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Dr. M. Perl, private die proprietor, has
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Collectors’ and Exhibitors’ Forum
This column has been started at the suggestion

of Tim Mcree to provide a place for comments, letters,
questions and announcements having anything to do
with the collecting and exhibiting of revenue and
Cinderella stamps. The column will not necessarily
appear at regular intervals but as material comes to
the editor. This column will be a forum and therefore
organized in a rather informal manner. It will con-
tinue to appear only if there is input from readers.

The forum's purpose will not be to present informa-
tion about any stamps or documents but will rather
discuss how to physically handle them both in per-
sonal collections and in collections for exhibition. We
will not be placing any limitations on the forum’s
scope, at least in the beginning, so this may also
develope into the placefor information about where to
exhibit and who has been exhibiting. So, your input is
desired.

A series of printed albumsfor taxpaids is being
prepared by member Paul H. Fresco (4223West177th
Street, Torrance, CA 90504. He writes:

One of the mostfascinatingareas of revenue stamps
are the U.S. taxpaid revenues. When I began collect-
ing this series severalyears ago, I was amazed that no
one was publishing an album for them. Of course, the
large “Special Tax” stamps for liquor, peddling, etc.,
do not lend themselves to an album, because they are
well over 14 inches long, but what about the smaller
stamps? Many of them contain some of the best

engraving I have seen on any U.S. stamp.
I decided to make an album for myself, using my

IBM computer to typeset it. Now I know why no one
has done such an album. It appears that the whole
series will cover about five albums of 250+ pages each.

I have just finished the first album. The research
was aided by my friend Sherwood springer and with
the assistance of Tom Priester. George McNamara,
our ARA Librarian was very helpful too. I thought it
would never end. It occurred to me that other Revenu-
ers might want a copy, so I have decided to publish it
and am currently arranging for its printing.

Thefirst album, Volume I, contains the Beer Series
1866-1951, Cigars 1891-1955, Small Cigars 1897-
1955, Customs Cigars 1904-1953, Fermented Fruit
Juice stamps,Food Order stamps, PotatoTax stamps,
Tax Exempt Potatoes, Alcohol Lock Seals and Fuel
Administration stamps. It is 271 pages long, will be
printed on quality paper and spiral bound in heavy
vinyl. Anyone who would like one is welcome to write
to me at the address given above. I am charging $50
per volume, postpaid.

As part of the next volume I am researching liquor
bottle tax stamps, and would be very glad to receive
any information that our revenue compatriots have. I
will certainly cite any contributors. This is a tough
series to obtain information on. Help!

The ARAAnnual Convention provides an excel-
lent opportunityfor collectors to exhibit their revenue
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collections. Held in conjunction with a major national
show, the convention attracts more than the usual
number of revenue collectors. Additionally, because
we hold our convention at their show, the exhibition
organizers obtain judges with a knowledge of revenue
stamps. Finally, you will have the opportunity to win
one of the ARA’s own medals or special ARA Grand

Prize given only at the annual convention.
Now is not too early to begin considering the 1992

convention. It will be held May 1, 2 and 3 in San
Francisco at WESTPEX ’92. A prospectus for this
exhibit appears on the mailing wrapper of this issue
and for the next several issues.

1878 Quarter Barrel Beer Stamp
the rare plates

by Tom Priester, ARA
The most abundant of all Federal beer stamps is

the quarter barrel stamp from the 1878 Issue. In use
from the spring of 1878 through the period of use of
the 1898 Provisional Issue (spring of 1899), six differ-
ent classifications of the quarter barrel stamp are
collected, separated by different plate and position
markings within the stamp design or by paper color.
They are cataloged as numbers 40Athrough 40F, and
are arranged chronologically.

neither did any subsequent issue of beer stamps until
the 1934 Issue with the exception of the 5, 10 and 25
barrel stampsfrom the 1914 Issue, rarely seen, which
also include plate and position numbers.

This article discusses the plates used to print the
firstfour divisionsof the quarterbarrelstamp. Eighty-
one such plates were used between 1878 and 1891 at
which time stamps of divisions five and six were
introduced.

After exhausting plates with letters A through Z,
plate numbers were used, 1through 32 and then non-
consecutive numbers starting with 1750 and running
through 2527. A collection of 1300 of the total 1620
positions has been formed which allows observations
concerning the relative scarcity of the lettered and
numbers plates with some degree of accuracy. Avery
uneven use of the various plates emerges.

Use of the alphabet plates seems uniform and
extensive for all letters except for plates I and O from
which plates stamps are not commonly found, this
perhaps results from the similarity of these two let-
ters to numbers, reason enough to not use these plate
designations (as well as J and Q ) for lock seals and
perhaps other Government issues.

From the numbered plates, stamps from plate 23
are very scarce. Stamps from plates 19, 21, 1769,
1999, 2156, 2525, 2526 and 2527 are scarce, although
not as scarce as from plate 23.

The rarest of all the numbered platesare 5 through
10. In fact, rare to the point that no stamp from plates
5, 9 and 10 is known, and only one stamp each from
plates 6, 7 and 8.

If any of our members has a quarter barrel stamp
from the1878 Issuefrom plates 5 though 10, please let
me know what you have, including plate number and
position number.

The first three classifications show a plate letter
and position number (1through 20) within the stamp
design. The fourth classification shows a plate num-
ber and position number. The fifth and sixth classifi-
cations are separated by paper color as plate and
position markings are not included within the stamp
design.

With the introduction of the 1878 Issue, plate
letters were used which followed the practice for the
previous issues of 1871and 1875. The first three beer
stamps issues, 1;866, 1867 and 1870 did not use plate
or position designations within the design; in fact,
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Dr. M. Perl
his Peruvian Bark Bitters

and Dufilho’s Pharmacie Francaise

by Andrew P. Ferry, ARA
Expenses incurred in supporting the activities of

the Union Army in the Civil War caused extraordi-
nary demands upon the Federal Treasury. The 37th
Congress passed the Revenue Act of 1862 and the bill
was signed by President Abraham Lincoln on July
2nd of that year. This was a heavy, comprehensive
excise tax law. The government was to issue revenue
stamps to be affixed at the time of manufacture to a
variety of products, most notably proprietary medi-
cines, as well as to an assortment of documents
(telegrams, bank checks, bills of lading, etc.). Propri-
etary medicines were to be taxed at the rate of 1# for
each 250 of the retail price or fraction thereof up to one
dollar, and 20 for each 500 or fraction thereof above
that amount. All of these stamps were to bear the
portrait of George Washington.

The tax on proprietary medicines remained in
effect until1883.Soon after the printing of the regular
revenue stamps began in 1862, some manufacturers
of proprietary medicines questioned whether, for ad-
vertising purposes, they could obtain distinctive
stamps bearing their own design or trademark. The
federal government thereupon authorized the peti-
tioning companies to contract with Butler & Carpen-

ter (the same firm that was printing the general issue
revenue stamps) to have dies engraved and plates
made for their exclusive use. Stamps prepared from
these plates are now known as private die medicine
stamps.

After the Civil War ended in 1865, manufacturers
of proprietary medicines in the former Confederate
States of America were now also required to pay
federal taxes on their products. Virtually all of them
settled for using the general issue revenue stamps
bearing the likeness of George Washington. Only a
handful of the southern manufacturers of proprietary
medicines arranged to have private dies made. Dr. M.
Perl & Co. of New Orleans was one of these firms.

The histories of all the proprietary medicine firms
that used private die stamps on their products to
satisfy the taxlaw that was in effect from 1862 to 1883
were recorded decades ago, some of them in magiste-
rial detail, by Henry Holcombe.1 But he described
some of them in little more than outline form. It has
been pointed out that companies located in areas
other than the Northeast were accorded descriptions
which were extremely sparing in detail when com-
pared to the histories of those located closer to New
York, where Holcombe was situated.2,3

n
/Jt'S.
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Figure 1. Entry in the left side of the Butler and Carpenter order book.
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Figure 3. The sketch presented to Butler and Carpenter by Kouns served as the model for thestamp. The overall size
of the paper on which the model was printed is 178 x 48 mm. The dimensions of the essay are 139.5 x 24.25mm, which
are very slightly larger than those of the stamp that was ultimately produced.

Holcombe’s article on Dr. M. Perl & Co. was pub-
lished more than half a century ago in Weekly Phila-
telic Gossip and occupies only two-thirds of a page.1
(All of Holcombe’s articles on the histories of the
companies that used private die stamps were as-
sembled in anthology form in 1979 by George B.
Griffenhagen, thereby rendering them much more
accessible to philatelists.4) Other than a shortaccount
of the history of New Orleans, most of the information
in Holcombe’s brief article about Dr. M. Perl & Co. is
readily available in the Boston Revenue Book that
was published in 1899.51know of no article about the
firm that may have appeared since Holcombe’s article
was published in 1939.

An entry in the left side of the Butler and Carpen-
ter order book (Figure 1) discloses that the request by
Dr. M. Perl & Co. to have a private die stamp made
was received on January 19, 1867. It was ordered by
G. L. Kouns of New Orleans, acting as agent for Dr. M.
Perl & Co. The stamps was to indicate payment of a
tax of six cents, and was to measure 5Y2 x 1 inches
(Figure 1).

An entry in the right side of the Butler and Carpen-
ter order book (Figure 2) indicates the ‘Title,” along
with the instruction that the monogram and trade-

mark were to be as per the sketch presented to Butler
and Carpenter by G. L. Kouns.

The sketch presented to Butler & Carpenter by
Kouns served as the model for the stamp, and is
illustrated in Figure 3. The handwriting of three
individuals appears on the model. An asterisk in-
scribed with pink ink at the right side of the central
design directsattention toapink asterisk beneath the
lower frameline, where a handwritten entry in pink
ink says:

Inscribe in this side the same as on
the opposite Dr M Perl & Co New Orleans
La & Manufacturers & Proprietors
Written in black ink along the left side of the model,

by two other hands, is the notice that the model was
approved in the Office of Internal Revenue on Janu-
ary 29, 1867, by Thomas Harland, the Deputy Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue. He signed his name
and entered the word “Deputy” before “Commissioner”
in the material that had been prepared for his signa-
ture by a staff member.

The stamp wasfirst issued on May1,1867.Thelast
issue was less than five months later, on September
23, 1867. A total of 15,750 stamps, all of them on old
paper, were printed by Butler and Carpenter of Phila-

£ 4 jfaz&su+tsde

'djjfa +* % mc/rnc
o4,'

t£ j

Figure 2. Entry in the right side of the Butler and Carpenter order book.
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Figure 4. The private die revenue stamp of Dr. M. Perl & Co. The design is printed in black, on old paper.
The size of the engraving is 138 x 24 mm.

delphia. The size of the engraving (Figure 4) is 138 x
24 mm. Because the sheets were not perforated, the
stamps were trimmed close to the design before being
applied to the bottles of medicine. The strip stamp
was intended to be affixed over the cork and down the
neck, so that in accordance with the requirements of
the Revenue Act it would be effectually destroyed
when the bottle was opened.1

The denomination of value was 60 , indicating pay-
ment of tax on an item that retailed for $1.50. Dr. M.
Perl & Co. are designated on the stamp as the manu-
facturersand proprietorsof the medication.The trade-
mark at the stamp's center is puzzling. Neither
Holcombe nor the authors of the Boston Revenue
Book speculated upon this point. I believe the cres-
cent is probably emblematic of New Orleans, ‘The
Crescent City.” The monogram above the crescent
(Figure 4) is more enigmatic. According to the Boston
Revenue Book, the monogram is “S. A. M.” Holcombe
described it as “S. H. M.” He seems not to have noticed
that his interpretation of the monogram differed from
that offered in the Boston Revenue Book. If he did

notice the difference, he failed to point it out. I am not
sure what the lettersin the monogram are, and I don’t
know what they represent. Holcombe’s interpretation
(S. H. M.) appears more likely than does the one
offered in the Boston Revenue Book.

This stamp has always been scarce. In the 1934
Match and Medicine Stamp Census 20 copies were
recorded. In Michael Aldrich’s 1987 census, 17 were
reported. The stamp is assigned number RS188a in
the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps and is priced at $1,100 in the 1991 edition.

One crumb of information supplied by Holcombe
that is not given in the Boston Revenue Book is the
address at which Dr. M. Perl & Co. were listed in the
New Orleans city directories: 124 Chartres Street.
Because I have occasion to visit New Orleans from
time to time, in 19811 decided to see what I might be
able to find in the way of information regarding the
recondite activities of Dr. Perl. I pursued this activity
intermittently during the subsequent nine years.
These efforts were marked by a series of false leads,
blind alleys and dead ends. But I reached the end of

H f?AM:PAP f

900 1000400 500 600 700 800300100 200

f FRENCH QUARTER (Vieux Carre) BUHHUNOV

• i fHiFigure 5. A tourist map of the
French Quarter published in 1989.

The Vieux Carre is bounded by the
Mississippi River, Canal Street,

North Rampart Street and Espla-
nade. See text for explanation of

arrowhead and curved arrow.
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Perkins Wm . engineer, 330 Howard
Perkins Willis, coffee house, 60 South market
Perkins Wm. W. engineer, 77 Oasquet
Perkins Willis, pitot , 243 Common
Perkins Wm , M . ( Perkins , Swtns&n if Co . )
Perks M. Mrs. clothing, 65 Front
Perl M . hr . & Co. drug store and chemical

laboratory , 1 *24 Chartres
Perlev, John , blacksmith, 165 Basin
Persolt (Constant Mrs. grocery, Claiborne , c

Ursulines
Perossier Alcide. colored, barber, 85 St , Louis
Perpect G . F . piano maker, 5U Camp
Perpeet It . G . Rev, 333 Dryades
Prrji-re A . clerk , 145 Old Lev^e

During this visit to New Orleans in 1986,1found no
record of Dr. Perl in various histories of the city
published by conventional historical sources such as
businessgroups, medical societies or religious organi-
zations. Nor was anything to be found in confederate
soldier registries, cemetery records or the like. A
search of the city directories showed no entry for Dr.
Perl in 1858, 1860, 1861 or 1866. (No New Orleans
directories were printed during the Civil War years.)

Dr. Perl’s first listing occurs in Gardners New
Orleans Directory for 1867.The entryshown in Figure
6 appears in the main section of the directory. The
book also contains a separate business directory. Dr.
Perl is not listed under the heading of “Physicians.”
But under “Drug Stores and Apothecaries” appears
the brief entry:

“Perl M. Dr. & Co. 124 Chartres”Figure 6. Dr. Perl's listing in Gardner's New Orleans
Directory for 1867. (Photograph prepared from micro-
film.)

In the main section of Gardners New Orleans
Directory for 1868, the listing of the Dr. M. Perl & Co.
drug store and chemical laboratory at 124 Chartres
Street again is found, as it was in the previous year.
In the business directory at the back of the book,
under “Drug Stores and Apothecaries,” appears the
entry, “Perl M. & Co., 124 Chartres.” Although Dr.
Perl had not been listed under the heading of “Physi-
cians” in the 1867 directory, his name does appear
under that heading in the 1868 directory. The entry

the trail in Texas, in the spring of 1990.
The New Orleans Years

A visitor to New Orleans will find that Chartres
Street is located in the French Quarter (the Vieux
Carre). This old, rectangular portion of New Orleans
(Figure 5) was laid out in 1720 by the engineers of
Bienville, the city'sfounder. Many of the old buildings
in the French Quarter remain. An impending visit to
New Orleans in 1981 offered the prospect of a visit to
the Vieux Carre and the possibility of seeing the site
at 124 Chartres Street mentioned in Holcombe’s ar-
ticle.

is:
“Perl J. M. 124 Chartres, d 2”

The “d 2” signifies “District 2.” I believe the initial
J. in Perl’s name is simply an error.

A search of the city directories for the years 1869
through 1883 revealed no later listings for Dr. Perl.
But while subsequently leafing through the general

At the time of my visit in 1981 I encountered bad
news. The building that was situated at 124 Chartres
Street had recently succumbed to the wrecker’s ball
as part of a clearing operation preparatory to the
impending construction of the Marriott Hotel on Ca-
nalStreet. The 124 Chartres Street site is now part of
the hotel’s parking garage (Figure 5, arrowhead).

This setback, together with the fact that I did not
even know what the firm’s products had been (the
stamp merely advises, “Manufacturers & Propri-
etors”), caused me to put aside my interest in Dr. Perl
until I returned to New Orleans in 1986.

Many firms that manufactured proprietary medi-
cines in the 1800s advertised widely in various for-
mats. These advertisements appeared in almanacs,
on advertising trade cards, and in newspapers and
national magazines. But I had never seen an almanac
published by Dr. M. Perl & Co., nor had I seen either
advertising trade cards issued under the company’s
direction or advertising in national magazines of the
day, such as Harper s Weekly.

Pauphine , d 3
fbtpas Ernest , nmrhinist , 100 Johnson

^ Pupa* Ernest , blacksmith . 3B4 81 . Ann
t Punas Dominick , pardoner. First , c Clinton , jt Carrollton
O Du pas Dominique, mattress maker, White, n j

Aubrey . « 1 3

^4 Papas J . Dr. 124 Chartres j
^ Dujias Marcelle , shoemaker, 350 Bourbon , d 3 |

Pupassenr Edouard A Co.
chants. H Royal , res 203 Bourbon ;

JiJ Pupeire Oscar, MI par broker, 400} tit . Charles \

_CD Duperon L . planter, Louisiana av, c Laurel , 1

Jefferson city

0) Du
Du
Du

Du

Du

commission mer~ s bn
D u

<D
Du

—g DUPERRON L. Dentist, 52 Royal j
and GC Bienville

Dr
Di
i no !

Figure 7. Entry for Dr. J. Dupas in Gardner’s New
Orleans Directory for 1867. (Photograph prepared from
microfilm.)
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curved arrow) and that it housed one of New Orleans'
well-known attractions, “La Pharmacie Francaise” of
Louis Dufilho. When the streets in the French Quar-
ter were renumbered in 1894, this building was as-
signed its current number,514.1immediately recalled
having visited this small museum upon several occa-
sions in the past, having had no idea that it was
related to the activities of Dr. Perl.

I returned to New Orleans later in 1986, hoping to
unravel the mystery surrounding the interrelation-
ships of Dr. J. Dupas, Dr. M. Perl and the Dufilho
pharmacy. Could Drs. Dupas and Perl have been one
and the same person, “Dr. Perl” having been an
invention of Dr. Dupasfor use as a surrogate name in
the commercial aspects of his enterprises? Why was
there no entry for either Dr. Dupas or Dr. Perl in any
directory after 1868? And what about Louis Dufilho,
whose drugstore seemed to have been intertwined
with the activities of Dr. Dupas?

The most convenient and complete assemblage of
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Figure 8. Listing for Dr. J. Dupas at Dufilho’s drugstore
in Gardner’s New Orleans Directory for 1866. (Photo-
graph prepared from microfilm.)

section of the 1867 directory once again, I stumbled
upon an entry for a Dr. J. Dupas (Figure 7). He was
listed at 124 ChartresStreet, the identical address as
that given elsewhere in the same directory for Dr.
Perl. A further search of the 1867 directory for Dr.
Dupas indicated that he did not list himself under
either “Drug Stores and Apothecaries” or “Physi-
cians.”

In the following year, 1868, there was no entry at
all for Dr. Dupas, nor was there one in 1869 or in 1870.
But in Edwards New Orleans Directory for 1871, Mrs.
J. Dupas was listed as residing at 124 Chartres
Street. Turning back to the 1866 directory, the one
that immediately preceded the year in which Perl's
name was first listed, I found the following entry
under “Apothecaries, Druggists” (Figure 8):

“Dufilho’s drugstore, Dr. J. Dupas, 124/Chartres”
Thus, there seemed to be at least three people or

firms at theT24 Chartres Street address: Dr. Dupas,
Dr. M. Perl & Co. and Dufilho’s Drug Store.

I was conducting most of my research at The
Historic New Orleans Collection on Royal Street,
which is located in the French Quarter, just a block
from ChartresStreet (Figure 5). As I was preparing to
end this visit to New Orleans in 1986 I mentioned to
one of the reference librarians, Mrs. Pamela
Arceneaux, how fragmented a trail Dr. Perl (if he
existed) had left, and how chagrined I had been in
1981 upon learning that the building situated at 124
Chartres Street had just been torn down. I was aston-
ished to learn from her that the streets in the French
Quarter were renumbered in 1894. She added that
the building that had borne number 124 until then
was still standing in the French Quarter (Figure 5,

Figure 9A. Appearance of the building at 124 Chartres
Street soon after Peter Boehm purchased it from Dr.
Dupas’ widow in 1875. (Courtesy of The Historic New
Orleans Collection)
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information about Dufilho is in “Square 27” of The
Historic New Orleans Collection’s Vieux Carre Sur-
vey. It offers a one-stop opportunity to obtain the
flavor of the events that took place at the site where
Dr. M. Perl & Co. were located.

Louis Joseph Dufilho, Jr. was born in France in
1788.6 He was the second son of Jean Dufilho, whose
older son was Louis Dufilho.The “Jr.” was usedfor the
second son to signify that he was the younger of two
siblings with the same first name, rather than a son
who had the same first name as his father.6

Jean Dufilho arrived in New Orleans between 1800
and 1803, and it is presumed that he was accompa-
nied to America by his wife and children.6 Louis
Joseph Dufilho, Jr. attended the “College de
Pharmacie” in Paris. After completing his education
there, he returned to New Orleans where, no later
than 1816, he was licensed as an apothecary.7 He
shares with Francois Grandchamps the honor of be-
ing America’s first licensed pharmacist.

Louis J. Dufilho, Jr. is of considerable interest to

students of pharmacy and proprietary medicine
stamps. The licensing and regulation of pharmacists
in Louisiana played a prominent role in the history of
legislation pertaining to pharmacy in the United
States. The licensing in Louisiana resulted from ef-
forts made by the Medical Board requiring the regis-
tration of physicians, dentists, apothecaries and
midwives. It was Louis J. Dufilho, Jr. and Francois
Grandchamps who played key roles in getting legisla-
tion enacted. There is a record of only one licensed
apothecary in states other than Louisiana before
1847, while within Louisiana there were at least one
hundred twenty-four licensed apothecaries. These
data support the view that the pharmacy licensing
movement in the United States had its roots in Loui-
siana with Louis J. Dufilho, Jr.6/7

Under the auspices of the American Institute of the
History of Pharmacy, a ceremony was held on October
10, 1963, at the former Dufilho pharmacy. The his-
torical plaque awarded at the ceremony reads:

“In his shop on this site Louis J. Dufilho practiced
pharmacy. As one of the first of his profession to have
been licensed in the United States (no later than
1816), Pharmacist Dufilho symbolizes the beginning
of a system of certifying the professional competence
of pharmacists and the recognition of the vital signifi-
cance of that competence for the public health.

“Authorized by the American Institute of the His-
tory of Pharmacy.”

Of particular interest to students of proprietary
medicine stamps is the fact (as noted in The Times-
Picayune of October 11, 1963) that George
Griffenhagen participated in the ceremony. He was
there as Editor of the Journal of the American Phar-
maceutical Association and as a former curator of the
Division of Medical Sciences at the Smithsonian In-
stitution. In a recent personal communication, Mr.
Griffenhagen advised me thathe has since been to the
Dufilho museum on many ceremonial occasions, in-
cluding one in March of this year, but that he had
never realized this was the site at which the short-
lived Dr. M. Perl & Co. enterprise had held forth.

On June 2, 1822, Louis J. Dufilho, Jr. purchased
from Philip Sadtler land upon which he soon began
construction of a building. By 1823 the Dufilho Phar-
macy was opened on the ground floor and the
apothecary’s family occupied the apartments above.
Dufilho operated his pharmacy at this location for 32
years, becoming one of New Orleans’leading pharma-
cists. On March 21, 1855, he sold his pharmacy
(including the building, fixtures and stock) to Dr.
James Dupas for $18,000. Louis J. Dufilho, Jr. re-
turned to France in April 1856. He is said to have died
at La Rue, near Blois, on April 15, 1856.8Figure9B.Dufilho 'sPharmacie Francaise as it appears

today. (Photograph by Grant L. Robertson)
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To obtain further information about Dr.
James Dupas, I visited the Rudolph Matas
Historical Collection in the library of the
Tulane University School of Medicine. It is
here that the Reg i s t r e du Comi t e Med ica t e de
la Nouve l l e Or l eans covering the period from
April 29, 1816, through August 14, 1854, is to
be found.9 This is the official document of the
Eastern Licensing District of the state of
Louisiana containing the names of the phar-
macists and physicians licensed to practice in
Louisiana from1816 to1854. From 1854 until
1894, licensing was performed by the Louisi-
ana State Board of Health. Records from that

8<tun kin port*1lot.* All ytyttemp*.
M. K. irAfJCiEUTV.

du C'annl , JS'® 13*1
* m

011*

iff?
ha *

?2 HOT—l^f
' , et Imm
toil 124* CitAJtTftKf.

Mm Ik EciuMi
III, C ' ii -4 tfi.fi*

M * JTML
on r

0, Um\l

DR, M. PERL & CO,,>rl-
Jmm

ft*’1L ; Im iBbxmmhvm in: DUPIMIO,
If UK »15 1IAKT«*»—HM

m> iirrw.K *o«i,i01 :
|rro« #1 #fi

mufuu t
’ h in *tj*

immr I*** lit ecHttig**rI 4« j

ptlotitlc
Erwii^ai* AngUU,

AltaM 4« #1 Af»4r|ral»%

rre* #0

•Li
fHi

lr«134
®ij

trtNsf*1= I,period are fragmentary. (Personal communi-
cation, Mrs. Paula M. Mensen, Louisiana
State Board of Medical Examiners, October
31, 1989)

Dr. Perl is not listed in the registry, but Dr. wm t
Dupas is. An entry on June 23, 1840, records H*tt {
the committee’s evaluation of James Dupas’
qualifications.The transactions were recorded
in French in the hand of Louis Dufilho, Jr.,
who was one of the examining committee
members. The records note that Dr. James
Dupas had a diploma from the faculty in
Paris. His application for a license to practice MW j f|^|F% n ^medicine was approved.
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Figure 10A. The initial advertisement by Dr. M. Perl & Co. It
appeared on the frontpage of L’Abeille de la Nouvelle Orleans on
November 22, 1866. (Photograph prepared from microfilm.)

ties, one finds a disturbing note in an 1852
issue of The Boston Medical and Surgical
Journal (theforerunner of today’s prestigious
New England Journal of Medicine ). Under
“Medical Miscellany,” there is the cryptic statement
that, “Dr. Dupas, of New Orleans, has been sent to
prison for one year—having stabbed a man.”10 (Dr.
James Dupas was the only Dr. Dupas in New Or-
leans.)

virtually certain that Dr. Dupas and Dr. Perl (if such
a person existed) must have known each other and
that, if Dr. Dupas’ health permitted, they may well
have been involved in a business enterprise together.

Dr. Dupas’ widow sold the building to Peter Boehm
on February 8, 1875. He converted it to The Crescent
City Paper Ware House. Shown in Figure 9A is a
woodcut depicting the appearance of the building at
124 Chartres Street soon thereafter. The Boehm
family sold it to John Pierce in 1898, and it subse-
quently endured a checkered course, passing through
various hands until it was purchased by Robert S.
Maestri, the mayor of New Orleans, in 1937. Late in
the year he donated the building to the City of New
Orleans, and it is still owned by the City.

In 1950, the building was opened to the public as a
pharmacy museum. This was done by the City of New
Orleans in conjunction with the School of Pharmacy
of Loyola University. The building is shown in Figure
9B as it appears today.

By 1986 I had learned a great deal about 124
Chartres Street, but virtually nothing about the elu-

After purchasing the pharmacy from Dufilho in
1855 , Dr. Dupas leased the drug store to J. Gourdon
& Co.11 In 1859 he took over the business, operating a
medical practice and pharmacy in the building.11 Dr.
Dupas died at the age of 60 years on April 2, 1870.12
His last listing in the city directories was in 1867. Dr.
Dupas’ name is not found in the directories for 1868
and 1869, either in the general section or in the
business directory under the headings of “Physicians”
or “Drug Stores and Apothecaries.” But his obituary
listed his residence as 124 Chartres Street.12 Thus, he
seems to have continued living at 124 ChartresStreet
after he apparently retired, perhaps for reasons of ill
health, from the practice of medicine and pharmacy in
1867. This was the very year in which Dr. M. Perl &
Co. of 124 Chartres Street received and used their
private die stamps. Thus, I came to regard it as
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Figure 10B. The same advertisement as it appeared in The New
Orleans Bee (the English language version of L’Abeille de la
Nouvelle Orleans,) on December 5, 1866. (Photograph prepared
from microfilm.) While leafing through For Bitters Only on

another occasion, I found (on page 266) a
listing for Stonewall Jackson Stomach Bit-

ters. This amber bottle measures 8.5 x 2.5 inches andsive Dr. Perl. He seems to have appeared in New
Orleans in 1866 and to have been gone, if he did exist
at all, by 1868. In addition to a complete lack of
information about Dr. Perl, there is a corresponding
total absence of information about the firm’s propri-
etaries. The private die stamp (Figure 4) bears the
cryptic statement, “Dr. M. Perl & Co., Manufacturers
& Proprietors.” Manufacturers and proprietors of
what?

I had never seen an advertisement published by
Dr. M. Perl & Co. for any of the firm’s products.
Although I have had a long-standing interest in alma-
nacs issued by proprietary medicine companies, I
have never seen one issued by this firm. And in a list
assembled by Rodney Brunsell of all manufacturers
of proprietary medicines that issued almanacs, Dr. M.
Perl & Co. is not included.13 Similarly, I have never
encountered any advertising trade cards or advertise-
ments in either pharmaceutical journals or in na-
tional publicationsofthe day,such as HarpersWeekly,
that might have offered clues about the firm and its

bears the words, “Dr. M. PERL & Co.” on one side
panel. It is accorded the designation “Exceptional” by
Mrs. Ring, signifying that only one to five bottles are
known to exist.

At least I now knew what it was that Dr. M. Perl &
Co. manufactured. But what about the above-men-
tioned lack of advertising for these products? It be-
came apparent that despite the company having gone
to the expense of obtaining a private die stamp, its
initial plans did not include wide advertising.Asearch
of local newspapers of the period seemed to be about
the last resort remaining in a search for advertise-
ments of the firm’s products.

Upon returning to NewT Orleans in 1989, I found
that microfilmed copies of The New Orleans Bee (and
its French language edition, L’Abeille de la Nouvelle
Orleans ) and The Daily Picayune were on file in the
New Orleans Public Library and in the Howard-
Tilton Memorial Library of Tulane University.

I arbitrarily selected January1, 1866, as the start-
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ing date for my study of the newspapers. Nothing was
found until I reached the edition of UAbeille de la
Nouvelle Orleans that was published on November
22, 1866. On the front page was the initial advertise-
ment for Dr. M. Perl & Co. (Figure 10A). The adver-
tisement indicated that the firm consisted of M. Perl,
G.L. Kouns and Ben B. Kouns. (The Boston Revenue
Book notes that the Dr. Perl private die stamp had
been ordered by, and registered in the name of, G.L.
Kouns & Brother of New Orleans.) The advertise-
ment was in French, and advised the public that the
firm was the successor of Dufilho, Jr.

No mention is made in the advertisement that
Dufilho had been dead for ten years or thathe had sold
his business to Dr. Dupas in 1855. The advertisement
added that M. Perl & Co. were wholesale and retail
druggists and chemists, and that the firm had an
extensive assortment of drugs, chemicals, patent
medicines, etc. (Figure 10A). No mention was made of
a particular patent medicine.

After its initial appearance on the front page of the
newspaper, the advertisement was moved back into
the classified section. It subsequently appeared in
English (Figure 10B) in The New Orleans Bee , the

English language version of the newspaper. It offered
the same information as that which was given in the
earlier advertisements in French.

By January 11, 1867, the names of the three indi-
viduals who seem to have been the principals in the
firm no longer appeared in the advertisements, which
were otherwise little changed.

The first advertisement for a specific product that
the firm entered in any of the New Orleans newspa-
pers appeared in The Daily Picayune on March 26,
1867 (Figure 11). Dr. M. Perl & Co. advised the public
of the virtues of their Peruvian Bark Bitters, “A
certain preventive to fever and ague.” The bitters
were prepared in New Orleans from the recipe of a
Southern practicing Physician (Dr. Dupas?; Dr. Perl?).
Geo. L. Kouns & Bro. are listed as wholesale agents.
Dr. Perl’s name does not appear, except in the firm’s
title.

The Peruvian Bark Bitters advertisement also
began to appear inUAbeille de la Nouvelle Orleans, in
French.

The last advertisement for Dr. M. Perl & Co. that
I found in any of the New Orleans newspapers ap-
peared in The Daily Picayune on December 28, 1867.
Itwas the Peruvian Bark Bittersadvertisementshown
in Figure 11. The wording of the advertisement re-
mained unchanged from that which had appeared in
the initial advertisement on March 26, 1867. The
control data in the lower right hand corner of the
advertisement (Figure 11) indicate that it first ap-
peared on March 26, 1867, and that it was to run for
one year. But I found no advertisements for the firm
in any of the 1868 editions of either the Picayune or
the Bee. It is known that the last issue of the company’s
private die stamps was made on September 23, 1867.5
The firm may have been in the process of dissolution
by the end of that year.

Although at this point there seemed to be little
hope of learning anything more about the elusive (?
illusive) Dr. Perl, I had recently found a Dr. Michael
Perl listed in a national medical directory that was
published in 1886.16 He was the only physician named
Perl in the directory, and practiced in Houston. A
business trip to that city scheduled for the spring of
1990 offered the prospect of learning more about Dr.
Michael Perl and his relationship, if any, to the Dr. M.
Perl of private die proprietary stamp renown.

PKKLVIAN BAKU BITTKIiS,
CELEBRATED TONIC AND ALTERATIVE.

A CERTAIN PREVENTIVE TO NEVER AND AGU*.
PREPARED IN NEW ORLBAN8

From the recipe of ft Southern practicing Physi
ciftn of acknowledged scientific ability, rrom the
best Bed Cinchona (Peruvian ) Bark, selected ea
pociftlly lor the purxxMCk

The proprietor* offer the Peruvian Bark Bitten
m % preventive for Fever and Ague, an excellent
Alterative and Tonic, peculiarly adapted to the
Southern climate, aDepurative of the Blood and
4her fluids, and an agreeable Stimulant*

These Bitter* will effectually cure Dyspepda,
^digestion. Liver Complaint, Chronic Diarrhea,

Intermittent Fever, Ague, Diseases of the ! Kid*

nay* all Disease* art*Mg from a Disordered. Liver,
Stomach and Intestine*, and ail kind* of Period**
cal Disorders.

DR. M. PERL k CO
Sole Proprietor* and Manufacturers, Mew Or*

lean*, La s 124 Chartres street
* ,

GKO. JL KOUNS k BRO
59 Common street, New Orleans,

Wholesale Agent*
* 9

Sold by all Druggists and Dealer* The Houston Years
The previously mentioned listing for Dr. Michael

Perl appeared in Polk's Medical and Surgical Direc-
tory for the United States.16 It was published in 1886.
Dr. Perl was listed in the section pertaining to Hous-
ton. The entry indicates that he had received his
medical degree from the Medical Faculty of Pesth

mhm jrr -iy

Figure 11. The first advertisement for a specific propri-
etary (Peruvian Bark Bitters) of Dr. M. Perl & Co., as it
appeared in The Daily Picayune on March 26, 1867.
(Photograph prepared from microfilm.)
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“Death of Dr. Perl.—The Journal is pained to
announce the death of Dr. M. Perl, of Houston, a
prominent long-time physician of the Bayou city. He
died of apoplexy, January 2d, inst.”
By far the most valuable of the three citations

(Figure 13) is the third one. The Medicine Man in
Texas was written by George Plunkett Red (Mrs.S.C.
Red) and is a compilation of brief biographies of
physicians who were prominent inTexas'early days.18

The entry pertaining to Dr. M. Perl is reproduced in
its entirety in Figure 14. The date of his graduation
from medical school is given here as 1862, rather than
the 1861 date offered in Polk's Directory16 and in
Holloway.17 One learns that he married Mary Allen, a
daughter of Henry R. Allen. Mr. Allen and hisbrother,
Augustus, were speculators from New York who
bought several thousand acres of mosquito-infested
swampland on the banks of the Buffalo Bayou in
1836. They named their town after the hero of the
Battle of San Jacinto, General Sam Houston, and are
regarded as the founders of the city.

But although providing considerable biographical
background about this Dr. M. Perl, no mention was
made by Mrs. Red of his having been involved in any
activity other than the practice of medicine. Nor is
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Figure 12. Dr. Michael Perl’s listing in the Houston
section of Polk’s Medical and Surgical Directory for the
United States, published in 1886.16 The R indicates that
he was a Regular Physician (i.e., not a Homeopathic or
Eclectic Physician). The name of the university (Pesth)
from which he reportedly obtained his M.D. degree in
1861 is also given.

University in 1861(Figure 12).Soon after discovering
the listing in Polk's Directory, I found an entry for Dr.
Michael Perl in Medical Obituaries. American Physi-
cians Biographical Notices in Selected Medical Jour-
nals Before 1907.17 This advises (Figure 13) that he
had been bom in 1835, in Vienna.The entry adds that
he received his M.D. degree from Pesth University,
but cautions that this claim had not been confirmed.
Dr. Michael Perl died on January 2, 1895, and refer-
ence is made (Figure 13) to three obituary citations.

The reference to the first of these three citations
{The Texas Courier-Record of Medicine ) is flawed in
that the obituary notice appears on page 136 of that
publication, not on page 106. And the information
provided in The Texas Courier-Record of Medicine
turns out to be, in its entirety, simply: “Dr. Perl, of
Houston, died, Jan. 2, of apoplexy.”

The entry in the second reference {The Terns Medi-
cal Journal ) cited by Holloway is as follows:

DR. M. PERL was born in Vienna, Austria , September
1, 1835. His parents, Leon and Leonie Perl, who were also
natives of Austria, were members of respectable and well-
to-do families belonging to the agricultural class. After re-
ceiving good home training Dr. Perl was sent to one of
the leading colleges of his native city, where he took a
seven years’ course in literature, the sciences and physical
training, after which he began preparation for entry into the
medical profession. For five years he attended lectures in
the Imperial Medical College of Vienna, but before gradu-
ating quit school and entered the Austrian Army, serving
as assistant surgeon in that army during the war between
Austria and Italy in 1859-60.

After the termination of this war he was stationed at

the Orzy Hospital at Pesth, Hungary, and at the Royal
Hungarian Medical College of that city, graduating Jan-
uary 20, 1862. In 1863 he went to Mexico and resided for
something like two years in Matamoras and in the City of
Mexico. In 1866 he came to Texas, locating at Houston,
May 10th of that year. He at once entered the practice of
his profession.

In the twenty-eight years of residence in the city, Dr.
Perl became firmly attached to the people of the com-
munity, whose liberality in extending him patronage he
was glad to acknowledge and whose manner of life, feelings
and sentiments he found to be much in accord with his
own.

October 1, 1866, Dr. Perl married Miss Mary Allen , a
native of Houston, and a daughter of Henry R . Allen , a
member of the old and highly respected Allen family. By
this union there were three children , one daughter and two
sons.

PERL, MICHAEL, Houston, Texas ( b, XI-1 -1835 Vienna,

Austria; d/I -2 -1895 ) MD Pesth, Hungary 1861 [not con-

firmed] . Texas courier -rec med 12 : 106, 1894 . Texas
med jour 10: 361, 1894 -95. Polk 1890: 1082 . G P Red:

251V252T
Figure 14. Biographical sketch of Dr. M. Perl in G.P.
Red's, The Medicine Man in Texas.'8 No mention is
made of a sojourn in New Orleans.

Figure 13. Holloway ’s compilation of medical obituar-
ies17 cites several notices pertaining to the death of Dr.
Michael Perl.
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there any mention of his ever having lived in New
Orleans. He is said to have arrived in Houston in 1866
(Figure 14), and to have lived there for the rest of his
life, a circumstance discordant with the fact that the
Dr. M. Perl of proprietary medicine renown had been
located in New Orleans in 1867 and 1868. And be-
cause he was listed in the 1867 New Orleans city
directory, he probably had arrived in that city by
1866, when data for inclusion in the 1867 directory
were being compiled.

I reached the end of the trail in my search for
information about Dr. Perl in the Houston Public
Library in April of 1990.Thefirst city directory on the
shelf wasfor theyear1866.There was no entryfor Dr.
Perl. The second directory was Leonard’s Houston
City Directory for 1867-1868. Again, there was no
listing for Dr. Perl. The next directory was Murray’s
Houston Directory for 1870-1871. In the business
directory located near the back of the book there is no
listing for Dr. Perl under either “Druggists” or “Phy-
sicians.” But in the general alphabetical section of the
directory the following entry is found among the Ps:
“Pearl [sic], Dr. Beef Packer.”

In the Brinsmade and Marston Houston City Di-
rectory for 1873, brief advertisments for “Dr. Perl’s
Turkish Baths” are scattered randomly throughout
the entries in the general section of the directory.
(There is no mention of the beef packing business.)
Some of these one sentence advertisements are as
follows:

A. Turko-Russian Baths Cleanse the inward as
well as the outward Man.

B. Turko-Russian Baths are the Greatest Luxury
of the Age.

C. Turko-Russian Baths are adapted to make
Health healthier.

D. Turko-Russian Baths inducefree Perspiration.
E. Turko-Russian Bathscure diseases of the skin.
F. Turko-Russian Baths cure Consumption and
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Figure 16. The first part of Dr. Perl’s obituary published
in The Houston Daily Post on January 3, 1895.
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The next directory on the shelf was for 1877-1878.

Its front cover bears an advertisement for Dr. M.
Perl’s Texas Hygenic Institute. The advertisement
illustrated in Figure 15 appears on page 161 of the
directory.

In the 1882-1883 directory, and in subsequent
years, no mention is made of either the beef packing
business or the Texas Hygenic Institute. Dr. Perl
listed himself simply as “Physician and Surgeon.”

Figure 15. Dr. Perl’s listing in the 1877-1878 Houston
city directory includes an advertisement for his enter-
prises.
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Figure 17B. Dr. M. Perl& Co. medicine bottle inscribed
“PERUVIAN/BARK. BITTERS” on aqua bottle.

Figure 17A. Dr. M. Perl& Co. medicine bottle inscribed
‘BITTERS” on amber bottle.

served in the Austrian army as a surgeon and was in
the Franco-Italian War with Austria. The obituary
continues, in part, as follows:

“He came to New York in 1862 and thence went to
Mexico, settling in Matamoros. Here he entered upon
the practice of his profession and was eminently
successful. While he made money rapidly in Mexico,
the country was not suited to his tastes, and he
resolved to come to the United States and live. He
came to Houston in 1865, but after remaining here a
few months, he went to Galveston and after a few
months' stay in that city, decided to locate in New

Knowing that Dr. Michael Perl had died on Janu-
ary 2, 1895, I sought his obituary in the Houston
newspaper in the hope of finding evidence to substan-
tiate my growing belief that he was the Dr. M. Perl
who had been located at 124 Chartres Street in New
Orleans in the mid-1860s.

Hisobituaryappeared in theHoustonDaily Post on
January 3, 1895, and is partially reproduced in Figure
16. Dr. Perl obviously was held in the highest regard
by his fellow citizens. The writer says that after
receiving his medical degree in Hungary, Dr. Perl had
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Figure 18. Die proof on India paper of the stamp used by Dr. M. Perl & Co.

Orleans, whither he went.
“In1866,however, Dr.Perl was married in this city

to Miss Mary Allen, the daughter of Mr. Henry Allen,
the family whose name is so inseparably connected
with the foundation of this city.

“In 1868, Dr. Perl returned to this city and had
resided here ever since. Having discovered a new
process for preserving beef, for a year after his return
to this city, the doctor devoted his energies in connec-
tion with several other gentlemen to a beef packery,
but a man so well equipped by nature and education
for the profession of medicine, could not long remain
out of its practice and in 1869 he resumed the practice
of his profession in this city and continued it most
successfully even unto the very day of his death.”
He was survived by his wife, a daughter, and two

sons, one of whom was a dental student in Philadel-
phia. Burial was in Glenwood cemetery.

His obituary, therefore, places Dr. Perl in New
Orleans in the mid-1860s. He had arrived in Houston
in 1865 and, after remaining there for “...a few
months...” left for Galveston, where he again stayed
for several months before moving on to New Orleans.
So, he arrived in New Orleans either at the very end
of 1865 or sometime in 1866. The obituary indicates
that he returned to Houston in 1868, a timing that is
again in keeping with Dr. Perl’s listings in the New
Orleans city directories.
Epilogue

By a remarkable coincidence, just as this manu-
script was nearing completion I acquired two bottles
that had been used by Dr. M.Perl & Co.These became
available when a large collection of New Orleans
medicine bottles was sold in New York in June 1991.
This was the first time I had ever seen a Dr. Perl
bottle.

The two bottles are illustrated in Figure 17. Both
are square and have smooth (non-pontilled) bases.
The first bottle (Figure 17A) is amber with a tinge of
olive and measures 8Vi6 x 2Y2 x 2V2 inches. It has an
applied, tapered collar lip.Three sides bear vertically
arrayed embossed inscriptions. On the central panel
the inscription is “BITTERS”; the inscription on one

side panel is “Dr M. PERL & Co.” and it is “NEW
ORLEANS. La” on the other side panel. This bottle is
not listed in Carlyn Ring’s book.14

The second bottle (Figure 17B) is aqua and mea-
sures 8% x 2V2 X 2V2 inches. It has an applied, tapered
lip. Three sides bear vertically arrayed inscriptions
embossed in low relief. On thecentral panel, inscribed
in two lines, is “PERUVIAN/BARK BITTERS”; the
inscription on one side panel is “Dr M. PERL & Co.”
and it is “NEW ORLEANS. La” on the other side
panel. This bottle is of the type described in Mrs.
Ring’s book.

A number of loose ends remain in the unfolding of
Dr. Perl’s story. One is the question of whether or not
he did graduate from medical school. The entry in
Holloway’s Medical Obituaries cautions thathisclaim
of having received hisM.D. degreefrom Pesth Univer-
sity had not been confirmed.17 And one cannot help
wondering about the romantic account of a newly
graduated young physician leaving his homeland in
Central Europe for brief stays in Mexico, Houston,
Galveston and New Orleans before finally settling
permanently in Houston. His entrepreneurial bent
was demonstrated in New Orleans. There is no evi-
dence that he engaged in the proprietary medicine
business after returning to Houston, but before set-
tling into the conventional practice of medicine he
was involved in a beef packing business and in own-
ership of a “Hygenic Institute” that featured Turko-
Russian Baths for which extravagant claims were
made. With the aid of colleagues who have connec-
tions in Hungary, I am attempting to determine
whether or not he did graduate from medical school.

The matter of the monogram on the stamp (Figures
4 and 18) is another unsettled point. The authors of
the Boston Revenue Book regarded the letters as
being “S.A.M.” Holcombe described them as “S.H.M.”
I am not sure what the letters in the monogram are,
nor do I know what they signify. Holcombe’s interpre-
tation (S.H.M.) appears more likely than does the one
offered in the Boston Revenue Book.The initials don’t
seem to be a combination of those of the central
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characters in the story (M. Perl, the Kounsbrothersor
Dr. Dupas). Many possibilities come to mind. For
example, S.H.M. could stand for “Southern Home
Medicines,” but there is no evidence that the firm ever
used this term in referring to their products. Obvi-
ously, without having general agreement as to what
the letters are, further discussion of what they may
represent is a particularly futile type of speculation.

Because 'TRADE MARK” appears in the crescent
beneath the monogram (Figure 18), the possibility
that the files of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
might contain information regarding the monogram
suggested itself. But a recent visit to that facility in
Arlington disclosed that the date on which the federal
government issued the first trademark was October
25, 1870, some three years after the Dr. M. Perl & Co.
firm was dissolved.

The entry in the right side of the Butler and
Carpenter order book (Figure 2) does mention the
monogram. In referring to the stamp’s vignette, the
word “Monogram” is preceded by several letters that
are open to a variety of interpretations. One that
occurs to me is “K&P.” Could this signify “Kouns &
Perl”? Perhaps the currently unavailable Butler and
Carpenter correspondence may contain information
pertaining to the components of the monogram and
their significance.
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Addendum Submitted in Proof

Shortly after this manuscript was submitted to
The American Revenuer, I received my copy of the
catalog for the auction of the Morton D. Joyce collec-
tion of private die proprietary stamps, proofs and
essays. The sale is to be held on September 12-14,
1991. Because this is universally regarded as the
finest collection of United States proprietary stamps
and related materials ever to have been assembled,
particular care was taken in preparation of the auc-
tion catalog.

One feature is the inclusion of selections from
bibliographic material pertaining to private die pro-
prietary stamps compiled by Richard Riley. Upon
skimming over the list of articles selected by Dr.
Riley, I was astonished tofind one by Henry Holcombe
entitled “Peruvian-Bark Bitters.” Although no men-
tion of Dr. M. Perl & Co. is made in the title, I
suspected strongly that the article concerned this
firm, and I have just received a copy of it for review.

The paper was published in Weekly Philatelic Gos-
sip {1960; 71:174-175). It isaboutone and one-quarter
pages in length and is unillustrated except for a
photograph of the firm’s private die stamp. No refer-
ences are provided.

A number of interesting points are included in the
article. Holcombe says that Perl was “...trained as a
pharmacist....” but offers no further information in
this regard. He describes Perl’s application to the
United States Patent Office in Washington for a
patent to protect his “Improved Medical Compound.”

Holcombe was now aware of something that he had
not mentioned in his1939 article, i.e., thefact thathis
interpretation of the monogram on the stamp differed
from that offered in The Boston Revenue Book. After
seeking the opinion of many colleagues, he was con-
vinced that the letters were “S.H.M.” and wandered
whether they might stand for “Southern Heart Medi-
cine.”

Holcombe concluded his article by saying that Dr.
Perl “...vanished completelyfromthisearthlyscent...”
by the end of December 1867.
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Document of the Month (36)

by Michael Mahler, ARA
This piece combines dazzling

the fiscal historian. It is

dated March 30, 1867, comprise
nine large handwritten pages on

be helpful.

of Pennsylvania had granted to
Pennsylvania Railroad Co. the w’

of the so-called Main Line of pr
works between Philadelphia
Pittsburgh, specifically including

Columbia and Hollidaysburg, a
tance of perhaps 175 miles. In ]

sembly had incorporated the Penn-
sylvania Canal Company, and
authorized it to purchase the afore-
mentioned canals from the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Co. at a price agreed
upon by the two companies.

By the present deed, the railroad company, acting
on a resolution by its board of directors that “it is
desirable to separate thecanalsfrom the Railway and
other departments of this company,” conveyed these
canals for $2,750,000, to be paid as 55,000 shares of
the capital stock of the Pennsylvania Canal Co., par

Figure 1. Ninth page of deed conveying Pennsylvania Canal between
Columbia and Hollidaysburg to the newly-formed Pennsylvania Canal
Company.

value $50 each. These shares had to be specially
issued for this transaction, since the total issue prior
to thishad amounted to just353shares.Itfollows that
the Pennsylvania Railroad Co. had received some
99.4% of the stock of the Pennsylvania Canal Co. On
page eight of the deed it becomes clear that this
exchange was an inside job—the same two men, J.

Dr. Perl oncluded
Rudolph Matas Historical Collection, Library of
Tulane University School of Medicine.)
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Figure 2. Close view showing stamps affixed by grom-
mets, and a statement that the property was conveyed
for 55,000 shares of stock with par value $2,750,000.
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Edgar Thomson and Edmund Smith, have signed as
President and Secretary, respectively, of both compa-
nies. Probably the Pennsylvania Canal Co., though
independent on paper, functioned as a subsidiary of
the Pennsylvania Railroad Co.

On the same page are three copies of the First Issue
$200, flanked by three of the $50, with two lightgreen
pictorial company seals and a red ribbon nicely comple-
menting the colorful stamps. As was done on a num-
ber of other Philadelphia vellum deeds I have seen,
the surface of the paper around and beneath the
stamps was lightly abraded, evidently a precaution to
ensure that the stamps would adhere. Each stamp
was then further fastened to the page with a small
metal grommet, which cut a 5 mm hole in the process.
Some might consider this a philatelic tragedy, but as
a fiscal historian, I do not. First and most important,
the grommets greatly increased the probability that
this very beautiful document would survive to the
presentday withits stampsintact.Second,other than
the grommets the stamps are uncanceled, and this
allows the full beauty of their designs and colors to be
seen without interference, an effect that is especially
fortunate in view of the rich colors and exceptional
freshness of these particular copies.

Perhaps the makers of the deed concluded that as
the grommets virtually guaranteed the stamps would
not be re-used, which is after all the essential purpose
of any cancellation, it was unnecessary to inscribe the
customary names or initials and date. Finally, if the
above conjecture is correct, the grommets can legiti-
mately be thought of as a forerunner of the defacing
cancels which came into common use a few years
later. As described in detail earlier in this series
(Mahler, 1988a), in 1870 the Commissioner of Inter-

nal Revenue ruled that all handstamp or machine
cancelers would be henceforth required to break the
paper of the stamp. This was part of an ongoing effort
to eliminate the re-use of stamps, which eventually
led to the Second and Third Issues. Fiscal history
concerns itself with the usage of revenue stamps, and
if that usage sometime included defacing cancels, so
be it. I prefer to think of the grommets as part of that
panorama of usage, rather than as defects in the
stamps
The “Missing” $2,000 Tax

After the excitement of seeing this spectacular
franking subsides, a troubling question emerges—at
least if one is in the habit of thinking in terms of tax
rates. Adeedfor propertyvalued at $2,750,000 should
have been taxed at $2,750, computed at 500 per $500
(Mahler, 1988b), but only $750 in stamps has been
affixed. What happened to the other $2,000? One
looks for signs of missing stamps, or missing pages,
until noticing a notation in tiny lettering reading,
“[U.S. Internal Revenue Stamps of the value of (here
a word has been scuffed out, with three red lines
drawn through the scuffed space, presumably to show
the correction was authentic) Seven hundred and
Fifty Dollars being first affixed hereto.]” This state-
ment appears to the left of the company seals, just
precedingthe witnesses'signatures,beneath thewords
“Sealed and Delivered in presence of.” Only the barest
traces remain of the deleted word, but it must cer-
tainly have been “Twenty.” It is reassuring to have
proof that no stamps are missing, and the puzzle is
thus narrowed to the question of why only $750 in
stamps was affixed.

There is one more piece of evidence on the deed
itself. Just above the rightmost of Thomson's presi-
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in deductions of this sort, but it would seem that the
only plausible meaning of Collector Abel's seal is that
the $750 in stamps constituted the entire duty.

This leads to the remaining explanation, which is
that the tax was based on an amount of only $750,000
not $2.75 million. My guess is that this was the
estimated value of the property itself. It is useful to
emphasize here that no money changed hands in this
transaction, the canals being conveyed in exchange
for stock. The shares were newly issued, their value
not tested in the marketplace, and perhaps not in-
tended to be.The parvalue of thefull issue mighthave
been more an optimistic upper limit to what the
shares could eventually be sold for, than a realistic
estimate of their cash value in March 1867, and the
actual value of the stock may have been difficult or
impossible to estimate.

The various rulings of the Commissioner do not
discuss such a scenario, but do deal with the some-
what similar case of deeds in which the consideration
was manifestly inadequate to the value of the prop-
erty,for example a man conveyingproperty to his wife
or children for the nominal consideration of $1. In
such cases the stamp duty was properly based on the
value of the property itself (Mahler, 1988b), and one
might expect this method to also have been applied if
the value of the consideration was indeterminate.

When the deed was originally prepared, the antici-
pated tax was $2,750. One wonders how and when the
decision was made that $750 was sufficient. Perhaps
the company officers, realizing that neither their
property nor stock was worth $2.75 million, and not
wishing to be taxed as if they were, sought a ruling
from the district Collector. He might have provided a
formula for computing a more realistic tax, but how
was the amount $750 (or equivalently, a value of
$750,000for the canals) arrived at? Probably it was a
rough but acceptable estimate, convenient because it
required only one change to the deed, the removal of
the word “Twenty.”
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Figure3.Close view of the statement that “U.S. Internal
Revenue Stamps of the value of Seven hundred andfifty
Dollars” were affixed. Note that a word was removed
before “Seven,” probably “Twenty.”

dential signatures is an oval embossed seal reading
“STAMP DUTY PAID/COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL
REVENUE,” signed across the middle by one Charles
Abel. This would seem to prove that there was no
erroneous or fraudulent underpayment.

There remain only two possibilities. The first is
that an additional $2,000 was paid in cash, presum-
ably directly to the Collector. This seems extremely
unlikely, but deserves mention if only for the sake of
logic. Stamp duties, by definition, were to be paid with
stamps.1 I have seen a few documents with notations
that stamps were unavailable at the time of execu-
tion, but all were stamped eventually. If the requisite
stamps were not affixed, a deed was not legally valid
nor could it be legally recorded, and the maker could
be liable toafine.Thelawmade no provision for direct
payment of documentary stamp taxes, and one can
imagine a number of reasons why not. Moreover, a
shortage of stamps would never have occurred in
Philadelphia, since they were printed by the Philadel-
phia firm Butler and Carpenter. Certainty is elusive

xSee Sections 94 and 95 of the Act of July 1, 1862.
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Phil Ward and RS271a
by Herman Herst, Jr, AHA

He doesn’t have enough money to buy the stamp,
and I wouldn’t sell it to him if he did.”

Feuds between stamp dealers have always existed,
and probably always will. What caused the feud
between two prominent now deceased stamp dealers,
Philip Ward, of Philadelphia and Ed Stem, of Econo-
mist Stamp Co of New York, we may never know, but
I on several occasions had good reason to know that it
existed.

In a popularity contest in professional philately,
Ward had a batting average of about .089. His inabil-
ity to send a check promptly was only part of it; often
his word could not be trusted, and he could be very
sharp in a business deal.

What not many knew in Ward’s lifetime was the
fact that he was a part time dealer.The window on his
office door read “Ward Electric Co.” Few ever knew
what kind of electricity he sold, but it was his main
source of income. He put a fortune into collecting.
Early in his career he got the desire to own every
United States stamp that was known to exist in block
form. He succeeded in this effort, and sold the collec-
tion intact to a collector. It may have been his life’s
greatest regret, for years later he attempted, unsuc-
cessfully, to repeat the feat. By then so many of his
gems were tightly held by millionaire collectors who
had so desire to sell that he could not come any where
close to his hope.

Ward was very proud of his Match and Medicine
collection which lacked but one stamp of completion.
Ward knew where an example of the stamp existed,
forStem had advertised that he had it in stock. It was

a four cent black Thomas E. Wilson stamp, Scott
RS271a, listing today at $3,500.

Ward often used me as a cat’s paw. I did not mind,
for I was still a newcomer to the trade, and any
venture on the right side of the law was worth looking
into. Ward once called, asking me to send him a set of
the Chicago souvenir sheets (Scott 730 and 731) then
selling for about two dollars. When I expressed sur-
prise that he was dealing in such cheap material, he
told me that he had 10,000 sets “in the vault” but that
he did not want to disturb the count.

I would guess that the intervals on calls for the
medicine stamp were about two yearsapart. Ed Stern
and I were on very good terms. I do not know how Ed
knew that Ward needed the stamp, but the first time
that I called he asked me whether Ward had asked me
to phone. I had no desire to lie about it. Stern’s
response was that if I was calling for Ward, that I
should tell him that he did not have enough money in
this world to buy the stamp, and that he never would
have it.

What makes this story of thirty or forty years ago
particularly timely today is the news that the collec-
tion of the late Morton D. Joyce now being sold has in
it a unique stamp, as rare as the million dollar British
Guiana. Both stamps exist in the same known quan-
tity.

So many of our stamps have stories attached to
them. Whoever buys this unique stamp in the forth-
coming sale of the Morton Joyce collection by Andrew
Levitt will take a certain amount of pleasure in
knowing that he owns a stamp that years ago all
Philip Ward’s money could not buy.

Literature in Review
This listing is based on very incomplete informa-

tion. While priced in US dollars, much of the material
is unpriced simply because there is so little of it on the
market that there is no established price. Another
departure from the norm established by previous
volumes in this series is that the catalog is in English
only rather than in German and English.

In all other respects this volume is up to the
standardsof thosebeforeand workstowardthecomple-
tion of the German revenue picture.

Catalogue of the Adhesive Revenue Stamps of
Germany: Vol. XI—Berlin, by Martin Erler. 55
pages, A5, card cover, perfect bound, priced, illus-
trated. Published by ORA-Verlag, Icking, Germany.
Available from ARA Sales, 2323 Hollister Ave, Madi-
son,WI 53705 for $8 (add $1 postage for orders less
than $10).

This is the latest in the ongoing series of catalogs by
Martin Erler covering the revenues of Germany and
Austria (as well as afew other countries).This volume
is the result of demand by collectors for a listing of the
Berlin material.

Kenneth Trettin
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Charles Marchand and E. A. Wilson
by Bert Kiener,
ARA

At first glance,
Charles Marchand &
Co. and E. A. Wilson
have very little in
common. Charles
Marchand was a
French chemist who
was prominent in the
late 1880s through
the turn of the cen-
tury with Marchand’s
Hydrogen of Peroxide
and
Golden Hair Wash.
His products were
made in New York
and were available at
many pharmacies as
proprietary medi-
cine0. Reverend E. A.
Wilson with a Mr.
William J. Minshull,
of New York City,pre-
pared and sold the
Reverend’s prescrip-
tion.

WAR TAX.
United States Revenue Stamps required for Medicinal

Preparations, from and after July 1st , 1898.

PRICE LIST OF E. FOUGERA & GO.,
N E W Y O R K.

2 6, 2 8 , 3 0 N O R T H W I L L I A M S T.

Marchand’s

Stamps & o be Applied
on each.hetaii Prices.Prices ss per Price List.

^ of a cent .$ . 05 each .Up to and including $ . 40 per doz .

Between $ . 40 and . 75 “ * < t. 10
a i <.15. 75 1.25
5. 25

4 4

1.25 2.50
cents.. 505.002.50 n *. 757.505.00

The thingthat they
both had in common
was that the two com-
panies had the most
costly private die of
their period—E. A.
Wilson a12$ blueWil-
son, in usefrom 1871-
1882, would have
been used on a pro-
prietary product re-
tailing for $3.00. The
7 2̂0 black C. March-
and, in usefrom 1899-
1901, would have
been used on a prod-
uct sellingat the same
price.

I had always won-
dered about the un-
usual denominations
of the Marchand se-
ries, as the regular proprietary stamps for the Span-
ish-American War tax werefrom1/80 to 50. Marchand
had three which differed; aside from the 7V&0, he used

n1.0010.007.50
1.5015.0010.00

52.0020.0015.00
Cl2.5025.0020.00

3.0030.0025.00
3.5035.0030.00

104.0040.0035.00
i R4.5045.0040.00
12 J5.0050.0045.00
13J5.5055.0050.00
156 0060.0055.00

And for every addition of $10.00 to price per dozen

$60.00, stamp of cents will be required on each.over

a 31/80 and a 4%0 stamp.
It was just recently that I obtained a copy of the

War Tax price list of the E. Fougera & Co., “to be used

The American Revenues July-August 1991
150



after July 1, 1898.” I am sure that many collectors
were aware of the tax for $0.05 to $2.00, but as the
price list states, the prices go much higher. I am
indebted to Altana, Inc. of Melville, New York, who

has E. Fougera & Co. as a subsidiary, for the copy of
the War Tax shown. For those interested, E. Fougera
& Co. will be celebrating 150 years of manufacturing
medicines in 1999.

Advertiser’s Notes ® ® ©

E.S.J.Van Dam,Limitedhasreleased issuenumber
78 of their pricelist/newsletterVan Dam’s ReveNews.
This issue features some of the greatest Canada
revenue rarities. Included is an offering of the first
British Columbia Duck stamp in single and booklet
pane with an original booklet cover, a RWS3 war
savings stamp in French instead of English and
another two pages of other selected and rare Canadian
revenues. Also in this issue are seven pages of the
small Canadian tobacco stamps. A copy is free but if

you include $1 to help with postage they will include
several newsletters and pricelists along with a $5
discount coupon.
MichaelE.Aldrich has published their second issue
ofREVE-NEWS Update. In addition to their featured
Wine stamp sale and summer net price sale, a lengthy
reportabout theJoyce auctionheldby Daniel Kelleher
Company on June 4-6 appears in this issue. In case
you missed it, issue number 1is also available for $1.

Corrections, additions and other notes to the British
Commonwealth Revenue catalog

by Donald L. Duston, ARA
The new 1990 Fourth Edition of the Barefoot and

Hall British Commonwealth Revenue catalog is a
rather simplified listing of the revenues of the
Commonwealth areas and was never meant to be a
specialized catalog. As such, it leaves out much
information useful to the serious collector and could
sometimes confuse the casual collector. Sections of
the cataloghave beencompared withmyowncollection
and other sources of information, and the following
write-ups are corrections, additions and other notes
that should add to the catalog’s usefulness.

Unfortunately, my time for the past three years
has been concentrated on the completion of the five
part series of French Colonies revenue catalogs, and
earlier in 1990, with providing input for the new
catalogforSpain and Colonies, and it was not possible
to provide the new item information to the editors
before publication of thisedition.Variousof thecolonies
listings will be covered over a period of months, as
time and space permit. Correspondenceisencouraged,
especially concerning corrections, clarifications and
unlisted items.

References to “Hall Auction/date” refer to Andrew
Hall’s Glass Slipper auctions, and are auction lots of
unlisted items that were not included in the Fourth
Edition. The catalog lists stamps under only the basic
colors with, for example, green including aqua to
yellow green to olive to blackish green and red including
pink to carmine to vermilion to magenta. Although
this has little importance in most cases, there are
some, where confusion results, or where a collector

might feel he or she has a new variety. In those cases,
the correct color is noted.

Please write if you can extend our knowledge of
these issues. Donald L. Duston, 1314 — 25th Street,
Peru, IL 61354 USA.
Bahrain

The catalog listing is substantially incomplete. A
specialized catalog of these issues was published in
1990 by Jeri Cooper under the Alnis Guides Series
and is available through Andrew Hall.
Barbados
REVENUE (This listing has been re-numbered in the

4th Edition) The overprint “Revenue” exists in two
sizes. Although the writer has not seen all values,
those seen are as follows:
Small thin overprint in center of the stamp, 13.5
mm long—Nos. 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11
Larger overprint (as illustrated in catalog) at top of
stamp, 16 mm long without stop—1, 4, 13, 15.

Verification of the unseen stamps would beappreciated
to determine which stamps exist with both
overprints.

EMBOSSED ADHESIVES The control letters seen
are as follows. Please report any values you have
with control numbers other than these.

First watermark type (block CA)—3d (F), 6d (A), 1/0
(H), 2/0 (I), 2/6 (G), 3/0 (A), 10/0 (K), £1(F). ADD:
New value 5/0 (H) and (K). This is the only value
seen by the writer with more than one control
number.

Second watermark type (Script CA)—5/0 (AF). ADD:
(Commonwealth Update—continued on apge 153)

151
The American Revenues July-August 1991



The American Revenue Association
Waynesboro, PA 17268, by Ronald E Lesher. United
States, Cinderellas.
John J O’Hare 4876, Box 1024, West Side Station,
Buffalo, NY 14213, by Charles V Kemp. Collector/
dealer, O’Hare and Associates.
George R Salinas 4877, Box 150033, Fort Worth, TX
76108, by Richard Friedberg.
Henry J Timmes 4875, 12080 NW 27th Ct, Plantation,
FL 33347, by Kenneth Trettin, Collector/dealer, Trader
Jacks—US-Scott Listed, US-M&M, US-Distilled Spirits
Excise.
Highest membership number assigned on this report is
4880.
New Members
Numbers 4858-4867
Reinstated from 1991 NPD List
Harry E Jones
Paul A. Katzman
Directory Update
The following members have hadchanges posted to the
Editor’s ARA membershipcomputer database since the

Secretary’s Report
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
In accordance with Article 4, Section 2(c) as ammended
December 31, 1979, of the ARA By-laws, the following have
applied for membership in the ARA. If the Secretary receives
no objections to their membership by the last day of the month
following publication the applicants will be admitted to mem-
bership.

Pieter P Bonsen 4873, 237 Avalon Dr, Los Altos, CA
94022, by Treasure Island Stamps. US—Scott Listed,
US—Non-Scott Listed,Literature, US—State,US—Tele-
graphs.
Nelson P Bourque 4878, Box 105, Milton, LA 70558,by
Secretary. United States, US—M&M, China, Peoples
Republic of China.
Juan-Jose Cabuto-Vidrio 4879, Box 435360, San
Ysidro, CA 92143, by Ronald E. Lesher. Mexico,
Mexico—Baja California.
Albert S Korzeniowski 4874, 2430- Cottage Place,
Greensboro, NC 27408, by WilliamGKremper. Canada,
US—Scott Listed, United Kingdom, UK—Colonies.
Maurice D Licker 4880, 212 Ringgold St, Apt 9,

Awards Chairman: Alan Hicks, 11 Warren Place, Brook-
lyn, NY 11201.
Membership Development Chairman: Ronald Lesher,
Box 242, Pineville, PA 18946.

Board of Directors:
President: Richard Friedberg, Masonic Building Suite
106, Meadville, PA 16335. Phone 814-724-5824.
Vice President: Eric Jackson, Box 728, Leesport, PA
19533-0728. Phone 215-926-6200.
Secretary: Bruce Miller, 701 South First Ave. #332,
Arcadia, CA 91006.
Treasurer: Larry Cohn, 23351 Chagrin Blvd. No. 403,
Beachwood, OH 44122.
Eastern Representatives: Brian Bleckwenn and Ernest
Wilkens
Central Representatives: Kenneth Trettin and Martin
Richardson
Western Representatives: Richard Riley and Scott
Troutman
Attorney: William Smiley, Box 361, Portage, Wl 53901

Representatives in other countries:
Canada: E.S.J. van Dam, Box 300, Bridgenorth, Ont.,
Canada K0L 1H0
Republic of China: Sheau Horng Wu, 2 FR #9, Lane 21,
Chaun-Yuan Rd., Peuitou, Taipei 112, Taiwan, ROC
Germany: Martin Erler, D-8021 Icking, Irschenhauser Str.
5, Federal Republic of Germany
India: A. M. Mollah, T/486 New Air India Colony, Santa
Cruz East, Bombay 400 029, India
Italy: Michele Caso, Casella Postale 40, 00050 Ponte
Galeria RM, Italy
Japan: A.G. Smith, Language Center, Nagoya University,
Furo-cho, Chickusa-Ku, Nagoya 464 Japan
Mexico: Marcus Winter, Apartado Postal 696, Oaxaca,
Oax. 68000, Mexico
Saudi Arabia: R.J. Thoden, Aramco Box 1802, Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia
United Kingdom: Dr.ConradGraham, 23 Rotherwick Rd.,
London NW11 7DG, England.
(Volunteers in unlisted countries sought, pleasecontact the

Appointive Officers:
Librarian: George McNamara Jr., Box 136, Nora Springs,
!A 50458
Auction Manager:Coleman Leifer, Box 577, Garrett Park,
MD 20896. Phone 301-493-5755 (8-11 PM Eastern time)
Sales Circuit Manager—US: J.D. MacLeith, Box 1843,
Huntington Beach, CA 92647.
Sales Circuit Manager—Foreign and catalogues:
Duane F. Zinkel, 2323 Hollister Avenue, Madison, Wl
53705. Phone 608-238-4420

The American Revenuer, July-August 1991152



publication of the last Secretary’s Report, in some
instances changes may involvecollecting interests which
will not show on this listing.
Adams, Francis 3537, Box 420308, San Diego, CA
92142-0308 USA
Collier, Henry W 4599, Dept of Acc, U of Wollongong,
Box 1144 (Northfields Ave), Wollongong, NSW 2500
Australia
Fionda, Mark A 3858, American Embassy Rome/US
Customs, PSC 59, APO AE, NY 09624 USA
Kiener, Bert 1247, 59 Running Creek Circle, Roches-
ter, NY 14623
Peters, Brian H 3068, Box 232, Orangeville, ON L9W
2Z6 Canada Phone 519-942-0769

Pierce, Peter 1770, Box 560, Oxford, MA 01540-0760
USA
Steenerson, Chris 4018, 16204 E Oxford Dr, Aurora,
CO 80013-2742
Stout, Anson B, Jr 4475, 730 Pecan St, Apt 20, West
Sacramento, CA 95691
Strohmeier, Albert 947, 29 East Lincoln Avenue,
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Membership Summary
Previous membership total ....
Applications for membership .
Reinstated from NPD list
Current membership total

1360
8
2

1370

Commonwealth Update—continued from page 151
New values 3d (F), 2/6 (F). Both the above issues
are perforated 12 not 11.5.

Bermuda
REVENUE—1970 issue No. 25 is shown in the 3rd

Edition as a $2.00 value and in the 4th Edition as
$2.40. My copy is $2.00. Does a $2.40 value exist or
was this a typo error? The color of the $10 is
magenta not red.

British Guiana
REVENUE—First series Perf 12.5 ADD: $2 orange

(No. 2B). Some values in thefirst series perf15x15
also exist perf 14.5 or 14 or in combination. The
combinations known are 14 x 14 $10; 14.5x 14.5$2;
14.5 x 15 $8; 15 x 14.5 $16, $40.

The unissued set mentioned after No. 16 is perf 12 x
12 and is known to include $1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 40.
These are mint with shiny gum and bright colors.

(This series of updates will be continued in the next
issue of The American Reuenuer.)

ARE YOU A COLLECTOR OF UJS. WORLDWIDE
STAMPS, COVERS & REVENUES?

AUCTION SCHEDULE IIWe regularly offer Stamps, Revenues & Postal History in our
|renowned “Especially for Specialists”® Public Auctions.

AN INVITATION TO CONSIGN

US & Worldwide
Stamps & Postal History

1Auction No. 214
September 12-13, 1991

Collectors Club
New York City

Auction No. 215
November 8-10, 1991
ASDA Show Auction

New York City

Individual stamps, covers or collections for Public Auction or Private Treaty Sale
WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!

Contact us first describing your material. Include your address and phone numbers.

Ii Overseas
$18.00
$15.00
$2.50
$1.50

N. America
$10.00
$7.50
$1.50
$1.00

Catalog Subscriptions
1 Year with Realizations
1 Year Catalog Only
Sample with Realizations
Sample Catalog Only

§1ii

Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., Inc.
195 Main Street

Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 07660
201-641-5566 •from NYC 662-2777 A ***Official Auctioneer

WORLD COLUMBIAN

Ul' Al.IFlEP
Al CTIONEKK

STAMP EXPO 92
MAY 22-31. 1992 - CHICAGO Licensed and Bonded Auctioneers •Est. 1947
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ERIC JACKSON
Phone (215) 926-6200 PO Box 728 • Leesport, PA 19533

MAIL AUCTION #65
CLOSING DATE: October 16, 1991

10.00RSI19d F-VF thin
RSI 24 a F wrinkles, short perfs

RSI 26d VF light stain
RSI 29d F PHOTO
RSI 32c F-VF couple tiny tears PHOTO
RSI38c F-VF short perf
RSI 42d F-VF PHOTO
RSI 48c F-VF thin spot PHOTO
RS148pa F thin
RSI55b F
RSI56d F usual rough perfs
RSI 58d F thin
RS166c VG-F thin
RSI 67b F
RSI 68c VF thin PHOTO
RS170c F thin spot
RSI 71d F perf faults
RSI 71ud F usual rough perfs
RS174c F PHOTO

128
6.50129

15.00
65.00
65.00
25.00
45.00
65.00
40.00

130
131
132
133

TERMS OF SALE: Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at a slight advance over the second high bid. Tie bids go to
the earliest received. Bid on any sheet of paper. Please check your bidsheet as your errors are your responsibility.

Successful bidders who are known to us will have their lots sent prior to payment. For others, payment must be received

before lots will be sent. Cost of postage & insurance will be charged to the buyer, minimum $1.50. All payments are

due upon receipt of invoice, U.S. funds only. We accept VISA, MASTERCARD and AMERICAN EXPRESS; send all
raised information on the card. Any lots found to be unsatisfactory due to error in description may be returned within five

days of receipt. Minimum bid is $2.00; Pennsylvania residents will have state sales tax added to their purchases. The

placing of a bid signifies acceptance of the foregoing terms.
All stamps are in used condition unless noted as mint (*).

UNITED STATES - Scott Catalogue Numbers

134
135
136

2.50137
4.00138
3.50139

10.00
10.00

100.00
10.00
20.00
30.00

125.00
RSI81d F appearance, multiple faults PHOTO 80.00
RSI84d F thin
RSI89b F thin, short perf
RSI 89d F-VF small thin
RS190a VG
RSI 93c F-VF light soiling, short perf
RSI 97 c VF light soiling PHOTO
RSI97d VG-F faulty
RS202a VF one point missing
RS202b F-VF one point missing
RS 212b F small faults
RS212c F thin, stain PHOTO
RS213c F tiny thin PHOTO
RS223b F thin PHOTO
RS227b foreign entry of H S. Bazin essay,
F few small faults PHOTO
RS228d VF thin
RS245 a F-VF edge faults, stain
RS248a VF few edge faults, sealed tear far
from design, usual creases PHOTO
RS256d F thin spots

RS257d F thin
RS260b F thin PHOTO
RS261b F-VF
RS261c F thin
RS265b VF light stain PHOTO
RS272d F thin, stain
RT 7 b VF thin
RTlld F-VF thin, small tear PHOTO
RT12d F-VF thin
RT 13d VF thin
RT 20b F-VF thin spot
RT 22a F short perfs
RT 23 a F
RT 27c VG-F
RT 29b F PHOTO
RT29c F-VF PHOTO
RT 29d F crease
RT 31b F thin spot
RT 31c F
RT 32d F-VF thin spot, wrinkles
RT 33b F short perfs
RT 33c F corner crease
RU2a F thin spot, pulled perf
RU3a VG creases, thin spot
RU7 d F thin PHOTO
RU9b VG
RUlOa VF creased PHOTO
RUlla F thin spot , short perf
RU12b F crease
RU14c F thin
RU14d F-VF usual rough perfs
RU15d F
RU16d F-VF creased
RVB2 used on license from Philadelphia, VF 25.00+

325.00

140
141
142
143
14420.00

15.00
55 R049a F-VF thin spots

R057c F couple short perfs
R067 TCP1 die proof in blue on india, F tiny
thin, creases PHOTO
R059a F short perf PHOTO
R061b VG-F PHOTO
R062c F thin
R064b F perfs clipped at right
R065a VF thin
R066b VG thin
R070d F usual rough perfs, tiny abrasion
R071a F tiny perf tear , thin spot & corner
crease PHOTO
R073a F
R074d VF small sealed tear PHOTO
R077a F thin, tiny abrasion PHOTO
R081b F- VF thin PHOTO
R085b F PHOTO
R086c F PHOTO
R092b F- VF
R096b F-VF perf faults PHOTO
ROlOOa VF crease
ROlOlb F PHOTO
R0103b F
R0105b F corner repair
R0108d F-VF creases
ROllOb VG-F short perf
R0119 b F thin spots, light soiling
R0119c VG
R0122a F thin
R0122b VG
R0126b F thin
R0126d VF PHOTO
R0128c F short perfs
R0130c F small thin
R0131b VG PHOTO
R0134d F short perf PHOTO
R0141a F-VF short perf
R0141b F thin spot
R0144d F
R0163a F pinhole
R0164d VG thin, short perf
R0167 b F PHOTO
R0168a F thin spot
R017Od F - VF
R0171c F thin spot
R0177a F pulled perf
R0181b F-VF PHOTO
R0186b VF-F thin
RS15a F-VF thin spot, few short perfs PH
RS 23a F creases, pinhole
RS27a F creases, tiny tear
RS39b F thin spot
RS40a F tiny tear
RS42d F soiling
RS51c F
RS 64c VF thin PHOTO
RS68d VF thin PHOTO
RS70b F short perf, light stain
RS75c F clipped perfs at top PHOTO

RS81a F clipped perfs at top
RS84a VF thin, creased PHOTO
RS 87 b strip of three, stained, tear
RS88d F thin, creased & stained
RS92d F-VF clipped perfs at bottom
RS94d* F
RS95c F printed cancel
RS97a VG pinhole, crease
RS97 b F
RS98c F
RSlOOa F-VF creases, tear PHOTO
RSI03b F-VF tear, short perf
RSI11c F-VF thin PHOTO
RSI 16a F crease, faulty u/ 1 corner PHOTO

RSI17b F creases

14556
146571 PROOFS R2P4 XF PHOTO

R11P4 XF
R19P4 F-VF
R 24 P 5 VF PHOTO
R59P4 scratched plate at upper left VF PH
RB1TCP5 orange & black on bond, VF PHOTO

RB1TCP5 blue S black on bond, VF PHOTO
RB 3TCP5 blue & black on white transparent
paper , VF
RB3TCP 5 blue & black on white paper, VF
CLEVELAND CITY RAILWAY CO ticket plate proof
in black on card, VF with security punch

DRUID HILL PATTERSON PARKS ticket die proof
in green on india, VF crease PHOTO
FORT PITT TRACTION CO ticket plate proof

in black on card, F
JERSEY CITY, HOBOKEN & PATERSON STREET RAIL-
WAYS ticket die proof in blue on card, VF
security punch PHOTO
PENNA & MAHONING VALLEY RY CO ticket die
proof in green on card, VF PHOTO
JAYNE ' S SANATIVE PILLS FOR LIVER COMPLAINTS
label die proof in black on india, VF PHOTO
HOSTETTERS CELEBRATED STOMACH BITTERS fac-
simile label plate proof on card, F light
stai n
R48c on Buck Mountain Coal Co. stock cert.,
orange with four vignettes , pretty, F- VF
R 105 F
R130 F crease PHOTO
R 179 F thin
R 192 VF thin
RB12c Humphreys Specific printed cancel ,
F-VF small tear PHOTO
R 315c F thin PHOTO
RD162 cut cancel , F-VF PHOTO
RD333 VF
RD335 F-VF PHOTO
RF11* VF crease
RF 27 * F , unpriced mint in Scott
RF29* F- VF PHOTO
RGlla * double impression, F-VF s / e at left
RG80 nick in left margin
RG 52 * VF few short perfs PHOTO
RN-B1 1st Nat Bank, Hamilton, OH check, VF
RN-D1 Southern Bank of State of Georgia, Sav -
annah, GA check, VF
RN-G1 Lawrence Mfg Co, Merchants Nat Bank,
Boston, MA check, F-VF
RN-G1 Missouri , Ft Scott & Gulf RR Co, Kansas
City, MO draft , VF
RN-G1 Pennsylvania RR Co, Philadelphia, PA

draft , ABNCo engraved, orange & black with
four vignettes, VF
RN-H3 f Day & Sons, New Albany, IN draft , F 150.00

RN- X 7 West Shore RR, Grand Central Station,
NY draft, VF
R02a F crease
R06c F-VF corner thin
R07d F-VF thin
R08d VG thin
ROlOb F-VF rough perfs
R012a VG-F
R014 b F thin, short perf
R019b F PHOTO

105.00
55.00
40.00

170.00
135.00

70.00
70.00

147
2 22.50

10.00
20.00
20.00

14850.00
50.00
15.00

583 149594 150605 1515.00616 152 8.0022.50627 153 50.003.00638 7.0015435.006460.00
60.00

155 10.00
10.00659 156250.00

25.00
35.00
45.00
65.00
50.00
90.00
15.00
50.00
50.00

110.00
20.00
25.00
20.00

10 157 6.0066
158 100.00

85.00
70.00

6711 15968
1606912 16170

7113 162 12.00
14.0072

16373
1647414 650.00

22.50
30.00
90.00
17.50
20.00

150.00
17.50
20.00
50.00

75
1657615 16677
1677816 16879 4.50
16980 8 .00
17081 30.00

10.0017 17182
17283 6.0012.00

275.00
27.50
17.50

18 17384 20.00
30.0019 174 6.508520 8.5017586 8.00

21 176 4.0087 5.00
22 177 4.0085.00

50.00
20.00
20.00
25.00

8855.00
60.00

140.00
30.00
70.00
37.50

8.501788923 179 12.50
50.00
60.00
10.00
25.00

9024 1809125 1819226 18293 3.00
27 18394 50.00

30.0028 184 3.50
95125.00

30.00
200.00
250.00

29 185 40.00
30.0096 8.00

30 18697 22.50
12.5031 187 9.00

9832 188 60.00
30.00
75.00

99 8.00
33 189100 30.00

15.00
100.00

15.00

34 190101
192 4.0010235 193 60.00

103
194 3.008.0010436 195 20.00

10.00
20.00105

1967.0010637 197 2.00
107 8.50

198 4.0010.00
25.00

160.00
75.00

175.00

108
199 6.00

10938 20011039 201 RY1* F-VF PHOTO
WHOLESALE LIQUOR DEALERS STAMP, Series of
1878, 10 gallon on blue wmk paper, VF punch-
ed remainder
SPECIAL TAX STAMPS Dealer in Manuf. Tobacco,
1881, VF used, few small faults
Retail Liquor Dealer, 1881, with mss notation
that it is issued in lieu of another stamp,
VF few smal 1 faults
Wholesale Liquor Dealer, 1952, F, large tear
sealed with tape
MONTANA 3 <t red Punohboard Tax stamp, VF s /e
PHILADELPHIA, PA Documentary stamps, 5t , 25t ,
$1 and $ 5, F mint
POSTAL NOTE, brown on yellow, VF PHOTO
WELLS FARGO & CO 1906 green Express Frank, VF-
WESTERN AIRLETTER STAMPS No. 1, 2 & 3, VF* -

111
20211210.00

15.00
15.00
65.00
15.00
40.00
25.00
75.00

40 7.0011341 100.00
3.75+
35.00

11442 20311543
116Ad 2042.2511745 16.00

17.50
15.00
10.00

11846
11947 205120R025b F couple small thins, short perfs PH 110.00

50.00
90.00
10.00

48
121R030b VG-F short perf

R033b F-VF small thin PHOTO
R035a F pinhole
R045a thin, repaired lower right margin, F
appearance PHOTO
R046a F small thin
R047d F

49 2068.0012250 207250.00
15.00

100.00
125.00

25.00

12351 12452 208125750.00
100.00

15.00

209126
53 210127
5 4



Member’s Ads respondence. Mark Fionda, Ameri-
can Embassy Rome/US Customs,
PSC 59, APO AE 09624. *912*
Match & Medicine stamp sale.
Please send SASE (#10 envelope)
for illustrated price list. Want lists
filled in ALL U.S. revenuye areas
too. Offering personalized service.
Also want to buy U.S. revenue col-
lections, accumulations, collateral,
etc. Gene R Gauthier, PO Box 2548,
Oshkosh, Wl 54903.
Collector/Dealerwishestopurchase
ortradeforall revenue andCinderella
literature, catalogs and price lists.
Have particular interest in China and
Asianmaterial. Please write first with
what you have to offer with price.
Peter D Wynkoop, 231 Water St,
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861. *914*
Available: RKs on documents. Ad-
vise wants. H. Ritter , 68
Heatherwood, Norristown, PA

*915*
Wanted: Canadian conservation;
customs;foriegnexport;playingcard
precancels; match and luxury tax;
tax tickets; revenue meters; POW;
war savings; bogus; college; dis-
patch/express labels;savings (bank)
stamps; Xmas seals; Red Cross;
revenuesondocuments; liquorseals.
SenddtailstoB. Peters—Revenues,
PO Box 232, Orangeville, Ontario

*916*
Wanted: International reply cou-

pons from southern Africa. Also Im-
perial/Commonwealth coupons.
Write L. Jacobson, Box 316, 8300
Kimberley, South Africa.
Still buying checks with common
RNs and revenue stamps. Any num-
ber. DuplicationOK,but undamaged
groups only. Quick, dependablepay-
ment. Thanks to ARA members who
already sold me checks. Jacob
Kisner, 254 Park AvenueSouth, PHF,
New York NY 10010.
Narcotics control forms. Three dif-
ferent Bureau of Narcotics order
forms (used). Also a drug company
security with red docs. $5.00 forfour
items. Bill Downing, Box 9248, Cin-
cinnati, OH 45209.
For Sale. Hong Kong revenues, All
B of E: #116, 152, 153—$2.50 each;
#154, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162,
164, 168, 169—$5.00 each; #173,
174—$7.50 each; #120—$10.00. 3
of same number for price of 2. Add
$1.50 postage and insurance.
Herbert Portnoy, Box 146,Skokie, IL

*920*
Second Federal Issue 1801-1802
by W. V. Combs,158 pp, hardbound,
discusses all aspects of the 1801-2
embossed revenue stamps of the
United States. An essential refer-
ence for the US collector. $20, post-
paid, $17 to ARA members; checks
payable to the ARA. The American
Revenue Association, Box 56, Rock-
ford, Iowa 50468-0056.

Free advertisements will be give to ARA
members subject to the following condi-
tions. Requests not conforming to these
conditions will not be honored or ac-
knowledged.
1. One ad per issue per member; send

only one ad at a time.
2. Send ad on post card or card en-

closed in envelopeonly (no letters or
aerograms please).

3. Limit: 50 words plus address.
4. Ads must relate torevenueorCinder-

ella material. You may buy, sell or
seek information.

5. There will be no guarantee as to
which issue your ad will appear; first
come, first served.

6. Ads should only be sent to:
Editor, The American Revenuer

Rockford, Iowa 50468-0056 USA

*917*

*913* *918*

*919*

World Revenues Buying & Selling
all countries andcolonies. Specializ-
ing in France, Germany and Indian
States. Also have nice revenue
topicals: horses, bees, ships, etc.
Gordon Brooks, PO Box 396, Sta-
tion NDG, Montreal, Quebec,

*911*
Needed damaged beer stamps—I
presently have two 1871 hogshead
beer stamps with slight damage that
I am attempting to repair. Iwould like
to acquire any heavily damagedcop-
ies of the 1871 hogshead so that I
can repair mine. Will answer all cor-

19403-1944.

60077.

Canada H4A 3P7.

L9W 2Z6 Canada.

*921*

GLASS SLIPPER, P.O. BOX 62, YORK, ENGLAND, YQ1 AYL
V*31

offering you more than ever before:
rr '

j POSTAL AUCTION
' of revenues, locals, perfins and

cinderellas

BOOK LIST
over 100 revenue titles plus nearly 100
non-revenue titles

ZTT' '

I t '

FIXED PRICE SALES
"Rambler's Cinderella Shop' sales circuits and photo-approvals

NEW! EPHEMERA POSTAL AUCTION
Send for details and catalogs, stating interest

VISA,MasterCard, US $ checks welcome
Andrew Hall, ARA

FAX UK + 904 702 684Phone UK + 904 701 505
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ASDA APSARA
NEWU. . H U S 1991

CANADAREVENUECATALOG
Full colour, better than ever

many price changes & new listings
US $10.95

100 Different Canada revenues,
high cat. value US $25

Specialized stock of all Scott-listed revenues
including Private Die Proprietaries, Reds,

Greens, Silver Tax, Telegraphs, Cut Squares
and all other back-of-the-book items

—Telegraph Covers a Specialty—
Unlisted, Springer listed, Cinderellas

UNITED STATES, CANADA, WORLD-WIDE
TELEGRAPHS—REVENUES

STOCK OF ALL U.S. MATERIAL
WANT LIST WELCOMED

Also buy collections and holdings

CANADAREVENUES
our specialty

Fabulous stock of CANADA Federal & Provincial
REVENUES, TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH

FRANKS, DUCK STAMPS, etc.
Regular Mail Auctions.

Latest Price List only $1, refundable.Herbert Portnoy
P.O. Box 146

Skokie, Illinois 60077
(708) 673-5009

P.O. Box 300A, Bridgenorth, Ont.
Canada KOL 1H0

Phone (705) 292-7013 •FAX (705) 292-6311
ASDA, APS CSDA, ARA

UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE
| TAX-PAID STAMPS
¥ PRINTED ON TlN-FOIL
'AND PAPER TOBACCO WRAPPERS
A History and Catalog byjom ALAN HICKS

N\

U.S. Revenue
Auctions

From our June 22 sale:
This comprehensive work is the result of ten years research
into the background of the manufacturers of the wrappers,
patents involved in production, government contracts affecting
manufacture, Tax Acts, and quantities printed as well as col-
lecting lore.

The catalog listings are up to date and priced relative to scar-
city. Also catalogued are essays, proofs, specimens, facsimiles
and unstamped wrappers.The table of contents, index, glossary,
references and bibliography make this a scholarly yet easy to use
reference book for all tax-paid stamp collectors.

Lot 798, X. Bazin, 20 Blue, RTla, Old, sharp color,
tiny margin tear, large margins all around, fresh &
Extremely Fine choice example of this always popular

Cat. 550.00

If you are not on my auction list, you should
be. ARA members send $1 for the next sale

catalog and prices realized

perfume, (ENV 700-800) Atore than 200 pages and 150 illustrations combine to make
this hardcover book printed on conservation paper unique and
the most comprehensive work on the subject.

GOLD AWARDS have been presented this book at CHICAGOPEX
’89.STaMpshOW’90, SESCAL ’90 and The Cardinal Spellman Mu-
seum
Revenue Association, 1990

MICHAEL E. ALDRICH Philatelic Literature Fair, 1990, and by the American

Post Office Box 130484, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55113
Phone: 612-633-6610 Fax: 612-633-8830ii

Price $95.00 plus $5.00shipping and handling. ISBN 0-96196711 04 N.Y. residents please add tax

HICKS PHHATELIC COMPANY,11WARREN PLACE, BROOKLYN, N.Y.11201=yV;
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Experience
Knowledge
Reputation

We have gained a national reputation for selling
quality U.S. revenuesat fairmarketprices.Our knowl-
edge of the materialand of the marketplace can be
to your advantage.

You and your collectioncanbenefit from our expe-
rience in both buying and selling, appraisals,
expertizing, mail sales, attendance at major stamp
shows, auction representation, and periodic price
lists.

Your want iists can be filled from our extensive and
specialized inventory of all types of U.S. revenues. All
Scott-listed revenues are represented in stock, in-
cludingembossedandrevenuestampedpaper and
match & medicine. All types of Taxpaid revenues,
including beer stamps, tobacco, cigar, butter and
oleo stamps, etc., are available. State revenues and
possessions revenues are also well represented. We
deal in U.S. local posts andtelegraph stamps as well.

P.O. Box 728
Leesport, PA
19533-0728

Phone 215-926-6200
_ FAX 215-926-0120




