6 H e l m b o l d ' s M e d i c i n e e s s a y, b l u e, V F P H O T O
6 7 R S I 0 6 b F-V F s m a l l s e a l e d t e a r, s h o r t p e r f P H 1 7 5 . 0 0

3 4 . 0 0+F-V F
4 0 . 0 0

1 2 5 . 0 0
6 0 . 0 0

1 2 8 -M u t a t i o n s M o b i l i e r e s 1 9 1 5 I F, 1 0F, 2 0F, u n i

6F/ 3F; 1 9 2 1 6F / 3F , 1 0F , 2 0F, u n i 3F/ 1 0F f a u l t y
( 2, 5, 6, 1 1, 1 3, 1 4 & 2 u n i ) F P H O T O

1 2 9 -O b l i g a t i o n s 1 9 1 5 4 0$, 4 F, 6F, 5 0$ / 6 0$; 1 9 1 8
6F (2, 5-6, 1 5, 2 1) F-V F c o u p l e s m f a u l t s P H 6 0 . 0 0+

1 3 0 -P e c u l e 1 9 2 6 I F, 5F, 1 0F, 2 0F; 1 9 4 2 I F, 1 0F,
2 0F; 1 9 4 7 5 0F /1F, 1 0 0F /1F F-V F P H O T O

1 3 1 -Q u i t t a n c e s 2 4 d i f f F-V F f e w s m a l l f a u l t s
1 3 2 -T a x e F i x e 1 9 1 6-2 3 1 0 d i f f (1, 3, 4, 1 2, 1 4

1 8, 1 9, 2 0-2 2 ) F s o m e f a u l t s
1 3 3 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 8 d i f f o v e r p r i n t s / s u r c h a r g e s

o n r e v e n u e s o f A l g e r i a F-V F

1 3 4 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 5 3 d i f f o v e r p r i n t s / s u r c h a r g e s

o n s t a m p s o f C a m e r o u n, v a l u e s t o 1 0 0 0F, F-V F
f e w s m a l l f a u l t s P H O T O

1 3 5 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 7 d i f f i n c l u d i n g 2 o v e r p r i n t s

o n s t a m p s o f D a k a r a n d 1 o n I v o r y C o a s t , F-V F

f e w s m a l l f a u l t s
1 3 6 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 2 d i f f s u r c h a r g e s/o v e r p r i n t s

o n r e v e n u e s o f F r e n c h E q u a t o r i a l A f r i c a,
v a l u e s t o 5 0F , F-V F c o u p l e s m a l l f a u l t s P H

1 3 7 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 9 3 6 s u r c h a r g e s, 6 d i f f o n
o n I v o r y C o a s t 1 9 3 6 1$ p o s t a g e F-V F P H O T O

1 3 8 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 9 4 5 1 7 d i f f t o t h e 5 0 0 F
v a l u e, F- V f P H O T O

1 3 9 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 9 4 6- 5 3 p r o v i s i o n a l s u r c h a r g e s

o n t h e 1 9 4 5 i s s u e, 1 0 d i f f F-V F P H O T O

1 4 0 -T o u t e s T a x e s 1 9 2 3 5 0 $, 2F / 5 0$, 5 F/ 5 0$,
1 0F / 5 0 $ ( 1, 3, 4, 5 ) F

1 4 1 G U A D E L O U P E v a r i o u s p o s t a g e s t a m p s o f t h e 1 9 2 8-
1 9 4 0 i s s u e o v e r p r i n t e d F I S C A L w i t h n e w v a l u e s
1 3 d i f f F-V F f e w s m f a u l t s P H O T O

1 4 2 I N D O C H I N A S a i g o n-C h o l o n R e g i o n a l s 4 d i f f F-V F

1 4 3 M I D D L E C O N G O D i m e n s i o n 2F o v p t o n 1 9 0 7 -2 2 5 $

p o s t a g e V F P H O T O
1 4 4 -D r o i t d e T i m b r e S p e c i a l 3 6$ o v p t o n 1 9 0 7-2 2

5$ p o s t a g e V F* P H O T O
1 4 5 -Q u i t t a n c e s 1 9 0 7-2 2 2 5 $, 5 0$, I F o v p t s o n 1$

p o s t a g e ; s a m e o n 2$ p o s t a g e, F- V F o n e t o r n,
c o u p l e c r e a s e s

1 4 6 -T i m b r e P r o p o r t i o n e l 5 $, 3 0$, 3 5$ & 4 0$ o v p t s

o n 1 9 0 7-2 2 p o s t a g e F- V F*
1 4 7 N E W C A L E D O N I A T i m b r e F i s c a l 1 9 1 5 1 0$-8 0$ m i n t;

l a t e r i s s u e 3F i n y e l l o w, g r e e n & b l u e, c r e a s e
F-V F

1 4 8 N I G E R ( M I L I T A R Y T E R R I T O R Y ) E f f e t s d e C o m m e r c e

1 9 1 5 4 F5 0 F-V F* P H O T O
1 4 9 -J u d g e m e n t s 1 9 1 5 2 5 $, 5 0 $, 7 5 $, 2F 5 0 f a u l t y,

F P H O T O
1 5 0 -L i b e r a t i o n s 1 9 2 0 2 5 $ o v p t o n J u d g e m e n t s ( 1 0 )

A v g, c r e a s e
1 5 1 -M u t a t i o n s M o b i l i e r e s 5 0 $, I F c r e a s e, 3F

c l i p p e d p e r f s, 2 0F V F P H O T O
1 5 2 -O b l i g a t i o n s 1 9 1 5 2 0$, I F F
1 5 3 N I G E R C o n t r a t s D i v e r s 3 0$ , 5 0 $, I F, 3F (2 0 5) F 9 . 0 0
1 5 4 -E f f e t s d e C o m m e r c e 5 $ F* ( 6 )
1 5 5 -L i b e r a t i o n s 5 0$, I F, 5F ( 2, 3, 5 ) F-V F*
1 5 6 -M u t a t i o n s M o b i l i e r e s 5F, 1 0F ( 3,4 ) F-V F*
1 5 7 -Q u i t t a n c e s 5 0 $, I F ( 1-2 ) ; T a x e s, A c t e s, C o n-

v e n t i o n s 5 0$, I F, 3F ( 2-4 ) F-V F
1 5 8 -T i m b r e F i s c a l 5 d i f f F - V F
1 5 9 S O M A L I C O A S T 1 5 d i f f r e v e n u e s F-V F

1 6 0 U B A N G I -S H A R I -C H A D C o n n a i s e m e n t 1 9 2 2 1F2 0

s u r c h a r g e o n 1 9 1 5 p o s t a g e ( 2 ) V F*
1 6 1 -Q u i t t a n c e s 1 9 2 2 5 0$, I F, 1 0F, 2 0F ( 2, 3, 5 ,

6 ) V F
1 6 2 -T i m b r e P r o p o r t i o n e l 1 9 2 2 5 0$ ( 5 ) V F*

68.00+

4 0 . 0 0

3 0 0 . 0 0++ 2 5 . 0 06 8 R S I1 7 b F s e a l e d t e a r, t h i n
6 9 R S I 2 1i d V F c r e a s e, s m a l l s c i s s o r c u t P H O T O 1 7 5 . 0 0

1 0 6 . 4 0

1100.00+ 2 2 5 . 0 07 0 R S2 3 8b V F s m a l l s e a l e d t e a r P H O T O
7 1 R S2 4 7 a w r a p p e r r e d u c e d t o s t a m p s i z e, u s u a l

P H O T O

3 7 . 0 0+

7 5 0 . 0 0 1 2 5 . 0 0
11.00
2 5 . 0 0
7 5 . 0 0

f a u l t s
7 2 R V 5* V F
7 3 R V B2 u s e d o n l i c e n s e F-V F c r e a s e d
7 4 R V B1,2* V F

100.00

10.00
20.00

6 .00
3 0 . 0 0
4 5 . 0 0
1 3 . 0 0
1 6 . 0 0
20.00

T A X P A I D R E V E N U E S
B e e r s t a m p s - P r i e s t e r C a t a l o g u e n u m b e r s
A l l o t h e r s - S p r i n g e r C a t a l o g u e n u m b e r s

7 5 B E E R 1 V F c u t t o s h a p e P H O T O
7 6 -1 1* V F l i g h t c r e a s e i n l e f t s h e e t m a r g i n
7 7 -3 8E A v g-F c r e a s e d
7 8 -4 3F F-V F l o w e r l e f t c o r n e r s h e e t m a r g i n s,

c o u p l e c r e a s e s , p i n h o l e s , l i g h t s o i l i n g
7 9 -4 4 B V F c r e a s e, s m a l l t h i n P H O T O
8 0 -6 4 V F c r e a s e, s m a l l t h i n
8 1 - 7 5 F s m a l l f a u l t s
8 2 -8 7 C* V F u p p e r r i g h t c o r n e r s h e e t m a r g i n s
8 3 -151C V F P H O T O
8 4 -1 9 8a A u n l i s t e d i n P r i e s t e r , V F u p p e r r i g h t

c o r n e r h a s b e e n c l i p p e d a n d b e a u t i f u l l y
r e p a i r e d P H O T O

8 5 - a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 3 4 v a r i o u s, A v g-V F, s o m e
w i t h f a u l t s

8 6 C I G A R E T T E T A 2 3a F- V F 2 r e p a i r e d s p l i t s a n d
s m a l l f a u l t s

8 7 -T A 9 9 a V F
8 8 -T A1 1 8 V F
8 9 - T A 1 2 0 V F t h i n s p o t
9 0 -T A1 3 8a V F P H O T O
9 1 -T A1 7 5 a V F
9 2 -T B1 2 V F
9 3 -T B2 5a F
9 4 -T B 3 3b V F
9 5 - T B 3 5b* X F P H O T O
9 6 -T B8 8a V F
9 7 -T B1 0 3a V F t h i n s p o t s

9 8 -T B1 3 5 V F
9 9 C I G A R T C 3 3 3 F-V F

1 0 0 -T C4 5 7 a V F P H O T O
1 0 1 - T C5 3 2a F- V F P H O T O
1 0 2 -T C8 9 0a V F c r e a s e
1 0 3 - T C I1 7 2 a V F P H O T O
1 0 4 S M A L L C I G A R T D8 0a V F P H O T O

1 0 5 -T D8 3 a V F P H O T O
1 0 6 - T D l O l a V F P H O T O
1 0 7 S N U F F T E6 8 1a F-V F
1 0 8 T O B A C C O T F 8 5 A V F p u n c h e d r e m a i n d e r
1 0 9 -T F1 3 5 A F-V F p u n c h e d r e m a i n d e r
1 1 0 -T F 2 6 0A A v g-F c r e a s e, s m t e a r , f e w s m h o l e s
1 1 1 -T F 2 6 2A F t h i n, c r e a s e
1 1 2 -T F 4 1 5 V F P H O T O
1 1 3 - T F 4 9 0 V F
1 1 4 -T F 4 9 1 V F P H O T O
1 1 5 F E R M E N T E D F R U I T J U I C E 3 2 o z F -V F s/e P H O T O

1 1 6 H Y D R O M E T E R L A B E L 8 & N # 6 F s m a l l f a u l t s P H

1 1 7 -B & N # 2 5 V F P H O T O
1 1 8 C O N T R O L L E D S U B S T A N C E S R E G I S T R A T I O N C E R T I F I C A T E

U.S. D e p t, o f J u s t i c e, 1 9 7 6, F t a p e s t a i n s

20.00
10.00

4 . 0 0

10.00
10.008 0 . 0 0

20.00
4 0 . 0 0
4 5 . 0 0

3 . 0 0++
20.00
2 2 . 5 0

8.00
3 . 0 0
4 . 0 0 12.00

1 7 . 0 0

9 . 0 0
2 0 2 . 5 02 5 . 0 0

4 8 . 7 0
8 . 5 06 . 5 0
3 . 5 01 5 0 . 0 0

1 5 0 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0
10.00

5 . 0 0
6 . 5 0
8.00
7 . 0 07 . 0 0
4 . 0 03 5 . 0 0
3 . 5 02 . 2 5
1 . 5 01 6 . 5 0

7 5 . 0 0
3 0 . 0 0

4 . 0 0
4 . 5 0
5 . 5 05 . 5 0
2 . 7 57 . 0 0 R A R E
7 . 5 0

2 5 . 0 0
2 7 . 5 0

3 0 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
3 5 . 0 0
10.00
20.00
3 0 . 0 0

200.00
5 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0

4 . 5 0 R A R E
1 5 . 0 0 R A R EV

7 . 5 0
20.00

7 . 5 0 1 3 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 06.00

1 2 . 5 0
1 4 . 0 0
1 4 . 0 0
1 7 . 5 0
1 7 . 5 0

6.00
2 2 . 5 0
9 . 0 0

1 2 . 5 0

4 . 0 0 7 . 0 0
6 0 . 0 0+ 20.00

20.00
20.008.00

P H O T O 4 0 . 0 0
( 3 5 . 0 0 )

2 3 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

E N D O F S A L E T H A N K Y O U!
120.00
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bottled in bondcasestampsbythediffer-
ent Internal Revenue collection districts
and district collectors. If you have any
duplicates of these stamps, or any liquor
strip stamps, may I see them on ap-
proval? Thanks ! Bill Smiley, Box 361,
Portage, Wl 53901.
Exchange: Danish Revenues, Bare-
foot basis, send your wantlist and dupli-
cate list to: Gene Engman, 2139 San-
drala, Sarasota, FL 33581.
Wanted: Forbin catalog; Last Edition.
Looking to purchase or rent for two
weeks. I will pay a fee to borrow it and
pay postage both ways. Dominick J.
Santocki, RD 1, Stillwater, NY 12170.
Wanted: Revenues of Canada, the
U.S.and the world. Also "all”back issues
to date of The American Revenuer. Can
use all books and catalogues about
revenues. Will send very nice foreign
stamps in exchange. Milt Cohen, Box
276R, Avon, CT 06001.
Used Block of eight ! R81c, f to vf,

couple of thins and face smudges. First
order — $175. Possibly unique ! Askfor
xerox if desired. DIB Enterprises (I.
Bayer, ARA), Box 18032, Cleveland,

*488*
Wanted: Consular stamps "RK” on
documents. Send photocopy and de-
scription for reply to H. Ritter, 68 Heath-
erwood Hills, Norristown, PA 19403.
Paying Washington Uplandbird 1971-
2 thru 1980-1 $20.00 each. Archery
Muzzle loading 1971-2 thru 1979-80
$20.00 each, 1980-1 thru 1984-5 $8.00
each. Hound 1982-3 $15.00. Elk Res
1948, 1951, 1954, 1956 $12.00 each;
NRes 1947 thru 1954 each $15.00.
Sportsmens Council 1956 thru 1958
$8.00 each. Dave Cuartis, 1806 Syca-
more, Killeen, TX 76543-3239. *490*
Thailand: Buying and selling all reve-
nues of THAILAND,

rongvadhana, 17/41 Soi Chokchairuam-
mit, Wipaowadeerangsit, Bangkhen,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand.

Member’s Ads
Free advertisements will be give to ARA
members subject to the following condi-
tions. Requests not conforming to these
conditions will not be honored or ac-

Ohio 44118.

knowledged. *484*
One ad per issue per member;

send only one ad at a time.
Send ad on post card or card

enclosed in envelope on Iy ( no letters or
aerograms please).

Limit: 50 words plus address.
Ads must relate to revenue or

1.

2.
*485*

3.
4.
Cinderella material. You may buy, sell or
seek information.

There will be no guarantee as to
which issue your ad will appear; first
come, first served.

Ads should only be sent to:
Editor, The American Revenuer

Rockford, Iowa 50468-0056 USA
Wanted: I have been collecting the
series 1922, 1924,1926 and 1933 green

5.

6.
Kitti Dam-

*487*
*491*

Foreign Sales Notes
you to send me a note. I stopped sending
them to people during the summer
months, if they did not send explicit
instructions on the route slip, such as
“immediate” shipment or an “X”
weeks.

Many of you pay for your purchases
of under $3.00 in mint, full gum US
postage. However, I will no longer
accept fractional US postage, such as
8.30 stamps. Only US Stamps having a
face value of 10 to 560 is acceptable, and
only if in 10 increments. Thank you.

Finally, I have received several nice
Portugal, Portugal Colonies and French
Colonies salesbooks this summer. Per-
sons who might be interested in these
please drop me a line.

I still urgently need good revenue
salesbooks from Mexico, Paraguay and
Italian areas.

One correction to the TAR wrapper
on catalogs is Martin Erler’s Austria
Volume III, the issues for the provinces
of Austria is available for $10.00 post-
paid. Austria Volume II is more cor-
recdy identified as Federal issues, part

Catalogs
Since the May, 1987, issue, I have

received for sale the Switzerland Reve-
nue Catalog by Gene Kelley, postpaid
for $20.00. This is the first volume
covering Schaffhausen, St. Gallen and
Thurgau. Volume II is projected for
release in November, 1987.

After discussions with Jerry Mac-
Leith , it has been agreed that I will
handle all foreign revenue catalogs for
the ARA Sales Department exclusively
from my address. Jerry is in the process
of having his current supplies shipped to
me from California. It is hoped that this
can be completed by September. There-
fore, If you desire any foreign revenue
catalogs listed on the inside of the TAR
wrapper, even though the address is
Jerry 5 s please forward your orders to my
address and I will see that it gets into
your hands in the shortest period pos-
sible.

II.
Revenues

By the time you read this, summer
will be nearly over and many of you will
again turn your thoughts to ;your collec-
tions and the sales departments. If you
have not received a selection form me in
the past six months and you wish to get
back into the habit, please send me a
note requesting a mailing. Please be as
specific as possible on what you want,
be it revenues of Outer Mongolia or
non-revenue items such as railroads,
telegraphs, etc.

If you had been receiving salesbooks
regularly, and about May or June they
stopped coming, I am also requesting

Jim Giegerich,
Foreign Revenue Sales Manager



IFor A Mail Auction With A Difference
Write For Our Latest Catalogue.
Revenues Are Always Included

Literature: U.S. Internal Revenue
Stamps, Hydrometers, Lock Seals.

Reprint of the Springfield List: $11 ppd.

HJ.W.Daugherty
P.O. Box 1146, Easthara, MA 02642

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT
Revenues, Documents, Revenue Stamped Paper

U. S. & Possessions
Mexico, Canada-Worldwide

Ship insured with price or for offer
Also selling-send SASE for latest pricelist

W. G. KREMPER
P. O. Box 693, Bartow, FL 33830

Phone 813-533-9422 (evenings)

Canada RevenuesP81¥ATITBIATTSALE §§ §I §Lavishly illustrated mail listing of selected
items of high quality available by
subscription only at $2.00 per year.

Sample copy: for#10 39« SASE

i Bought & Sold. Want lists invited.

^ Regular mail auctions and fully illustrated price §:
§ lists, sample copy FREE.
§ 1987 CANADA COLOR REVENUE CATALOG §

^ WITH 529 COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS US$7.00 |
§ 2 Vol. Canada revenue album US $64

I I
§S5

IIU.S. SPECIALTIES
U.S. POSSESSIONS • §§§§ E.S.J. VAN DAM LTD.§

IEWTO1 TMBIM 0. § P.O. Box 300A, Bridgenorth, Ont.
, Canada KOL 1HOI§ §§‘The Premier Dealer of U.S. Possessions and U.S. Specialties”

Plaistow, N.H. 03865-0395Box 395

$100 ABSOLUTELY FREEPHILATELIC LITERATURE I
I
I

Yes! $100 Catalogue fiscals free to any-
one requesting our free profusely illus-
trated 8 page price list of India &
Indian States fiscals.
AUCTIONEERS OF REVENUES,FISCALS &
COLLECTABLES WORLDWIDE ESPECIALLY
INDIAN STATES.INDIA & NEIGHBOURING
WE SEND APPROVALS TOO - ASK FOR DETAILS
GIVING YOUR COLLECTING INTERESTS.

Philatelic Centre
106 / 1 A, S. H BANERJEE ROAD. CALLUITA- 700 014,

Standard Catalogue of Canada and the Provinces
Sissons. 1969 edition $3.00

Medicine Tax Stamps Worldwide
Griffenhagen. Many illus $5.00

Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland
James Brady. 1973 Illus,

Series of 1941 Wine Stamps
Bidwell, Fully illustrated.

$3.00

$5.65

Harry W. Heuer
205 East Nassau Street, Islip Terrace, NY 11752 M

INDIA.

7* DAVID F. CHASSY
“Peddler1st Class”
- U.S. REVENUES-

REVENUES WANTEDI I& Send a #10 stamped addressed
envelope for a copy of our

latest buy list.
AJAX STAMP CO.

P. O. Box 69, Caseville, Ml 48725

x:4

8 Will be glad to assist you in expanding and
enhancing your collection. If you will send
$1 postage for my comprehensive series of
U.S. Revenue Lists, all carefully graded and

modestly priced, I will do my best for you.

5<:

I
Established 1939: ARA ASDA APS

Ik ASDA APS M. Box 2302-R Babylon, NY 11703Albert Spaeth, ARA

i



MU
•QUALITY MATERIAL AT FAIR MARKET PRICES •

Y OU AND YOUR COLLECTION can benefit from our experience in both buying and selling, appraisals,
expertizing, mail sales, attendance at major stamp shows, auction representation, and periodic price lists.

YOUR WANT LISTS can be filled from our extensive and specialized inventory of all types of U.S.
Revenues. All Scott-listed revenues are represented in stock, including embossed and revenue

stamped paper and match & medicine. All types of Taxpaid revenues, including beer stamps, tobacco,
cigar, butter and oieo stamps, etc., are available. State revenues and possessions revenues are also well

represented. We deal in U.S. local posts and telegraph stamps as welL
See Us At These Shows:

STaMpsHOW 87, Sheraton-Boston Hotel, Boston, MA — August 20-23
BALPEX ’87, Baltimore, MD — September 5-7

Stamp Festival, New York City, NY — September 18-20

BUYING OR SELLING, contact ERIC JACKSON

WHITTIER PHILATELIC SERVICES
6727 S. Washington Ave., P. O. Box 651, Whittier, CA 90608

Let us help you with
your collectionm a m (214) 361-43226440 N . CENTRAL

SUITE 609 ^ Byron J. Sandfield, ARASend your want list for—
•U. S. Revenues
•Match & Medicines
•Revenue Proofs
•Revenue Essays
•Taxpaids
•State Revenues

We are serious buyers of
these stamps as well as

foreign revenues.

DALLAS. TX "5206
Net Sale #6
Scott Listed

1 R102c fine, w/large thins
2 R226 VF, Punch cancel
3 RD135 VF, cut cancel
4 RD253 F/VF, manuscript cancel
5 RD257 VF, hand cancel
6 RD281 VF

$ 110.00
... 150.00

10.00
50.00
55.00
9.00

7 RD282 VF
8 RD284 VF, w/thins ..
9 RD309 F/VF

10 RD335 F/VF
11 RD336 F/VF, w/thins
12 RD337 fine, w/thins .
13 RD338 VF
14 RE164 F/VF

100.00
..70.00
..45.00
..47.50
150.00
..60.00
..45.00
..30.00
..30.00
100.00
350.00
..35.00
..30.00
100.00
..65.00
200.00

15 RN-A1a VF, used
16 RN-A2 fine, used, w/one corner torn off
17 RN-B16a F/VF used
18 RN-C21bVF, used
19 RN-K4 VF, unused
20 RN-K5 F/VF, used, w/three folds
21 RN-Q1 unused, w/20% missing on left .
22 RZ1-18 F/VF, used, unpunchedGolden Philatelies Collections & Accumulations
23 U.S. revenued checks, 65 checks, 5 of each
24 The Royal Bank of Scotland, 50 total
25 U.S.Private Tobacco Proprietary Stamps (tin foils)

average to better (typical for these issues)
10 different
20 different
30 different

26 U.S. Beer Stamps, by T Priester (Paper bound) ....

50.00
15.00Myma Golden, ARA

P.O. Box 484 (516) 791-1804
Cedarhurst, New York 11516

150.00
400.00
750.00
..30.00

!




