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Cigarette Tubes stamps and their usage

by W. H. Waggoner, ARA

Although their existence is known to most
revenue collectors, the Cigarette Tubes
stamps (Scott RH class) remain an anomaly.
Consisting of only four different stamps, the
group is one of the more minor classes of
United States revenues. All are readily avail-
able in both used and mint condition, and
even multiples are not particularly difficult
to acquire. But why were they issued? What
were they used for, and by whom?

The sparse information given in cata-
logues is of little help beyond revealing that
the three separate issues are easily distin-
guished, and that two of them involve over-
printed contemporary Documentary stamps.
Aside from a few casual references (Riley,
1992), nothing else has appeared in the
philatelic literature. This paper will attempt
to correct that.

As its short title indicates, the War Rev-
enue Act (40 Stat., 300), approved by Con-
gress on October 3, 1917, was intended to
help defray war expenses by creating new
sources of tax revenues. Section 404 of that

- .
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Figure 1. A block of nine of RH1. The center stamp
is the “missing period” variety (see text).

act imposed

“upon cigarette paper made up into ...
tubes ...and intended for use by the smoker

in making cigarettes the following taxes: ...
Table ' 2 cents for each one hundred tubes or frac-
tional part thereof.”
Cigarette Tubes stamps issved The tax was to become effective 30 days fol-
. lowing the passage of the act; i.e., early No-
Fiscal Number $°°tt_ Value vember, approximately seven months after
Year of stamps designation of stamps the U.S. declared war on Germany.
1919 570,000 RH1 $ 5,700 This timing explains the use of overprint-
1920 1,400,000 RH1 14,000 ing to produce these stamps (and other con-
1921 1,100,000 RH1 11,000 temporary revenue issues). World War I
1922 1,460,300 RH1 14,603 generated massive problems at the Bureau of
1923 800,00Q RH1 8,000 Engraving & Printing. Additional experi-
1924 550,000 RH1 5,500 enced personnel were needed. Basic supplies
1925 550,000 RH1 5,500 were difficult to acquire. More work space
1926 500,000 RH1 5,000 was unavailable. The increased use of offset
1927 611,700 RH1 6,117 printing, and the adoption of a 24-hour daily
1928 400,000 RH1 4,000 work schedule did enable the Bureau to meet
1929 400,000 RH2 4,000 the unprecedented demands for its services.
1930 200,000 RH2 2,000 But there was no time left to develop and
1931 331,200 RH2 3,312 produce new revenue stamps.
1932 6,284,600 RH2 62,846 The Revenue Act of 1918 (40 Stat., 1057),
1933 3,320,000 RH2 33,200 approved February 24, 1919, continued the
tax on cigarette tubes, but at the modified
192 The American Revenuer, October 1998



rate of “1 cent for each fifty tubes or frac-
tional part thereof.” Section 703 emphasized
that this was a tax on the sale of such tubes
to individuals, paid by the tube manufac-
turer or importer. Sales to cigarette manu-
facturers for use in their commercial
operations, or for export, were not to be
taxed. The subsequent Revenue Acts of 1921
(42 Stat., 227), 1924 (43 Stat., 253) and 1926
(44 Stat., 9), re-enacted the earlier provisions
and tax structure without change.

The original 1917 act had noted that the
taxes levied upon cigarette papers and tubes
were stamp taxes. Treasury Department
records do indicate, in fact, that relatively
large numbers of stamps were issued. (See
tables.) Section 1119 of the Revenue Act of
1926 made the use of Cigarette Tubes rev-
enue stamps discretionary with the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue:

“...any such tax may, under regulations
prescribed by the Commissioner ... be col-
lected by stamp, coupon, serial-numbered
ticket, or such other reasonable device or
method as may be necessary or helpful in
securing a complete and prompt collection of
the tax.”

Stamps continued to be used.

Stamps in two denominations were made
available eight years later. Regulations then
current (Regulations, 1934) required that
“the (proper) number of stamps ... shall be
affixed to each package of cigarette tubes in
such manner as to seal properly such pack-
age.” Like the more familiar blue strip

9]04.\!(1:"1"1‘[; T(Bl' "é
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stamps used on packs of cigarettes, regula-
tions also required destruction of the stamps
when the package was opened.

Fiscal year 1945 was the last during which
significant numbers of Cigarette Tubes
stamps were issued to tax collectors. There-
after, tax payment was to accompany the re-
turn of ATF Form 2137, filed monthly by
manufacturers. When the return system was
implemented, the Treasury Department
turned over remaining stamps to the
Smithsonian “for historical purposes”
(Waggoner, 1986). \

The tax on cigarette tubes is still collected.
Surprisingly, even the rate has remained
constant since 1919, except for the following
extension (72 Stat., 1415) which covers
today’s king-size cigarettes.

“...if cigarette tubes measure more than

6 2 inches in length, they shall be taxable at

the rate prescribed, counting each 2 %

inches, or fraction thereof, of the length of
each as one cigarette tube.”

As noted earlier, Scott classifies the Ciga-
rette Tubes stamps RH and recognizes three
series. The Series of 1919 consists of a single
issue, RH1. This is the 1-cent carmine rose
stamp of the 1917 Documentary issue (Scott
R228) overprinted “CIGTTE. / TUBES” in
black. The stamp is double-line watermarked
USIR and perforated 11. A single variety,
RH1a, is listed in which the period at the end
of the first overprinted line is missing. Its
discovery was announced (King, Bacharach
and Turner, 1981) in 1929 after the omission

."....0‘...".....""

‘ U4 Figure2. Ablock of nine
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of RH3 with the two-line
“A.F.T.CO. | KY.” cancel-
lation appearing twice on
each stamp.
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Table Il

Fiscal

Year
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

Cigarette Tubes stamps issved

Number of stamps Total

RH3 RH4 value
1,430,300 100,100 $ 16,305
974,500 100,000 11,745
801,100 200,200 12,015
700,000 350,000 14,000
800,000 303,700 14,074
601,000 402,800 14,066
1,150,000 952,000 30,541
650,400 650,000 19,504
200,000 300,000 8,000
100,000 200,000 5,000
_— — 42,052

Data not included were not available.

Figure 3. A RH3 attached to a package of
cigarette tubes as distributed by the Axton-Fisher
Tobacco Company with their Himyar tobacco.

had been found on five separate sheets.

The cents-valued stamps of the 1917 Docu-
mentary issue were offset printed in sheets of
400, divided by guide lines into four panes of
100 stamps each, arranged in a 10 x 10 for-
mat. Consequently, the overprint could have
been applied using an electrotype plate of
four-hundred subjects to an uncut large
sheet, or with a smaller electrotype on a one
hundred subject pane, as is commonly done
with precancels. Figure 1 shows a block of
nine R228 stamps from an upper right pane
of that stamp (note the upper margin and
half of the arrow marking the vertical guide-
line). The overprint in the center of this block
thus occurs on the stamp in
position 12 of this pane. It
has been suggested that this
missing period variety re-
sulted from the fracture of
the type used to make the
overprint plate, since the
lower limb of the final “E”
also is shortened. When this
occurred, or if the error oc-
curs on all overprinted
sheets, is not known.

Additional minor varieties of RH1, not
presently listed in Scott, are possible, and
based upon differences among the so-called
“design-types” that exist in the 1917 Docu-
mentary stamp issue. These variations were
discussed (Waggoner, 1990) in a 1990 paper
on this issue.

The second series (1929) came into being
as a result of the BEP changing the gauge of
perforations used on revenue stamps. Con-
sisting also of but a single stamp, RH2, this
series differs from its predecessor only in be-
ing perforated 10. The base stamp thus is
R251, the one-cent value in the 1928-29
Documentary series. No varieties have been
reported.

Both RH1 and RH2 were produced (An-
nual Reports) in significant quantities. Table
I shows the number and value of these
stamps issued by the Bureau to Internal Rev-
enue collectors during fiscal years 1919
through 1933. These data assume that all
stamps delivered in fiscal 1929 and later
were the perf 10 issue, and that only the perf
11 issue was delivered before that time.
These assumptions may or may not be cor-
rect. The remarkable increase in the number
of Cigarette Tubes stamps issued in 1932 and
1933 likely reflects the increased popularity
of homemade cigarettes during the Great De-
pression,

The Series of 1933 — the third and last —
was also the largest series since it consisted
of two stamps. These large rose-colored
stamps, designated RH3 and RH4, feature a
common new design in a horizontal format
and no overprint. Printed on watermarked
paper and perforated 11 gauge, their values

194
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are l-cent and 2-cents, respectively. There
are no known varieties. Issuance data on
these stamps for fiscal years 1934 through
1945 are given in Table II. Here, it is as-
sumed that only RH3 and 4 were issued dur-
ing this period, an assumption that may or
may not be correct.

Collectors of Cigarette Tubes stamps are
well-aware that most used copies bear the
two-line printed cancellation “A.F.T./KY.”
(Friedberg, 1989). No date is shown, al-
though canceled stamps of the 1933 series
sometimes include other abbreviations and/
or dates. Whose cancellations are these?

The first initials are those of the Axton-
Fisher Tobacco Company (Moody’s, 1937).
Formed in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1902 with
Woodford F. Axton (1872-1935) as President,
his brother, Edwin D. Axton (1874-1961) as
Secretary-Treasurer, and George H. Fisher,
a partner, the company was the successor to
the Axton-Hilton Tobacco Company founded
in 1899 in Owensboro, Kentucky, by the el-
der Axton. Both companies manufactured
smoking tobacco, chewing tobacco, and ciga-
rettes. The business prospered and, by 1935,
Axton-Fisher had become the largest inde-
pendent tobacco manufacturing company in
this country, with annual sales exceeding
$28 million. Among their better-known prod-
ucts were Spud, Twenty-Grand and Clown
cigarettes and Himyar cigarette tobacco.
They also marketed more than a dozen
brands of smoking and chewing tobacco in
twist, plug and shredded form. In June,
1944, Philip Morris & Company purchased
the physical assets of A.F.T.Co. and thereaf-
ter gradually acquired all of its outstanding
stock. The Axton-Fisher Tobacco Company
was formally dissolved in September 1947
(Waggoner, 1985).

On the smaller RH1 and 2 stamps, several
varieties of Axton-Fisher precancellations
are known. These include:

(a) 2 mm sans-serif type, in blue,
normal & inverted; in black, normal
& inverted
(b) 2 mm serif type, in black, normal
& inverted
(c)22mm seriftype,in black, normal

Additionally, the serif type overprints dis-
play variations within themselves. The (b)
type is found doubled, with broken “T” and
“O” and with-no period after “CO,” while the
larger (c) type is found in two different spac-

CIGARETTE TUBES

YORK, N. .
MADE IN U.S. A

GLUCKMAN & STRAUCH, [N
NEW YO

ings, a wide (19 mm) “A.F.T.CO.” containing
4 periods, and a narrow (15 mm) “A F T CO.”
that contains only the terminal period. Both
of these cancellations are in black with nor-
mal placement.

Varieties seen on the larger 1-cent RH3
include the precancellation in:

(a) 2 mm sans-serif type, in black, reading
up & down; in blue, reading down; and, in
red, reading down In all three cases, the two-
line “A.F.T.CO./KY.” appears twice on each
stamp, oriented vertically, and spaced 15 %
mm apart. Figure 2 shows a block of nine of
this stamp bearing the cancellation in black.

(b) 2 ¥4 mm serif type, in black, normal
placement. A single, two-line, precancella-
tion appears on each stamp, oriented hori-
zontally. Additionally, some examples bear
what appears to be a typewritten code in
black. The author has stamps with codes A-3,
D-29, D-31, L-29, 0-3, S-2 and Y-3 in his col-
lection. It has been suggested (Waggoner,
1994) that this notation is a freshness code,
but the details of such a scheme are not
known.

Figure 3 shows an example of this variety
attached to a glassine envelope of cigarette
tubes, as distributed by the Axton-Fisher To-
bacco Company with its Himyar Tobacco.
The package also bears the remnants of a red
Wisconsin tax stamp of unknown denomina-
tion and title.

Interestingly, I have never seen the Axton-
Fisher precancellation on a 2-cent RH4

Figure 4. An
unopened box
of Prince
Henry ciga-
rette tubes
containing 100
tubes. The box
is stamped
with an
uncanceled
RHA4.

The American Revenuer, October 1998
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Figure 5. A
“Himyar
cigarette

maker” used to
fill cigarette
tubes.

stamp. Because such a stamp would be re-
quired only on either a package of cigarette
tubes containing more than 50 standard-
sized tubes, or on a package of king-sized
tubes, this probably means that Axton-
Fisher did not utilize such packaging.

The most common cancellation on this
higher denomination stamp seems to be that
of Gluckman & Strauch, Inc. of New York,
New York. This company’s overprint has
been seen in various forms including:

(a) “G & S INC/2nd NY” in black (appears
typewritten)

(b) “G & S Inc/2nd Dist NY” in black (ap-
pears typewritten)

(¢c) “G. & S. Inc./2nd N.Y,” in purple,
handstamped

(d) “G. & S. Inc./2nd N.Y.” in black,
handstamped but different

(e) “G. & S. Inc./SEP 1936/2nd DIST. N.Y.”
in purple, handstamped.

Other known precancellations on RH4 in-
clude:

(f) “Maxwell 2nd Dist. N.Y.” in black,
handstamped in very small letters, app 1 mm

(g) Illegible manuscript with
handstamped “U.S. MARSHALL/NOV 5
1936” added in black on top of writing

(h) “2nd DIST. N.Y.” in purple,
handstamped in 5 mm serif letters.

Figure 4 shows an unopened box of Prince
Henry cigarette tubes marketed by

Gluckman & Strauch, Inc. Because it con-
tains 100 tubes, it is stamped with the 2¢

RH4. The stamp is not canceled.

Several aspects of the usage of the Ciga-
rette Tubes tax stamps have always bothered
me. First, all tax legislation concerned with
the question has grouped cigarette papers
and tubes together, while taxing them sepa-
rately. The 1917 act, for instance, levied (40
Stat., 314) taxes of Y.-cent or 1-cent upon
“cigarette paper made up into packages,
books, or sets,” depending upon the number
of sheets in the package. Packages contain-
ing no more than 25 sheets each were exempt
from this tax. As late as 1988, papers and
tubes continued to be taxed (Code, 1988)
separately. Has anyone ever seen a U.S. rev-
enue stamp appropriated specifically to
“cigarette papers”? I have not, but would be
interested in learning that such a tax stamp
exists.

Second, what exactly is a “cigarette tube”?
Aside from the discussion of tube length cited
previously, neither Congressional acts nor
the tax code defines the term. The Scott cata-
logue notes (Cummings, 1994) that:

“These stamps were for a tax on the hol-

low tubes of cigarette paper, each with a

thin cardboard mouthpiece attached. They

were sold in packages so buyers could add
loose tobacco to make cigarettes.”
There may be such tubes, but I have never
seen one. None of the tubes I have examined
have a mouthpiece attached; they are tubes
of very thin paper, packaged flat as though
they had been ironed lengthwise.
Finally, how does the
smoker get tobacco into such
a tube? I have seen men roll
their own. In fact, there was
a time when I could pour
powdery Bull Durham out of
its little white cloth sack
onto a paper trough, wrap it
around the tobacco filling,
lick the exposed edge, and
twist the resulting cylinder
into a smokable cigarette. I
never was able to do it with
only one hand, and the filling
operation always was accom-
+ panied by much spilling of
the small dry flakes, but in
the absence of “taylor-
mades” the end result served
the purpose. I also remember
watching my father prepare
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Birmingham, Alabama, laundry license tag

by John D. Bowman, ARA

This is a 1972 embossed
metal license plate, presum-
ably for a bicycle. It is let-
tered in red on a white
background. It is headed
“Laundry - Cleaners.” I have
no information on how or
why this tag was used. I sur-
mise that laundry and clean-
ing businesses used to
deliver or pickup laundry us-
ing a bicycle or motorcycle.
This license tag may have re-
flected a tax paid for such a
vehicle used in this business.
It measures three inches by
five inches.

Canadian Revenue Newsletter—September 1998

Christopher Ryan leads off the September
issue of the Canadian Revenue Newsletter
with part three of “From the files of Revenue
Canada: notes on the liquor stamps.” This

Cigarette Tubes stamps and their usage
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his own cigarettes using flat cigarette papers
and Target tobacco. He used an apparatus
made of sheet metal, several wooden dowels,
and a strip of lightweight canvas. You could
get one of these machines by sending your
name and address, together with a specified
number of Target coupons, to the tobacco
company. Other companies offered their own
machinery. But these devices did not use pre-
formed tubes. (I acquired one of these ma-
chines, still usable, at a flea market recently,
even though I quit smoking years ago.)

Another flea market provided the gadget
seen in Figure 5 which answered my final
concern. Stamped into the metal on one side
is the phrase “HIMYAR’ cigarette maker.” I
bought it because I recognized the Himyar
name and knew its purpose; the dealer had
no idea what he sold me.

Below the name, a second line disclosed
that the device had been patented on June
17, 1919. Armed with this information, I con-
sulted Patent Office documents in the Uni-
versity of Georgia Library and found that
Patent Number 1,307,003 had indeed been
granted on that date to Louis Friedberg of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for a “Cigarette-
Maker.” Figure 6 shows the sheet of draw-
ings submitted by Mr. Friedberg with his
application. Other sheets describe the pur-
pose and operation of this invention which
had

“for an object to provide a device for
quickly and efficiently making cigarettes.

“Among other features the invention
comprehends a device that can be readily
carried in the pocket and which is conve-
niently adapted to filling cartridges or tubes
of paper or the like, with tobacco,...”

The description of the method of using this
pocket machine is too lengthy to reproduce in
its entirety here, but the operation reduces to
the following steps. Tobacco is arranged in
the trough (#10 or #10a in the drawings), cov-
ered with the movable curved stem (#15),
and the whole compressed somewhat by a
cover plate (#16 or #16a). One end of a ciga-
rette tube (#12) is slipped over the tapered
end of the holder (#11) and the stem is
pushed (left to right in Fig. 2) into the tube,
carrying the loose tobacco with it. The filled
tube is then withdrawn from the holder as a
complete cigarette.

Although I cannot document the transfer,
this patent must have been consigned to

L. FRIEDBIRG.
CIGARETTE MAKER.
APPLICATION FILED OCT. 28, 1915.

Patented Tune 17, 1919.

1,307,008.
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Figure 6.
Patent
drawing for
Louis
Friedberg’s
cigarette-
maker.

Axton-Fisher and the company had it manu-
factured for use with their Himyar tobacco
and cigarette-tubes. I have no idea whether
it was sold to smokers, or awarded in ex-
change for coupons or stamps like so many
items were prior to WWIL.

Like the majority of U.S. revenue stamps,
those issued in connection with Cigarette
Tubes are now obsolete. So, also, are the de-
vices once used by individuals to fashion
their own cigarettes, but we may yet study
both the stamps and the machines in order to
understand their purpose and use. Given the
current bureaucratic attitude towards all
things related to tobacco, we had best com-
plete and document our studies while the ar-

tifacts still exist.
=
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Christopher Ryan.

The Canadian Revenue Newsletter is pub-
lished by the Canadian Revenue Study
Group of the British North-American Phila-
telic Society. Membership in BNAPS is re-

The Winter 1998-1999 issue of Atalaya
features an article about “Bulgaria’s 1878
Rural Post.” These stamps are not widely
known although they are listed in Melville’s
"Phantom Philately and in Chapier’s Les
Timbres de Fantaisie. They were issued just
as Bulgaria gained her freedom from the Ot-
toman Empire.

This issue of Atalaya also contains articles
about the Exploration Line stamps of Colom-

quired to belong to the study group. For more
information contact the group chairman
Fritz Angst, W2200 First National Bank
Building, 332 Minnesota Street, St. Paul MN
55101.

Atalaya—Winter 1998-9

bia, a cloumn about coins-of-tradition, re-
views of cinderella philatelic books and ar-
ticles, and the latest cinderella news.

A sample copy of Atalaya is available fro
U.S. $3 (dollar bills) or the latest issue plus
ten back issues for $15 from Christer
Brunstrom, Kungsgatan 23, SE-302 45
Halmstad, Sweden. The Editor indicates he
cannot accept checks due to high bank
charges.

Birmingham, Alabama Street Tax

by John D. Bowman, ARA

Here are two tax paid re-
ceipts for street tax in the
city of Birmingham, Ala-
bama. The 1888 receipt has a
control number printed in
blue, while the 1889 receipt’s
is red. The City Marshall
signed these receipts. Three
dollars was a high tax to pay
one hundred years ago. I do
not know what these receipts
taxed. Perhaps street ven-

No.

690

RECEIVED OF //5~ ;

 &KRECEIPT FOR STREET TAX.%

Birmingham, Ala.. ( ?w-“ 1888.

Three Dollars, in full for Sfrem‘ Tax for the year 1888.

g 7
5‘3/"“

/4 Q e//?‘f(&w/‘» .......

< (‘a[J mea.

dors had to pay a business
tax to sell their wares.

462

RECEIVED OF...

RECEIPT FOR STREET TaX.

Birmingham, Ala . 1889,

i
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Three Dollars, in full for Street Tax forthe year 1889.

CITY MARSHAL
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lllegal reproduction of the
Thompson private die medicine stamp (R$242)
on postal cards (UX3)

by Andrew P. Ferry, ARA and Mercedes K. Ferry, ARA

In 1987, Richard Riley published an ac-
count of private die medicine stamps that
had been reproduced illegally in the alma-
nacs of several companies that used private
dies (Riley, 1987). The practices in this re-
gard of one of those companies, the R. C. & C.
S. Clark Company, were amplified in a sub-
sequent article (Ferry, 1987).

Dr. Riley remarked that, possibly as a re-
sult of murky referencing in
the older literature, he had

been unable to confirm the
existence of any of these
items other than those of R.
H. McDonald (Dr. J.
Walker’s California Vinegar
Bitters) and the Clark com-
pany. This sparked the pub-
lication in 1988 of two
articles that described the il-
legal reproduction of the six
cent private die stamp (RS

Figure 1. The
private die

medicine
stamp of John
L. Thompson,
Sons & Co.
(RS 242a).

258d) of H. H. Warner & Co.
in the company’s almanacs
and elsewhere (Webster,
1988; Ferry and Ferry, 1988). Webster (1988)
reported the reproduction of this stamp in an
almanac published in 1882 by the Warner
company, the design being printed in black
on orange paper. We reported the illegal re-
production of this stamp in a Warner alma-
nac dated February 1, 1883 (the design being
printed in black on pink paper); in a Warner
almanac dated July 1, 1883 (the design being
printed in black on white paper); and on a
flier distributed by the company in 1883 (the
design being printed in black on yellow pa-
per) (Ferry and Ferry, 1988).

The illegal reproduction of the private die
stamp of Oliver Crook & Co. in the firm’s
almanacs was reported in 1989 (Ferry, 1989),
and in 1990 we described the illegal repro-
duction of the private die stamp of Radway &
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Co. in the firm’s almanacs (Ferry and Ferry,
1990). (In our paper, we reported the illegal
facsimile reproduction of the Radway private
die stamp on the inside of the back cover of
the firm’s 1873 and 1874 almanacs. Since
that report in 1990, we have also found it
printed in black, on yellow paper, on the in-
side of the rear cover of the Radway almanac
for 1872.)

For some twenty-five years we have been
greatly interested in the activities of John L.
Thompson, Sons & Co., the proprietor of Dr.
Isaac Thompson’s Celebrated Eye Water
(Ferry and Ferry, 1984). The private die rev-
enue stamp used by this firm was first issued
in January 1863, and is illustrated in Figure
1. It was the second private die medicine
stamp to be printed, having been preceded
only by the 1¢ red stamp of Dr. Herrick. The
design measures 19.5 x 23.5 mm.

In the early 1980s, we happened upon a
brief note by Herst (1978) in The American
Revenuer pertaining to this company. (The
title selected for that article, “An Unlikely
Marriage,” makes no mention of the subject
of the article and exemplifies a practice that
causes great difficulty for compilers of bibli-
ographies and for other workers in the field
of information retrieval. The “Marriage” that
appears in the title of Herst’s brief note has
nothing to do with Thompson family relation-
ships. Rather, it signifies the union of two
philatelic subspecialties: postal stationery
and revenue stamps.)

This suboptimally titled note turns out to
be concerned with the reproduction of the
Thompson stamp, in its exact size, design
and color, on the back of a postal card (UX3).
Herst remarked that he did not recall this
ever having been written up before and that
this finding might be “new to the record.” But
the single illustration that accompanies his
article depicts the stamp itself (RS242), not
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the postal card bearing the illegal reproduc-
tion of the stamp.

Herst’s statement that the proprietor of
the firm was John L. Thompson of Troy, New
York, is correct. But he then asserts that,
“The relationship of the seller to that of the
inventor has not been established, but no
doubt they were related.” Well, yes and no.
Isaac Thompson was in the drug business in
New London, Connecticut. His fifth child,
Mary Perkins Thompson, married John
Leland Thompson, a merchant of Troy, New
York. Although Isaac Thompson and John L.
Thompson had the same family name, they
were not related. In 1830, Isaac Thompson
sold the formula for his Celebrated Eye Wa-
ter to John L. Thompson. Following the
death in 1833 of his second wife, Isaac Th-
ompson married Huldah Thompson of
Poughkeepsie, New York. She was the elder
sister of his son-in-law, John L. Thompson.
Thus, Isaac Thompson’s son-in-law became
his brother-in-law! (Ferry and Ferry, 1984).

In the mid-1980s we had the opportunity
to buy for our collection the first of these Th-
ompson postal cards that we have seen. This
prompted a re-reading of Herst’s article. Our
card bears on its message side an illegal re-

' \E zmm

ON

'7/ s’ ///6 /
7 /¢

Figure 2A. UX3 postmarked Troy, N.Y. The postmark includes the
date December 17th. The card is addressed simply to Linis(sic) Weed /

New York | NY.

production of the revenue stamp and what is
probably the same text as that summarized
by Herst on the card he saw. There are some
minor differences. We believe that Herst’s
transcription of the message side was not an
exact recording of the information that ap-
peared on the card.

Our card is also a UX3, and it bears a
Troy, New York, postmark. The card Herst

Figure 2B.
The Thompson
firm’s private
die medicine
stamp is
depicted
illegally on the
card’s message
side
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PurcHASE Isaac THoMPsON’S Evi WATER, LABEL ABOVE DESCRIBED.
Cznstnre also thatthe NOTE OF HAND IS ON THE LABEL, AND ALSO MY PRIVATE INTERNAL REVENUE STAMP.

- Y. NONE OTHER CAN BE GENUINE,
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described is said to have borne no date. The
postmark on our card has no year date, but it
does include the month and the day of the
month: DEC 17.

Herst mentioned that the card he had at
hand was postmarked Troy, New York, and
was addressed simply to O. J. Ward, New
York, New(sic) York(sic). He commented on
how difficult it must have been for the postal
authorities to deliver mail to a recipient
whose address was presented in a manner so
sparing in detail. We noticed immediately
that our card had also been sent to an indi-
vidual in New York City and that, again, no
street address was given. The card was ad-
dressed to “H. J. Watson / New York / NY.”

At the time, the fact that the last name of
the addressee of our card began with a W, as
did that of the addressee of the card de-
scribed by Herst, escaped our notice.

Several years later we acquired another of
the cards for our collection. It is illustrated in
Figure 2. Again, it is a UX3 postmarked
Troy, New York (Figure 2-A). And the date is,
again, December 17. The postmark does not
include a year date. As was the case with the
two previously described cards, the ad-
dressee was an individual in New York for
whom no address was given other than “New
York / NY.” This time, it did not escape our
notice that the last name of the addressee
also began with a W. His name is recorded as
Linis(sic) Weed.

The message side of the card (Figure 2-B)
bears the illegal illustration of the Thompson
stamp and text that is identical with that on
our first card, the one which was addressed
to H. J. Watson. The reproduction of the
stamp is printed in black, as is the boxed text
beginning with the words, “In Consequence
of...”, and ending with “... REVENUE
STAMP.” The line surrounding this text is
printed in light blue, as is all of the other
lettering and decoration on this side of the
card.

The only other one of these cards we have
seen is an attractive copy that was offered for
sale by Eric Jackson at NAPEX in 1992. He
had the card displayed at his table so that
the viewer observed the message side. The
illegal illustration of the Thompson stamp
and the text on the message side were identi-
cal with those on the two cards in our collec-
tion. Wondering whether the address side
might bear a Troy, New York, postmark
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dated December 17, and whether the card
would have been addressed to a recipient in
New York City whose last name began with a
W and who would have no address given ex-
cept New York / NY, we turned the card over.

We were not particularly astonished to see
that the card (again, a UX3) had a Troy, New
York, postmark with the December 17 date.
It was addressed to “Jas Wood / New York /
NY.”

This card was sold by Mr. Jackson soon
thereafter. It reappeared in the Christie’s
auction held on September 27, 1995, where it
sold for a hammer price of $420. The message
side is illustrated in the catalog.

All three cards we’ve seen were addressed
to individuals in New York City named
Watson, Weed, and Wood, respectively. We
have not seen the card described by Herst
that was sent to someone in New York City
whose name (Ward) also began with a W. The
only other one of these cards we know of is
the one of which Dr. Richard Riley sent us a
photocopy in 1984. The message side is iden-
tical to those of the three cards we have seen.
Because the photocopy he sent us in 1984
depicted only the message side, and because
we were not then prescient enough to ask
him to send us a photocopy of the address
side, we don’t know what might be found
there.

Dr. Riley no longer has a photocopy of this
card, or any material pertaining to it, in his
files. He suspects that he never had the card
in his collection and that someone may have
sent him a photocopy of the card years ago for
his comments.

One thing is for sure: the card of which Dr.
Riley sent us a photocopy is not one of the
two in our collection, nor is it the one sold by
Eric Jackson in 1992 and by Christie’s in
1995. In the photocopy of the card that Dr.
Riley sent us in 1984, we note a tear in the
superior border that extends from the mar-
gin into the letter S in the word TEST. None
of the three cards we've seen is so affected. It
is entirely possible that this card was the one
addressed to O. J. Ward, as described by
Herst (1978). And it may well be that it was
Herst who showed the card (or a photocopy
thereof) to Dr. Riley.

Before submitting this article for publica-
tion, and thereby illustrating this remark-
able item in a philatelic journal for the first
time, we decided to search the New York di-
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rectories of the period to see what the four
known addressees had in common, other
than last names beginning with a W and the
address New York / NY.

The postal card accorded Scott number
UX3 was first issued on July 6, 1873. It was
in use for little more than two years, having
been replaced on September 28, 1875, by the
card designated as UX4 in the Scott cata-
logue.

We decided that (assuming the postal
cards had been used when current) the direc-
tories meriting the closest scrutiny would be
those for the years 1873, 1874 and 1875. We
decided to also search the directories that
were issued several years before and after
the above-mentioned dates.

The best directory for this purpose is
Trow’s New York City Directory. Our findings
are summarized in Table I.

Table |

Summary of selected entries from Trow’s NYC Directory, 1872-77

A. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1872:

Owen J. Ward is listed as a physician residing at 256 East Broadway; his office was at 213

Horatio J. Watson’s occupation is listed as “drugs”; his address is given as 136 Bowery.
There is no listing for Linus Weed. ( Elihu M. Weed is in the drug business at 170 William

Ward:
Monroe.
Watson
Weed
Street.)
Wood:

James Wood is listed at 2227 Third Avenue, his occupation being “drugs.”

B. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1873:

Ward:
Watson:
Weed:

Wood:

Owen J. Ward is listed as a physician residing at 256 East Broadway.

Horatio J. Watson continues in “drugs” at 136 Bowery.

Linus Weed is not listed. (Elihu M. Weed continues in the drug business at 170 William
Street.)

The listing for James Wood is as before.

C. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1874:

Owen J. Ward continues as a physician residing at 256 East Broadway.

Horatio J. Watson continues in the drug business at 136 Bowery.

Linus Weed is now listed, for the first time. His occupation is recorded as “drugs.” His
workplace is 301 Seventh Avenue; home is at 106 West 24th Street. (Elihu M. Weed
continues in the drug business at 170 William Street.)

James Wood continues in the drug business at 2227 Third Avenue.

D. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1875:

Linus Weed'’s occupation is given as “drugs.” No business address is recorded; his home

Ward:  Owen J. Ward’s listing as a physician continues.
Watson: Horatio J. Watson continues in the drug business at 136 Bowery.
Weed:
is now listed at 258 West 37th Street.
Wood:  James Wood continues in “drugs,” at 2227 Third Avenue.

E. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1876:

The listing for Dr. Owen J. Ward is unchanged.

Horatio J. Watson continues in the drug business, at 136 Bowery.
Linus Weed is now listed as a “clerk” residing at 667 Eighth Avenue.
The listing for James Wood is unchanged.

F. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1877:

Linus Weed is not listed. The entries for Ward, Watson, and Wood are unchanged.
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Comment

Study of the New York City directories
confirms our suspicion that the Thompson
firm had sent these postal cards to members
of the medical profession (e.g., O. J. Ward)
and to druggists (e.g., Watson, Weed, and
Wood) as a direct mailing to advertise Dr.
Isaac Thompson’s Celebrated Eye Water and
to warn them of counterfeits of this prepara-
tion that had appeared on the market.

We have seen the address side of three of
the four cards. All were postmarked Troy,
New York. Experts in postal history assure
us that the markings are genuine. The post-
marks on these three cards (no information is
available about the postmark on the address
side of the Ward card) bear the date of De-
cember 17th. No year date can be discerned
with any certainty, but the Weed card (Fig-
ure 2-A) exhibits a smudged marking over
the depiction of Liberty which, with a great
deal of imagination, can be interpreted as an
inverted “1873.”

It is known that the postal card accorded
Scott number UX3 was first issued on July 6,
1873. It was in use for little more than two
years, having been replaced on September
28, 1875, by the card designated as UX4 in
the Scott catalog. Assuming that the cards
were used when current, it is most likely that
they were mailed by the Thompson firm in
December of 1873 or 1874. December of 1875
would also be a possibility if cards purchased
before September 28th of that year were not
mailed until December because of time con-
straints occasioned by the need to develop
the design for the message side and to ar-
range for its printing.

Further support for the proposal that the
cards had been mailed in either 1873, 1874 or
(less likely) 1875 can be derived from observ-
ing the listing of Linus Weed in the New
York City directories. His name does not ap-
pear in the 1872 or 1873 editions. He is listed
for the first time (his occupation being given
as “drugs”) in the 1874 edition, which covers
the year ending on May 1, 1874. This direc-
tory, therefore, was issued before May 1,
1873. Data for it probably were compiled in
the first few months of 1873. Weed’s occupa-
tion is again listed as “drugs” in the directory
for the following year (the year ending May 1,
1875). But for the subsequent year (ending
May 1, 1876) his occupation is given as

“clerk,” rather than “drugs,” and in the fol-
lowing year (ending May 1, 1877) he no
longer appears at all in the directory. His
brief listing in the New York City directories
is contemporary with the period we regard as
being the most likely time in which the mail-
ing of these cards was accomplished.

We suspect that the Thompson firm was
unaware that depiction of their revenue
stamp in its exact size, design, and color was
illegal. They may have noticed similar prac-
tices that had been recently undertaken by
several other proprietary medicine firms in
this regard (e.g., Oliver Crook & Co. (Ferry,
1989) in about 1871; Radway & Co. (Ferry
and Ferry, 1990) in 1872; and by R. H.
McDonald & Co., general agents for Dr. J.
Walker’s California Vinegar Bitters, in
1872). (In his article about the McDonald
firm Riley (1987) depicted the illegal repro-
duction of the Walker stamp in the
company’s 1874 almanac. We have seen the
same reproduction in an almanac issued two
years earlier, in 1872.) It is most unlikely
that the Thompson firm would flout the law
by flaunting the design of their private die
revenue stamp on a postal card where it
would be readily available for all to see, in-
cluding the federal postal authorities.

Why did the addressees on all four of the
cards we know about have last names that
began with W? Chance is an unlikely expla-
nation. Although we can’t prove it epistemo-
logically, we suspect that the Thompson firm
decided to target appropriate parties in New
York City for their mailing, and that they
assembled the names in alphabetical order.
Because of the volume involved, they may
have decided to not send the entire batch on
the same day. As the cards addressed to indi-
viduals whose last names began with letters
occurring early in the alphabet began to ar-
rive in New York City, the attention of the
postal authorities became attracted to this
matter, and subsequently arriving cards
(those addressed to individuals who had last
names that began with letters occurring near
the end of the alphabet (e.g., W) may have
been confiscated and never delivered to the
addressees. The route by which the surviving
cards found their way to the philatelic mar-
ket is unknown.

Finally, what about the addresses as writ-
ten on the cards by the Thompson staff? They
consist solely of the addressee’s name, fol-
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lowed by New York, N.Y. No street address
or box number is provided. From time-to-
time one does encounter covers from that era
addressed in similar fashion, even to large
cities such as New York and Philadelphia. It
has been suggested that the addressing of
covers in such a way probably signifies the
intent of having the mail picked up at the
general delivery window of the post office.

Although New York in the 1870s was a
large city, it was not as big as the casual
observer might believe. Since 1686, when the
Dongan charter was granted, New York City
had consisted of just the island of Manhat-
tan. The first step in consolidating Manhat-
tan with the surrounding communities did
not occur until 1874, when three townships
(Kingsbridge, West Farms, and Morrisania)
which until then had been under the control
of Westchester County were annexed by New
York City. This area now constitutes part of
the Bronx, one of New York’s five boroughs.

So, in 1873, a letter sent to someone whose
address was given simply as New York / N.Y.
had nowhere to go except to the island of
Manhattan. But by 1874, the three above-
mentioned rural communities in what is now
part of the Bronx would also have to be con-
sidered. In 1895, an extensive section of what
is now the borough of the Bronx lying east of
the Bronx River was also transferred from
Westchester to New York City.

On January 1, 1898, New York City (con-
sisting of Manhattan plus the land that had
been acquired from Westchester County in
1874 and 1895, and which now constitutes
part of the borough of the Bronx) annexed
Queens, Staten Island, the city of Brooklyn,
and the remainder of what would be called
the Bronx. The resultant geopolitical entity,
consisting of five separate boroughs, was des-
ignated “Greater New York” and constitutes
New York City as it exists today.

Illegal reproduction of the Thompson private die stamp— an addendum

On July 17th of this year (1998) we re-
marked to a colleague that we had just fin-
ished writing this article and that we were
preparing to send the manuscript to The
American Revenuer. He replied that he had
seen one of these postal cards with the illegal
representation of the Thompson stamp in
material that was sold at the Robert A. Siegel

Thus, in the early 1870s, New York City
was a far smaller place than it is now. Deliv-
ery of a letter to someone whose address was
given simply as New York / N.Y. was a far
less daunting prospect than might be sup-
posed by an individual who, in 1998, is not
conversant with the fact that New York City
as we know it now did not exist until just one
hundred years ago.
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Auction Galleries in New York just two days
previously. It was part of a large balance lot
that went for a hammer price of $21,000. Our
colleague had not made note of to whom the
postal card was addressed.

The card was part of an old-time collection
that had lain dormant for some twenty years
or more following the collector’s death. We
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thought that it might well turn out to be the
very same card described briefly by Herst in
1978, the one that was addressed to O. J.
Ward.

We managed to acquire this card several
weeks later. The message side bears the
same design as did the other cards men-
tioned in our article (Ward, Watson, Weed,
and Wood). The address side is shown in the
accompanying illustration. The card is post-
marked Troy, New York. and was addressed
to someone located in “New York / N Y.” But
the individual’s last name did not begin with
a W. Rather, it began with a “C”! His name
was H. A. Cassebeer.

We immediately consulted Trow’s New
York City Directory for the Year Ending May
1, 1874, and the one for the year ending May
1, 1875. Henry A. Cassebeer’s occupation is
listed as “drugs,” and his business was lo-
cated at 57 Fourth Avenue. This street ad-
dress accounts for the “ 57” we had noted on
the far left of the second line of the address
as written on the postal card. Perhaps this
was to distinguish this individual from his
son, Henry A. Cassebeer, Jr., who was Secre-
tary of the firm but whose location was at 17
University Bldg.

Although initially we were a bit crestfallen

206

upon seeing that the addressee’s last name
did not begin with a W, we were most pleased
to observe the date of the postmark: Decem-
ber 5th. In our article, we remarked that all
three cards we have seen (Watson, Weed,
and Wood) had been postmarked December
17th. We postulated that the Thompson firm
sent the cards out in alphabetical order and
that, because of the volume involved, they
may have decided to parcel them out alpha-
betically over a span of days. The “W” cards
we’'ve seen were all postmarked December
17th, and in our article we proposed that by
the time they began to arrive in New York
City, postal authorities had been alerted to
the problem and were looking for them. The
most recently discovered card, sent to a drug-
gist whose last name began with a C, was
presumably among the first to have been
mailed from Troy, and bears an earlier post-
mark (December 5th) than did those that
were mailed to individuals whose names be-
gan with W, a letter near the end of the al-
phabet. Those cards were postmarked
December 17th. So, the finding of a Decem-
ber 5th postmark on a card addressed to H.
A. Cassebeer provides some underpinning for
several of the hypotheses we proposed in the
article.
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The California Revenuers met September
26 at the Holiday Inn in San Francisco. Asso-
ciate Joe Ross was the main speaker. He pre-
sented “A tax on knowledge,” a tax in Great
Britain instituted with the Act of 1712 plac-
ing taxes on any kind of paper.

The tax was an effort by Queen Anne’s
government to end the expensive War of
Spanish Succession and to counteract politi-
cal criticism by stifling the press. Anyone
who evaded the tax could be prosecuted as a
smuggler not as a libeler. Before printing
could begin, blank paper had to have the gov-
ernment tax stamp embossed into it. The tax
persisted for the next 100 years. Initially it
was a half-penny; over time it was increased
— usually a half-penny at a time — until in

from the same sheet?

r--—----—----_—-__1

by Richard Sheaff, ARA

Two pairs of Scott R6e, the 2¢ First Issue
Bank Check, are shown here. The vertical pair
has a pre-print paper fold running horizon-
tally above the 2s and below the U.S. INTER.
REV. panel. The left stamp of the horizontal
pair has a large crooked left and top margin,
missperforated as the result of a paper fold.
They have the same cancellation. Are they

Cal-Rev gathered in San Francisco

some cases the tax would be equal to the cost
of the newspaper.

The whole point was to keep the public
from reading. One could not even lease a
newspaper from the purchaser without
breaking the law. This tax was also on alma-
nacs and pamphlets. Peasants were unable
to receive newspapers so many could not
learn to read. The tax kept the flow of infor-
mation to a crawl.

Cal-Rev’s December meeting will take
place at Penpex in Redwood City on Decem-
ber 5. In January, the Philatelic Library will
be the site of their meeting. For more infor-
mation call Jerome Lurie any time at 925-
682-3020.

Paper fold on Réc pairs

: Back issues of
" The American Revenver

I Back copies of most issues of The American
I Revenuersince 1977 (some earlier) are available
| for $2.00 each plus shipping*. Contact:

: Editor, The American Revenuer

I Rockford, IA 50468-0056

| *$3 for 1issue, $2 for 2 issues, $1 for 3 issues; 4 or more
I issues postpaid.
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2000 LOT MAIL SALE #94

CLOSING DATE JANUARY 15,1999
STRONG GREAT BRITAIN AND CANADA FROM CLASSIC
SINGLES TO LOTS OF LARGE LOTS.

PLUS “TONS” OF WORLDWIDE REVENUES AND
CINDERELLAS. PLUS MANY LOTS OF LITERATURE AND
READING MATERIAL- - SOME AS LOW AS $1.50 PER LOT.
NO BUYERS FEE
SALE CATALOG IS FREE - WRITE
THE 1871 SHOP
P.O.BOX 190 SOUTH LYON,MICH 48178-0190 U.SA.
PHONE (248) 486 7733 FAX (248) 486 9610
FREE LITERATURE LIST AND FREE SHAKING STICK
FREE SAMPLE COPY OF THE 1871 CINDERELLA MONTHLY
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George McNamara, the ARA Librarian for
21 years has transported the ARA Library to
his successor, Chris Steenerson. His address
is Box 1818, Broomfield, CO 80038-1818.
George has done a fine job and ARA members
are thankful for the many years of faithful
service.

Those years have often been made difficult
by us members. We sometimes have gotten
impatient when the requested publication
didn’t appear on our doorsteps in a week’s
time. Never mind that our request was sent
because we saw an article in TAR that de-
scribed the publication. Never mind that four
other ARA members read the same article
and requested the same publication from the
ARA Library.

Many of our library books have received
rough treatment from our membership who
took them off to their places to work and had
their secretaries make a xerox copy of com-
plete books (in violation of the copyright
laws!). All this to avoid the purchase a copy of
the very same book for our philatelic librar-
ies. Some have held on to the books for
lengthy periods of time, requiring the follow-
up of the Librarian to remind us of our inat-
tention to the return of the library materials.
Meanwhile we were robbing our fellow ARA
members of timely access to the very same
works.

Our new Librarian has some ideas about
some expansion of services to our members,
improving access to the information that
members seek. That will take time to develop
and implement. But we will look forward pa-
tiently to improved access to information.

Last month I mentioned Internet auctions.
There are several auctions currently active,
although I have mentioned only the one with
which I am personally familiar. Let me add
some cautionary comments about buying at
auction, especially in venues out of the main-
stream of the hobby. Some auction houses do
a wonderful job of describing and estimating
the value of unusual revenue material that is
not listed in the Scott Specialized. One of the

persons (non-ARA member) who lists a fair
number of non-Scott revenues on Ebay (http:/
/.cayman.ebay.com) apparently doesn’t have
a clue about the value of his material. So at
times he starts the bidding at a trivial
amount (say $2) and it finally sells at more
than fifty times the opening bid. At other
times no one bids on this individual’s items
because the opening bid is ten times its retail
value. It becomes essential that if you are
going to participate intelligently either as
seller or buyer in these auctions you must
know the material.

To own a new discovery is a strong desire
of many revenue stamp collectors. What is
one to do when first issue items that are not
listed in the Scott Specialized are offered in
an Internet auction? Should you bid on an
imperforate or a part perforated 6 cent in-
land exchange (Scott R30) which is only
listed in the fully perforated “c” variety? Just
how is one to assess an offering of an unlisted
variety in such a studied area as the first
issue? Will the owner refund the purchase
price if the item does not get a good certifi-
cate from the one of the established
expertizing services. Ebay and the other
Internet auctions are places where the buyer
must be wary. I have made a few satisfactory
purchases, but I have stayed away from some
obviously “manufactured” rarities. On the
one hand I want to laugh at some of the list-
ings. But then I see that someone is bidding
substantial sums for these items. And then
my chuckle turns sour.

So my advice is to know the stamps that
you collect. Read all that you can on the sub-
ject, your society journal, books, and other
philatelic publications. This is the very rea-
son that Richard Riley began the monumen-
tal task of indexing the revenue literature, so
that we could benefit from the wisdom of
prior philatelic generations and articles that
have been published in other periodicals.
Which brings me back to the subject with
which I began this letter, the ARA Library.
Use it responsibly.

Ron Lesher, ARA President
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Applications for Membership

In accordance with Article 4, Section 2(c) as
ammended December 31, 1979, of the ARA By-laws,
the following have applied for membership in the ARA.
If the Secretary receives no objections to their mem-
bership by the last day of the month following publica-
tion the applicants will be admitted to membership.
Jan B Dryselius 5551, 2401 Fountainview, Suite
520, Houston, TX 77057, by Eric Jackson. Col-
lector/dealer, JBD Stamps—Worldwide,
Cinderellas, All US, Sweden, Literature.

Philip Koelsch5552, 226 Worden St, Ports-
mouth, RI 02871, by Eric Jackson. US 1898,
including cancels, varieties, on documents.
Axel K Olsson 5550, 2945 Penbina Hwy,
Westminster Court, #612, Winnipeg, MB $3T
3R1, Canada, by Matthew Bennett. US docu-
mentary, propiretary, wines, first 3 issues; Hong
Kong.

Richard Reece 5553, 7425 Old State Road,

...that since the last issue of this journal has
appeared. word has been received from three
other philatelic shows where 1997 volume of
The American Revenuer was entered in lit-
erature competition. At Praga 1998 in the
Czech Republic (September 10-13) a Large
Vermeil was received; at Nordia 98 in
Odense, Denmark, (October 16-18) a Large
Vermeil was received; at Italia 98 held in
Milan, Italy, (October 23-November 1) a
Large Vermeil with Felicitations was re-
ceived; and at Chicagopex 98 (November 6-8)
a Gold with Felicitations and a special award
(Best Periodical) was received. Praga and
Nordia were world class international shows
judged under FIP standards; Italia was held
under FIP patronage. For a periodical to re-
ceive a national level Gold is quite uncom-
mon, for a periodical to receive a Large
Vermeil is quite rare. These awards may be
in part due to a changing attitude toward the
area of revenue stamp collecting; they are
most certainly due to the high quality of the
articles provided by our ARA members and
especially to the efforts of Richard Riley. In
both instances where Felicitations of the

Secretary’s Report

Evansville, IN 47710, by Richard Friedberg. All
us.

Highest membership number assigned on this
report is 5553.

New Members

Numbers 5538-5549

Application for Reinstatement *
Daniel L Gorton 4373, 25B Union St, Concord,
NH 03301, by Secretary. “Semi-Professional
Philatelist"—Canada, US, Imperial Russia.
Life Membership Approved

LM20 (4969) MW (Bill) Kirkpatrick, Jr

Membership Summary

Previous membership total....................... 1299
Applications for membership .........ccccceeeennnee. 4
Application for reinstatement.......................... 1

Current membership total (10/12/98) ....... 1304

The Editor notes...

Jury was extended, it was because of Riley’s
literature handbook.

...that Michael E. Aldrich, Inc. (Black Dia-
mond Mail Sales, Michael E. Aldrich Auc-
tions and ABC Auctions) has moved from St.
Paul, Minnesota, to Arizona. Their new ad-
dress is Box 5089, Carefree, AZ 85377. They
can also be reached by phone at 602-488-
1616, by fax at 602-488-1684, by e-mail at
<aldrich@az.rcmi.net>.

...that Eric Jackson (Box 728, Leesport PA
19533-0728 or <ejackson@epix.net>) has re-
leased his 40 page Autumn 98 Price List of
United States Revenue Stamps. The fine
print lists thousands of stamps and revenue
stamp related literature by the hundreds. A
new newsletter feature includes an article by
Ron Lesher about the $1.60%, Wine stamp.
Write for a copy if you have not already re-
ceived a copy.

...that our 1999 dues notices are now being
processed and will be in the mail before this
issue is mailed. Except for life members and
those who joined after July 1 this year, you
will not receive the January issue of TAR un-
less your dues are paid.
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ERIC JACKSON

%610-926-6200 * FAX 610-926-0120 *e-mail ejackson @epix.net
Post Office Box 728 * Leesport, PA 19533-0728

MAIL AUCTION #136
CLOSING DATE: January 13, 1999

Additional illustrations will be found on our web site at www.ericjackson.com.
TERMS OF SALE: Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at a slight advance over the second high bid. Tie bids go to the earliest
received. Bid on any sheet of paper. Minimum bid is $2.00. Successful bidders who are ARA members will have their lots sent with
an invoice. Postage and handling will be added to the invoice, minimum $1.50. All payments are due upon receipt of invoice. I accept
American Express, Discover, MasterCard, and Visa. Send all of the raised information on the card. Pennsylvania residents will have

6% sales tax added to their purchases.

All stamps are in used condition unless noted as mint(*).

UNITED STATES
Scott Catalogue Numbers

Documentary R685 F PHOTO
Stock Transfer RD230 VF PHOTO
RD231 VF PHOTO

RD257 VF crease PHOTO
RD258 cut cancel, F-VF PHOTO
RD260 cut cancel, VF PHOTO
RD283 VF PHOTO

RD286 cut cancel, VF

RD303 F

10 RD309 F-VF PHOTO

11 RD311 cut cancel, VF PHOTO
12 RD312 cut cancel, F-VF

13 RD333 F-VF

14 RD334 F-VF PHOTO

15 RD335 VF PHOTO

16 RD338 cut cancel, VF PHOTO
17 RD361 F-VF PHOTO

18 RD364 cut cancel, F

19 RD365* F-VF

20 Wines and Cordials RE19* F
21 RES56 VF crease

22 RES57 VF crease

23 RESS8 VF crease

24 RE59 VF crease

25 REBI* F-VF

26 RE125* F-VF

27 RE130* F-VF

28 REI137* F-VF

29 RE143 F-VF PHOTO

30 RE188* F-VF PHOTO

31 RE194* F-VF PHOTO

32 RE198*F

33 REI198b* F-VF PHOTO

R R . N

Beer Stamps
Scott and Priester Catalogue Numbers

34 REA3a (3C) F margin nick, small faults

35 REA22(23A)F

36 REA30* (31) F small tears in top margin

37 REA3I1* (33) F light crease

38 REAS5S (64) F creases, tiny hole

39 REA62(68) F

40 REAG63 (69) creases

41 REA67(73) F

42 REA76a (84A) F light crease, small repair in left
margin PHOTO

43 REA79c (87C) F small faults

44 REA79d (87D) F

45 REAS86(94)F

46 REA93 (98) F small faults

47 REA99 (111A) F PHOTO

48 REAI100 (112A) F-VF creases

49 REAI108 (127) F comer crease

50 REA110 (129) F creases, small tear

51 REAI24c (152C) VF internal tear

52 REAI162 (190B) F

53 REAI77a(197) VF

54 REAI178Ab (199) VF

55 REAI179 (202B) VF faint stain

56 REAI182 (208a) VF crease, thin and stains

TAXPAID REVENUES
Springer Catalogue Numbers

57 Cigarette TA14 F-VF PHOTO

58 TAT7la VF abit faded, pinhole PHOTO

59 TA99a* VF PHOTO

60 TAI119 F PHOTO

61 TAI120 variety, overprint in black, F PHOTO
62 TA130 VF crease PHOTO

63 TA160a VF thin

64 TA175a F-VF crease ending in small tear PHOTO
65 TA351b VF crease and stain

66 TBI12 VF PHOTO

67 TB25b F-VF small faults PHOTO

68 TB138 VF crease

69 TBI139 VF

35.00
15.00
20.00
10.00
45.00

5.00
15.00
10.00

125.00
12.50
10.00

2.50
5.00
75.00
3.00
10.00
17.50
3.50
5.00
7.50
7.50
15.00
75.00

70 TBI141 VF

71 Cigars TC127A* VF

72 TCI28A* F-VF

73 TCI129* VF

74 TCI146 VF small repair, thins

75 TCI190 VF small creases PHOTO

76 TC205 VF crease

77 TC263 F-VF PHOTO

78 TC302 VF creases

79 TC315 VF full repaired tear

80 TC369a VF small faults

81 TC382a perfin, F

82 TC391a perfin, F-VF PHOTO

83 TC393a F-VF thin

84 TC396a perfin, F-VF small faults

85 TC434b perfin, VF

86 TC448b perfin, F-VF small thin PHOTO

87 TC453b VF small sealed tear PHOTO

88 TC457b* VF PHOTO

89 TC461a F-VF small faults

90 TCS503a VF light crease

91 TC563a VF tiny margin nick PHOTO

92 TC625a F-VF crease

93 TC626a VF crease and thins

94 TC647a VF full repaired tear

95 TC654a F-VF light crease

96 TC655a F-VF thins

97 TC668a VF thin

98 TC682a VF

99 TC713aF-VF

100 TC722a perfin, VF crease

101 TC733a VF creases

102 TC754a F-VF crease, thins

103 TC772a perfin, F-VF thin spots

104 TC803a VF crease

105 TC808a perfin, VF full repaired tear

106 TC832a F-VF PHOTO

107 TC838a F-VF creases

108 TC890b perfin, VF

109 TC903a perfin, VF creases

110 TC919a unlisted, Series 113, Class C, 25 Cigars,
F-VF

111 TC953a VF small thins

112 TC978a VF creases

113 TC1002a VF creases, small thin

114 TC1025a VF creases

115 TC1083b VF creases

116 TC1109b VF light crease

117 TC1166b F

118 TC1172a VF PHOTO

119 TC1253a VF crease

120 TC1264aF thin spots

121 Cigar Specimens TC293 blue SPECIMEN
overprint, VF PHOTO

122 TC359 blue SPECIMEN overprint, F-VF

123 TC361 red SPECIMEN overprint

124 TC363 red SPECIMEN overprint, F

125 TC364 red SPECIMEN overprint, F

126 Cigars for Export Series of 1878, punched
remainder, VF

127 Small Cigars TD17a F-VF full repaired tear

128 TD31 VF

129 TD80a VF light crease PHOTO

130 TD83a VF light crease PHOTO

131 TD10la VF

132 Snuff TES0 VF thins

133 TES56 F-VF thin, creases

134 TES59 F thin, creases

135 TE175A VF creases PHOTO

136 TE212A VF PHOTO

137 TE213C VF PHOTO

138 TE215C F-VF PHOTO

139 TE229C F-VF

140 TE271BaF-VF crease

141 TE274Db VF

142 TE320 F tiny faults PHOTO

143 TE323 F creases, small tear and faults

144 TE459a F-VF

145 TE486a F-VF comer thin, creases

146 TESO05a VF light crease

147 TE705a VF

148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165

166
167
168
169

170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182

183
184

185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197

198

199
200

201
202

203
204
205

206
207
208
210

211
212
213
214

215

216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
224
226
227
228
229

TE705b F-VF comer crease 2475
TE760a VF 3.00
TE779b VF creases, small thin 5.00
TE796b F 2.50
TE811b F thin 1.35
TE832a VF creases, small tear PHOTO 20.00
TE902a VF creases PHOTO 22.50
TE918a VF couple creases, thin spot 8.50
TE950a VF 10.00
TE955b F-VF thin 3.75
Snuff Specimens TES40 XF PHOTO 35.00
Tobacco TF1 VF thin 225
TF3 VF light stain PHOTO 6.00
TF178C F-VF small faults 17.50
TF517 block of six, tiny hole punch cancel, VF 420
TF531 punch cancel, F crease 6.25
TF549 block of six, VF crease 4.80
TF552 unlisted, Series 111, ¥z Ib., cut cancel, VF
thinPHOTO e
TF563 punch cancel, F crease 6.00
TF572 VF comer crease PHOTO 5.50
TF574 vertical strip of five, VF tiny corner crease ~ 4.25
TF578A unlisted, Series 112, 2 Ib., cut cancel, VF
PHOTO & ... e
TF588 punch cancel, VF crease 5.00
TF599 vertical strip of five, F-VF 375
TF607 F-VF 4.00
TF624 block of four, VF 4.00
TF637 VF crease 50
TF628A unlisted, Series 114, 2 Ib., F-VF PHOTO  -----
TF654 VF 5.00
TF669 vertical strip of three, VF 4.50
TF673 unlisted, Series 116, %2 Ib., F-VF PHOTO =~ -----
TF682 VF crease 4.00
TF699 F 6.50
TF703 F thin 275
TF709 unlisted, Series 117, 5 Ib., punch cancel, VF
small sealed tear PHOTO e
TF728 unlisted, Series 118, 3 Ib., F-VF PHOTO —eeen
TF746A unlisted, Series 119, 3 Ib., F crease
resulting in small hole PHOTO -
Tobacco Strips TG9* VF light crease PHOTO 5.00
TG15A TSM plate #8, VF thins 0.00
TG46A VF 2.00
TG47A F-VF thins 2.25
TG75A F thin spot 1.50
TG103P3 plate proof, india on card, VF e
TGI05A VF light creases 3.50
TG132C VF creases 2.00
TG133C VF 3.75
TG134C F-VF crease 2,75
TG178B VF creases 2.25
TG373a VF light creases 1.60
TG872A District Handstamp in violet on 3 oz Series
121, F-VF thin, nick in right margin —eeen
Customs Cigarettes TBC1db VF appearance,
faults 6.00
TBC2dc F-VF 5.00
Customs Cigars TCC13 black h/s "EXPORT"F,
repaired tears, small faults 15.00
TCC36 VF 2.50
Customs Baggage Labels Four different
self-adhesive booklet panes of four, red, green,
black, and orange, VF e
Alcohol Warehousing Stamp Series 1949, VF
creases e
Distilled Spirits for Export Blue Export bottle
stamp, mint, VF PHOTO R
Oleomargarine FB31a VF 10.00
SPECIAL TAX STAMPS
Retail Dealer in Fermented Malt Liquors 1935

F-VF tack holes, creases

Retail Dealer in Fermented Liquors 1934 F-VF
tiny corner nick

Retail Liquor Dealer 1935 VF light creases
1936 VF tack hole, light crease

Retail Dealer in Opium, Etc. 1934 F-VF light
foxing

1935 F-VF tack holes, light foxing

1936, F-VF tack holes, light foxing

1937, VF tack holes, light foxing

Wholesale Dealer in Opium, Coca Leaves, Etc.
1933, F-VF wrinkles, small tear

Dealer in Manufactured Tobacco 1874, punched
remainder, VF few margin nicks and tears

1876, VF crease

1878, punched remainder, VF

1881, VF crease, minor edge faults

1883, punched remainder, VF

1887, VF creased, edge faults

1888, F crease, top and bottom margins reduced
1874, punched remainder, F-VF

1875, punched remainder, VF

1878, punched remainder, VF minor edge faults
1879, punched remainder, VF minor edge faults
1875, faulty

1876, F-VF tack holes, top margin reduced

1878, F-VF creases, edge faults

1882, F-VF fly specks

Thank you for your bids!



Member’s Ads

ARA members:
send your re-
quest for free 50
word ad on a
postal card to
Editor, The
American Rev-
enuer, Rockford,
lowa 50468-
0056 USA.

Selling revenues of New Zealand, Great Brit-
ain, Canada, China, French Colonies, Topicalsin
revenues, etc. Buying pasports and visas, Iran,
airportdeparture tax (also selling). Gordon Brooks,
Box 396, Station N.D.G., Montreal, Quebec,
Canada H4A 3P1. Fax 514-523-1301; e-mail
mimstamps @ videotron.ca *1451*

Second and Third Issue revenue documenta-
ries WANTED. Anything interesting or unusual.
Documents, cancels, bisects, multiples, etc. Mike
Morrissey, Box 441, Worthington, OH 43085.

Over 800 battleship (R161-R172 and
RB20-RB31) plate number singles for sale or
trade. | am always a buyer of any revenues,
possessions, and newspapers (PRs) plate num-
ber material. Steve Witting, Box 2742, Spring-
field, MO 65801-2742. *1453*

Wanted: Playing Card Stamps! | will buy or
trade other revenue material for your duplicate
RF material. All RF or RU material is wanted.
Richard Lesnewski, 1703 West Sunridge Drive,
Tucson, AZ 85737.

*1454*

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT

Revenues, Documents, Revenue Stamped Paper

Mexico, Canada—Worldwide
Ship insured with price or for offer
Also selling—send SASE for latest pricelist

W.

P.O. BOX 693, Bartow, FL 33831
Phone 941-533-9422 (evenings)

U.S. & Possessions

0

Send for latest price list

William T. McDonald

Box 1287

Coupeville, WA 98239-1287
mcdonald @whidbey.net

ES

CAN

Telephone & Telegraph franks
Tobacco & Liquor stamps
Duck, Hunting & Wildlife

Conservation stamps
semi-official airmail stamps

selected Foreign revenues
we buy & sell them all

ADIAN revenucs

Regular Auctions - lavishly illustrated catalogues,
‘newsletters, price lists, etc. - free sample.

ASDA, APS .
email:

212

Latest -100 page - full colour - Canada revenue catalogue
direct from the author US$13.95.

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd.

Canadian revenues Bought & Sold since 1970
P.O. Box 300A, Bridgenorth, Ont., Canada KOL 1HO
Phone (705) 292 - 7013 Fax (705) 292 - 6311

visit our website: www.esjvandam.com

ARA,CSDA

esvandam(@esjvandam.com

ANTE]

U.S. License &
Royalty Stamps
by

Serious Collector

DO or DI

Michael McBride
P.O. Box 814
Louisville, CO 80027

The American Revenuer, October 1998




We’re Fiscally
Responsible
as Both Buyers and
Sellers.

We Handle

e All Scott-listed U.S. Revenues

e Ofther U.S. Back-Of-The-Book

e Canadian Revenues

How do we sell?

e Through net price lists published
six times yearly and offering
1,000s of individual items

e By approval to ARA members

How can we help you?

RICHARD FRIEDBERG

Masonic Building Suite 106
Meadville, PA 16335
814-724-5824

AUCTIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE
Revenues, Documents, Covers

& Write for next catalog

H.J.W. Daugherty
P.O. Box 1146A, Eastham, Mass., 02642

HADSH HARHA HAPS

Duck Stamps and More!

¥ Federal and State Ducks prossasm
¥ Conservation and Fishing Qh;: ‘g
¥ Top Quality U.S. (A

Send for your copy of our Specialized Duck
Stamp Catalogue. 104 pages, color photos - all the duck infor-
mation you could ever want! $5 refundable with order.

1-800-231-5926

Seare Howstore LDuck (o—

P.O. Box 820087-M, Houston, TX 77282
Bob Dumaine Life Member - ASDA, APS, NDSCS

Canadian

#203-1139 Sutherland Avenue
Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 5Y2

Telephone 1-800-755-2437
Fax (604) 860-0818

——
Let Us Help You With

Your Special Collection

U.S. Revenues

* Revenue Proofs
¢ Reds & Greens
* Taxpaids * Telegraphs
e State Revenues ¢ Cinderellas
¢ Match & Medicine
Want Lists Filled Promptly
Send for Our Current
Net Price Sale!

We are serious BUYERS of the above

as well as Foreign Revenues!

GOLDEN PHILATELICY

Jack & Myrna Golden, ARA
P.O. Box 484
Cedarhurst, New York 11516
Phone (516) 791-1804

* Revenue Essays
e Wines

FAX (516) 791-7846




~ 3rdin aseries...

Why there is no better source
in the world for the collector

Huge Stock.

The serious revenue stamps collector
knows that, no matter his needs, he must

turn to us first with his want list.

Throughout the revenue area of our
hobby, we are widely known as “the first dealer
a collector should contact when looking for
that hard-to-locate item.”

We're constantly surprising our customers!
Sometimes, we even surprise ourselves. Our
stock is so huge it is bound to contain some-
thing exciting and unusual even for the most
discerning specialist...often surprisingly so.

Take our quarterly Price List, for instance.
Just two short years ago it was only 24 pages.

Eric

Jackson

of Revenue Sl:amps...

Not only is our
stock absolutely
gigantic, but it is
constantly
evolving, too. The
serious specialist
stays in touch with
us regularly as
many new items
are added to our
inventory!

Now it encompasses 48 pages and continues
to grow! You've simply got to see it!

Want to quickly see just how large our stock
really is? Check our Internet website. While
visiting it you’ll learn more about Revenue
Stamps, participate in our monthly online
auctions, and even have some outright FUN
on some of our special web pages.

We are America’s largest Revenues dealer.
You can find out why simply by visiting us at
the Internet address below.

Call or write for our huge 48-
page Revenue Stamps Price
List! Or better yet, visit our
Internet website and see

all of it there!

REVENUE STAMPS

www.ericjackson.com

P.O.Box 728 - Leesport PA 19533-0728
Phone: (610) 926-6200 - Fax: (610) 926-0120
E-Mail: ejackson@epix.net

www.ericjackson.com

@A




