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The Revenue Society
of Great Britain

The Revenue Society of Great Britain has
been formed in response to the popular new
collecting field of revenue stamps.

The Society encourages the collection, study
and display of revenue stamps of the world at all
levels. It provides a forum for the exchange of
information on all aspects of the stamps and
their usage.

Members receive a high quality journal by
airmail four times a year. The journal contains
news of the Society, its meetings, articles on
worldwide revenues, book reviews, an on-going
bibliography and dealer advertisements.

Join Now!
The membership fee
is $36 per year

— —— — — — — — — — — — — — —

I—Please enroll me as a member for 1992/93. l—I
| enclose my check payable to Glass Slipper
| (One of our dealer members who can process
| overseas checks).

| NAME:
| ADDRESS:

My main interests are:

Send to: Tony Hall (AR), 53a High Street
Whitwell, Hitchin, Hertfordshire
SG4 8AJ, England

IRIETCEIN T IES
LL.5., BRITISH EMPIRE, FOREIGN

FIRST ISSUE DOCUMENTARIES
PROPRIETARIES, CUSTOMS
WINE, BEER, NARCOTICS
MATCH & MEDICINE

REVENUE STAMPED PAPER

Also STAMPS & POSTAL HISTORY

See Us at
Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition
Throop C. Brown & Marje S. Newman

MAIL AUCTIONS
Request Your Catalog Today!

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED!!!

P.O. Box 453 Tel(203) 453-4298
Guilford, CT 06437 FAX(203) 458-2220

e Paying $250 each! 7\

 “Tiiah wcutonr mto mm chICETE 10 St
4 it Qs Ervpnc ot o Mt € g Maid 4 9 o b
4 Wgr wpart e sgpe @ e o

For Form 3333’s from the following
states. Date cancelled, with RW1 affixed.
Must be in good condition.

AL IN MS NM SD
AZ KS MT ND UT
AR KY NE OK VT
CO LA NV RI wyv
GA MD NH SC wY
Other usages and licenses also wanted.

* Fast Check! *
Call 1-800-231-5926

San Fovstore LDuck (b—

P.O. Box 820087, Houston, TX 77282 713-493-6386
\ Bob Dumaine - APS - ASDA Life Member j
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CISCONETTINGSTAMP

MiCHIGAN CONSERVATION DEPT. IOWA TROUT STAMP
15542

VOID APRIL 1.1962

WANTED

STATE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
FISHING
STAMPS

TANNESSEE

Sommepweath o Prassyiing

HIGHEST PRICES
PAID -

Also Non-Pictorial
State Waterfowl Stamps
and Many Other Fish
and Game Stamps Wanted.
Call or Write:

DAVID R. TORRE
P.O. Box 4298

TEMNES SEE STATE GAMEFITH COMMISION

T 4 1 | santa Rosa, CA 95402
e (707) 525-8785 7.

— Bign and attach te lcense —

TROUT FISHING STAMP ;IXL“M&VE;!?&K{! ot 6&1!‘5 l?(il 745!% Eﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁi




Let Us Help You With

U.S. Revenues

¢ Revenue Proofs
¢ Reds & Greens
e Taxpaids ¢ Telegraphs
e State Revenues ¢ Cinderellas
¢ Match & Medicine
Want Lists Filled Promptly
Send for Qur Current
Net Price Sale!

We are serious BUYERS of the above

as well as Foreign Revenues!

GOLDEN PHILATELICY

Jack & Myrna Golden, ARA
P.O. Box 484
Cedarhurst, New York 11516

Phone (516) 791-1804
FAX (516) 791-7846

* Revenue Essays
* Wines

Tour Special Collection

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd

buys & sells
ﬁ CANADIAN REVENUES
/ * Federal ° match tax
e provincial e documents
* proofs * telephone franks
e taxpaids * telegraph franks

e liquor stamps
e conservation stamps
¢ Br. Cmmwlth revenues

test 24 page pricelist -
ustrated “ReveNews” newsletter.

Regular revenue auctions—catalogue on request

* duck & hunting stamps
* hunting licenses
» semi—official airmails

CANADIAN REVENUE INTRODUCTIORY SPECIAL:
Latest 88 page full colour Canada revenue catalogue + 100
DIFFERENT Canadian revenue stamps (cat $95) only US$29

Canadian revenue specialist since 1970

E. S. J. van Dam, Ltd.

PUBLISHER OF THE CANADIAN REVENUE STAMP CATALOGUE & ALBUM

P.0. Box 3004, Bridgenorth, Ont., Canada KOL 1H0
ASDA, APS CSDA, ARA
Phone (705) 292-7013 « FAX (705) 292-6311

>
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RE YOU A COLLECTOR OF US. & WORLDWIDE
STAMPS, COVERS & REVENUES?

s

I AUCTION SCHEDULE

US & Werldwide
Stamps & Postal History

Auction No. 234
September 16—-17, 1994
Collectors Club

We reqularly offer Stamps, Revenues & Postal History in our
renowned “Especially for Specialists™® Public Auctions.
AN INVITATION TO CONSIGN
Individual stamps, covers or collections for Public Auction or Private Treaty Sale

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!
Contact us first describing your material. Include your address and phone numbers.

New York City

Auction No. 235
November 18-19, 1994
Collectors Club, NYC
Consignments now being accepte

Catalog Subscriptions N. America Overseas
1 Year with Realizations $10.00 $18.00
1 Year Catalog Only $7.50 $15.00
Sample with Realizations $1.50 $2.50
Sample Catalog Only $1.00 $1.50

195 Main Street
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 07660
201-641-5566 * from NYC 662-2777 « FAX 201-641-5705

Licensed and Bonded Auctioneers ¢ Est. 1947

Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., Inc.

QUALIFIED AUCTIONEER

J
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President’s Letter

Are you a collector of the first or second kind?

“All science is either physics or stamp
collecting.” Ernest Rutherford

I just could not resist using the above
quotation (found in Hyperspace by Michio Kaku)
to start off this column of reflections on our
corner of the hobby. While I assume all of the
readers of this column are stamp collectors, I
realize that all readers and collectors are not
the same. Rutherford wasreflecting that science
consists of two parts: a part based on the
foundation of physical laws or principles and a
part which gives erudite names for objects
based on superficial similarities and about
which almost nothing else is known. Science
needs both parts. The part based on the
foundation of physical laws or principles cannot
proceed without a firm grounding in taxonomy
(the erudite name for the other part of science).

Philately, too, consists of two parts. There is
a partbased on the collecting and classifying of
stamps (taxonomy) and thereis apartbased on
a foundation of the laws and regulations
governing the use of stamps. some of us derive
immense pleasure in just filling in the spaces
in our albums, all arranged according to the
classification scheme as presented in the
catalogs of Booth, Erler, Forbin, Hubbard, Scott,
et al. These are what we might call collectors of
the first kind. There is no greater thrill than to
find a previously uncataloged variety for our
collection, forcing us to redesign the album
page to display the new find. And there is the

hope of philatelic immortality in writing up
and publishing the new discovery in that most
prestigious of revenue philatelic publications,
The American revenuer. Perhaps I exaggerate
a bit, but new discoveries are exciting for both
the discoverer and the reader. This type of
collection, mounted in catalog order and
showing great completeness, is a great
accomplishment and a wonder to behold.

“All science is either physics or

stamp collecting.” —ERNEST RUTHERFORD

Reports of new discoveries, too, send us back to
our albums, perhaps to see if we have a copy of
that previously unreported perforation variety
or other stamps in the series with an
overprinting subvariety.

The second part of philatelyis the provenance
of researchers and exhibitors, what I shall call
collectors of the second kind. In this part of
philately one often accumulates many copies of
a single stamp with plate varieties and marginal
markings, explaining the intricacies of the
various printing plates; ormany copies showing
different cancellations, elucidating the
regulations governing their usage; or different
size used multiples illustrating the various
rates of taxation; or large documents filled

(Letter—continued on page 154)
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Bottom

margin block

of eight of

R049d: bears

the full
Bureau
imprint.

.

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing printed the
Byam, Carlton horizontally imperforate match stamp
on watermarked paper (R049di)

by Andrew P. Ferry, ARA

The 1¢ black adhesive stamp (RO 49) used
by Byam, Carlton & Co. is among the most
common of the private die match stamps. The
Boston Revenue Book (Toppan, Deats and
Holland, 1899)—wherein Carlton’s name is
misspelled— advises that the stamp was first
issued in May, 1866, and was last issued on
December 4, 1882. It occurs on old, experimen-
tal silk, silk, and watermarked papers.

Writing under the pseudonym “Christopher
West,” Elliott Perry (West, 1980) remarked
that, “A few pairs and strips in part perforated
condition are known to exist. These are imper-
forate horizontally and are believed to be Bu-
reau prints.”

Although Perry’s great experience led him
to believe that these horizontally imperforate

stamps were Bureau prints, he had no un-
equivocal evidence to support his belief. But
proofisnow available, and is illustrated above.
This bottom margin block of eight bears a full
Bureauimprint, advising that the stamps were
printed at the Bureau of Engraving & Print-
ing.

These eight stamps were part of a block 0f40
that was sold in the September, 1991, auction
of the Joyce collection. The dealer who pur-
chased thelot separated the stamps into smaller
pieces for resale.

This demonstration that the horizontally
imperforate Byam, Carlton & Co. stamp was
printed by the Bureau confirms the correct-
ness of Perry’s surmise. And it again under-
scores the importance of examining stamps for
the presence of imprints that provide evidence

150
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of their origin. The full imprint on this striking
block of eight would be impossible to overlook.
But in other instances, only fragments of the
imprint may remain, and can easily be over-
looked by the non-discerning collector. (Ferry,
1989 and 1993)

Almost always, the margins containing the
imprints were cut or torn from the sheets (and
discarded) before the stamps were used. Usu-
ally the outside row of perforations came be-
tween the imprints and the outside row of
stamps, and unless the alignment of the perfo-
rations was poor enough to produce badly cen-
tered stamps, no trace of an imprint will be
found. Because most imprints are found on
poorly centered specimens, and because no
collector likes to retain off-center stamps, a
great deal of evidence that would be of im-
mense assistance in the study of the private die
stamps today was discarded years ago and is
gone forever. (Ferry, 1993)

Allofthe Byam, Carlton horizontally imper-
forate stamps that I have seen are on
watermarked paper, a point not commented

Catalogueofthe Adhesive Revenue Stamps
of Poland by John A. Norton and Tadeusz
Gryzewski, partially revised by Martin Erler.
40 pages, 5 3/4 x 8 inches. Published 1993 by
Martin Erler. Retail price $15.

The Norton and Gryzewski listing of Polish
revenues was first produced in manuscript
form in 1962 and has been floating around in
several versions ever since. Erler has now
reproduced this in booklet form. Other than
reducing the page size from 1 1/2 x 11, Erler
has done little other than “added a few correc-
tions and as far as possible new pictures.” He

The Revenue Stamps of El Salvador, edited
by Joe Ross (no ISBN number). 54 +iv pages, 8
1/2 x 11 inches, card cover, plastic comb bind-
ing, illustrated, priced. Published by the editor
(8036 Rio Linda Blvd, Elverta, CA 95626) and
available for $22.

This catalog is based on an original manu-
script by Joseph Hahn and the El Salvador
revenue stamp of Garvin Lohman. The editor
indicates that he has been critical of the lack of
contemporary revenue catalogs for much of the

upon by Perry. And most of them exhibit mild
to moderate toning.

References

Toppan, G.L., Deats, H.E., and Holland, A. An
Historical Reference List of the Revenue
Stamps of the United States Including the
Private Die Proprietary Stamps. Boston:
Boston Philatelic Society, 1899: 157-158.

West, C. Private Die Match Stamps. A history
of the stamps and the firms using them.
Pacific Palisades, CA: Castenholz and Sons,
1980: 58-60.

Ferry, A.P. The National Bank Note Company
Printed the Sands Private Die Stamp (RS
209) on Watermarked Paper. The American
Revenuer, 1989 November-December;
43:223, 225.

Ferry,A.P. The Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing Printed the E.K. Smith Match Stamp
(RO 168d) on Watermarked Paper. The
American Revenuer 1993 September; 47:214-
215.

Literature in Review

has also included a listing of the 1918-1919
Poznan provisionals. This consists of adding a
photocopy of an article from The American
Revenuer listing of these stamps.

This booklet is inderior in almost every
respect. It is badly printed, badly bound and
the pages are badly cut. Since a major new
catalog of Polish revenues is now in the works
from the Barefoot organization, I can think of
no good reason for anyone to buy this third rate

product.
Terence Hines

world. This catalog is at least his partial an-
swer to that need.

There is no table of contents but there are
twoindices; the second alphabetically in Span-
ish while the first appears to be based on the
order of appearance of the various categories.
The arrangement of the early issues follows
that of Forbin, with various categories of stamps
for various types of transactions all mixed into
one listing including the Primary Instruction

(Literature—continued on page 155)
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Further corrections, additions and other notes

to the British Commonwealth Revenue Catalog

by Norman Seidelman, ARA

In three 1991 issues of The American Rev-
enuer (1991 July-August; 45:151, 153; 1991
September; 45:177-197, 181 and 1991 October;
45:196-197) Donald Duston presented a series
of articles entitled “Corrections, Additions, and
Other Notes to the British Commonwealth
Revenue Catalog.” The catalog referred to is
the 1990 fourth edition of the British Common-
wealth Revenue Catalog, published by Bare-
foot and Hall. This is still the latest version.

To quote Duston: “...the Barefoot and Hall
catalog is a rather simplified listing...and was
never meant to be a specialized catalog. As
such it leaves out information useful to the
serious collector and could sometimes confuse
the casual collector.”

This listing is an extension of Duston’s pre-
vious compendium, based upon my own collec-
tion and various auction catalogs. It is not
meant to enlarge the basic scope of the Bare-
foot and Hall but to enhance the catalog’s
veracity and completeness. In addition, some
questions regarding the existence of certain
stamps are raised, hoping that readers can
supply the answers.

Please inform me if you can resolve the
questions I pose or if you can provide any
additional information. Thank you. Norman
Seidelman, 9240 Quick Fox, Columbia, Mary-
land 21045.

Note: Entries in this listing are in order of
appearance in the catalog.

New South Wales

Stamp Duty: 1902( page 8)

67 6/ colors are green and red

71 10/ colors are green and gold
By implication, the colors of 88 and 89 shuld be
as above.

Victoria
Stamp Duty: 1904 (page 22)

Unlisted 1d This value is also found in

brown

Barbados

Revenue (page 28)

17 Overprint D REVENUE, ONLY
and 2s are on separate lines.

Delete 12 and 14. (E. Bayley, GB Rev. Journal
August 1991)

Revenue: Embossed Adhesives 1916 (page
28)

(The following are also from E. Bayley, GB Rev.
Journal August 1991)

20 6d Also found with control
letter H

23 2/6 Also found with control
letters F, H, I

Unlisted 5/- Also found with control
letters I, J

27 £5 Control letter I

28 £10 Control letter C

29 £20 Control letter D

30 £50 Control letter D

31 £100 No control letter

Delete 40.

Bermuda

Contributory Pensions Insurance (page
31)

There are 8 values in this series, as follows:
$1.10 red surcharge on $1.30 yellow

$1.93, $2.20, $2.50, $3.86, $5.00, $8.00
surcharge on $5.00, $10.00.

The $1.30yellow was notissued unsurcharged.
Revenue: Revenue-Revenue Keyplates c.
1936 (page 31)

11 10/- According to Morris
Luddington, the renown Bermuda philatelic
scholar, this stamp does not exist. But one
well-known ex-keyplate dealer has told me
that he has seen a copy. Can anyone supply
definitiveinformation? whyarethere norecords
of this stamp?
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The new $12 Bermuda
series of 1970.

Revenue: 1970 (page 31)

Unlisted Add: $2.00 blue-green (in addition
to the $2.40)

Unlisted Add: $24.00 red-orange

(The £1, £5 and £10 values of the 1954 issue
migrated into thenew set as the $2.40, $12 and
$24 values. The other denominations were
freshly created.)

27 $10  Color is magenta
Revenue: 1984 Coin issue (page 31)

36 Delete

37 Delete

Design/paper colors are:

32 Green/green

33 Brown-orange/brown-orange
34 Black/yellow

35 Lime green/lime green

38 Blue/blue

39 Red/red

40 Purple/purple

British Guiana

Revenue: 1911 (page 32)

Unlisted A $50 value exists in this set, color
unknown.

Summary Jurisdiction: 1865-76 (page 32)
6B 60c blue is found with a red
surcharge “Provisional / 50c. / 1887.” Forbin
states this to be a forgery.

B.0.IC.

Revenue: 1948 (page 33)
13 10M on 10c blue. The only copy I
haveseenisoverprinted “B.Adm.T.”not B.M.A.

Canada

Bill: Third issue 1868 (page 35)

40 3¢ green and 43 6¢ green. VanDam
states that these also exist watermarked (and
are worth $$$). Watermark unknown.
Excise Tax (page 36)

37 2 1/4¢ red. Valuation far too low.
Van Dam used price is Canadian $50.

52 Entry should read 3/16¢ red
Postal Notes: 1943 (page 39)

The statement preceeding 6 is incorrect. 17
(50¢) and 20(75¢) areinscribed POSTALNOTE
and BON DE POSTE.

Gibraltar

Stamp Duty: 1898 (page 56)
15isinscribed ONE POUND and is purple and
black on red (Don Duston)

Jamaica

Judicial: 1953 (page 84)

45 2/-isfound in (atleast)twoshades of
blue. On the stamp with the light blue shade
the overprint is positioned as illustrated. On
the stamp with the dark blue shade the
overprint is higher so that the D is just below
QE’s chin. On the few stamps I have seen from
the 1969 revised currency issue (52-60) the
overprint is higher as described above.

51 £1 Colors are better described
as black and rose.

K. U. T. (Tanganyika)

Stamp Duty: 1961 (page 87)

Arms design KODI stamps surcharged
in black “STAMP / DUTY / 10 CENTS”
within a box.

Unlisted 1/- Purple

Unlisted 10/- Brown

{(Were these stamps ever issued without
the surcharges?)

delete extraneous datare: “Kdi 1/-” after

16.
delete 17 Tanganyika
M l stump duty of
1961 sur-
a ay a charged

Judicial: 1901 (page 90) within a box.
63 20c Black and violet also found

with black (B) overprint.

Revenue: 1888 (page 91)

35 5¢ Colors are lilac and blue

Malacca

Revenue: 1947 KGVI Tey Type (page 93)
2 Entry should read $100

Mauritius

Bill of Exchange: 1890-1903 (page 97)
Unlisted Add: 10c green and red
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Insurance: 1979 (page 98)

34 2R8  Colors are blue and black
Internal Revenue: 1878-79 (page 98)

20 50c Colors are brown and blue

Nyasaland

Revenue: 1955 (page 113)

20-30: In 1963 all but 26 and 27 were
overprinted for use as postage stamps (SG
189-192), 194-198; Scott 113-116, 118-122).
But the postage set also contains two new
overprinted and surcharged values of the same
basic design:

SG 188 SC 112 1/2d on 1d green-blue

SG 193 SC 117 9d on 1/- cerise

Question: Were the 1 d green-blue and 1/-
cerise values ever used for revenue purposes
(without any overprint)?

South Africa

Revenue: 1954-60 (page 122)
92 V- Colors are pink and black

Cape of Good Hope

Revenue: 1876 (page 125)
100 12/-  blue green is also found
perforated 15 1/2 x 15 (B).

President’s Letter

Continued from page 149
with stamps, showing the actual use. the
articles in The American Revenuer describing
this part of revenue philately often show great
familiarity with the laws and regulations and
the history of past efforts to describe the
particular aspect being presented. Such articles
have often spurred me to look again at my
stamps from a new and different perspective.
As an exhibitor and ajudge, I am aware that
an overwhelming number of exhibits today are
displays illustrating the second mentioned
aspect of philately, that seeksillustrations and
explanations for the printing and usage of the
stamps. The rules for evaluating philatelic
exhibits encourage and reward this type of
exhibit. For the collector of the second kind,
who collects one stamp of each catalog number,

Trinidad and Tobago

Documents: 1908 (page 134)

3 6d is also found with die letter
I

Zanzibar

Revenue: 1905 (page 135)

Unlisted 2R Overprinted “Revenue” on

Sultan Seyyid issue (Don Duston)

British Virgin Islands
Y ﬁ“téﬂl%%%

s e
R ; “T"

The $25 1988 design
reported in The British
Carribean Philatelic
Journal, Sept. 1988.

1988
Unlisted $25
Unlisted $100 Blue, map of the BVI
These were described in the publication of the
British Carribean Philatelic Study Group a
few years ago. I have not seen them myself.
Can anyone verify their existance?

Magenta, map of the BVI

these exhibits can be appreciated, but often
they are really not what they would prefer to
see among the exhibits. Many would prefer to
see a complete country collection, one stamp of
each catalog number. The National Philatelic
Collection continues to display such collections
in pull-out panels. Imust confess to the pleasure
derived in pulling out these panels to see
examples of stamps that I never acquired for
one of my postage stamp collections or perhaps
have never even seen.

Our hobby needs collectors of both kinds.
Information flows back and forth between both
kinds of collectors and the resultis the enriched
hobby we all enjoy.

Ronald Lesher
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continued from page 151

stamps which Forbin had given a separate set
of numbers. Stamps for Public Welfare, Cus-
toms and municipal issues are the only catego-
ries that have their own series of numbers.
There is also what must be considered a pre-
liminary listing of taxpaid stamps covering
tobacco products, various beverages and sugar.
The editor solicits the input of catalog users—
I take this as an indication that there will be
future editions.

The layout and physical production of the
catalog is excellent. Listings are in two col-
umns in large sized type. The listings are of the
Scott Catalog type with all listings containing

An Introduction To Revenue Stamps, by
BillJ. Castenholz (ISBN: 1-879767-04-X). 90 +
vipages,51/2x81/2inches, card cover, smyth
sewn, tllustrated. Published by Castenholz &
Sons, Pacific Palisades, CA. Available from the
publisher or most revenue stamp dealers and
literature dealers in the U.S. for $6.50.

This book should accomplish what Wildey
Rickerson attempted to do with his United
States Revenue Stamps: collect them for profit
and pleasure. However, Bill Castenholz has
done a number of things right—this book is
well illustrated with good quality photos
interspaced in the text. It is printed on quality
paper with a sewn binding and plastic lami-
nate on the card cover. Most of all, it is well
written and easy to read. It presents U.S.
revenue stamps with the enthusiasm that I
know the author has for his collecting activi-
ties. It is an introduction for the non-revenue
collector or the novice revenue collector. It is
not areference, thereis noindex; you will enjoy
reading quickly through the text and looking
attheillustrations, many of which are of scarce
or interesting stamps.

In 14 chapters, some of which are only two
pages (one of which is photos) the author cov-
ers the U.S. embossed revenues, the First,
Second and Third issues, the 1871-75 propri-
etaries, the 1975-81 documentary and propri-
etaries, the 1898s, the reds, greens and silver
tax, revenue stamped paper, private dies, beers,
cordials and wines, playing cards, tax paids
and state documentaries. Obviously coverage
is superficial but the book tells and illustrates
what there is to collect, what the stamps were

Literature in Review

an illustration number keyed to the numbered
illustrations. The illustrations themselves are
computer scans of the actual stamps made at
full size. The pages were printed on a higher
resolution laser printer which allowed print-
ing the illustrations as halftones with a small
dot pattern, the results being of near photo-
graph quality.

An addendum is already planned which will
cover proofs and possibly papel sellada. This
catalog will prove to be a welcome addition to
the small but growing number of worldwide
revenue catalogs.

Kenneth Trettin

and how they were used and gives advice about
how to collect them and how to specialize in
various areas.

Downsides are few to this book. The First
Issues and stamped revenue paper are covered
in more detail than other areas (this reflects
the author’s areas of prime interest). Perhaps
the biggest flaw is that “U.S.” was omitted
before the word “Revenue” in the title; the book
ignores the entire world beyond the shores of
the USA yet purports to be an introduction to
revenue stamps without the proper qualifiers.
[This flaw should soon be remedied with the
expected appearance of another introductory
book from the United Kingdom; together the
two volumes should serve as a true introduc-
tion to revenues.] However, this is an excellent
introduction to U.S. revenue stamps. Consid-
ering the publisher’s price it is easy to recom-
mend that all who collect this area have at
least one copy on hand if not several to loan or
givetonon-revenue collecting friends. It might
also be suggested to give copies to your local
stamp club and public libraries.

Kenneth Trettin

There have been many books written on
U.S. revenues, and every one adds something
to the story that others may have missed.

The first issue that appeared in 1862 was
intended tofinance the War Between the States
by putting a tax on things that never before or
since have been taxed. The revenue stamp
itself bore words to indicate where the money
raised was to have originated. We find inscrip-
tions on the stamps such as passage ticket,
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bond, certificate and mortgage.

Soon after they appeared, officials concluded
thatthedistribution of the stamps was imprac-
tical, since the seller would not be able to
maintain a stock of stamps to fill each specific
need that was encountered. The authorities
told revenue stamp users to ignore the kind of
revenue for which the stamp was issued and
use them at random where a certain denomi-
nation was needed.

Well, not quite.

Patent medicines and cancer cures and other
supposed remedies for the sick and infirm
could only use Proprietary stamps., and most
sensibly, the proprietary stamps could not be
used for any other subject. Why? Perhaps the
Internal Revenue simply wanted to know how
much money went into Proprietary medicine.
Simply by knowing the face value of those
stamps that were sold, they had the figure.

It wasin the proprietary field that one of the
rarest stamps in this First Issue is found; one
that is on want lists of almost every collector of
revenues. The six cent Proprietary was needed
by Charles Osgood & Son for their product, and
there was no six cent Proprietary. A new new
issue of revenues, the Second Issue, was duein
1871 and Osgood did not want to wait. If Uncle
Sam wants to collect six cents on every bottle of
Osgood’s medicine sold, then he should pre-
pareastamp...and hedid. Osgood placed them
on the bottle where the cork met the glass, and
almost every one was torn when the bottle was
opened. Thanks are due to the collectors of the
time who used care in opening the bottle. The
number of the stamps printed was 89,348 so
one cannot call it scarce until condition enters
the picture. Scott’s Specialized Catalogue prices
it (R31c) at $1,750. At a Harmer sale in 1980
what is said to be the finest known example
sold for $11,000.

Prices on these early stamps depend on
several things. Most evident is the cancel: a
handstamp is worth much more than one that
has been cut or punched. Besides, the stamps

Deadlines for future issves of The American Revenver

The schedule for mailing camera ready copy
to the printer for the next several issues of The
American Revenuer is as follows: September
1994—September 12; October 1994—October
17; November-December 1994—November 21;
January 1995—January 2; and February
1995—February 6.

themselves are found with paper folds, cracked
plates and various shades, which change the
price upwards or downwards. In the haste to
get the stamps to the persons who would use
them, they were sometimes delivered in an
unfinished state. That is why almost every
type of these stamps exists imperforate, part
perforate or fully perforated. Many of these are
sought on the original document, and the
Castenholz book has a section on this practice.

This book goes to great lengths to tell the
collector what to look for in the way of varieties
and what they are worth. there is a section on
multiples—at times a pair can be worth more
than a block of another stamp.

Many documentsbearfamousnames. Years
ago I had some beautifully engraved stock
certificates which I sold at one dollar each. One
happy buyertold me thathis document had the
signature of the outlaw, Billy the Kid, who was
apartnerin the business, the one time he went
straight. His autograph is worth several hun-
dred dollars.

The Second and Third Issues were also beau-
tifully engraved and the Internal Revenue had
learned from the first issue that it was not
necessary to give each stamp a name. While
the highest value of the first series was $200,
the second series had the $500 value regularly
issued for use and a $5,000 value which exists
only in essay form.

The Second and Third Issues being bicol-
ored, inverted centers are known, one (R151)
being relatively common, insofar as U.S. in-
verts go. It lists at only $325.

The book goes on, through the entire rev-
enue field including all Proprietaries, the later
documentaries, the Spanish-American War
“Battleships,” revenue stamped paper (only
Federalissued, no stateissues) and private die
proprietaries (the Match and Medicine stamps).
There are fabulous stories about all of these
issues; the marvel is how it was done in fewer
than one hundred pages.

Herman Herst, Jr.

Editorial copy and reservations for adver-
tising space must be received by the Editor
nine days prior to these dates for inclusion in
that issue. Camera ready advertisements are
due six days after the reservation has been
made. The printer mails each issue approxi-
mately 7-10 days after the date given.
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Collector’s and Exhibitor’s Forum

ARA U.S. sales circuits reactivated

The ARA is pleased to announce the reacti-
vation of the U.S. sales circuit, effective Sep-
tember 1. The program has been completely
revised, formulated along the lines of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society sales circuit.

ARA U.S. sales circuit books will soon be
printed and will be available in late August.
They will resemble the APS books with